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Highlights 

○ The national average price of WFP’s 

standard reference food basket de-

creased by five percent between April 

and May 2021, reaching SYP 167,842 

(USD 67 at the official exchange rate of 

SYP 2,500/USD).   

○  In May 2021, the informal exchange 

rate continued to strengthen, appreciat-

ing by one percent. As a result, the price 

of many key food items continued to 

decrease. The price of vegetable oil and 

sugar decreased by 29 and eight per-

cent, respectively, from April and May 

2021.  

○  However, the price of meat products 

increased in May 2021 mainly as a result 

of increased feed prices. Between April 

and May 2021, the price of minced beef, 

chicken legs and whole clean chicken 

increased by three, five and 13  percent, 

respectively.  

○  Between April and May 2021, the 

price of all monitored COVID-19 items 

increased. Plastic gloves recorded the 

highest increase (26 percent), while 

alcohol spray recorded the lowest in-

crease (three percent).  

○ For further information, please con-

tact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Pakinam Moussa at 
Pakinam.Moussa@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 
The national average price of a standard reference 

food basket1 decreased by five percent from April 

to May 2021, reaching SYP 167,842. Nevertheless, it 

remained 69 percent higher than in November 

2020 (six months ago) and 197 percent higher com-

pared to May 2020 (Figure 1). This is the second 

consecutive month-on-month (m-o-m) decrease in 

the price of the reference food basket since August 

2020. This decrease is linked to the continued im-

provement in the informal exchange rate and the 

decrease in the price of informal diesel between 

April and May 2021.  

M-o-m, 12 governorates recorded a decreasing 

average reference food basket price in May 2021. 

The highest m-o-m decrease of eight percent was 

reported in Aleppo, Dar’a and Deir-ez-Zor, where 

the cost of the food basket reached SYP 161,976, 

SYP 167,101 and SYP 153,980, respectively. The 

lowest m-o-m decrease of one percent was report-

ed in Homs at SYP 167,922. The lowest reference 

food basket price remained Al-Hasakeh (SYP 

119,466, down seven percent m-om) due to the 

cheaper price of bread.  

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food 

basket has significantly increased across all 14 gov-

ernorates. Quneitra recorded the highest increase 

(up 249 percent), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the 

lowest increase (up 90 percent).  

The gap between the highest and lowest average 

food basket prices widened by 14 percent from SYP 

66,103 in April 2021 to SYP 75,216 in May 2021 and 

by 240 percent since May 2020 (Chart 1). This gap 

highlights continued supply chain and fuel disrup-

tions across the country since last year.  

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods 

providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.  

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 

@WFP/Jessica Lawson 
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The rise in meat prices 

2. “  . ي
ي الدواجن: نمر بوضع كارب  ” االقتصاد اليوم: أسعار الفروج تستمر باالشتعال... لجنة مرب  Economy2Day, 12 May 2021, https://www.economy2day.com/new/ ي -لجنة-باالشتعال... -تستمر-الفروج-أسعار ي -بوضع-نمر-الدواجن: -مرب 

كارب   
3. Muhammad, Halim. “Despite a Decline in Its Prices, Daraa Residents Cannot Afford Red Meat.” Enab Baladi, 24 May 2021, english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2021/05/despite-a-decline-in-its-prices-daraa-

residents-cannot-afford-red-meat/. 

Chart 2: Retail minced beef prices, SYP 

Chart 3: Retail whole chicken prices, SYP 

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Hama, Homs and Idleb [Senjar]; ‘South’=Dar’a, As-Sweida 

& Quneitra.  

Meat prices 

M-o-m, the national average price of minced beef increased by 

three percent, reaching SYP 19,829/kg. Lattakia recorded the 

highest price at SYP 24,720/kg (up six percent m-o-m), while Ar-

Raqqa recorded the lowest price at SYP 15,500/kg (up seven per-

cent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest 

price at SYP 24,710/kg (up eight percent m-o-m), followed by the 

middle region at SYP 21,000/kg (up one percent m-o-m). While 

northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 16,790 (up ten 

percent m-o-m), followed by the cross-border region at SYP 

17,917/kg (up eight percent m-o-m). 

