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 6th -18th of October 

Introduction 
This weekly report presents summary information on market dynamics, price fluctuations and commodity availability given the on-going economic and domestic production challenges. It covers the 

period 14th to the 18th of October 2019 and constitutes the 16h round of the emergency markets monitoring. This information was collected from 804 traders across 30 districts by WFP in partnership 

with members of the Cash Assistance Working group including World Vision International, CARE, Christian Aid, Goal Zimbabwe, Mercy Corp, IRC, Red Cross, Action Aid, CAFOD, Africare, ADRA, MDTC, 

Plan International and WeEffect. 

Maize Grain  
Maize grain was reported available in just 10% of the monitored markets down from 70% in the previous reporting week. Key contributing factors to the low percentage of market availability could 

be low demand of the commodity from the markets due to increased farmgate sales (this is typical during this time of the year as farmers offload their stocks onto the market due to attractive prices 

resulting from increased demand) as well as the influx of maize grain through food assistance programs as most food relief organisations, government included, have scaled up their food relief distri-

butions during the past 2 weeks. Information on household cereal availability might shed more light on the issue hence further investigation is required. Maize grain was being sold at an average 

price of ZWL 3.16/kg and ZWL3.36/kg for bond note and mobile respectively (Table 1). Mobile money payments increased by 26% in a week while bond notes increased by 35% over the same peri-

od1 . 

Ta-

ble 

1: 

Maize grain prices by district       Figure 1: Maize Grain Price Trends 
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Maize Meal  
About 60% of the surveyed markets confirmed ready availability of the commodity (table 2). Fifty six percent of the traders interviewed confirmed trading in maize meal at  an average price of 

ZWL5.25/kg and ZWL 5.55/kg during the past week for bond note and mobile money payments respectively. These prices are 25% and 23% higher when compared to the last reporting period (5th to 

the 11th of October 2019).) The Rand and USD prices remained relatively stable , at an average price of USD $0.41 and R5.65 respectively. Highest prices were recorded in Hwange district where the 

average price was 21% higher than the national average at ZWL 6.35/kg.  

Table 2: Maize meal prices by district 
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Pulses  
Sugar beans were available in 61% of the markets selling  at an average price of  ZWL 32.64/kg and ZWL 33.94/kg for bond notes and mobile money payments respectively. Gokwe South had the 

highest prices per kg selling at ZWL 67.68/kg for bond note payments (table 3). The High price could be an indicator of a high demand against low supply within specific areas in the district.  

    

Table 3: Pulses prices by district                   Figure 2: Pulses price trends 
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Vegetable Oil  
Availability of vegetable oil remains stable across the country with only 7 out of 30 districts surveyed not having the commodity. VAM will continue to monitor the situation in the 7 districts to es-

tablish whether this is a temporal or persistent problem. Most of the vegetable oil on the market was fortified with non-fortified brands being imports. There is need to put in place a regulation that  

discourages importation of non-fortified commodities into the country. Cooking oil prices increased by 6% and 9%  for bond note and mobile money payments. The commodity was being sold at an 

average price of  ZWL 23.02 and ZWL 25.55 for bond and mobile money payments respectively. Prices quoted in Rands decreased slightly from R24.89/L  to R22.58/L (table 4) over the reporting 

week, while those quoted in USD remained relatively stable. The decrease in Rand prices is likely influenced by the Rand gaining strength against the dollar in the last week while increases in ZWL 

prices is a result of  currency devaluation against the USD (table 5).  

Table 4: Vegetable oil prices by district         Fig-

ure 3: Vegetable oil price trends 
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Economic Outlook 
There was a slight deterioration in the value of the Zimbabwe RTGS dollars, with the exchange rate increasing by less than a percentage point (0.13%) over the past week (figure 4). However the 
parallel market rate was on average 5% higher when compared to the average interbank rate (table 5), this disparity has been attributed to shortage of foreign currency on the formal market. 
Persistent exchange rate depreciation and the loss of household purchasing power , are likely  to influence a continuation of an inflationary environment. 

Table 5: Exchange Rates 

 
   

Figure 3: Interbank Exchange rate USD to ZWL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendations 
• WFP to start monitoring prices and availability from traders taking part in the basic commodity subsidy government initiative 

• WFP to continue with the intensified markets monitoring for programme decision making in real time.. 

• WFP to increase its coverage by collaborating more with partners and various stakeholders. 

  Source Rate 

OMIR OMIR 24.5% 

USD/ZWL Rbz.co.zw 15.44% 

USD/ZWL Zimrate.com 20.5% 

USD/Bond Zimrate.com 13.3% 

USD/ZWL UN 14.2% 


