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Executive summary 
Background 

The Première Urgence International commissioned a Social-Economic Study for Livelihood 
and Economic Recovery Intervention. The Social-Economic Study for Livelihood and 
Economic Recovery Intervention is an in-depth, independent assessment of people’s 
livelihoods, resilience of socio-economic systems to specific threats or shocks on 
livelihoods vulnerability in Maiduguri especially with respect to cultural and ethnical 
perspectives that undermine economics and the welfare of the population.  

Context  

The nine years of conflict in Borno state is characterised by destruction of livelihoods and 
livelihood assets. This has placed both IDPs and host communities in dire need of urgent 
humanitarian interventions for livelihoods.  In this context, Première Urgence 
International (PUI) is looking to develop and implement sustainable livelihoods 
programmes for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Maiduguri, Borno State. However, 
interventions in crisis and post-crisis situations as in Maiduguri can achieve their goals and 
avoid inadvertently causing more harm only when they are based on solid socio-economic 
analysis.  This is the raison de etre for the Première Urgence International (PUI). The 
purpose of this social-economic study is to understand key features of household assets, 
livelihoods strategies, priorities and goals at micro-level, policies, social-cultural and 
ethnical consequences of the current crisis, barriers to equitable access to resources among 
others. 

Method 

A cross-sectional survey research design was adopted for the study. Generally, cross 
sectional survey research designs draw samples from large population and conclusion 
reached from samples are used to generalize the results to the entire population. The major 
instruments used in collecting data for this study include questionnaire, In-depth 
Interviews Guide, and Focus Group Discussions (FGD’s) Guide.  A total of 1, 120 
questionnaires were administered and retrieved back for analysis. The study covered 6 
districts in Maiduguri urban including Bolori, Gwange, Shuari, Auno, Maisandari and 
Galtimari. The main respondents were residents in Maiduguri. Qualitative and quantitative 
techniques of data analysis were employed to accomplish both descriptive and inferential 
analysis. Data collected through FGD’s was content analysed. The data collected through 
the questionnaire were statistically analysed by relevant descriptive and inferential 
statistics including frequencies, percentages, mean, median and cross tabulation, T-test 
and logistic regression. The statistical software for the quantitative data analysis was 
Statistical Packages of the Social Sciences (SPSS) while that of the qualitative analyses was 
NVivo software 
 

Main Findings 
 

1. Socioeconomic and Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents: More 
than half of the respondents were males (57.4%). The average age of the male and 
female respondents were 45 years and 38 years respectively. The majority (59.6%) 
of the respondents are between the ages of 35-54 years. Average household size is 
8.9 while average number of vulnerable persons as defined by number of pregnant 
women, disabled, children and chronically sick per household is 7. Majority (55.1%) 
of the respondents had no formal education while 20.4 per cent and 11 per cent had 
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secondary and diploma education respectively. About 75 per cent and 66.7 per cent 
of male respondents had Bachelor degree and Master’s Degree compared to female 
25 per cent and 33.3 per cent for Bachelor and Master’s Degree respectively. 

2. Employment: Results show that the average number of HH members above 18 
years currently self-employed is 2 while the average employed in the private and 
public sector is 2 respectively. However, the average number of unemployed 
members of HH above 18 years is 4 per household.  Main sources of income of the 
respondents are artisan, trading and farming as indicated by 26.8 per cent, 24.8 per 
cent and 12.9 per cent of the respondents respectively. It also shows that about 32 
per cent of the male respondents are involved in trading and business activities 
compared to the female 27.8 per cent, while farming is dominated by men (16.4%) 
compared to women (8.2%). Average income per month is N17,506 per households. 
Average income per month for men was N23,542 while that of women N10,656. 

3. Food Security: The main coping strategies of households include borrowing, 
relying on less preferred food and limiting portion size at meals as indicated by 72 
per cent, 93 per cent and 55.5 per cent of the respondents respectively as well as 
child labour and begging as indicated by 32.7 per cent and 35.5 per cent of the 
respondents respectively. Overall, average household expenditure on household 
items per month is N15,171. Average savings per month in the last 30 days per 
household was N6,581 while average borrowing in the last 30 days per household 
was N5, 547. However, the majority of respondents save their money at home. 
Overall, the sum of N4, 518, 822 was spent by all the respondents in the purchase of 
livelihood assets in the study area. The finding shows that there are variations in 
livelihood investment. Galtimari District has the least livelihood investment of 
N282,250 and Maisandari district had the highest livelihood investment of N1,126, 
172. 

4. Household Ownership of Livelihood Assets: Access and ownership of cultivable 
land is dominant in Gwange, Bolori and Shuari Districts as indicated by 63.3 per 
cent, 61.8 per cent and 51.7 per cent respectively. Ownership and access to 
cultivable land is least in Maisandari, Galtimari and Auno Districts as indicated 14 
per cent, 20 per cent and 25.3 per cent respectively. Auno, Maisandari and Shuari 
Districts have the highest access and ownership of grazing land as indicated by 46.9 
per cent, 39.9 per cent and 24.4 per cent respectively. However, access and 
ownership of water for irrigation is low across the districts. Gender wise, the study 
reveals that men have more access to land compared to women. While 27.6 per cent 
of the male respondents indicated ownership of land, only 13.9 per cent of the 
female respondents have access to land. Results also show that the male 
respondents have more access to social capital assets than the female respondents. 
For instance, 59.2 per cent of male respondents indicated receiving support- from 
extended family compared to 46.5 per cent for the female respondents.  

5. Agricultural inputs/ credit: Results show that 69.1 per cent, 75.2 per cent and 77.5 
per cent of the male respondents indicated ownership of farming tools, livestock 
and seeds compared to 30.9 per cent, 24.2 per cent and 22.5 per cent of female 
respondents respectively. It indicates that access to formal credit is poor across the 
districts as less than 15 per cent of the respondents indicated access to formal credit 
across the 6 districts. Savings is low across the 6 districts as less than 23 per cent of 
the respondents are able to save. Access to informal credit facilities is high in Auno 
and Galtimari Districts as 65.5 per cent and 71.7 per cent of the respondents in these 



9 
 

2 districts indicated having access to informal credit. Gender wise, the men have 
more financial assets compared to women. 

6. Livelihood Assets Wealth Zones: Results show variations across the District in 
livelihood assets. Auno with a Z-score of 2.58455 was classified as High Wealth 
Livelihood Asset Zones, Bolori, Maisandari and Shuari Districts with Z-scores of 
1.03101, 1.80934 and 1.44349 respectively were classified as Middle Wealth 
Livelihood Asset Zones. Gwange and Galtimari Districts with Z-scores of 0 and 
0.10812 were classified as Low Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones.  

7. Education: The mean number of male and female children that have never attended 
any school was 1.9 and 2.1 respectively per household. Overall, about 4.0 children 
(6-17 years) per households have not attended any formal education in the study 
area. The mean total number of children that have dropped out of school in 
Maiduguri urban is 4.06 comprising of 2.61 for males and 1.45 for females while the 
mean total number of children currently attending non-formal education is 5.91 
comprising of 3.11 for males and 2.8 for females. However, the mean total number 
of children currently attending formal education is 5.08 comprising of 2.81 for 
males and 2.27 for males. Gwange, Bolori and Shuari Districts have the highest 
number of children (6-17 years) currently attending formal education. A total of 7.9, 
5.8 and 4.3 children 6-17 years are currently attending formal education in Gwange, 
Bolori and Shuari Districts respectively.   

8. Evidence shows that the mean number of children attending non-formal education 
are 8 and 7 children in Bolori and Gwange Districts which is the highest for all the 
District covered by the study. Also, the mean number of children that have never 
attended any school are more in Gwange, Galtimari and Shuari Districts with a mean 
of 3.9, 2.7 and 2.1 children respectively.   

9. Results further show that the highest percentage (46.3%) of  youth respondents 
that have received numeracy training in the last five years are found in Galtimari 
District while the least is Gwange (1.1%). Overall, only 14.3 per cent of the 
respondents across the districts have received any form of training in the last five 
years.            

10. Health: Less than 20 per cent of the respondents indicated having access to health care 

facilities. Over 85 per cent of the respondents across the districts maintained that they 

have had cause to visit a health center in the last 6 months within the study area. Almost 

half (44.1%) of respondents visited clinics operated by non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs). The main ailment malaria (90.4%), minor injuries (48.7%), measles (37.5%), 

diarrhea (33%), Chicken Pox (30.3%), Cholera (29%) and malnutrition (23%).  Three 

main challenges were identified in acessing the health facilities. They include insufficient 

funds to purchase the recommended drugs (84.4%), absence of transport facilities to 

move the sick to the hospital (67.1%) and non-opening of public health facilities (51.2%). 

Galtimari and Shuari Districts has the least travels in accessing health care facilities while 

Bolori districts has the highest travelling distance.  

11.  Health, Gender wise: there are more access to health care facilities for men compared 

to women. While about 56.4 per cent of the male respondents indicated having access to 

health care facilities only 43.6 per cent of the female respondents indicated having access 

to health care facilities. Mean number of children under 5 that have been vaccinated 
against polio is 3.5 while the mean number of children between the ages of 12 and 
24 months that have been vaccinated against measles is 2.7. About 54.1 per cent of 
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pregnant women have access to antenatal care while 53 per cent of lactating 
mothers have access to postnatal care. Only 24.5 per cent and 15.7 per cent of 
pregnant women in Galtimari and Gwange Districts have access to antenatal 
services. Similarly, only 14.6 per cent and 23 per cent of lactating mothers in 
Galtimari and Gwange Districts have access to postnatal services.  

12. Barriers to Development in Maiduguri Urban: The key barriers to socio-
economic development include poor skills among men and women, poor access to 
financial services, insecurity, poor access to electricity as indicated by 60.4 per cent, 
66.8 per cent, 59.2 per cent, 70.5 per cent respectively. Other barriers identified by 
the respondents include lack of government supports, discrimination against 
women, poor access to assets as indicated by 68.2 per cent, 53.7 per cent and 55.1 
per cent respectively. Also identified as a major barrier is inadequate rainfall as 
indicated by 51.5 per cent of the respondents, dearth of many informal sector 
businesses and several socio- cultural factors including unequal Rights of Men and 
Women, force marriage of younger girls and the cultural Pudal system. 

13. Enablers to Development in Maiduguri Urban: The major enablers and 
development opportunities for the Maiduguri urban areas include the emerging 
policy environment particularly at the federal and state level, the high level 
agricultural potential of the state and the presence of the NGOs implementing 
various interventions in the Maiduguri urban is another important enabler for 
development. Other enablers include new market opportunities and increase in 
demand for labour in construction, transport and the procurement of supplies in 
Maiduguri. Also, cash transfers by some of the NGOs are providing opportunities for 
self-employment.  

14. Livelihoods: Farming was the major occupation of the respondents as indicated by 
over half of the respondents before the civil conflict. After the conflict, only 21.6 per 
cent of the respondents indicated farming as their main occupation. Results indicate 
a shift away from farming after the insurgency into artisans and trading activities. 
For instance, before the conflict, only 10.6 per cent of the respondents were engaged 
in artisans but this increased to 30.7 per cent after the conflict. In the same vein, the 
percentage of respondents engaged in trading activities was 18.4 per cent but this 
increased to 30.5 per cent after the conflict. 