Moreover, m-o-m, the national average price of a whole clean 

chicken increased by 13 percent, reaching SYP 7,643/kg. Dar’a 

recorded the highest price at SYP 8,452/kg (up 17 percent m-o-

m), while Ar-Raqqa recorded the lowest price at SYP 6,007/kg (up 

two percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest 

price at SYP 8,355/kg (up 33 percent m-o-m), followed by the 

southern region at SYP 8,304 (up 15 percent m-o-m). While the 

cross-border region recorded the lowest price at SYP 6,414/kg (up 

14 percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at SYP 6,834/kg 

(up 14 percent m-o-m).  

Additionally, the national average price of chicken legs increased 

by five percent m-o-m reaching SYP 7,762/kg. Dar’a recorded the 

highest price at SYP 9,184/kg (up 16 percent m-o-m), while Ar-

Raqqa recorded the lowest price at SYP 5,818/kg (down ten per-

cent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest 

price at SYP 8,422/kg (up 15 percent m-o-m), followed by the 

southern region at SYP 8,304/ kg (up 13 percent m-o-m). While 

the cross-border region recorded the lowest price at SYP 6,362/kg 

(up 14 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 6,968/

kg (up ten percent m-o-m).  

Overview 

Between April and May 2021, the price of chicken and beef increased as a result of a number of factors. The high price of chicken in particular is linked 

to the high cost of inputs, especially feed, as explained by Osama Daboul, the Vice-Chairman of the Poultry Breeders Committee in Tartous. Daboul 

explained that “the poultry sector, including meat and eggs, is going through a tragic and catastrophic situation, and if this situation continues without 

solutions, the sector may collapse.” Daboul further explained that as per a recent decision 50 percent of the traders’ imports must be delivered to the 

feed corporation. As a result feed prices have increased reaching SYP 1.2 million/MT for corn and SYP 2.3 million/MT for soybeans. Combined, these 

inputs constitute 80 percent of the feed mix2. It is important to note that the import of goods into Syria, feed included, is heavily influenced by Syria’s 

fluctuating informal exchange rate, which causes imported products to be priced higher in Syrian pounds.  

Moreover, the demand for red meat has decreased due to high prices. Syrian households have started buying red meat in ounces instead of kilos as a 

coping mechanism due to their reduced purchasing power. Red meat traders complained that sales have decreased. Additionally, the higher price of 

fuel needed for refrigerators and freezers also contributed to the increased price of meat3.  

Source: WFP Field Offices 
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Staple cereals retail prices 

Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour throughout Syria re-

mained unchanged in May 2021 at SYP 1,931/kg, while y-o-y the wheat flour 

price increased by 200 percent. Lattakia recorded the highest wheat flour price 

at SYP 2,337/kg (up 21 percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the lowest average 

price of SYP 1,460/kg (up 0.5 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest retail price at 

SYP 2,316/kg (up 11 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 2,075/

kg (down 12 percent m-o-m). While the cross-border region recorded the lowest 

retail price at SYP 1,393/kg (unchanged m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at 

SYP 1,759/kg (up one percent m-o-m) - Chart 4.  

Rice 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of Egyptian white rice decreased by 

eight percent reaching SYP 2,487/kg in May 2021, while the price of Egyptian 

white rice increased by 144 percent y-o-y. Quneitra recorded the highest price 

at SYP 2,905/kg (down six percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the low-

est price at SYP 1,996/kg (down seven percent m-o-m). 

M-o-m, the coastal region recorded the highest price at SYP 2,791/kg 

(unchanged m-o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 2,735/kg (down 

seven percent m-o-m). On the other hand, northeast Syria recorded the lowest 

price at SYP 2,222/kg (down 13 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at 

SYP 2,370/kg (down 12 percent m-o-m) - Chart 5.  

