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Highlights  

○ The national average price of WFP’s 

standard reference food basket in-

creased by four percent between July 

and August 2021, reaching SYP 173,634 

(USD 69 at the official exchange rate of 

SYP 2,500/USD).   

○  On 7 August, the Governor of Damas-

cus issued a decision to stipulate specif-

ic opening and closing times for all com-

mercial markets, shops, restaurants, and 

various economic activities in the gover-

norate, aiming to save energy to be 

redirected to residential users. 

○  On 15 August, the Ministry of Internal 

Trade and Consumer Protection an-

nounced subsidised bread distributions 

through smart cards and restricted de-

livery to weekly quotas by family size. 

○  In August 2021, the Syrian pound’s 

informal exchange rate weakened by 

four percent, reaching SYP 3,358/USD. 

Compared to July 2020, the Syrian 

pound depreciated by 36 percent.  

○  The informal national average price of 

transport diesel and one butane gas 

cylinder (25,000 L) increased respective-

ly by 10 and 31 percent in August com-

pared to July 2021, reaching SYP 2,297/

litre and SYP 49,612/refill.  

○ For further information, please con-
tact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Abdelrahman Hamza at                       
Abdelrahman.Hamza@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket1 
In August 2021, the national average price of a 

standard reference food basket increased by four 

percent compared to July 2021, reaching SYP 

173,634. The national average food basket price 

was 28 percent higher than that of February 2021 

(six months ago) and 107 percent higher compared 

to August 2020 (Figure 1). This is the second con-

secutive month-on-month (m-o-m) increase in the 

food basket price since April 2021. This increase is 

mainly attributed to the ongoing fuel shortage 

countrywide and the increase in the informal price 

of diesel between July and August 2021.   

M-o-m, 11 governorates recorded an increasing 

average reference food basket price in August 

2021. The highest m-o-m increase of 12 percent 

was reported in Deir-ez-Zor where the cost of the 

basket reached SYP 162,698, while the lowest m-o-

m increase (one percent) was reported in Ar-Raqqa 

where the price rose to SYP 179,889. The reference 

food basket price in Homs, Lattakia and As-Sweida 

remained unchanged m-o-m. Idleb and Quneitra 

reported the highest average food basket price at 

SYP 197,087 and SYP 182,784, respectively.  

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food 

basket has significantly increased across all 14 gov-

ernorates. Aleppo recorded the highest increase 

(up 131 percent) followed by Quneitra (up by 130 

percent), while Idleb recorded the lowest increase 

(up 66 percent).  

The gap between the highest and lowest average 

food basket prices increased by 10 percent from 

SYP 60,107 in July 2021 to SYP 66,360 in August 

2021. The gap increased by 45 percent since August 

2020 (Chart 1).  

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  

SYRIA COUNTRY OFFICE 
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.  

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 
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Bread Subsidy 

The rise in chicken prices 
Between July and August 2021, the price of chicken increased as a re-

sult of a number of factors3. The high price of chicken is largely linked 

to the high cost of inputs, especially feed, which have also forced a 

large number of small breeders to move away from raising chicks, re-

sulting in supply chain disruptions across the market. In addition, the 

higher price of fuel leading to increased transport cost also played a 

key role in increasing food prices, including chicken.  

M-o-m, the national average price of a whole clean chicken increased 

by 15 percent, reaching SYP 6,680/kg. Dar’a recorded the highest price 

at SYP 7,495/kg (up 17 percent m-o-m), while Ar-Raqqa recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 5,527/kg (down three percent m-o-m). Broken 

down by region, the Southern region recorded the highest price at SYP 

7,246/kg (up 20 percent m-o-m), while the Cross-border region record-

ed the lowest price at SYP 6,062/kg (up 16 percent m-o-m) - Chart 3. 