15. IGA: Results also show that about 63.6 per cent of the respondents across the 
districts indicated having access to Income Generating Activities (IGA). However, 
the level of access varies across the districts. Results also show that there is more 
access to IGA for men than women as 57.5 per cent of men indicated having access 
to IGA compared to women 42.5 per cent. The constraints to IGA include limited 
access to financial services, insecurity, restricted movement of goods and people, 
restriction on market places and economic activities, limited access to agricultural 
inputs and extension services, poor access to land and low rainfall. The main 
livelihood coping strategies include spending of savings  andrelying on support 
from family. However, about 8.3 per cent of respondents engaged in sex for food. 
The findings indicate that only 45 per cent of the respondents have benefitted from 
humanitarian assistance in the study area. Results show that the main humanitarian 
assistance received by respondents is in the area of WASH support and food aid 
while other pertinent needs germane to economic and livelihood recovery have 
received very minimal attention. The three most preferred livelihoods options 
reported are farming, trading and artisans. 
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16. Energy Sources: The results show that fire wood and charcoal are the dominant 
sources of energy for households in the study area.  Overall 57.3 per cent of the 
respondents across the households used firewood while 41 per cent uses charcoal. 
However, evidence shows that energy sources is a major challenge in Galtimari as 
less than 3 per cent of the respondents indicated non-utilization of firewood and or 
charcoal as their main sources of energy. However, the continuous use of charcoal 
and firewood by households has serious environmental implication especially 
deforestation considering the already depleted vegetative cover of in study area due 
to desertification.   

17. Shelter: The findings indicate that about 43.2 per cent and 44.3 per cent of all the 
respondents across the 6 districts own their personal houses and squatting 
respectively.  The majority of the respondents squatting are residing in Bolori and 
Galtimari as indicated by 97.8 per cent and 86.8 per cent of the respondents 
respectively. The results further show that respondents that own their personal 
houses are in Gwange (85.4%), Maisandari (56.3) and Shuari (74.2%). The findings 
also, reveal an of average of 11 persons per household share a single 
accommodation. For those that rented their accommodation, average monthly 
rental is about N9,034 per month.  

18. Over 60 per cent of the respondents noted that the available accommodation is not 
of adequate quality. Some of the challenges associated with their accommodation 
include broken windows (96.3%), lack of Privacy (95.9%), not enough space 
(94.2%), leaking roof (87.6%), unhygienic washing facilities (62.8%) among other 
challenges. In Bolori District, the main challenges associated with household shelter 
include broken windows (92.5%), lack of Privacy (98.9%), not enough space 
(100%), leaking roof (85.5%), not secure (94%) among other challenges.  Generally, 
the challenges of shelter of households are similar across the districts covered by 
the study. The plethora of problems associated with the accommodation of the 
respondents is an indication of the quality of the accommodation which have 
already being noted as of poor quality by the respondents. 

19. WASH:  Water access: The main source of water across the districts is tube 
well/boreholes as noted by 53 per cent of the respondents. However, it is pertinent 
to state that about 39.1 per cent of the respondents in Shuari districts indicated the 
absence of water supply sources.  Overall 72.8 per cent of the respondents across 
the districts travels less than 30 minutes to access water. The results further show 
that 74.9 per cent of all the respondents travelled a distance of between 0-500m to 
access water. Also, about 40.9 per cent of the respondents in Auno travel a distance 
of more than 1 km to access water. It is pertinent to state that all the districts with 
the exception of Auno complied with the SPHERE standards of the maximum 
distance of 500m for accessing any water point. The findings also reveal that over 
63 per cent of the respondents indicated that water is treated for domestic use. 
Across the districts, treatment of water is more in Maisandari districts (96.2%) and 
least in Shuari (38.4%) districts.  

20. WASH: water quality: Results also show that the main treatment method for water 
in the sampled districts include boiling (39.8%), chlorinationation (21.9%) and use 
of alum (20.8%). In addition, ownership of hand washing facilities is poor across the 
districts with the exception of Bolori District were about 81.5 per cent of the 
respondents indicated having hand washing facilities in their homes.  In the other 
districts such as Maisandari, Gwange, Shuari and Auno, less than 27 per cent of the 
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households indicated ownership of hand washing facilities in their homes. Overall, 
68.9 per cent of the respondents indicated not having hand washing facilities in 
their household. 

21. Water: Sanitation: The finding also show that about 76.6 per cent of the 
respondents indicated that they have access toilet facilities. The results also show 
that the dominant type of toilet facility is pit latrine as indicated  by 91.9 per cent of 
the respondents. Over 81 per cent of the toilet facilities are shared across the 
districts covered in the study. The study reveals an average of 12 persons per toilet 
facility in the study area. Furthermore, the study shows that there is no separate 
toilet facility for men and women.  

22. Market Access:  The results show that respondents have access to markets, as 95 
per cent of them indicated. The main types of market where respondents buy and 
sell their goods is open/daily market.  However, there is evidence of poor access to 
open market/daily market in Gwange and Shuari Districts as over 77 per cent and 
35 per cent of the respondents indicated making their purchases from local shops.  

23. The results further show that there is more market access for men than women. 
This finding emanates from the fact that more than 63 per cent of the male 
respondents indicated having access to open market/daily market as against 37 per 
cent for the female respondents. Findings also show that the dominant mode of 
transport to the market is by use of Kekenapep (Tricycle) and on foot as indicated 
by 41.9 per cent and 33.9 per cent of the respondents respectively. Average distance 
travelled to access the market is about 20 minutes across the districts while average 
transport cost to access the markets is about N160 per household.  

24. The findings show that goods and services are not in short supply in the market as 
78.5 per cent of the respondents noted that there are no items they could not 
purchase in the market. However, about 21.5 per cent of the respondents noted that 
there are items they could not purchase due to their absence in the market. The 
main food items frequently purchased include beans, wheat, fish and yam. The main 
non-food items frequently purchased include clothes, foot wares and mats.  The 
findings show that the wholesale sector is dominated by men while petty trading 
sector is dominated by women suggesting that women have a weak financial base 
than men. The market sector with the highest potential for improving livelihoods 
especially for women is the food stuff sector.  The main items identified in this 
respect include grains (Rice, Maize, Beans, Wheat), yam and other cooking items. On 
the other hand, men preferred wholesale trade in the food stuff sector mainly in 
grains like rice, maize, wheat and beans. 

25. General State of the Economy Before and After the Conflict: The study shows 
that the work force of the economy was a mixture of both indigenes and non-
indigenes before the conflict but that has changed now. The economy work force is 
now dominated mostly by indigenes due to the relocation of most of the non-
indigenes.  Also, there was high level of market specialization before the conflict but 
that has also changed totally as different varieties of goods are now sold in the 
market which can be seen as one of the coping strategies adopted by the Maiduguri 
urban residents in the mist of the conflict. The results also show that the economy 
now is characterised by high rate of unemployment especially among the youths. 
Although, the analysis was unable to establish the actual rate of unemployment in 
the Maiduguri urban due to lack of data, anecdotal evidence from the shows that 
there is rapid increase in unemployment in Maiduguri.  
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26. Evidence from the Nigeria Labour Force Statistics 2017 provided a clue on the 
status of unemployment and it indicates that all North East states except Maiduguri 
reported above average unemployment rates while stating that only Yobe and 
Borno had high underemployment rates. There is generally poor access to credit 
which makes integrating into the local economy even more difficult. The economy 
is also bedevilled by rising food prices and lower agricultural production. Many of 
the respondent’s resort to negative coping strategies. There is evidence to show that 
agricultural production has dwindled since the emergence of the conflict. The 
results show that grains outflow from Gambaro market decreased by 30 per cent 
between 2008 and 2014. Within the same period, grains outflow from Baga market 
also decreased by 33.3 per cent. Transportation and trade restrictions and 
inaccessible areas in adjoining LGAs and towns have impeded economic activity in 
Maiduguri. Trade and movement restrictions as well as the seizure of goods by 
actors in the conflict contributed to a significant decrease in the transportation of 
goods from the hinterland to Maiduguri urban areas. 

27. National and State Policies: The federal government of Nigeria and Borno state 
government have established some policy and general development framework in 
addressing the humanitarian challenges in Borno state. A plethora of policies and 
development plans are already in place. One of the most current of these policies 
and plans is the recently launched Economic Growth and Recovery Plan (EGRP) 
(2017). The EGRP is a Medium-Term Plan for 2017 –2020, which builds on the 
Strategic Implementation Plan (SIP) and has been developed for the purpose of 
restoring economic growth while leveraging the ingenuity and resilience of the 
Nigerian people –the nation’s most priceless asset. The key activities in the EGRP 
with respect to Borno state include development and implementation of a 
comprehensive action plan for the North East, including emergency humanitarian 
assistance, relocation, rehabilitation, resettlement, building peace, security, 
infrastructure, agriculture, health, education, and governance. 

28. In addition, there is the Presidential Committee on the North East Initiative (PCNI) 
as an institutional framework established by the President to guide, coordinate, 
facilitate and support all interventions through an operational model.  Also, Federal 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) are involved in the development of 
policies and programmes aimed at addressing the humanitarian needs of people 
affected by the conflict. For instance, the Health Sector Working Group constituted 
by the Federal Ministry of Health developed a health sector response strategy. The 
sector strategy is aimed at reducing morbidity and mortality through a 
strengthened and well -coordinated health system response that provides essential 
lifesaving services to all persons affected by the conflict in the affected States of the 
North East. 

29. Findings shows that at the state level, Borno State Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategy (BOSEED) is one of the key intervention policy documents of 
the state. The various Ministries at the state level are involved in emergency 
response. The Ministries of Agriculture which supports the Borno State Agricultural 
development programme provides extension services to farmers at the three 
agricultural zones in the state as well as provision of seedling and other farming 
tools to the farmers across the state. The state government also pays its counterpart 
funding for the “The FADAMA III (AFII) project which has provided emergency food 
assistance for 73,685 persons who were displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency 
in Borno. 
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30.  The Borno State Government also launched a Community and Social Development 
Programme with the view to address numerous challenges facing Youths skills 
acquisition, Education, Health and other relevant sectors.  The state government 
also created the Ministry of Poverty and Youth Empowerment. Its purpose is to 
midwife the eradication of poverty among the people.  

31. Overall, the state is not bereft of development policies both at the national and state 
levels. However, apart from the PNCI initiatives, most of the policies are too general 
and have little direct bearing with developmental challenges of IDPs in the study 
area. Another general aspect of the policies is its lack of indicators to track progress. 
Thus, the opportunity to assess the impact of the policies on urban population of 
Maiduguri and livelihood as well as economic recovery in the state was lost. 

 

Recommendation for Early Recovery Phase 
Based on the Urban Social-Economic Study for Livelihood and Economic Recovery 
Intervention in Maiduguri, Borno State, below are the recommend  
 

Table 1: Recommendation  
 

Sector Recommendations Evidence  Specific Actions to be Taken by 
PUI 

Locations Targets No. 
Required 

Livelihood        

Recommendation 1: 
UI should support households 
in rebuilding their livelihood 
assets to enhance their 
participation in IGA.  
 

Finding 
18.5, 18.6 

a) Micro-enterprise development 
programme targeting >18 to 
build their financial capital 
assets. 

Bolori, 
Gwange, 
Galtimari 

Women and  
men 

As 
Required 

Finding 
18.5, 18.6 

b) Organize target beneficiary into 
cooperatives. 

