MULTIFUNCTIONAL TEAM ASSESMENT REPORT: REFUGEES/ASYLUMS SEEKERS SITES IN WAD MEDANI
Date: 2 May 2023
Assessment Team: COR, UNHCR (Protection, Field, Programme), NRC, DRC, SI, MUTAWINAT, ALIGHT, MTI, IRW

1. Basic demography
	[bookmark: _Hlk133849867]Estimated Number of people 

	Nationality-Ethnicity 
	Place of Origin
	Where they travelled from

	About 405 asylum seekers and refugees.
	Ethiopian (Tigrinya, Amhara)
Eritrean
Sudanese
Congolese

	Ethiopia
Eritrea
Sudan
DRC
Kenya
	Khartoum



2. Number of refugees/asylum seekers in three sites visited on 02.05.2023

	Location
	Total individuals 
	Male 
	Female 

	Al awail secondary school 
	122
	55
	67

	Albender primary school 
	123
	50
	73

	Evangelical school
	160
	60
	100

	Total 
	405
	165
	240



· Most of the nationalities are Eritrean registered in Khartoum holding refugee ID card.
· There are 22 Congolese individuals.
· The group in Alawail secondary school mentioned that they were 250 individuals and now they are remaining with 122 (half of them left the place to unknown destination).







3. People with specific needs:

	Site
	Pregnancy
	Nursing mothers
	Elderly persons
	Separated children
	Persons with physical disabilities
	Minorities
	Comment

	
	
	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	
	

	Alawail secondary school
	2
	4
	7
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	22
	The minorities include 3 Congolese families

	Albender primary school
	0
	1
	1
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	The minorities include 2 Kenyans (not refugees)

	Evangelical school
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	_

	Total
	3
	6
	11
	10
	3
	2
	1
	0
	24
	_



4. Assessment Process:
The assessment team was comprised of 30 staff from UNHCR, COR, NRC, DRC, SI, MUTAWINAT, ALIGHT, MTI and IRW.
[bookmark: _Hlk134004025][bookmark: _Hlk134004367][bookmark: _Hlk134004846]The team was divided into two groups one for refugees and other for IDPs in different sectors (Protection, Health, shelter, WASH ). The assessment team visited the three locations identified by the Government (Al awail secondary school, Albender primary school, and Evangelical school).
The team had a meeting with A.COR Madani who indicated that from 19 April 2023, refugees/asylum seekers started arriving in Medani  from Khartoum and are hosted in different locations inside the city. The Government has requested to relocate the refugees to Fao 5 camp but unfortunately the camp is closed since 2021 and Madani don’t have a UNHCR office in Madani, Refugees are currently in schools  and it’s hard to register them and have an accurate statistics.
The Assessment team also met the Aljazeera Government officials (Fateh Elrahman Mohamed- GM Ministry of Social welfare the acting Minister, HAC commissioner, Youth and sports ministry DG  and a head of a government committee in charge of new arrivals). They noted the situation is very critical. There are 10 centres providing services for the refugees. Government estimated between 3,000-5,000 refugees/asylum seekers. HAC estimated 3.5 IDPs million. They wanted urgent relocation of refugees/asylum seekers from schools to refugee camps as students needs to commence studies as of May 2023. The government noted they are in contact with Zakat Chamber and Sudanese Red Crescent to track and register all arrivals in the different localities of Aljazeera.

5. Findings 
The sites where refugees and asylum seekers reside are managed by the Resistance Youth Committee (RYC) – a grassroots resistance group that, according to the State General Secretary of Medani, could be supported by political groups which could have potentially serious security and political implications for the refugees and asylum seekers currently staying at these sites. The RYC frequently denies government officials access to the sites. This was confirmed when during the visit to one of the sites, the authorities had to negotiate with the RYC to grant them entry. One COR staff reported he was denied access to the site. 
Majority of the refugees and asylum seekers had escaped from Khartoum. They are currently living in substandard conditions, having little choice but to sleep on the ground in classrooms and corridors with limited access to latrines. Moreover, food is scarce; some are able to purchase some food from the local market while others rely on the food provided by the host community, including Eritrean and Ethiopian families living in Medani. Among this population, there are some unregistered individuals mostly from Eritrea and Ethiopia with a few from Kenya. 
Refugees and asylum seekers raised concerns about their safety and security in Medani due to reports of theft and abductions although some indicated that they were not ready to relocate to the camps in Gedaref or Kassala due to the fear that their safety may be compromised. Several refugees noted that their resettlement process was in its final stages.
	Sector
	Current situation
	Follow up action

	Visited sites
	Al awail secondary school, Albender primary school, and Evangelical school
	


	Safety and Security
	Reported incident of human trafficking, theft. POCs are being hosted by political parties and youth resistant committees and the state government want this practice to stop as it puts the POCs at risk.
	Relocate refugees/asylum seekers to the camps

	Food
	New arrivals relying on communal feeding supported by the resistance youth groups. 