*Starting from March 2021, WFP-monitored commercial bread has been switched from resold public bread bundles to commercial bread sold at shops. Prices for the past year have been adjusted to include 
commercial bread resold from shops. Moreover, all prices have been adjusted to reflect bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg since November 2020.  
2 New mechanism for bread allocation: http://www.sana.sy/?p=1454524 
3 Increasing chicken prices: https://www.facebook.com/1641823532798473/posts/2944245065889640/  

Bread* 

As a result of limited wheat availability in 

Syria, on 15 August, the Ministry of Internal 

Trade and Consumer Protection (MoITCP) an-

nounced a new mechanism for subsidised 

bread allocations through the smart card sys-

tem. Quotas of subsidised bread bundles are 

to be provided by family size and not to ex-

ceed a specific amount per week2 (see Table 

1). The distribution of bread bundles will take 

place during all days of the week except for 

Friday (bakery’s day off). Previously, bread 

bundles were distributed on a daily basis 

based on family size; one bundle per family of 

one or two people; two bundles per family of 

three or four people; three bundles per family 

of five or six people; and four bundles per  

family of seven people or more.  

The national average price of subsidized bread in August 2021 

reached SYP 237/ bundle (up 14 percent m-o-m and 359 percent y-o-

y). The Coastal region recorded the highest price of SYP 251/bundle 

(up five percent m-o-m), followed by the Middle region at SYP 250/

bundle (up 13 percent m-o-m). While the Southern region recorded 

the lowest price at SYP 224/bundle (up 14 percent m-o-m), followed 

by Northeast Syria at SYP 239/bundle (up 17 percent m-o-m). 

The price of commercial bread increased by four percent m-o-m and 

by 88 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 1,870/bundle. The Southern region 

recorded the highest price of SYP 2,054/bundle (up two percent m-o

-m), followed by Northwest Syria at SYP 1,987/bundle (down one 

percent m-o-m). On the other hand, Northeast Syria recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 1,226/bundle (almost unchanged m-o-m), fol-

lowed by the Cross-Border region at SYP 1,755/bundle (up six per-

cent m-o-m) - Chart 2.  

Chart 2: Retail Prices of Commercial Bread, SYP 

Chart 3: Retail Prices of Whole Chicken, SYP 

Source: WFP  

Family size (number 
of people) 

Number of subsidised 
bread bundles per week 

Rate of subsidised bread bundle dis-
tribution per week 

1 4 Up to 4 bundles per week 

2 6 1 bundle per day 

3 7 
1 bundle per day except Thursdays when 2 

bundles can be provided 

4 10 
2 bundles per day except on Sundays and 

Tuesdays when only one bundle is allowed 

5 12 2 bundles per day 

6 14 
2 bundles per day except for Thursday 4 

bundles 

7 - 8 18 3 bundles per day 

9 - 10 - 11 24 4 bundles per day 

12 - 13 30 5 bundles per day 

14 + 36 6 bundles per day 

Table 1: New subsidised bread distribution mechanism via the smart card  

Source: MoITCP2 
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Staple cereals retail prices 

Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour through-

out Syria increased in August 2021 by two percent, reaching SYP 

1,913/kg. The wheat flour price also increased by 26 percent 

compared to February 2021 and by 88 percent y-o-y. Damascus 

recorded the highest wheat flour price in August at SYP 2,096/kg 

(up 10 percent m-o-m), followed by Dar’a at SYP 2,088/kg (up 

four percent m-o-m). However, Idleb recorded the lowest price of 

SYP 1,569/kg (up one percent m-o-m), followed by Al-Hasakeh at 

SYP 1,695/kg (down three percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, Northwest Syria recorded the highest 

retail price at SYP 2,141/kg (down one percent m-o-m), followed 

by the Southern region at SYP 2,019/kg (up three percent m-o-

m). While the Cross-border region recorded the lowest retail 

price at SYP 1,606/kg (up five percent m-o-m), followed by the 

Coastal region at SYP 1,852/kg (up five percent m-o-m) - Chart 4.  

Rice 

The national average retail price of Egyptian white rice increased 

by two percent compared to July 2021 and by 66 percent y-o-y, 

reaching SYP 2,519/kg in August 2021. Quneitra recorded the 

highest price at SYP 2,973/kg (almost unchanged m-o-m), fol-

lowed by Aleppo at SYP 2,801/kg (up seven percent m-o-m). 

However, Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 2,150/kg 

(up two percent m-o-m), followed by Ar-Raqqa at SYP 2,172 (up 

three percent m-o-m).  

M-o-m, the Cross-border region recorded the highest price at SYP 

2,733/kg (up eight percent m-o-m), followed by the Southern 

region at SYP 2,616/kg (up two percent m-o-m). Northeast Syria 

recorded the lowest average Egyptian white rice price by region 

at SYP 2,286/kg (up five percent m-o-m), followed by Northwest 

Syria at SYP 2,452/kg (up three percent m-o-m) - Chart 5.  

Bulgur  

M-o-m, the national average retail price of bulgur increased by 

five percent at SYP 2,103/kg in August 2021, whereas y-o-y, the 

price of bulgur increased by 72 percent. Homs recorded the high-

est bulgur retail price at SYP 2,467/kg (up six percent m-o-m), 

followed by As-Sweida at SYP 2,410/kg (up five percent m-o-m). 

However, Idleb recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,679/kg (up 

nine percent m-o-m), followed by Al-Hasakeh at SYP 1,715/kg 

(down two percent m-o-m).  

The Middle region of Syria recorded the highest average bulgur 

price by region at SYP 2,346/kg (up three percent m-o-m), fol-

lowed by the Coastal region at SYP 2,283/kg (up eight percent m-

o-m). On the other hand, the Cross-border region recorded the 

lowest average bulgur price at SYP 1,555/kg (up nine percent m-o

-m), followed by Northeast Syria at SYP 1,887/kg (up six percent 

m-o-m) - Chart 6.  

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Hama, Homs and Idleb [Senjar]; ‘South’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Dar’a, As-Sweida 

& Quneitra.  
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Source: WFP field offices 

Source: WFP 

Exchange rate** 
In August 2021, the informal SYP/USD exchange rate depreciated m-o-m 

by four percent, reaching SYP 3,358/USD. Compared to a year ago, the 

Syrian pound weakened by 36 percent.  

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Damascus, Hama and 

Homs at SYP 3,412/USD (depreciated by four, five and five percent, re-

spectively, m-o-m), followed by Rural Damascus at SYP 3,390/USD 

(depreciated by four percent m-o-m). On the other hand, the lowest rate 

was reported in Idleb at SYP 3,284/USD (depreciated by two percent m-o-

m), followed by Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 3,334/USD (depreciated by four per-

cent m-o-m) - Table 2.  

Moreover, the formal exchange rate and the UN operational rate have 

both remained unchanged m-o-m at SYP 2,500/USD.  

Diesel  
In August 2021, the formal national average price of diesel increased by 

18 percent compared to July 2021 and by 155 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 

443/litre.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of transport diesel in-

creased by 10 percent m-o-m and by 379 percent since August 2020 

reaching SYP 2,297/litre. The informal price remains four times higher 

than the formal price (SYP 443/litre) - Chart 7. Damascus recorded the 

highest informal price at SYP 3,011/litre (up 13 percent m-o-m), while Al-

Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 229/litre (unchanged m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, Northwest Syria recorded the highest price of 

informal transport diesel at SYP 2,737/litre (up three percent m-o-m), 

while Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 905/litre (up two 

percent m-o-m).   

Moreover, the informal national average price of heating diesel increased 

by 16 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 2,465/litre. Broken down by regions, 

Northwest Syria recorded the highest price at SYP 3,500/litre (up 75 per-

cent m-o-m), while Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 

1,250/litre (up 11 percent m-o-m).  

Butane gas prices 

In August 2021, the formal butane gas cylinder price (25,000 L) slightly 

increased by one percent m-o-m reaching SYP 4,114/refill. However, 

compared to August 2020, the price has increased by 50 percent.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder 

(25,000 L) increased by 31 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 49,612/refill in 

August 2021. The price also increased compared to August 2020 by 321 

percent. Dar’a recorded the highest price at SYP 85,171/refill (up 33 per-

cent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 11,808/

refill (up 0.5 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, Northwest Syria recorded the highest informal 

butane gas refill price at SYP 60,783/refill (up 18 percent m-o-m), fol-

lowed by the Middle region at SYP 59,404/refill (up 57 percent m-o-m). 

Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 22,027/refill (up eight 

percent m-o-m), followed by the Cross-border region at SYP 36,345/refill 

(up two percent m-o-m) - Chart 8.  

**When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in exchange rate against the local 

currency. The second one is the indirect quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate 

used below reflects the indirect quotation (measuring how much has the Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against the US dollar).  

***No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  

Governorate August 2021 
 % change         
(m-o-m) 

% change        
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo             3,345 -4% -37% 

Al-Hasakeh             3,335 -4% -38% 

Ar-Raqqa             3,342 -4% -38% 

As-Sweida             3,380 -5% -35% 

Damascus             3,412 -4% -35% 

Dar'a             3,356 -5% -35% 

Deir-ez-Zor             3,334 -4% -34% 

Hama             3,412 -5% -37% 

Homs             3,412 -5% -37% 

Idleb              3,284 -2% -35% 

Lattakia             3,347 -5% -36% 

Quneitra             3,379 -6% -36% 

Rural Damascus             3,390 -4% -35% 

Tartous             3,347 -5% -36% 

National average             3,358 -4% -36% 

Official rate   2,500 0% -50% 

Table 2: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Chart 7: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP*** 

Chart 8: Formal and informal butane gas cylinder prices, SYP***  
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Terms of Trade (ToT)2 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage, representing construction, 

off-loading and agricultural labour, was recorded at SYP 7,278/day (up three 

percent m-o-m) in August 2021. Moreover, the wage rate was 71 percent 

above its y-o-y level and 39 percent above levels recorded in February 2021 

- Chart 9.  

Damascus recorded the highest daily wage rate at SYP 10,667/day (up four 

percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest daily wage rate at 

SYP 4,518/day (down seven percent m-o-m). Broken down by region, the 

Southern region recorded the highest wage rate of SYP 8,777/day (up 12 

percent m-o-m), while Northwest Syria recorded the lowest wage rate of 

SYP 5,575/day (down six percent m-o-m). 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy 

indicator for purchasing power, increased by one percent between July and 

August 2021, reaching 3.81 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage compared to 3.76 

kgs of wheat flour in July 2021.  

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour increased 

by 10 percent compared to February 2021 (six months ago), while it de-

creased by nine percent compared to August 2020. In other words, the na-

tional average daily wage of a non-skilled labourer could buy 3.8 kgs of 

wheat flour in August 2021 compared to 3.5 kgs in February 2021, and 4.2 

kgs in August 2020. 

Broken down by region, the Cross-border region recorded the highest ToT 

at 4.9 kgs (down one percent m-o-m), while Northwest Syria recorded the 

lowest ToT at 2.6 kgs (down five percent m-o-m) - Chart 10. 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep increased by 

less than one percent m-o-m (up by 0.3 percent) and by 36 percent since 

August 2020, reaching SYP 515,448/sheep in August 2021 (Chart 11).  

Homs recorded the highest average price of a two-year old alive male sheep 

at SYP 627,429/head (up three percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded 

the lowest price at SYP 433,333/head (down three percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by region, the Middle region in Syria recorded the highest 

average price across Syria at SYP 607,462/sheep (up six percent m-o-m), 

followed by the Coastal region at SYP 549,222/sheep (up 40 percent m-o-

m). While Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 452,995/sheep 

(down one percent m-o-m), followed by Northwest Syria at SYP 473,000/

sheep (down 14 percent m-o-m).  

In August 2021, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and 

wheat flour was 269 kg/sheep (down two percent m-o-m). However, the 

ToT worsened by 28 percent since August 2020.  

Broken down by region, the Middle region recorded the highest ToT at 325 

kg/sheep (up eight percent m-o-m), followed by the Cross-border region at 

303 kg/sheep (down 17 percent m-o-m). While Northwest Syria recorded 

the lowest ToT at 221 kg/sheep (down 13 percent m-o-m), followed by the 

Northeast Syria at 241 kg/sheep (down six percent m-o-m) - Chart 12. 