Bolori, 
Gwange, 
Galtimari 

Women and 
Men 

As 
Required 

Recommendation 2: 
Vocational training 
programmes for the youth 
across the district backed up 
by start-up capital at the end 
of the training for participants 
 

Finding 
8.5 

d) Implement vocational training 
programmes in tailoring, farming 
techniques, trading and business 
management skills, carpentry, 
metal works, basic electrical 
engineering, plumbing, 
carpentry, welding, building, and 
bricklaying, repair of grinding 
machines: repair of generators 
and refrigerators and vehicle 
mechanics 

Bolori, 
Gwange, 
Maisandari 
and 
Galtimari 

Youth >18 As 
Required 

Recommendation 3: 
Livelihood opportunities in 
micro farming around secured 
locations to take advantage of 
the huge agricultural 
potentials in the area 

Finding 
11.2 

a) Implement the development of 
farming clusters around Districts 
where households can engage in 
micro farming activities with 
irrigation facilities and other 
agricultural inputs provided 

Shuari, 
Gwange 
and 
Galtimari 

Women and 
Men 

As 
Required 

Recommendation 4: 
Organize financial literacy 
training for traders across the 
markets in the Maiduguri 
urban 

Finding 
5.16 

a). PUI should implement financial 
literacy training to promote 
financial management capacity 
such as financial record keeping, 
saving in formal banking 
institutions and financial 
investment 

Bolori, 
Gwange, 
Maisandari 
and 
Galtimari 

Women and 
Men 

As 
required 

Recommendation 5: Labour 
market assessment should be 

Finding 
18.5, 18.6 

a) Implement labour market 
assessment to identify labour skill 
needs of the private sector to serve 

All Districts  As 
required 
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implemented in Maiduguri 
Urban  

as a guide for entrepreneurial skill 
training of young girls and boys in 
Maiduguri urban 

Education Recommendation 1: Provide 
educational support for out of 
school children and children 
attending informal education 

Finding 
8.4 

a) Provide conditional cash transfer 
to parents specifically to support 
their children education 

Gwange, 
Galtimari 
and Shuari 

Young boys 
and girls 

As 
required 

Health Recommendation 1: 
Strengthen management of 
common childhood illnesses 
such as malaria, cholera, 
pneumonia and diarrhea in 
specific districts 

Findings 
9.2, 9.3 
and 9.4 

a) Implement the distribution of 
insecticide treated mosquitoes’ net 
b). Implement the distribution of 

blanket for sleeping 

c). Implement distribution of 

sanitary materials including 

washing facilities, waste disposal 

facilities and soap/detergents 

Shuari, 
Maisandar
i, Bolori 
and 
Gwange 

Women, men 
and children 

As 
required 

Recommendation 2: 
Improve coverage of public 
health interventions including 
measles, polio, chicken pox 
vaccinations 

Findings 
9.2, 9.3 
and 9.4 

a) Implement immunization of 
children against measles and 
chicken 

Shuari, 
Maisandari, 
Bolori and 
Gwange 

Women, men 
and children 

As 
required 

 Finding 
9.4 

b) Ante natal care services 

 

Galtimari 
and 
Gwange 

Women As 
applicabl
e 

Finding  
9.4 

c) Post-natal care services Galtimari 
and 
Gwange 

Women As 
applicabl
e 

Energy Recommendation 1: Develop 
alternative sources of energy 
at the household level 

Finding 
12.1 

a). Provide alternative sources of 
energy such as energy saving 
cooking stoves, solar power to 
reduce household utilization of 
firewood and charcoal given the 
environmental implications 

All Districts Women, men 
and children 

As 
required 

Shelter Recommendation 1: There is 
need for provision of more 
shelter and local construction 
materials to IDPs in host 
communities   in selected 
districts. 

Finding 
13.1 

a). PUI should implement the 
construction of shelter to improve 
the living conditions of some of 
residents of the study area 

Bolori and 
Galtimari 

Women, men 
and children 

As 
required 

WASH Recommendation 1: Provide 
borehole facilities to districts 
experiencing water shortages 

Findings 
14.2, 14.3 
and 14.4 

a). PUI should construct borehole 
facilities to improve access to 
portable water. 

Auno, 
Shuari 

Women, men 
and children 

As 
required 

Recommendation: 2 Provide 
more WASH facilities in 
across the districts covered by 
the study 

Finding 
14.5 

a). PUI should Implement the 
distribution of hygiene items 
including, hand washing soaps 
basins, waste bins, brushes, soaps 
detergents etc. 

All Districts Women, men 
and children 

As 
required 

Recommendation 3: There is 
the urgent need for more 
toilet facilities to reduce the 
number of persons utilizing a 
single toilet facility. 

Finding 
14.7 

a). PUI should implement the 
construction of separate toilet 
facilities for men and women 

Gwange, 
Bolori 

Women As 
required 
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1. Introduction, Context and Rationale 
 

1.1. In Borno State Nigeria, nine years of conflict in the region has brought about 
consensus among national, sub-national governments, humanitarian and 
development partners on the need for more lifesaving and sustainable targeted 
supports to people affected by the insurgency since 2009.  The Recovery and Peace 
Building Assessment (RPBA) report in North East Nigeria confirms the extensive 
damage to livelihoods, infrastructures, job opportunities and destruction of market 
structures and systems limiting access to farm lands in North East Nigeria1. 

1.2. According to the RPBA, about fifteen million people have been affected by the conflict 
in the North East of Nigeria since 2009. It is also estimated that over 20,000 lives have 
been lost and over 2 million people have been displaced. The displacement has 
created several vulnerabilities. Food prices rose by nearly 7.5 percent with significant 
reduction in welfare of the residents. Poverty rates rose from 47.3 percent in 2011 to 
50.4 percent in 2013. There is acute food insecurity among IDPs and host 
communities. An estimated 2 million people have been forcibly displaced by the 
conflict, 1.8 million of whom are displaced within Nigeria, making it the country with 
the third largest IDP population in the world.2 The RPBA further indicates that the 
economic impact of the crisis is substantial, reaching nearly US$ 9 billion.  

1.3. However, needs for recovery and peace building are disproportionately concentrated 
in Borno state3. Two-thirds of the damages (US$ 5.9 billion) are in Borno. The conflict 
resulted in more than 400,000 damaged and destroyed housing units, 95 percent of 
which are located in Borno state.4 As of February 2018, the displacement Tracking 
Matrix (DTM) identified 1,364,539 IDPs in Borno State5.  

1.4. The nine years of conflict in Borno state is characterised by destruction of livelihoods 
and livelihood assets. This has placed both IDPs and host communities in dire need 
of urgent humanitarian interventions for livelihoods.  In this context, the Première 
Urgence International (PUI) will be developing a livelihoods strategy that will better 
define opportunities for PIU staff to develop and implement sustainable livelihoods 
programmes for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Maiduguri, Borno State. 
However, interventions in crisis and post-crisis situations as in Maiduguri can 
achieve their goals and avoid inadvertently causing more harm only when they are 
based on solid socio-economic analysis.  

1.5. At the individual, household, and community levels, a socio- economic analysis will 
identifies the capital assets (human, natural, physical, financial, political, and social) 
of crisis-affected people, their livelihood strategies, and the ways in which they cope 
with vulnerability.  At the national levels, such an assessment will demonstrate how 
the economy, the system of governance, and the physical environment influence 
crisis-affected people as well as socioeconomic opportunities available to them. 
Additionally, the analysis will reveal the power structures in place at all levels, 
including those that are related to gender, ethnicity, and other personal, family, or 
community characteristics6. This is the raison de etre for the Première Urgence 

                                                             
1https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/25779/110424-v3-WP-
NorthEastNigeriaRecoveryandPeaceBuildingAssessmentVolumeIIIweb-PUBLIC-Volume-3.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
5 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/01%20DTM%20Nigeria%20Round%20XXI%20Report%20February%202018.pdf 
6 UNDP 2013. Livelihood and Economic recovery in Crisis situation. Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery Livelihoods and Economic 
Recovery Group New York 
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International (PUI) calls for expression of interest for social-economic study of 
Livelihood and Economic Recovery Intervention in Maiduguri, Borno State. 

2.0 Purpose and Scope of the Analysis 
 

The purpose of this social-economic study is to analyze people’s livelihoods, 
resilience of socio-economic systems to specific threats or shocks on livelihoods 
vulnerability in Maiduguri especially with respect to cultural and ethnical 
perspectives that undermine economics and the welfare of the population. The key 
features for this social-economic study incudes an analysis of household assets, 
livelihoods strategies, priorities and goals at micro-level, policies, social-cultural and 
ethnical consequences of the current crisis, barriers to equitable access to resources, 
human rights at the national level and institutions and processes that affect 
livelihoods at national level. The specific objectives are to: 

 To analyse the socio-economic profiles of Maiduguri urban households in 
terms of their demographics, access to basic services (education, health 
services, water and sanitation, energy and transport), assets, income sources 
and expenditure patterns. 

 To provide a broad approach to understanding the many different aspects of 
behavioural differences of the affected population experience in relation to 
productive and social barriers. 

 To analyse the current livelihood strategies of vulnerable populations in Mai
duguri. 

 To identify the contextual opportunities and constraints for employment/self-
employment. 

 To identify baseline indicators to enable regular assessment of changes in 
socio-economic profile,livelihood assets and outcomes 

 To identify actionable strategies to reinforce and develop vulnerable 
populations’ capacities, capacity   gaps, livelihood   assets, address and 
enhance their access to employment/self-employment opportunities and 
establish market linkages. 
 

2.1     Context of the Study 

Maiduguri is the capital of Borno State, Nigeria. The state shares international 
borders with Niger Republic in the north; Chad Republic in the north -east, and 
Cameroon Republic in the east. Within the country, Borno state shares borders with 
Adamawa state to the south, Yobe state to the west and Gombe state to the south – 
west. Maiduguri is located on latitude 11° 50´ North and longitude 13° 09´ East. It lies 
on relatively flat terrain part of the vast undulating plain which slopes gently toward 
Lake Chad. Maiduguri area is drained mainly by the River Ngadda and its tributary 
River Ngaddabul7. The population of Maiduguri urban was 749 123 people in the city 
and its rural fringes.8 Figure 1.1 shows the map of the study area. The climate of 
Maiduguri is characterized by a long dry season with high evaporation rate from 
October to May and a short-wet season for the remaining part of the year. The 
dominant ethnic group of Maiduguri city is Kanuri who are all of the Islamic faith. 
Other indigenous ethnic groups resident in Maiduguri include Shuwa Arab, Babur 

                                                             
 
7  Muhammad Waziri (2012).  Spatial Pattern of Maiduguri City. A Researchers Guide 

 
8 National Population Commission, 2006 
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Bura, the Gwoza and Marghi. Residents of the city are engaged in various economic 
activities ranging from agricultural production, urban pastoralism, local crafts, food 
processing, trading to tertiary activities such as banking and consultancy. The major 
crops cultivated include: millet, sorghum, groundnut, maize, rice, cowpea, sesame 
and vegetables (onion, pepper, tomatoes).  

Figure 1.1: Map of Maiduguri Urban Showing Study Areas 
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2.2 Conceptual Framework of the Study 

 
2.2.1. The socio-economic study of Maiduguri Urban is underpinned conceptually by the 

Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF) as propounded by Chambers and Conway 
(1992). According to the framework, a livelihood is sustainable when it can cope with 
and recover from stresses and shocks, maintain or enhance its capabilities and assets, 
and provide net benefits to other livelihoods locally and more widely, both now and 
in the future, while not undermining the natural resource base9.  

 
Figure 2.2 shows Sustainable Livelihoods Framework (SLF). 

 

 

 

                 

  Source: FAO, 2009  

 

2.2.2. The SLF is made up of 6 main components. The first component describes the 
vulnerability context which are mainly factors in the environmental that impact on 
the livelihood activities of the people, livelihood assets, livelihood outcomes as 
well as policies and institutions operating within the environment. In the context 
of the study area, the vulnerability context is defined by the prevailing 
environment and the emerging socio-economic challenges of the residents. The 
second main component of the SLF is the assets which refers to the resource base 
of people consisting of the following five categories: ‘natural capital, physical 
capital, financial capital, human capital and social capital. The quantity and quality 
of livelihood assets available to a household not only determine their livelihood 
activities but also their livelihood outcomes. The third component is the livelihood 
activities while fourth component is the livelihood outcomes. All the above 

                                                             
9Chambers, R., & Conway G. (1992). Sustainable Livelihoods: Practical Concepts for the 21st century. IDS Discussion 
Paper 296. Brighton: Institute of Development Studies 
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components are directly or indirectly affected by the fifth component which is the 
policies, institutions and processes that governed vulnerability context, assets, 
livelihood activities as well as livelihood outcomes. A clear understanding of the 
five key components of the SLF is one of the first step towards building a 
sustainable livelihood intervention in an any humanitarian context such as the 
study area. Therefore, the various components of this framework will be applied 
in the socio-economic study of Maiduguri Urban. 

