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• FAO Food Chain Crisis Early Warning Bulletin I January-March 2019  
http://www.fao.org/food-chain-crisis/early-warning-bulletin/en/ 
 
In this bulletin:  

✓ Twenty-nine plant and forest pests and diseases, locusts and animal and aquatic diseases were 
monitored and forecasted by FAO experts for the period January-March 2019. A total of 275 forecasts 
were conducted in 120 countries. 

✓ According to the forecasts, the following pests and diseases represent a high to moderate risk to the 
food chain in some countries for the period January-March 2019:  

✓ Rift Valley fever (RVF) in Africa, African swine fever (ASF) in Asia and Europe, Foot-and-mouth disease 
(FMD), Avian influenza (AI) in Africa and Asia, and Peste des petits ruminants (PPR) in Africa, Asia and 
Europe for Animal diseases and zoonoses;  

✓ Fall armyworm (FAW), Banana fusarium wilt disease (BFWD) and Cassava mosaic disease (CMD) in 
Africa and Asia, and Cassava brown streak disease (CBSD), Wheat rust and Banana bunchy top disease 
(BBTD) in Africa for Plant pests and diseases;  

✓ Desert Locust in Africa and Asia for Locusts;  
✓ Blue gum chalcid, Red gum lerp psyllid, Bronze bug and Polyphagous shot hole borer (PSHB) in Africa, 

Dry cone syndrome in Asia, Bark beetles in Europe and the Americas, and Pine processionary moth in 
Europe for Forest pests and diseases;  

✓ Tilapia Lake Virus in the Americas and Asia, and Acute hepatopancreatic necrosis disease (AHPND) in 
Asia for Aquatic diseases. 
 
 

• WFP monthly Market Update – December 2018 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/sudan/document/wfp-monthly-
market-update-december-2018 
 
Highlights 

✓ Though it is the harvesting season for one of the best rainy season during the last decade, the national 
average price of crops and livestock increased significantly during December compared to previous 
month.  

✓ in el gadarif auction market, the monthly average wholesale price of sorghum in December increased 
compared to November while the millet price slightly decreased. the prices of both increased by more 
than 100% compared to December 2017. 

✓ in December, the national average retail price of sorghum increased by 11.3%, it increased in all states 
except north Darfur remained stable. 

✓ the national average retail price of goat increased by 11 percent in December compared to November, 
it increased in 9 out of 12 states.  

✓ the national average retail price of groundnut increased by 5.5 percent in December compared to the 
previous month, it increased in nine out of eleven states. 
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• Crop Prospects and Food Situation /Quarterly Global Report /December 2018 

http://www.fao.org/3/CA2726EN/ca2726en.pdf 
 

COUNTRIES REQUIRING EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE FOR FOOD 
✓ FAO assesses that globally 40 countries, of which 31 in Africa, continue to be in need of external 

assistance for food. The impact of conflicts continues to be the main cause of the high level of severe 
food insecurity. Weather-induced production declines have also negatively impacted food availability, 
according to the new edition of the quarterly Crop Prospects and Food Situation report issued today. 

 

Regional Highlights 
✓ AFRICA Beneficial weather conditions triggered production gains in East Africa and output rebounds in 

North Africa. By contrast, dry conditions curbed harvests in Southern Africa, while in West Africa, 
production is expected to revert to average levels. Conflicts in several countries of the region, notably 
in Central Africa, continue to acutely impact the agriculture sector. 
 

✓ ASIA Cereal harvests in 2018 declined to below-average levels in the Near East and CIS Asia, on account 
of rainfall deficits, while also ongoing conflicts in parts of the Near East continue to impede agricultural 
activities. Aggregate cereal production in the Far East is foreseen to rise, driven by an enlarged paddy 
output. 
 

✓ LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN Cereal production is estimated to decline from last year’s record 
high in South America. In Central America and the Caribbean, extended dry weather conditions have 
adversely affected the 2018 output, except in Mexico. 