Bulgur  

M-o-m, the national average retail price of bulgur decreased by four percent 

reaching SYP 1,984/kg in May 2021, yet the price of bulgur increased by 135 

percent y-o-y. As-Swieda recorded the highest bulgur retail price at SYP 2,500/

kg (unchanged m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,503/kg 

(up one percent m-o-m).  

The coastal region recorded the highest average bulgur price by region at SYP 

2,209/kg (down three percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 

2,150/kg (down five percent m-o-m). The cross-border region recorded the low-

est average bulgur price at SYP 1,446/kg (down two percent m-o-m), followed 

by northeast Syria at SYP 1,753/kg (down four percent m-o-m) - Chart 6.  

Bread* 
The national average price of subsidized bread in May 2021 reached SYP 129/

bundle (up seven percent m-o-m and 142 percent y-o-y). The increase is due to 

the higher fees charged by agents because of the increased transport cost.  

Moreover, the price of commercial bread increased by six percent m-o-m and by 

129 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 1,687/bundle. As-Sweida recorded the highest 

commercial bread price of SYP 2,183/bundle (down eight percent m-o-m), while 

Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price of SYP 1,013/bundle (down 27 percent m-

o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the southern region recorded the highest price of SYP 

2,033/bundle (down three percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 

2,000/bundle (down seven percent m-o-m). While northeast Syria recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 1,210/bundle (down 19 percent m-o-m), followed by the 

cross-border region at SYP 1,456/bundle (down one percent m-o-m).   

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

*Starting from March 2021, WFP-monitored commercial bread has been switched from resold public bread bundles to commercial bread sold at shops. Prices for the past year have been 
adjusted to include commercial bread resold from shops. Moreover, all prices have been adjusted to reflect bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg since November 2020.  

Chart 7: Retail Prices of commercial bread, SYP  
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Source: WFP field offices 

Source: WFP 

Exchange rate** 
In May 2021, the informal exchange rate strengthened m-o-m, and the Syri-

an pound gained one percent of its value reaching SYP 3,113/USD. Howev-

er, compared to one year ago, the Syrian pound significantly depreciated by 

49 percent.  

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Damascus at SYP 3,145/

USD (appreciated by one percent m-o-m), followed by Rural Damascus at 

SYP 3,139/USD (unchanged m-o-m). While, the lowest rate was reported in 

Dar’a at SYP 3,086/USD (appreciated by one percent m-o-m), followed by Al

-Hasakeh at SYP 3,093/USD (unchanged m-o-m).  

Moreover, the official exchange rate and the UN operational rate have both 

remained unchanged m-o-m, at SYP 2,500/USD.  

Diesel  

In May 2021, the formal national average price of diesel increased by one 

percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 176/litre due to added fees at the fueling sta-

tions.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of transport diesel signifi-

cantly decreased by 21 percent since April 2021; nevertheless, it increased 

by 326 percent since May 2020, reaching SYP 1,782/litre. The informal price 

remains nine times higher than the official price (SYP 176/litre) - Chart 8. As

-Sweida recorded the highest informal price at SYP 2,360/litre (down 19 

percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 235/

litre (up three percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest in-

formal diesel price at SYP 2,199/litre (down five percent m-o-m), while 

northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 787/litre (up two percent 

m-o-m).   

Moreover, the informal national average price of heating diesel also de-

creased by 29 percent m-o-m. Broken down by regions, northwest Syria 

recorded the highest price at SYP 1,900/litre (down 37 percent m-o-m), 

while northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 917/litre (down 27 

percent m-o-m).  