3.0 Approach and Methodology 
3.1 The objective of the consultancy as outlined in the call is to analyse people’s 

livelihoods, resilience of socio-economic systems to specific threats or shocks on 
livelihoods vulnerability in Maiduguri especially relevant with respect to cultural 
and ethnical perspectives that undermine economics and the welfare of the 
population. To achieve this objective, the study adopted the following 
methodological steps: 

a.  Review of Relevant Literature. The first step in the research process was 
literature review of relevant documents. A Careful literature review reduces 
the chances of the proposed study duplicating work that has already been 
done on the issue under investigation. It helped to discover what others have 
learned and reported about people’s livelihoods, resilience of socio-economic 
systems and shocks on livelihoods vulnerability in Maiduguri. It helped to 
familiarize the researchers with other types of methodologies that have been 
used in analysis of livelihoods. The review included project documents and 
other relevant literature on analysis of people’s livelihoods and resilience of 
socio-economic systems in Maiduguri Urban. 
 

b. Household Economy Approach Analysis: Household economy approach 
analysis was done using rapid appraisal (RA) and participatory appraisal 
(PA) techniques. The purpose of this was to create livelihood asset zones in 
Maiduguri which is use in designing appropriate livelihood intervention 
strategy linked to available livelihood asset of the people and to a particular 
area. 

 

c. Field Survey: This was the last stage in the research process. The processes 
of the survey are discussed below: 

3.1. Research Design: The cross-sectional survey research design was adopted for 
the study. Generally, cross sectional survey research designs draw samples from 
large population and conclusion reached from samples are used to generalize the 
results to the entire population.  This design is suitable for the socio-economic 
analysis of livelihoods as it will allow us to gather data from large sample, and well 
suited to gathering demographic data that describe the composition of the sample. 
The design also allows us to elicit information about 
current livelihood strategies of vulnerable populations in Maiduguri, contextual 
opportunities and constraints for employment/self-employment and in identifying 
baseline indicators. 

 

3.2. Sample Size Determination:  Given that the total population of Maiduguri urban 
households is large and other difficulties in accessing the entire population, a 
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representative sample was drawn from the total population in Maiduguri urban 
area. Maiduguri urban basically falls into two local governments areas- Maiduguri 
Metropolitan and Jere LGAs.10 These constitute Maiduguri urban for this study. 
Presently Maiduguri urban is divided into 12 districts. These districts are Yawa, 
Shuari North, Gwange, Bolori, Maisandari and Galtimari, Old Maiduguri, 
Khaddamari Districts, Auno, Konduga, Mafa and Magumeri.  These 12 Districts 
formed our spatial frames. These areal units were the basis of data collection in this 
study. Following the examples of Mason11 and Berenson and Levine12, to obtain a 
sample, which was representative of the entire population of the area, the following 
factors were taken into consideration in choosing the sampling error permitted (e), 
the level of confidence (Z), and the proportion of households in the total urban 
population (p): 

1. The total population in the two local government and the proportion 
household’s heads in the total population of Maiduguri urban 

2. The sampling methods that adopted employed for the study. 
 
Hence, as illustrated by Berenson and Levine, the sample size n was estimated as 

follows:  

2

2 )1(Z

e

pp
n


  

Where: 
n is the sample size per state 
P is the proportion of urban population in the total population of the state. 
e is the permitted sampling error 
Z is the level of confidence. 

 
In view of the above factors, the sampling error, e was taken as 0.02; the confidence 
level was set at 95 per cent (Z= 1.96). This is necessary to reduce the error margin in 
our sample size and representativeness of the study population. The projected 
population of Maiduguri urban is  1,163,758  while the proportion of households in the 
total population is 161,633 representing 13.8 per cent (0.138) of the total population13. 
Thus, p is taken as 0.138 and the confidence level is set at 95 per cent (Z= 1.96). Using 
the formula above, a sample size of 1,155 was obtained and was used as the sample size 
for the survey. 

 
3.3. Sampling Technique: From the 12 districts that made up the Maiduguri Urban, 6 

districts were randomly selected for the study. The randomly selected districts are 
Bolori, Shuari, Galtimari, Gwange, Auno and Maisandari. The sampling technique 
adopted for the selection of the respondents was a systematic sampling with a random 
start and a sampling interval of 3. In this technique, the first respondents in a given 
street at the Maiduguri urban was randomly selected while subsequent respondents 
were selected after the counts of three houses in a given street. This allowed for the 
collection of representative samples from the study area in line with the sample size. A 
list of houses in the eight Districts in the Maiduguri urban area will be made.  
 

                                                             
10 Muhammad Waziri (2012). Spatial Pattern of Maiduguri City: Researchers’ Guide 
11 Mason, R.D. (1978): Statistical Techniques in Business and Economics, Irwin Series in Quantitative Analysis for 
Business and Economics, Richard Irwin Inc. 
12 Berenson, M.L and Levine, D.M. (1999): Business Statistics: A First Course, Prentice-Hall Inc.  
13www. http://population.city/nigeria/maiduguri/ 
 

http://population.city/nigeria/maiduguri/
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3.4. Key Data Sources: In order to achieve the objectives of this study, both qualitative 
and quantitative data were gathered from primary and secondary sources. Primary 
data were obtained from respondents at Maiduguri urban areas. On the other hand, 
secondary data were collected from published and unpublished materials from PIU 
such as project documents and other relevant literature on livelihood analysis in 
development interventions and outcomes, periodicals, reports, books and information 
from the internet. 

 
3.5. Method of Data collection: The major instruments used in collecting data for this 

study include questionnaire, In-depth interviews Guide, and Focus Group Discussions 
Guide.   

 
 Questionnaire Administration: One thousand one hundred and twenty 

(1,120) questionnaires were administered to the households in the selected 
districts. In each district about 186 questionnaires were administered to the 
respondents. 

 Focus Group Discussion: Twenty-four FGDs were separately conducted  for 
women and men. In each District, one FGD was conducted for young women 
while another one was conducted for elderly women. Similarly, one FDG was 
conducted for young men and another for elderly men.  

 In-depth interviews: The Lead Researcher with the help of research 
assistants conducted the IDI and consultations with stakeholders, including 
relevant stakeholders to gather critical information and clarify issues 
relating to the assignment and collect information to inform findings and 
recommendations in the report. Two IDI were conducted in each District 
(one for community Leader and another for Women Leader). In addition, two 
IDIs each were conducted in selected markets across the district. (see Annex 
1 for interview protocols and the survey questionnaire for respective 
stakeholders) 
 

3.5.1. Method of Data Analysis: Qualitative and quantitative techniques of data analysis 
were employed to accomplish both descriptive and inferential analysis. Data 
collected through the IDIs and FGDs were content analysed. The data collected 
through the questionnaire were statistically analysed by relevant descriptive and 
inferential statistics including frequencies, percentages, mean, median and cross 
tabulation, T-test and logistic regression. The statistical software for the 
quantitative data analysis was Statistical Packages of the Social Sciences (SPSS) 
while that of the qualitative analyses was NVivo software. 

 

3.6. Quality Assurance MECHANISM: The issue of quality assurance is very critical in a 
survey of this nature. Thus, in all the stages that involved in the execution of the 
study, adequate measures taken to enhance the credibility of the exercise and the 
quality of data collected. Some of the measures include a one-day training of the 
enumerators engaged for data collection and supervision of the data collection 
process by the Lead Consultant. Confidentiality of Participants: To ensure maximum 
confidentiality of research participants, the analysis and presentation of data from 
Interviews, FGDs, and questionnaire administration were based on the premise of 
non-attribution14 . This ensures research participants anonymity. 
 

                                                             
14i.e. while all stakeholders are accounted, specific statements cannot be traced back to them 



23 
 

3.7. Ethical Considerations: This research designs anticipates several ethical issues 
that might occur as a result of the study. Thus, the following key ethical 
considerations were employed in the study: 

3.7.1. Consent form: Each of the questionnaire were accompanied by a short consent form 
which was read to the respondents. It is only when a respondent agrees to the 
content of the form before they are allowed to participate in the research. 

3.7.2. Confidentiality of Participants: To ensure maximum confidentiality of research 
participants, the analysis and presentation of data from Interviews, FGDs, and 
questionnaire administration were based on the premise of non-attribution15 . This 
ensures research participants anonymity. 
 

3.8. Limitations of the baseline survey: As expected with a study of this kind in a 
humanitarian context was not without its own challenges. The consultants however 
mitigated against these by ensuring collection and analysis of sufficient valid and 
reliable data. One of the challenges was the security situation in the study area. 
However, the consultant was able to address the challenge by adhering to the PUI 
daily security details. This ensured that we were able to finish the fieldwork without 
any difficulty. On the whole the fieldwork was very successful.   

5.0 Findings and Discussions 
This section of the study presents the key findings of the study. The key findings are 
discussed under key humanitarian needs sectors including Health, Food security, 
livelihoods; WASH, protection and nutrition. 
 

5.1 Socioeconomic and Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 
5.1.1.  1, 120 questionnaires were administererd during the study and all of them were 

retrieved implying a response rate of 100 per cent. Results shows that the majority 
of the respondents were males comprising of 57.4 per cent while the females were 
42.6 per cent respectively. The average age of the male and female respondents 
were 45 years and 38 years old respectively. The majority (59.6%) of the 
respondents are between the ages of 35-54 years. Only 15.7 per cent of the 
respondents are above 55 years old. Over 82 per cent of the respondents are 
married which is attributed to the fact that the study focused on household heads. 
Average number of wives is two for the married men while average household size 
is 8.9. Also, average number of vulnerable persons as defined by number of pregnant 
women, disabled persons, children and chronically sick per household was 7 
persons per household.  

5.1.2. Results also show that the majority (55.1%) of the respondents had no formal 
education while 20.4 per cent and 11 per cent had secondary and Diploma education 
respectively. This finding is in consonance with Coinco and Morris (2017) study in 
Maiduguri which shows that numeracy in Maiduguri stood at 24.6% compared to 
54.5% for Nigeria as a whole in the 2015 NEDS16. Only 2.4 per cent of the 
respondents had Bachelor Degree across the districts covered by the study. Also, 
with respect to educational qualification, more than 53 per cent of the male 
respondents indicated that their wives had no formal education. Gender wise, male 

                                                             
15i.e. while all stakeholders are accounted, specific statements cannot be traced back to them 
16 Emily Coinco Robert Morris (2017): PRIMARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE WAKE OF CONFLICT IN BORNO, 
NIGERIA. Case studies from two communities in Maiduguri 
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respondents have higher educational qualification than female respondents (Figure 
5.1). 
Figure 5.1: Educational Qualification of Respondents by Gender 

Figure 5.1 shows 
that 75 per cent and 
66.7 per cent of 
male respondents 
had Bachelor 
degree and Master’s 
Degree respectively 
compared to female 
25 per cent and 33.3 
per cent for 
Bachelor and 
Master’s Degree 

respectively. 