Chart 9: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP  

Chart 10: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate 

Chart 11: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Chart 12: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 

2 year old sheep 

2. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local 

markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in 

purchasing power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  
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COVID-19 NFIs 
Between July and August 2021, the prices of all monitored COVID-19 items 

slightly increased. M-o-m, the price of surgeon masks and plastic gloves in-

creased by four percent for each item, reaching SYP 372/mask and SYP 609/

pair, respectively. Moreover, m-o-m, the price of hand gel, bleach and soap 

bars increased by three percent for all these items and by four percent for 

alcohol spray, reaching SYP 1,117/50 ml, SYP 1,447/litre, SYP 515/bar and SYP 

2,304/200 ml, respectively - Table 3.  

Compared to August 2020, the price of all COVID-19 items increased except 

for surgeon masks which decreased by 24 percent. The price of alcohol spray 

and plastic gloves increased by 45 and 50 percent, respectively. Moreover, 

the price of hand gel, soap bars and bleach increased by 10, 10 and 24 per-

cent, respectively.   

Additionally, compared to February 2020 (prior to the COVID-19 outbreak in 

Syria), the price of all items in August 2021 increased. For example the price 

of hand gel, alcohol spray and plastic gloves increased by 364, 451 and 809 

percent, respectively. Also, the price of soap bars, bleach and surgeon masks 

increased by 245, 248, and 371 percent, respectively - Table 4.  

Key food-items retail prices 

Red Split Lentils 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of red split lentils increased by five 

percent throughout Syria, reaching SYP 2,843/kg. The price of red split lentils 

increased by 41 percent since February 2021 (six months ago) and by 111 

percent since August 2020.  

Ar-Raqqa recorded the highest red split lentils price at SYP 3,967/kg (down 

one percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 

1,957/kg (up eight percent m-o-m).   

Broken down by region, Northwest Syria recorded the highest price at SYP 

3,173/kg (up five percent m-o-m), followed by the Coastal region at SYP 

2,922/kg (up six percent m-o-m). The Cross-border region recorded the low-

est price of red split lentils at SYP 2,550/kg (up nine percent m-o-m), followed 

by Northeast Syria at SYP 2,631/kg (up six percent m-o-m) - Chart 13.  

Source: WFP  

Table 3: Prices of key COVID-19 items, week-on-week in August 2021, SYP  

Table 4: Monthly price changes of key COVID-19 items, SYP  

National average Feb-20 (SYP) 
Aug-21  
(SYP) 

% Change  

Surgeon mask  79         372 371% 

Gloves (pair) 67         609  809% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 418       2,304 451% 

Bleach bottle (L) 416       1,447  248% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 241       1,117  364% 

Soap bar 149         515 245% 

Source: WFP  

Chart 13: Retail Prices of Red Split Lentils, SYP  

Chart 14: Retail Prices of Sugar, SYP  

Sugar 

In August 2021, the national average retail price of sugar increased by 13 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 2,318/kg. Moreover, the national average 

price has increased by 21 percent since February 2021 (six months ago) and by 95 percent since August 2020. Dar’a recorded the highest sugar price 

at SYP 2,446/kg (up 16 percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price of SYP 1,852/kg (up five percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by region, Northwest Syria recorded the highest price of SYP 2,492/kg (up 17 percent m-o-m), followed by the Southern region at SYP 

2,370/kg (up 14 percent m-o-m). The Cross-border region recorded the lowest price at SYP 2,131/kg (up seven percent m-o-m), followed by North-

east Syria at SYP 2,272/kg (up 15 percent m-o-m) - Chart 14.  

National average Week 1 (SYP) Week 2 (SYP) Week 3 (SYP) Week 5 (SYP) 
% Change                                    

(August W5 & W1) 
Week 4 (SYP) 

Surgeon mask  364  375  370  376  3% 377  

Gloves (pair) 619  613  604  628  1% 581  

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 2,294  2,358  2,249  2,283  -0.5% 2,337  

Bleach bottle (L) 1,410  1,428  1,438  1,493  6% 1,465  

Hand gel (50 ml) 1,101  1,098  1,088  1,147  4% 1,152  

Soap bar 514  501  510  531  3% 518  
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