Butane gas prices 

In May 2021, the official butane gas cylinder price (25,000 L) remained un-

changed m-o-m at SYP 4,079/refill. However, compared to May 2020, the 

price increased by 43 percent.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder 

(25,000 L) decreased by five percent m-o-m reaching SYP 27,234/refill in 

May 2021. Nevertheless, compared to May 2020, the price increased by 99 

percent. Aleppo recorded the highest price at SYP 35,448/refill (up three 

percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 10,802 

(down five percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria recorded the highest informal 

refill price at SYP 38,281/refill (up nine percent m-o-m), followed by the 

cross-border region at SYP 32,418/refill (down five percent m-o-m). While 

northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 21,523/refill (up three per-

cent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 24,839/refill (down 17 

percent m-o-m).  

**When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in exchange rate against the local currency. The second 

one is the indirect quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate used below reflects the indirect quota-

tion (measuring how much has the Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against the US dollar).  

***No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region as there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  

Chart 8: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP* 

Governorate May 2021 
 % change         
(m-o-m) 

% change        
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 3,099  2% -49% 

Al-Hasakeh 3,093  0% -47% 

Ar-Raqqa 3,114  0% -48% 

As-Sweida 3,115  1% -50% 

Damascus 3,145  1% -49% 

Dar'a 3,086  1% -50% 

Deir-ez-Zor 3,138  1% -48% 

Hama 3,111  2% -47% 

Homs 3,111  2% -47% 

Idleb  3,098  0% -49% 

Lattakia 3,109  2% -49% 

Quneitra 3,110  0% -51% 

Rural Damascus 3,139  0% -49% 

Tartous 3,109  2% -49% 

National average 3,113  1% -49% 

Official rate 2,500 0% -72% 

Table 1: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Chart 9: Formal and informal butane gas cylinder prices, SYP*** 
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Terms of Trade (ToT)4 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage, representing construction, off-

loading and agricultural labour, was at SYP 6,427/day (up four percent m-o-

m) in May 2021. Moreover, the wage rate was 102 percent above its y-o-y 

level and 39 percent above levels recorded in November 2020 - Chart 10.  

Damascus recorded the highest daily wage rate at SYP 8,708/day (up two 

percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest daily wage rate at SYP 

3,905/day (up 13 percent m-o-m). Broken down by regions, the coastal re-

gion recorded the highest wage rate of SYP 8,400/day (up seven percent m-o-

m), while northeast Syria recorded the lowest wage rate of SYP 5,026/day (up 

five percent m-o-m). 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy 

indicator for purchasing power, increased by four percent between April and 

May 2021, reaching 3.3 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage compared to 3.2 kgs of 

wheat flour in April 2021.  

However, the national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour 

decreased by 15 percent compared to November 2020 (six months ago) and 

by 33 percent compared to May 2020. In other words, the national average 

daily wage of a non-skilled labourer could buy 3.3 kgs of wheat flour in May 

2021 compared to 3.9 kgs in November 2020, and 5.0 kgs in May 2020. 

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest ToT at 

5.1 kgs (down seven percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria and the southern 

region recorded the lowest ToT at 2.9 kgs (up four and two percent m-o-m, 

respectively). 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep decreased by 

six percent m-o-m; however, it increased by 82 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 

505,759/sheep in May 2021 (Chart 12).  

Homs recorded the highest price of a two-year old alive male sheep at SYP 

594,405/head (down one percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 435,417/head (down ten percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest average 

price across Syria at SYP 545,350/sheep (up 15 percent m-o-m), followed by 

the middle region at SYP 543,604/sheep (down eight percent m-o-m). The 

northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 469,519/sheep (down nine 

percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 475,885/sheep (down 

five percent m-o-m).  

In May 2021, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and wheat 

flour was 262 kg/sheep (down five percent m-o-m). This highlights a deterio-

ration in the exchange for livestock owners who could buy on average five 

percent less wheat flour compared to a month earlier. Moreover, the ToT has 

worsened by 39 percent since May 2020.  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest ToT at 

360 kg/sheep (up four percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at 269 

kg/sheep (down seven percent m-o-m). While northwest Syria region record-

ed the lowest ToT per region at 229 kg/sheep (up nine percent m-o-m), fol-

lowed by the coastal region at 235 kg/sheep (up four percent m-o-m).  