In terms of residence status of respondents, finding shows that about 44.7 per cent 
of them were IDPs while 43.2 per cent were host/locals. Also, 10.8 per cent of the 
respondents were returnees. About 62 per cent of the respondents that are host 
were males while 38 per cent were females. 54.4 per cent of the respondents who 
are IDPs were males while 45.6 were females. Finding also indicates that for the 
IDPs, farming and trading were their main occupation in their place of origin as 
indicated by 23.6 per cent and 12.7 per cent respectively.  

5.1.3 In terms of employment characteristics of households, result shows that the average 
number of household members above 18 years currently self-employed is 2 while 
the average employed in the private and public sector is 2 respectively. However, 
the average number of unemployed members of household above 18 years is 4 
persons per household. Figure 5.2 shows the percentage distribution of main 
sources of income of respondents.  

Figure 5.2: Percentage Distribution of Main Income Sources of Respondents 
                                                                                                                    Figure 5.2 indicates that the 

main sources of income of the 
respondents are artisan, 
trading (at open air market) 
and farming as indicated by 
26.8 per cent, 24.8 per cent 
and 12.9 per cent of the 
respondents respectively.      
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 Figure 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Second Main Income Sources of 
Respondents 
Result from Figure 5.3 shows 
that the second main sources of 
income of the respondents are       
trading (at open air market), 
farming and artisans as 
indicated by 10.4 per cent, 8.8 
per cent and 7.9 per cent of the 
respondents respectively.  
Others are tailoring and 
businesses (supply of goods and 
services) as noted by 4.1 and 3.2 

per cent of the respondents respectively. Finding also reveals the gender dimension 
of main income sources and it shows that only the female respondents are involved 
in cap making as indicated by 4 per cent of the female respondents. It also shows that 
about 32 per cent of the male respondents are involved in trading and business 
activities compared to the female 27.8 per cent while farming is dominated by men 
(16.4%) compared to women (8.2%). 

 

5.1.4 Result further shows that the average income per month is N16,034 per households. 
The implication of the above analysis becomes clearer when this average monthly 
income is compared with the average family size of the households, which as 
discussed earlier, is about 8.9. Thus, with average monthly income of N16,034 per 
month, it is obvious that the majority of the respondents will be living below the 
poverty line. If poverty is defined globally as living below the equivalent of $1.00 per 
capita / day, then given an average household size of 8.9, the average family will need 
to earn about N96,120 per month to live above the poverty line17. The implication of 
this is that the people in the study area are living below the poverty line. Drawing 
from the above, the respondents were asked if there were times in the last 7 days that 
they did not have enough money to purchase their household needs;  overwhelming 
majority (90.8%) of the respondents stated the affirmative. The coping strategies in 
mitigating lack of inadequate cash at the household level are shown in Figure 5.4 
below. 

51.5 Figure 5.4: Coping Strategies of Households in the Event of Shortage of Cash 

 

            Figure 5.4 shows that the main coping strategies include borrowing, relying on less 
preferred food and limiting portion size at meals as indicated by 72 per cent, 93 per 

                                                             
17 Note exchange rate for $ was estimated at N360 to a Dollar 
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cent and 55.5 of the respondents respectively. Beyond this and more critically, Figure 
5.3 shows some negative coping strategies including child labour and begging as 
indicated by 32.7 per cent and 35.5 per cent of the respondents respectively. 

5.1.6 Expenditure on Household Items in the Last 7 Days 

Figure 5.5: Household Expenditure in Naira in the Last 7 Days 

Figure 5.5 shows the average household expenditure on some key household items. 
It shows that an average of N5,156 was spent on food in the last 7 days per household 
which represent the highest expenditure among all the other household items. This 
is closely followed by housing where respondents indicated spending an average of 
N4,824 in the last seven days. The high expenditure on housing by the respondents 
may be explained by the high number of IDPs in the study area. Other household’s 
items with high weekly expenditure include communication (N3,964), debt 
repayment (N2,430), fire wood/charcoal (N2,322), education (N2,059), Fuel 
(N2,057), and health (N2,093). Overall, average household expenditure on household 
items per month is N15,171. Finding also indicates that average savings in the last 30 
days per household was N6,581 while average borrowing in the last 30 days per 
household was N5, 547. However, the majority of respondents save their money at 
home. Therefore, financial literacy trainings, particularly for women and youth, to 
help them think through the pros/cons of keeping savings at home is very germane 
in this respect given the insecurity nature of their environment. 
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5.1.7 Expenditure on Livelihood Assets in the Last 7 Days 

  Figure 5.6: Expenditure on Livelihood Assets in the Last 7 Days 

Figure 5.6 shows the household expenditure on livelihood assets in the last 7 days. It 
reveals that purchase of livestock’s and rents for shops as well as purchase of seeds 
were the most dominant household’s expenditure during the week under review. 
For instance, it shows that N4,917 was the average household expenditure for 
purchase of livestock’s and N4,569 as the average expenditure for the payment for 
the rent for shops in the week under review. The sum of N3,128 was spent by 
households on the average for the purchase of seeds while farming tools and hiring 
of Labour were N2,646 and N2,602 respectively. Overall, the sum of N4, 518, 822 
was spent by all the respondents in the purchase of livelihood assets in the study 
area. For the purpose of humanitarian support to the respondents, it is important to 
focus on those livelihood assets where respondents have the highest expenditure. 
In this respect, supports in the area of supply of seeds, livestock’s, shop rentage and 
farming tools to the respondents are necessary for sustainable livelihoods. 

5.1.8 The study further analyses the spatial variations in livelihood investments by the 
respondents across the 6 Districts covered by the study. A Chi-Square analysis 
(Table 5.1) shows that there is a significant difference in household expenditure in 
livelihoods assets across the 6 Districts covered by the study. A Chi-square value of 
2128 at 820 df is significant at 0.05 level of significance (Table 5.1). 
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Table 5.1: Chi-square Tests Analysis Table 
 

 Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-
sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 2128.822a 820 .000 
Likelihood Ratio 1012.382 820 .000 
N of Valid Cases 372   

2 = 2128 and df= 820; significant at p <0.05 
 

  

The finding has implication for development intervention with respect to 
livelihood supports across the district covered by the study. Thus, it was important 
to determine the quantity of livelihood investment across the 6 Districts by the 
respondents. Figure 5.7 
 
Figure 5.7: Quantity of Livelihood Investment of Respondents by Districts 

 
Figure 5.7 indicates 
that Galtimari 
District has the least 
livelihood 
investment at  
N282,250 and 
closely followed by 
Shuari with a total of 
N383,050. However, 
it reveals that 
Maisandari had the 
highest livelihood 

investment closely followed by Auno District. The implication of this finding is 
that more livelihood investment support should target Galtimari, Shuwari and 
Bolori Districts. 
 

6.0 Household Ownership of Livelihood Assets 
  

6.1 Access to livelihood assets is crucial for increasing the self-reliance and resilience 

of host/locals, returnees and IDPs living in Maiduguri Urban. To understand the 
current livelihood opportunities available in the study area, this section of the 
report assessed the livelihood assets available to respondents across the 6 
Districts covered by the study. 
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Figure 6.1: Household Access and Ownership of Natural Capital Assets by 
Districts 

 Figure 6.1shows respondents access and ownership of natural assets. Natural 
assets in this study are defined by key indicators including access to and 
ownership of grazing land, fishing areas, water for irrigation and access to 
cultivable land. It indicates that access and ownership of cultivable land is 
dominant in Gwange, Bolori and Shuari as indicated by 63.3 per cent, 61.8 per cent 
and 51.7 per cent respectively. Ownership and access to cultivable land is least in 
Maisandari, Galtimari and Auno Districts as indicated 14 per cent, 20 per cent and 
25.3 per cent respectively. With respect to grazing land, Auno, Maisandari and 
Shuari Districts have the highest access and ownership as indicated by 46.9 per 
cent, 39.9 per cent and 24.4 per cent respectively. However, access and ownership 
of water for irrigation is low across the districts which suggest a possible area for 
humanitarian intervention especially in Galtimari, Maisandari and Gwange 
Districts. Gender wise, the study reveals that men have more access to land 
compared to men. While 27.6 per cent of the male respondents indicated 
ownership of land, only 13.9 per cent of the female respondents have access to 
land. 
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6.2 Figure 6.2: Household Access and Ownership of Social Capital Assets by 
Districts 

 
                                                                                                                    

Figure 6.2 shows household access to social capital assets. Social capital assets are 
defined by household’s membership of groups, leadership of groups, links to 
persons outside the community and support from extended family. It indicates 
that support from extended family is the key social capital assets of households in 
Galtimari, Maisandari, and Auno Districts as indicated by 89.4 per cent, 62.3 per 
cent and 51.4 per cent of the respondents respectively. Figure 6.2 further reveals 
that membership of groups is a major social capital asset in Auno and Shuari 
Districts as indicated by 72.8 and 44.3 per cent of the respondents respectively. 
The above finding has implication for humanitarian intervention. There is the need 
for organization of households into cooperatives to build social capital assets 
especially in Bolori, Gwange and Maisandari Districts given the small percentage 
of the respondents who indicated membership of cooperatives in these districts. 
Results also show that the male respondents have more access to social capital 
assets than the female respondents. For instance, 59.2 per cent of male 
respondents indicated receiving supports from extended family compared to 46.5 
per cent for the female respondents. 
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Figure 6.3: Household Access and Ownership of Physical Capital Assets by Districts 

 Figure 5.3 indicates that key indicators of physical capital assets varies across the 
Districts. Access and ownership of seeds as a physical capital asset is dominant at 
Auno, Maisandari and Shuari Districts as indicated by 87 per cent, 53.8 per cent 
and 43.9 per cent respectively. Farming tools is also dominant at Auno, Gwange, 
Maisandari and Shuari Districts as indicated by 86.8 per cent, 60.8 per cent, 59.2 
per cent and 46.5 per cent respectively. Again, humanitarian intervention in the 
area of distribution of seeds are necessary in Bolori, Galtimari and Gwange 
Districts while intervention in farming tools should target Bolori and Galtimari 
Districts. 

 
6.3 Finding also indicates that ownership of physical assets is dominated by the male 

respondents.  
 
 
 Figure 6.4: Gender Dimension of Ownership of Physical Assets 

  
Results show that 69.1 
per cent, 75.2 per cent 
and 77.5 per cent of the 
male respondents 
indicated ownership of 
farming tools, livestock 
and seeds compared to 
30.9 per cent, 24.2 per 
cent and 22.5 per cent 
respectively for females. 
The above clearly shows 
that ownership of 
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physical assets is dominated by men in the study area. 
 

 
 

6.4 Household Access and Ownership of Financial Capital Assets by Districts 
 
Figure 6.5: Household Access and Ownership of Financial Capital Assets by 
Districts 

Figure  6.5 shows the household access and ownership of financial capital assets. It 
indicates that access to formal credit is poor across the districts as less than 15 per 
cent of the respondents indicated having access to formal credit across the 6 
districts. The reason for this state of affairs is not farfetched. The absence of 
collateral facilities may account for this observed scenario. It also indicates that 
savings is low across the 6 districts as less than 23 per cent of the respondents 
indicated having access to savings. However, access to informal credit facilities is 
high in Auno and Galtimari Districts as 65.5 per cent and 71.7 per cent of the 
respondents in these 2 districts indicated having access to informal credit. One 
possible area of intervention is in the area of improving access to formal credit 
facilities. This can be achieved by organizing the respondents into cooperatives 
while collateral facility is provided for the group for them to have access to formal 
credit. Generally, access and ownership of financial capital assets is low across the 
districts. Gender wise, the men have more financial assets as shown in Figure 6.6 
below. 
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Figure 6.6: Gender Dimension of Financial Assets 

Figure 6.6 shows that 
in all the key indicators 
used in measuring 
financial asset, men 
dominated the women 
suggesting that the 
men have more access 
to financial capital 
compared to the 
women.  For instance, 
while 81 per cent of the 
men indicated having 
access to formal credit, 
only 19 per cent of the 

female indicated having access to formal credit. Similarly, while 67.9mper cent 
of the men have access to remittances, only 32 per cent of the women have 
access to remittances. 

