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Charcoal assessment

Widespread environmental degradation

Direct negative impacts on biodiversity conservation

Direct negative impacts on the provision of ecosystem goods and services

South Sudan’s varied landscapes provide hydrological cycling services for 

the entire region. The large volumes of water are slowed by the Sudd, 

allowing the replenishment of water tables, and mitigating the severity of 

flooding downstream. Evapotranspiration from the wetlands acts as a 

“cloud factory” for the region



The figures demonstrate the scaling up of extraction in the form of the number of kilns noted in remote sensing,
in the Aru area of Eastern Equatoria State. Intensive extraction from the area between 2014- 2016 is 
demonstrated by the number of kiln sites counted

Distinct losses in tree cover (red) between Feb., 2014, and May, 2016, with a heavy presence of charcoal kilns 

(blue dots) clearly identifiable from the imagery. 



Few initiatives to counter the effects of charcoal use:

- Tree nursery around PoC site

- Education & small component of FES use

HOWEVER

as excellent as these initiatives are, they are aimed at rural populations 

who are less likely to use charcoal as a primary energy source than their 

urban counterparts. The urban usage, and export scenarios, remain 

untargeted by any intervention that we encountered

Some resistance to the idea of climate change mitigation was encountered 

from humanitarian leadership. Instead, a distinct focus on delivering 

humanitarian assistance in the immediate future was the focus, repeating 

many of the same patterns and mistakes identified previously in Sudan and 

South Sudan which undermine future climate resilience and disaster risk 

reduction strategies. 



Gap in options for alternative energy

Educational/awareness gaps

Gaps

NGO/Humanitarian awareness gaps

Why should you care?

Conservation, natural resource  and 

protected area management is a form of 

land use planning and management that 

plays a critical role in the development and 

improvement of:

security, conflict resolution, community 

resilience, and sustainable development

hence it benefits wildlife and people.



SECURITY
• Rule of law established in remote 

areas

• Drivers and causes of conflicts 

mitigated

• Contribute to dialogue, peace and 

reconciliation

COMMUNITY
• Diversified economic opportunities 

established in remote areas

• Employment opportunities

• Good governance and effective 

institutional networks

• Increase resilience to shocks

CONSERVATION

• Key wildlife and habitats protected

• Wildlife trafficking halted

• Sustainable use of natural resources

• Do-no-harm private sector investments, 

concessions and development projects

Building

stability

& resilience
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