Chart 10: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP  

Chart 11: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate 

Chart 12: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Chart 13: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 

2 year old sheep 

4. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local 

markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in 

purchasing power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  
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COVID-19 NFIs 

The price of all monitored COVID-19 items increased between April and May 

2021. M-o-m, the price of surgeon masks and plastic gloves increased by 20 

and 26 percent, reaching SYP 451/mask and SYP 643/pair, respectively. M-o-

m, the price of hand gel and soap bars increased by six and 13 percent, reach-

ing SYP 1,211/50 ml and SYP 615/bar, respectively. Moreover, m-o-m, the 

price of alcohol spray and bleach increased by three and four percent reaching 

SYP 2,263/200 ml and SYP 1,512/litre, respectively.  

Compared to November 2020 (six months ago), the price of surgeon masks 

and soap bars and plastic gloves increased by 33, 74 and 86 percent, respec-

tively. Moreover, the price of hand gel, bleach and alcohol spray increased by 

30, 37 and 40 percent.  

Additionally, the price of all items increased in May 2021 compared to Febru-

ary 2020 (prior to the COVID-19 outbreak in Syria). The price of soap bars, 

surgeon masks and plastic gloves have increased by 312, 471 and 859 percent, 

respectively. Also, the price of bleach, hand gel and alcohol spray have in-

creased by 263, 402 and 441 percent, respectively.  

 

Key food items retail prices 

Vegetable oil 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of vegetable oil decreased by 29 per-

cent throughout Syria, reaching SYP 5,408/litre. Nevertheless, it has increased 

by 42 percent since November 2020 (six months ago) and by 239 percent 

since May 2020.  

Lattakia recorded the highest vegetable oil price at SYP 8,206/litre (up one 

percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 5,153/litre 

(down five percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest price at SYP 

8,139/litre (unchanged m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 7,575/litre 

(down eight percent m-o-m). The cross-border region recorded the lowest 

price of vegetable oil at SYP 5,408/litre (down three percent m-o-m), followed 

by northeast Syria at SYP 6,249/litre (down seven percent m-o-m).  

Source: WFP  

Table 2: Prices of key COVID-19 items, week-on-week in May 2021, SYP  

Table 3: Monthly price changes of key COVID-19 items, SYP  

National average Feb-20 (SYP) 
May-21 

(SYP) 
% Change  

Surgeon mask  79         451  471% 

Gloves (pair) 67         643  859% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 418       2,263  441% 

Bleach bottle (L) 416       1,512  263% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 241       1,211  402% 

Soap bar 149         615  312% 

Source: WFP  
Chart 14: Retail Prices of Vegetable Oil, SYP  

Chart 15: Retail Prices of Sugar, SYP  

Sugar 

In May 2021, the national average retail price of sugar decreased by eight percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 1,922/kg. Nevertheless, the national average 

price has increased by 37 percent since November 2020 (six months ago) and by 173 percent since May 2020. Tartous recorded the highest sugar 

price at SYP 3,245/kg (down seven percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price of SYP 1,713/kg (down seven percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the coastal region recorded the highest price of SYP 2,227/kg (down four percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region 

at SYP 1,952/kg (down 11 percent m-o-m). Conversely, northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,782/kg (down 12 percent m-o-m), followed 

by the middle region at SYP 1,841 /kg (down 12 percent m-o-m).  

National average Week 1 (SYP) Week 2 (SYP) Week 3 (SYP) Week 4 (SYP) % Change (May W4&W1) 

Surgeon mask               348                349             348             757  118% 

Gloves (pair)              517                561             537             942  82% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml)            2,155              2,183           2,167           2,541  18% 

Bleach bottle (L)            1,447              1,412           1,392           1,791  24% 

Hand gel (50 ml)            1,106              1,096           1,126           1,511  37% 

Soap bar              514                511             514             913  78% 
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