 

6.5 Household Access and Ownership of Human Capital Assets by Districts 
 
                Figure 6.7: Household Access and Ownership of Human Capital Assets by Districts 

Figure 6.7 indicates the level of 
access and ownership of 
human capital assets. It shows 
that labour as human capital 
asset is dominant in Auno, 
Bolori and Shuari Districts as 
indicated by 75.8 per cent, 93.4 
per cent and 69.4 per cent 
respectively. Also, dominant is 
good health in Auno, Bolori, 
Maisandari and Shuari as 
indicated by 70.9 per cent, 69.8 
per cent of the respondents 
respectively. Higher education 
as a human capital asset is low 
across the districts apart from 
Bolori where over 93 per cent 
of the respondents indicated 
having access to the asset. 
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7.0 Livelihood Assets Wealth Zones 
 

7.1 Household livelihood assets are vital for the ability and capacity of household to 
participate in any livelihood activity. Therefore, identifying the spatial dimension 
of the asset base is necessary for robustly planning humanitarian intervention 
towards ensuring equity in access and ownership of livelihood assets by 
households across the 6 districts covered by the study.  

7.2 To achieve this purpose, the five capital assets were broken down into 23 
measurable variables as shown in Table 7.1 Annex 1. A frequency score of the 23 
measurable variables of the five capital assets were obtained as shown in Table 7.1 
Annex 1. Furthermore, a mean score of the frequency scores were obtained. The 
mean scores for each asset were added up for each of the 6 districts. These mean 
weights of the 23 assets indicators for each district are reflections of the level of 
accessibility and availability of the asset to each household across the 6 districts. 
Also, the variations in the mean weights are indicative of the variations of household 
assets across the 6 districts used for the study. The mean weights for each of the 23 
household’s assets indicators were standardized using the Z-score transformation 
technique. After the standardization, all the values, which were below the mean, 
were found to be negative while those, which were above the mean, were found to 
be positive. Those with original scores equal to the mean were found to be zero. The 
negative values, which appeared in each case, was eliminated by adding a constant 
equal to the largest negative value to all scores to make them positive (z-score 
transformation). This was done to facilitate the classification of the districts on the 
basis of their total Z-scores. Table 7.2 shows the Z-scores for the transformed Z-
scores for each of the districts. The z-scores were later classified into three groups. 
Districts with Z-scores ranging from 0-1 were classified as Low Wealth Livelihood 
Asset Zone, 1.1-2 were classified as Middle Wealth Livelihood asset zone while z-
scores above 2 were classified as High Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones.  

 
7.3 Using this classification, Auno with a Z-score of 2.58455 was classified as High 

Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones, Bolori, Maisandari and Shuari with Z-scores of 
1.03101, 1.80934 and 1.44349 respectively were classified as Middle Wealth 
Livelihood Asset Zones. Gwange and Galtimari Districts with Z-scores of 0 and 
0.10812 were classified as Low Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones.  

 
Table 7.2: Livelihood Asset Wealth Zones in Maiduguri Urban 
Districts Standardized 

Z-Scores 
Transformed 

Z-Scores 
Livelihood Asset Wealth Zones 

Auno 1.4218 2.58455 High Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones 
Bolori -0.13174 1.03101 Middle Wealth Livelihood Asset 

Zones 
Galtimari -1.05463 0.10812 Low Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones 
Gwange -1.16275 0 Low Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones 

Maisandari 0.64659 1.80934 Middle Wealth Livelihood Asset 
Zones 

Shuari 0.28074 1.44349 Middle Wealth Livelihood Asset 
Zones 

 
                                                                                    
7.4 The implication of Table 7.2 for humanitarian intervention is that for districts in the 

high Wealth Livelihood Asset Zones, intervention should target the livelihood assets 
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in designing relevant intervention while intervention should support the building 
of livelihood assets for districts in the low wealth livelihood asset zones. This is 
important to increase their livelihood resilience and recovery. 
 

8.0 Livelihoods 
 

8.1 Findings show a change in the occupation of the respondents before and after the 
insurgency.  
 
Figure 8.1: Occupation of the Respondents before and After the Insurgency 

 

Figure 8.1 indicates that                             

farming was the major 
occupation of the 
respondents as indicated 
by over half of the 
respondents before the 
insurgency. However, 
after the insurgency, only 
21.6 per cent of the 
respondents indicated 
farming as their main 
occupation. Result from 
Figure 8.1 shows that 
there is a shift in 
occupation after the 

insurgency into artisans and trading activities. For instance, before the insurgency, 
only 10.6 per cent of the respondents were engaged in artisans but this increased to 
30.7 per cent after the insurgency. In the same vein, the percentage of respondents 
engaged in trading activities was 18.4 per cent but this increased to 30.5 per cent 
after the insurgency. The FGD discussants across the Districts reveals that the 
attacks on farmers by armed groups deters the farmers from accessing their farms 
and hence the change in occupation. The following excerpts from FGDs and KII help 
to support this finding: 
  

“We cannot go to any farm at the moment. A lot of farmers have 
been killed in the farms. That is why you see many people going 
into trading now and doing other activities like selling 
firewood.”18 
 
“I was farming in my community before the insurgency but now I 
can go to the farm again. Most of my cows were taken away while 
my crops were destroyed. You cannot even move a distance of 
more than one kilometer into the bush.19” 

 

8.2 Results also show that about 63.6 per cent of the respondents across the districts 
indicated having access to Income Generating Activities (IGA). However, the level of 
access varies across the districts. For instance, in Gwange only 25.7 per cent of the 
respondents have access to IGA compared to 96.4 per cent and 94.4 per cent in Auno 

                                                             
18 Excerpts from Galtimari KII  
19 Excerpts from Shuari KII 
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and Bolori Districts respectively. However, less than 35 per cent of the respondents 
indicated that their IGA is regular which clearly shows the viability of the income of 
the respondents. This calls for livelihood support to improve the viability of the IGAs 
of the respondents across the districts. Result also shows that there is more access 
to IGA to men than women as 57.5 per cent of men indicated having access to IGA 
compare to women 42.5 per cent. Finding also shows that the mean number of 
individuals per households actively looking for job is 3.6 comprising 1.8 for male 
and 1.8 for females. 

 
 

8.3 Understanding the main constraints to livelihood activities in Maiduguri urban 
areas is one of the key prerequisite conditions for the development of appropriate 
livelihood intervention. Figure 8.2 shows that limited access to financial services 
was one of the main constraint to livelihood activities in the study area as indicated 
by 70.5 per cent of the respondents. Insecurity was identified by 69.8 per cent of the 
respondents as one of the key challenges to livelihood activities. Also, identified as 
some of the constraints are restricted movement of goods and people (54.5%), 
restriction on market places and economic activities (52.8%), limited access to 
agricultural inputs and extension services (59.2%), poor access to land (50.5%) and 
limited rainfall (43.2%). For the purpose of intervention, these constraints were 
classified into social capital constraints (Insecurity, restriction on farmers, 
restricted movement of goods and people, restriction on market places and 
economic activity), financial capital (limited access to financial services), natural 
capital (poor access to land, limited rainfall) and physical capital assets (limited 
access to infrastructure) and human capital (limited skills and knowledge). In 
designing relevant livelihood recovery intervention, it is crucial to tackle these asset 
related challenges simultaneously. The social capital constraints which borders on 
insecurity can be tackled through the creation of secured livelihood zones. The 
concept of secured livelihood zones implies the creation of a zone of livelihood 
activity for farming and trading activities in and around secured locations in a given 
district in the Maiduguri urban areas. This is important in addressing the security 
challenges bedevilling farming and other economic activities.  

 
8.4 To address the physical capital challenges, these zones should be provided with the 

necessary infrastructures like roads, electricity supply and other necessary facilities 
needed for the effective functioning of the zone. Irrigation facilities should be 
provided in the farming zone to help to address the problems of inadequate rainfall 
while land can be secured through the community heads given the communal land 
tenure system in operation in the study area. 
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Figure 8.2: Main Constraints to Livelihood Activities in Maiduguri Urban 
Areas 

 

 
 

 

8.5 In the light of the observed livelihoods constraints, the study examines the coping 
strategies.  

Figure 8.3: Coping Strategies Household engage in to support themselves
   

 

Figure 8.3 shows the 

coping strategies 

households engages in to 

support themselves. It 

shows that about 77.5 per 

cent of households 

engaged in spending their 

savings to support their 

family. Also, significant 

is the fact that 73.6 per 

cent of the respondents 

relies on support from 

friends and relatives 

while 59.5 per cent took 

on debt as their coping 

strategy. However, only 

8.3 per cent of respondents engaged in sex for food. The silent culture among residents 

on this issue may have contributed to this low percentage for sex for food. The study 

further reveals that the highest percentage of respondents taking debts as a coping strategy 

are more in Bolori and Gwange Districts with   99.2 per cent 93.8 per cent respectively. 

Also, the percentage of respondents giving out their young daughters for marriage to 

reduce the family size as a coping strategy is dominant in Gwange districts as indicated 

by 85.7 per cent of the respondents. Also, sex for food as a coping strategy is more in 

Maisandari District (17.2%) compared to the rest districts. 
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8.6 Results further shows that only 45 per cent of the respondents indicated benefitting from 

any humanitarian assistance (Figure 8.4). 

 Figure 8.4: Percentage of Respondents that have Benefited from Humanitarian Assistance 
 

Figure 8.4 indicates that about 

95.8 per cent of the respondents in 

Auno have benefitted from 

humanitarian assistance. This is 

closely followed by Maisandari 
(78.3%) and Galtimari (50.5%).  

However, only 13.9 per cent and 

9.4 per cent of respondents in 

Bolori and Gwange indicated 

benefitting from any 

humanitarian assistance. Overall, 

only 45 per cent of the 

respondents have benefitted from 

any humanitarian assistance in 

the study area. However, there is 

evidence to show that men 

benefitted more from humanitarian assistance compared to women. For instance, while 

60.8 per cent of the respondents indicated to have benefitted from humanitarian 

assistance, only 39.2 per cent of the female indicated that they have benefitted from 

humanitarian assistance. 

 

8.7  The study further attempts to identify the kind of humanitarian assistance 
received by the respondents.   

Figure 8.5: Types of Humanitarian Assistance Respondent Received 
Figure 8.5 indicates that 

the main humanitarian 
assistance received by 
respondents so far are 
mainly in the area of 
WASH support and food 
aids as indicated by 58.9 
per cent and 72 per cent 
of the respondents 
respectively. It is 
pertinent to state here 
that other crucial 
humanitarian needs 

germane to livelihood recovery based on the identified constraints to livelihoods in 
the study area received very minimal attention. For instance, the provision of credit 
facilities to support trading activities which is one of the dominant livelihood 
activities of the people received very little attention as only 3.7 per cent of the 
respondents indicated receiving credit facilities as a humanitarian support. Also, the 
provision of fertilizers and vocational training received minimum attention as only 
5.1 per cent and 8.8 per cent of the respondents indicated receiving support in these 
areas. For quick livelihood recovery among the respondents, support in the areas of 
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vocational training, improving access to land, provision of fertilizers, and provision 
of credit facilities especially to women is a sine qua non. 

