
• COVID-19 Status
 As of 7 May 2020, Yemen has 25 confirmed COVID-19 cases1. 

Five COVID-19 related deaths and one recovery were officially 
announced in Aden and Ash Shiher in Hadramout Governorate, 
respec�vely.  

• Availability and prices of food commodi�es
 During last seven days, the na�onal average cost of Yemen’s 

Minimum Food Basket (MFB) for an average family of seven 
members was over YER 40 000 (approximately USD 67). This 
was a 4 percent increase compared to the third week of Febru-
ary 2020, in comparison to pre-COVID-19 condi�ons. 

• The MFB cost
 In Socotra Island and Taiz governorates is YER 51 000 and 48 

300, respec�vely – already higher than the exis�ng cash value 
of the Food Security and Agriculture cluster MFB (YER 45 000)2. 
Last week’s increase was 24 percent in Amanat Al Asimah 
(Sanaa city), 12 percent in Lahj governorate and 10 percent in 
Socotra governorate. Although imported and locally produced 
food commodi�es are available in all markets – and all points of 
entry (sea and land ports) remains open – food is increasingly 
becoming inaccessible for vulnerable households as prices 
soar. The graph alongside shows since Oct 2018, the monthly 
price differences for key imported food commodi�es are 
directly propor�onal to exchange rates.

• In the last week, well-wishers, private donors, faith based chari-
table organiza�ons and associa�ons have distributed Ramadan 
food baskets to vulnerable households in different loca�ons 
across the country. To a certain extent, such charitable dona-
�ons have cushioned vulnerable households from adop�ng 
nega�ve coping strategies to bear the higher food prices. Tradi-
�onally, during the holy month of Ramadan, households 
consume different varie�es of food, but this year higher food 
prices and lower-income levels – mainly brought on by 
COVID-19 control measures – are limi�ng that dietary diversity. 
The likelihood of the current situa�on con�nuing, or worsen-
ing, a�er Ramadan remains very high. This will in turn affect the 
nutri�on status of most vulnerable groups, especially children 
under five, pregnant and lacta�ng women and the disabled. 

• Labour and income
 Casual labour opportuni�es con�nued to decrease and house-

hold income levels are now falling to lower levels since 
COVID-19 restric�ons came into force. Many interviewed 
described the current situa�on as worse than 2015 when 
Yemen’s conflict started. The drop in casual labour opportuni-
�es, irregular or no salary for civil servants and re�rees, and 
con�nuous local currency deprecia�on are compounding 
effects that might lead to  severe  food consump�on gaps as 
the COVID-19 crisis con�nues. 
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1  Worldometer, Yemen
       https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/yemen/.
2  Food Security and Agriculture Cluster, Yemen, Revised FSAC Minimum Food Basket, May 2019
       https://fscluster.org/sites/default/�les/documents/fsac_revised_minimum_food_basket_may_2019.pdf. 
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Funded by the European Union

For More Infomation, Please Contact:
FAO Representation, Yemen, Sana’a
Email : FAO-YE@fao.org
Joel Makii (Chief Technical Advisor a.i) - FSIS II
Email : joel.munywoki@fao.org

Food Security and Early Warning Information System (FSIS II) Programme
Is funded by the European Union and implemented by Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) and relevant government partners.

You can find our detailed Monthly Market Monitoring Bulletin in the links below:
 - Food Security Cluster - Market Monitoring Bulletin

• Remi�ances
 Remi�ances from migrant Yemeni workers are also severely 

affected by the global economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Remi�ance flows are one of the most important 
source of income for the country, contribu�ng to an es�mated 
USD 3.8 billion in 2019, with 90 percent  coming from workers 
in Gulf countries3. The impact of COVID-19 on the oil-econo-
mies of the Gulf are causing a sudden drop in the remi�ance 
flow to Yemen, reducing the availability of hard currency in the 
country and further weakening the exchange rate. Although 
the drop in remi�ances is yet to be fully calculated and under-
stood, it will further reduce the income of 80 percent of the 
popula�on who rely on humanitarian aid. 

• Flash floods and Desert locust impacts
 An es�mated 21 000 families (about 150 000 people) have 

been affected by flooding in 13 governorates since mid-April . 
The floods have devasta�ng impacts on infrastructure and 
par�cularly agricultural farmlands, further decreasing harvest 
expecta�ons for 2020. The impact on agriculture produc�on in 
2020 is further exacerbated by desert locust infesta�ons and 
an increase in the prices of main agricultural inputs and availa-
bility, especially at the beginning of the season.

• Preparedness
 To combat COVID-19’s impacts on food availability (produc-

�on/supply side), FAO es�mates it will require approximately 
USD 30 Million to support the agriculture sector in the current 
growing season. 

3   Yemen Social Economic Update 2018. 
           https://�les.constantcontact.com/9fcbc1c9401/16267008-af70-4ab8-82bf-321cc57355fe.pdf 

 - https://fscluster.org/search?text=fao&f%5B0%5D=countries%3A246&f%5B1%5D=field_document_sources%3A102&f%5B2%5D=field_core_themes%3A13
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