	Need for urgent food support, some PSNs need special nutrition support.


	WASH
	The first site Al awail school:
•	Water the school is connected to the town water system, there is one plastic tank and  10 drinking water potteries , and group of hand washing facilities (Water jugs).
•	Sanitation there is school latrines two separate units 5 compartments each 
•	No showers available
•	Need for Jerrycans
•	Need for dignity kits.
The 2nd  Site Al bander BS school:
•	the school Water is connected to the town water system, and  5 drinking water potteries ,3 water coolers, local water cooler (8 taps) and 2 hand washing facility hand washing facilities (Water jugs).
•	Sanitation: there is school latrines one units  7 doors each, also can be use as showers. 
•	One showers available
•	Need for Jerrycans
•	Need for dignity kids
•	12 drinking water potteries 40 liters.
•	8 cooler 20 liters.

The 3rd side Evangelical school:
• Water the school is connected to the town water system, there 4 tap stands local cooler and  5 drinking water potteries,  3 water cooler, local water cooler (10 zeers) and 2 hand washing facility hand washing facilities 8 taps.
•	Sanitation: there is school latrines one unit  11 doors mix use  shower as showers. 
•	One showers available
•	Need for Jerrycans
•	Need for dignity kids
•	latrines dislodging is needed.
	Need for Jerrycans and dignity kits distribution, and latrines desludging 

	Health and Nutrition
	· There are many cases in need of medical services. New arrivals pay for medical services.
· Inadequate health services 
· Three cases are receiving dialysis
· Poor quality and frequency of food. Many families survive on one meal per day mostly paid out of their pockets.
· No soap

	Relocate  refugees and asylum seekers to  existing camps in Gedaref and Kassala states where health services is provided.




	Shelter
	· Refugees are accommodated in schools in Wad Madani city owed by the state government and some of them are private schools owned by a church. People are sleeping on the ground in the classrooms.
· Refugees constant moving from one location to another and some denied accommodation.
· One school manager complained about existence of the POCs inside his private school. He said that he wants to continue working with his team and students to earn his wage.

	Relocate to refugee camps where better shelter services can be accessed.

	NFIs

	Refugees/asylum seekers fleeing the conflict were unable to carry their belongings
	Distribute of NFIs

	PSNs
	Presence of pregnant women, disabled people, people in need of urgent medical attention. Very hungry children.
	Urgent intervention to provide lifesaving support



6. Debriefing and Recommendations:
During the debriefing, the State General Secretary gave four key messages:
i. The security situation in the Medani is affected by ongoing clashes and refugees/asylum seekers could face security risks from criminal elements.
ii. UNHCR/COR should urgently relocate refugees and asylum seekers from the State to existing refugee camps. Refugees and asylum seekers are supported by political elements and occupying classrooms, disrupting provision of education to Sudanese students.
iii. UNHCR and COR should urgently revert to the state government with plans to relocate the new arrivals (refugees and asylum seekers).  
iv. The State will take care of the IDPs.

Following the visit, UNHCR held a meeting with representatives from ACOR and COR Gedaref and agreed the following:
i. From observations at the time of the assessment there could be a minimum of 800 and a maximum of 2,000 refugees/AS in the sites indicated by the government. 
ii. More refugees/AS continue to arrive from Khartoum.
iii. Commence preparations to relocate the refugees and asylum seekers as quickly as possible from Medani to a safer location, determined by COR, where they could readily access protection and assistance. 
iv. COR to inform the State government of relocation plans.
v. COR to inform humanitarians of relocation site.
vi. Those who have expressed protection concerns regarding their relocation to the camps will be assessed and dealt with on a case-by-case basis, according to existing laws and regulations.
vii. Registration of the asylum seekers and verification of refugees will be undertaken once they have been relocated to the destination site.








7. Photos
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1st Site: Alawail secondary school
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1st Site: Alawail secondary school
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Alawail secondary school WASH facilities assessment
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2nd Site: Albender primary school- assessment team negotiating entry
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2nd Site: Albender primary school
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2nd Site: Albender primary school
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WASH facilities 2nd Site: Albender primary school
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WASH facilities 2nd Site: Albender primary school
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3rd Site: Evangelical school
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2 | Page

image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