8.8 The study further evaluates the most viable Livelihood activities in the study area. 
The evaluation of most viable livelihood Income Generating Activities (IGA’s) was 
done to identify and recommend the most viable livelihood for households across 
the 6-district covered by the study. The socio-economic analysis provided first-hand 
information and experiences of the households who are currently involved in these 
livelihoods. However, it was prudent for the assessment to first understand the 
choices or preferences of the youth and women to align the recommended 
livelihoods to their choices. This bottom-up approach was important as it will 
ensure sustainability of the final recommended interventions.   

Figure 8.6: Preferred Livelihood Activity by Districts of Respondents 
A survey of the households and 
Focus Group Discussions with 
young men and women and old 
men and women with key 
informants were used to 
determine and understand 
livelihood preferences. From 
the survey, three most 
reported preferred livelihoods 
are farming, trading and 
Artisans. In Auno, the most 
preferred livelihood activity is 
farming as indicated by 83 per 
cent of the respondents. In 
Bolori, tailoring   was preferred 

by 53 per cent of the respondents while 77 per cent of the respondents in Galtimari 
preferred trading. Also, 75.5 per cent of respondents in Gwange also preferred 
trading as their first-choice livelihoods. In Maisandari, 52 per cent of the 
respondents preferred trading. While farming was dominant in Shuari, selling of 
food stuffs was also an income generating activity at 77 per cent. This preference 
was supported by the FGDs where most of the youth noted their preferences in 
tailoring in Bolori was significant. However they  indicated lack of skills and 
equipment and a constrain as much as tailoring is one of the important livelihood 
strategies in their communities. Secondly, farming is most preferred by adult 
women above 35 years in Auno.  It must be noted that final targeting of the type of 
livelihood must consider aligning interventions with the appropriate age group to 
enhance success and sustainability of the program. 

9.0 Education 
 

9.1 Education is an important basic need for households affected by conflict especially 
their children. Education helps children and communities gain a sense of stability, 
structure and routine, which can help them to cope with loss, fear, stress and 
violence during a time of crisis. Child friendly education provided in safe and 
inclusive learning spaces can keep children secure and protected from context-
specific risks including gender-based violence, recruitment into armed groups, child 
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labour and early marriage.20. In the study area, the education sector has negatively 
been affected and schooling has continuously been interrupted by insurgency for 
the past few years. School children were killed, abducted, displaced leading to a high 
level of trauma. Many of the School facilities were destroyed and burnt down. Large 
numbers of the population in the affected states have been displaced leading to 
thousands of children being out of school.   

 
9.2 Evidence shows that Schools and other learning spaces continue to be targeted 

while some are being used as shelter by IDPs, thus negatively impacting the safety 
of students and their teachers.21 In the socio-economic study, we attempt to 
determine educational access for households in Maiduguri urban. Figure 8.1 shows 
the educational attributes of Children age 6-17 years in Maiduguri urban. 

  
  

Figure 9.1: Educational Attributes of Children (6-17 Years Old) in Maiduguri 
Urban 
 
                                                                             Figure 9.1 shows that 

the mean number of 
male and female 
children that have never 
attended any school was 
1.9 and 2.1 respectively 
per household. Overall, 
about 4.0 children (6-17 
years) per households 
have not attended any 
formal education in the 
study area. Figure 9.1 
further shows that mean 
total number of children 
that have dropped out of 
school in Maiduguri 
urban is 4.06 persons 

per household comprising of 2.61 for males and 1.45 for females. It further reveals 
that the mean total number of children currently attending non-formal education is 
5.91 comprising of 3.11 for males and 2.8 for females. However, the mean total 
number of children currently attending formal education was 5.08 comprising of 
2.81 for males and 2.27 for males. 

 

 9.3 Figure 9.2 shows the children educational characteristics by districts. It reveals that 
Gwange, Bolori and Shuari Districts have the highest number of children (6-17 
years) currently attending formal education.  Also, average of 7.9, 5.8 and 4.3 
children 6-17 years are currently attending formal education in Gwange, Bolori and 
Shuari Districts respectively.   

 

                                                             
20UNICEF (2005): Ensuring Access to and Improving Quality/Relevance of Education for Children in Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) 

Camps, Host Communities, and Surrounding Communities in Rakhine, Kachin and Northern Shan States 

21 HRW (2016). They Set the Classroom on Fire. ttps://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/nigeria0416web.pdf 

 

2.81

3.11

2.61

1.93

2.27

2.8

1.45

2.05

5.08

5.91

4.06

3.98

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mean Number of Children (6-17
yrs) in your Household Currently

Attending Formal Education

Mean Number of Children (6-17
Years) in Your Household  Currently

Attending  Non-formal Education

Mean Number of Children (6-17
Years) in Your Household that have
Completely Dropped out of School

Mean Number of Children (6-17
Years) in your Household that have

Never Attended School

All Female Male



41 
 

9.4 Evidence from Figure 9.2 also shows that the mean number of children attending 
non-formal education are 8 and 7 children in Bolori and Gwange which is the highest 
for all the District covered by the study. Also, the mean number of children that have 
never attended any school are more in Gwange, Galtimari and Shuari Districts with 
a mean of 3.9, 2.7 and 2.1 children respectively.                                                                                           

 

Figure 9.2: Educational Attributes of Children (6-17 Years Old) in Maiduguri 
Urban 

 

 

9.5 Figure 9.3 shows the percentage of respondents that have received any form of 
training in the last five years. 

 Figure 9.3: Percentage of Respondents that have Received Skills 
Training in the Last Five Years 

Result from Figure 9.3 shows that 
the highest percentage (46.3%) of 
respondents that have received 
skills training in the last five years 
are found in Galtimari District 
while the least is Gwange (1.1%). 
Overall, only 14.3 per cent of the 
respondents across the districts 
have received some form of skills 
training in the last five years.  

However, result also shows that the preferred training is in farming, trading and 
artisans such as carpentry, metal works and tailoring. 

10.0 Health 
 

10.1 Health care in conflict-affected environment is one of the most important 
challenges in a humanitarian. Displacement of a population always affects health 
status and health care as it exposes them to new hazard dynamics. These new 
hazards are compounded by accrued vulnerability22. Exposure to new hazards and 

                                                             
22 WHO (2000). Internally Displaced Persons, Health and WHO. Paper presented at the Humanitarian Affairs Segment of ECOSOC 2000 

New York, 19-20 July 2000 
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greater vulnerability result in greater risk of illness and death for the affected 
population.    
 
Figure 10.1: Respondents Access to Health Facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10.2 Figure 10.1 shows that across the 6 districts, less than 20 per cent of the 

respondents indicated having access to health care facilities. However, over 85 per 
cent of the respondents across the districts maintained that they have had cause 
to visit a health center in the last 6 months. Almost half (44.1%) of respondents 
visited clinics operated by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) while 37.9 per 
cent visited the public hospitals. The main health challenge include malaria 
(90.4%), minor injuries (48.7%), measles (37.5%), diarrhea (33%), Chicken Pox 
(30.3%) and Cholera (29%).  Three main challenges were identified in accessing 
the health facilities. They include insufficient funds to purchase the recommended 
drugs (84.4%), absence of transport facilities to move the sick to the hospital 
(67.1%) and non-opening of   public health facilities (51.2%).  

 
10.3 Table 10.1 shows the distance travelled by respondents in accessing health care 

facilities. It reveals that Galtimari and Shuari Districts has the least travels as about 
91 per cent and 50 per cent of the respondents respectively indicated travelling a 
distance of less than 1 kilometer in accessing health facility. Also, about 60 per cent 
of the respondents in Maisandari Districts travelled a distance of about 1-3km in 
accessing health care facilities. However, findings show that about 40.1 and 58.5 
per cent of the respondents in Bolori Districts travels a distance of between 4-5 
km and above 5km respectively in accessing health care facilities suggesting that 
Bolori District is least served in terms of accessibility to health care facilities 
among Districts in Maiduguri urban. Gender wise, there are more access to health 
care facilities for men compared to women. While about 56.4 per cent of the male 
respondents indicated having access to health care facilities, only 43.6 per cent of 
the female respondents indicated having access to health care facilities. 
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Table 10.1: Distance Travelled by Respondents in Accessing Health Facilities 
 

Districts Distance Travelled by your Household to Access Health 
Facility 

Total 

Less than 
1km 

1-3km 4-5km More than 
5km 

AUNO 67 (35.8%) 18 (9.6%) 96 (51.3%) 6 (3.2%) 187 100.0%) 
BOLORI 1 (0.7%) 1 (0.7%) 57 (40.1%) 83 (58.5%) 142 (100.0%) 

GALTIMARI 176 (91.2%) 14 (7.3%) 2 (1.0%) 1 (0.5%) 193 (100.0%) 
GWANGE 1 (0.6%) 152(84.0% 5 (2.8%) 23 (12.7%) 181 (100.0%) 

MAISANDARI 8 (5.5%) 87 (60.0%) 37 (25.5%) 13 (9.0%) 145 (100.0%) 

SHUWARI 82 (50.0%) 60 (36.6%) 11 (6.7%) 11 (6.7%) 164 (100.0%) 
Total 335 (33.1%) 332(32.8%) 208 20.6%) 137 (13.5%) 1012 (100.0%) 

 

10.4 Finding shows that   the mean number of children under 5 that have been vaccinated 
against polio is 3.5 while the mean number of children between the ages of 12 and 
24 months that have been vaccinated against measles is 2.7 children per household. 
Results further shows that about 54.1 per cent of pregnant woman have access to 
antenatal care while 53 per cent of lactating mothers have access to postnatal care. 
However, across the districts, there are some observations variations in terms of 
access to antenatal care and postnatal care services.  For instance, only 24.5 per cent 
and 15.7 per cent of pregnant women in Galtimari and Gwange Districts have access 
to antenatal services. Similarly, only   14.6 per cent and 23 per cent of lactating 
mothers in Galtimari and Gwange Districts have access to postnatal services. This 
clearly suggest the need for intervention in these two districts in this respect. 

 

11  Enablers and Barriers to Development in Maiduguri Urban 
In this section of the socio-economic study, we examine both the enablers and 
barriers to socio-economic development in Maiduguri urban areas.  

11.1 Barriers to Development in Maiduguri Urban 

First, the study examines the barriers as shown in Figure 11.1. The figure identified 
the key barriers to socio-economic development to include poor skills among men 
and women, poor access to financial services, insecurity, poor access to electricity 
as indicated by 60.4 per cent, 66.8 per cent, 59.2 per cent, 70.5 per cent respectively. 
Other barriers identified by the respondents include lack of government supports, 
discrimination against women, poor access to assets as indicated by 68.2 per cent, 
53.7 per cent and 55.1 per cent respectively. Also identified as a major barrier is 
inadequate rainfall as indicated by 51.5 per cent of the respondents. 
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Figure 11.1: Barriers to Socio-Economic Development in Maiduguri Urban 
Areas 

 

 
 
11.2. Poor skills on the part of the residents is a major constraint that limit their capacity 

to compete in the emerging employment opportunities. Educational qualification 
and training especially for women is low. This has made it difficult for most of the 
residents to take advantage of the opportunities. The situation is made worse by the 
fact that most of the opportunities required some level of technical and literacy 
skills on the part of applicant which are lacking in most cases for the Maiduguri 
residents. 

11.3 The dearth of many informal sector businesses has also reduced available 
employment opportunities. During the FGD session, respondents indicated that 
informal sector activities were major sources of employment for the youths in the 
study area. The informal sector activities are mostly dominated by the non-
indigenes. However, as a result of the conflict, most of the informal sector activities 
have closed down as their owners have relocated out of Maiduguri due to the 
insurgency. Thus, most of the youths that were engaged by the operators of the 
informal sector activities were disengaged and opportunities for new employment 
in this sector was lost. The following excerpts from discussants support this finding. 