 
 

• FEWS NET Sudan Food Security Outlook report for December 2018 to May 2019. 
http://fews.net/east-africa/sudan 
 
Key Messages  

✓ The November-December main season millet and sorghum harvest is ongoing in Sudan and production 
is anticipated to be average. Rainfall during the June to September season was well above average and 
supported favorable crop yields across the country. Such rainfall performance would typically lead to 
an above-average harvest, though macroeconomic issues over the past year have negatively impacted 
both the planting and harvesting of crops. 

✓ Sudan continues to face macroeconomic challenges and a shortage of hard currency, and the Sudanese 
Pound has further deteriorated to 70 SDG on the parallel market in December. Food prices are already 
150-200 percent above average and are expected to increase to 200-250 percent above average during 
the 2019 lean season, reducing household food access. 

✓ Food security improvements during the November to February harvesting period will be less significant 
than in typical years as many poor households obtain some or most of their food needs from market 
purchases even during the harvesting period. Between March and May 2019, food security will 
deteriorate as poor households begin to deplete household food stocks and become even more 
dependent on markets. Many areas will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2), while much of North Darfur, Jebel 
Marra, Red Sea, and parts of West Kordofan, North Kordofan, South Kordofan, Blue Nile, Kassala, will 
be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
 

• Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Bulletin/ Monthly Report /   
December 2018 
http://www.fao.org/3/CA2766EN/ca2766en.pdf 
 

Monitoring and analysis of food prices 
✓ The monthly FPMA Bulletin provides the latest food price developments at world, regional and national 

level. It focuses on countries where prices are abnormally high, based on GIEWS analysis and the 
Indicator of Food Price Anomalies (IFPA). The IFPA is an indirect indicator of Target 2.c of Sustainable 

http://fews.net/east-africa/sudan


Development Goal (SDG) 2 as it is a measure of food price volatility, detecting abnormal growth of prices 
in food markets. 
 

Key Messages 
✓ International prices of wheat and maize remained under downward pressure in November, mostly on 

account of large nearby supplies. For rice, new crop arrivals continued to weigh on export price 
quotations. 

✓ In East Africa, in the Sudan, a further sharp devaluation of the currency triggered a marked increase in 
the prices of grains, which reached record to near-record highs despite the ongoing harvest. 

✓ In Southern Africa, in Zimbabwe, a drop in the value of the country’s currency, as well as a shortage of 
foreign exchange, curbed imports and underpinned the increases in cereal prices. Elsewhere in the 
subregion, reduced 2018 harvests pushed the prices of maize to levels above those recorded a year 
earlier in several countries. 

 

• Crop Prospects and Food Situation -Quarterly Global Report /December 2018 

http://www.fao.org/3/CA2726EN/ca2726en.pdf 
 
COUNTRIES REQUIRING EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE FOR FOOD 

✓ FAO assesses that globally 40 countries, of which 31 in Africa, continue to be in need of external 
assistance for food. The impact of conflicts continues to be the main cause of the high level of severe 
food insecurity. Weather-induced production declines have also negatively impacted food availability, 
according to the new edition of the quarterly Crop Prospects and Food Situation report  
Regional Highlights 

✓ AFRICA Beneficial weather conditions triggered production gains in East Africa and output rebounds in 
North Africa. By contrast, dry conditions curbed harvests in Southern Africa, while in West Africa, 
production is expected to revert to average levels. Conflicts in several countries of the region, notably 
in Central Africa, continue to acutely impact the agriculture sector. 

✓ ASIA Cereal harvests in 2018 declined to below-average levels in the Near East and CIS Asia, on 
account of rainfall deficits, while also ongoing conflicts in parts of the Near East continue to impede 
agricultural activities. Aggregate cereal production in the Far East is foreseen to rise, driven by an 
enlarged paddy output. 

✓ LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN Cereal production is estimated to decline from last year’s record 
high in South America. In Central America and the Caribbean, extended dry weather conditions have 
adversely affected the 2018 output, except in Mexico. 
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