“You see most of those locked up shops, it was a very busy area 
for tailoring, sales of spare parts and other businesses. But since 
the last four years, there are nobody in those shops as the 
occupants have all relocated. They were a lot of boys and girls 
employed there and they were being paid but all of them are 
now doing nothing23. 

11.4 The insecurity in the study area is another serious social constraint affecting 
employment in Maiduguri urban area. Result shows that insecurity is limiting 
people’s access to land and their farms. As noted earlier on, farming was a major 

                                                             
23 Excerpts from Men FGD at Baga fish Market 
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source of employment for both men and women. Insecurity  has limited access to 
land and free distribution of goods and services. The following excerpts from FGD 
help to buttress this fact. 

 “We cannot go to our farms any longer. Before now, we can 
move around but now, we are unable to move due to the fear 
of the insurgence. This has made us to be financially 
handicapped”24. 

 “We cannot access farmlands due to the insurgency. There is 
no tractors, seedlings and fertilizers which we used to get 
easily before the insurgency. Distance to some accessible farm 
is now another major barrier to farming.”25 

“We cannot go to farm due to the fear of insurgents. We live in 
fear now because of the encounter we had with them”26. 

11.5 The other constraint is the socio- cultural factors which limit people’s opportunities 
for employment. The socio-cultural factors mostly affect women and their 
productive potentials. The socio-cultural factors are manifested in several forms as 
discussed below: 

Unequal Rights of Men and Women in many of the Districts due to cultural barriers. 
Evidence shows that there is more access to land for agriculture for men than 
women. Most women rent their land for agricultural purposes compared to men. 
This limit their capacity for agricultural production in the study area. One of the 
women FGD discussant noted: 

“If I must farm, I have to hire land because women do not own land 
here and there is no money from anywhere to do that now. Women 
do not own land here. It belongs to the men”27 

11.6 Force Marriage of Younger Girls: Although the older men and women did not 
reveal any evidence of force marriage of young girls, the younger girls and boys 
FGD discussants clearly indicated that there is forceful marriage of young girls 
which prevent them from going to school and finally limit their skills and 
productive potentials. Some of excerpts from the FGD discussant across the 
districts help to support this fact: 

“Some of the young girls stopped going to school because their 
parents gave them out for marriage. Young men cannot marry 
because no money but older men take them away from us”28 

Is true, I know some of my friends that stopped going to school 
because they got married. Some parents do not want their girls 
to go to school. They stop their school and get them married29  

                                                             
24 Excerpts from elderly men FGD Bolori 
25 Excerpts from Young men FGD Bolori 
26 Excerpts from Elderly men FGD Masandari 
27 Older women FGD in AUNO 

 
28 Excerpts from Young Men FGD, Bolori 
29 Excerpts from Young girls FGD Gwange District 
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“Forceful marriage, is a key problem over here. We are not 
given time to make our choices and plan for the future. Girls are 
not allowed to go to school to receive western education. They 
believe that women’s education ends in the Kitchen, in their 
husband house”.30 

11.7.     Cultural Pudal system: The cultural Pudal system is another major hindrance for 
many women. Many of the women are in pudal and hence cannot access the 
market. But the female headed households have more access to the market than 
the non-female headed households. The excerpts below support this: 

“My husband is dead and so am free to go to the market without 
any problem but before when he was alive, I cannot move at all 
because of Pudal”31 

“No husband, so am allowed to go out freely without been 
monitored. Am a free woman.32 
 
“I am not allowed. My husband is a very difficult person and I 
don’t want to have problem. Am at home every day.33 

 
11.8 Enablers to Development in Maiduguri Urban 

On the other hand, results also shows several enablers and opportunities for 
economic development in the Maiduguri urban areas. The first major enabler and 
development opportunity for the Maiduguri urban areas is the emerging policy 
environment particularly at the federal and state level. At the federal level, there is 
the the Federal Government 5-year special intervention package geared towards 
quickening the socio-economic development in North East region and supported by 
the Victims Support Fund which is a Private Sector led initiative to fast track 
development in conflict affected areas in north east Nigeria. Another key initiative 
is the Buhari Plan which was launched in 2016. The Buhari Plan has a 
comprehensive Return, Relocation and Resettlement Intervention which 
underwrites the following important, pre-requisite activities: Demining and 
Security Screening of Reclaimed Communities, Rapid Reconstruction of Critical 
Infrastructure, Relocation of Displaced Persons (IDPs and those who fled to the 
neighboring countries of Niger, Chad and Cameroun); Rapid Standardization of 
Camps, and the fully supported Return of all affected persons to normal, enhanced 
and empowered livelihoods. At the state level, several skill acquisition programmes 
are being implemented by the state government. The Ministry of Poverty Alleviation 
and Youth Employment in Borno state issue soft loans through commercial banks 
to enable young people to begin farming activities. All these initiatives constitute a 
major enabler to development of the study area. 

 
11.9 The high level agricultural potential of the state is another major enabler to 

development. Borno state is endowed with a climate that is comparatively 
conducive for agricultural production allowing a variety of food and cash crops and 
livestock to be produced. These include, (a) cereals: maize, millet, sorghum, rice and 
wheat. (b) legumes: cowpeas, groundnuts, soya beans and Bambara nuts (c) fruits: 

                                                             
30 Excerpts from Young girls FGD in Auno 
31 Excerpts from Older Women FGD AUNO 
32 Excerpts from Older Women FGD Bolori 
33 Excerpts from Older Women FGD Gatimari 



47 
 

orange, lemon, mango and guava. Borno also produces (d) vegetables: tomatoes, 
pepper, onions, okra, cucumber and melon. (e) tree crops: gum Arabic etc., (f) 
livestock and fishes: cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry, rabbits and fish of different 
varieties.34  

 
11.10. The presence of the NGOs in the Maiduguri urban area is another important enabler 

for development. According to the state government, there are 126 of these NGOs, 
all quartered in the state capital.35 It is true that some of the NGOs have been able to 
turn around the lives of many people by providing jobs, improving physical and 
social infrastructure as well as raising the tempo of commerce.36 Evidence from 
document review also shows that International Non-governmental organizations 
(INGOs) have increased business for banks. Aid organizations’ use of banks and cash 
inflows from households resulting from cash transfers have been instrumental in 
restarting financial services37.  A respondent from Auno noted that he started his 
petty trading from the cash transfers received from NGOs. According to him: 

“I was paid N24,000 four times and I used it to start my 
business. Today I can feed my family with it.”38 

Also, the construction boom in Maiduguri has also be attributed to the presence of 
international organizations, and contractors have replaced traders as the main 
clients of commercial banks.39 

12.0 Energy Sources 
12.1 Energy plays one of the most vital roles in the economic growth, progress, and 

development, as well as poverty eradication and security of any nation40. Future 
economic growth crucially depends on the long-term availability of energy from 
sources that are affordable, accessible, and environmentally friendly.41 Energy 
supports the provision of basic needs such as cooked food, a comfortable living 
temperature, lighting, the use of appliances, piped water or sewerage, essential 
health care (refrigerated vaccines, emergency, and intensive care), educational aids, 
communication (radio, television, electronic mail, the World Wide Web), and 
transport. Energy also fuels productive activities including agriculture, commerce, 
manufacturing, industry, and mining. Conversely, a lack of access to energy 
contributes to poverty and deprivation and can contribute to the economic 
decline.42  

 

 

  

                                                             
34Final Report - Borno State Commodities Value Chain Assessment Report 2018 
35 http://www.peoplesdailyng.com/maiduguris-parade-of-ngos/ 
36 Ibid 
37www.ttps://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Northeast%20Nigeria%20Joint%20LMRA% 
202017.pdf 
38 Key Informant Interview Auno 
39 Ibid 
40 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/2192-0567-2-15 
41 Ramchandra P, Boucar D: (2011). Green Energy and Technology. Springer, London Dordrecht Heidelberg New York 
42 Nnaji C, et al.: (2010). CIA World Factbook. Edited by: Nnaji CE, Uzoma CC. Nigeria; available at 
http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html 

http://www.peoplesdailyng.com/maiduguris-parade-of-ngos/
http://www.ttps/reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Northeast%20Nigeria%20Joint%20LMRA%25
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/2192-0567-2-15
http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html
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 Figure 12.1: Energy Sources of Respondents 
Figure 12.1 shows that 
fire wood and charcoal 
are the dominant 
sources of energy for 
households in the 
study area.  Overall 
57.3 per cent of the 
respondents across the 
households used 
firewood while 41 per 
cent uses charcoal. 
However, evidence 
shows that energy 
sources is a major 
challenge in Galtimari 
as less than 3 per cent 

of the respondents indicates not utilizing firewood and or charcoal as their main 
sources of energy. However, the continuous use of charcoal and firewood by 
households has serious environmental implication especially deforestation 
considering the already depleted vegetative cover of the study area due to 
desertification.  Therefore, intervention targeting other sources of energy for 
household use is germane for household sustainable energy recovery. The 
implication of the above finding suggests that other sources of energy such as 
electricity, gas and Kerosene are not available to the households across the districts 
covered by the study. 

13.0 Shelter 
13.1 Adequate shelter is one of the fundamental basic needs of all humans. In the study 

area, the issue of shelter is very crucial because of the number of IDPs that have 
arrived in the city since the beginning of the insurgency. 

 Figure 13.1 Nature of the shelter occupied by respondents 

Figure 13.1 indicates that 
about 43.2 per cent and 
44.3 44.3 per cent of all 
the respondents across 
the 6 districts owns their 
personal houses and 
squatting respectively.  
However, Figure 5.18 
indicates that the majority 
of the     respondents 
squatting are residing in 

Bolori and Galtimari as indicated by 97.8 per cent and 86.8 per cent of the 
respondents respectively. Result further shows that respondents that owns their 
personal houses are in Gwange (85.4%), Maisandari (56.3) and Shuari (74.2%). The 
implication of the above finding is the need for the provision of shelter for the 
majority of the respondents that are squatting in Bolori and Galtimari districts. In 
addition, over 74 per cent of the respondents indicated that they do not have private 
space for their households alone especially for respondents that are been hosted 
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and squatting. Finding also, reveals average of 11 persons per households sharing a 
single accommodation. For those that rented their accommodation, average 
monthly rentage is about N9034 per month. 

13.2 However, over 60 per cent of the respondents noted that the accommodation is not 
of adequate quality. Some of the challenges associated with their accommodation is 
shown in Figure 5.19.  at Auno District, the main challenges associated with the 
accommodation include broken windows (96.3%), lack of Privacy (95.9%), not 
enough space (94.2%), leaking roof (87.6%), unhygienic washing facilities (62.8%) 
among other challenges. In Bolori District, the main challenges associated with 
household shelter include broken windows (92.5%), lack of Privacy (98.9%), not 
enough space (100%), leaking roof (85.5%), not secure (94%) among other 
challenges. At Galtimari, the main challenges include lack of privacy (91%), not 
enough space (95.6%) and not secured (93.4%).  Generally, the challenges of shelter 
of households are similar across the districts covered by the study. The plethora of 
problems associated with the accommodation of the respondents is an indication of 
the quality of the accommodation which have already being noted as of low poor 
quality by the respondents. 

  
Figure 13.2: Challenges Associated Accommodation of Households 

 

 

14.0 WASH 
 
14.1 Water and sanitation are critical determinants for survival in the initial stages of a 

disaster. People affected by disasters are generally much more susceptible to illness 

and death from disease, which are related to a large extent to inadequate sanitation, 

inadequate water supplies and poor hygiene.43 Diseases related to inadequate water, 
sanitation and hygiene are a huge burden in developing countries. It is estimated 
that 88% of diarrhea disease is caused by unsafe water supply, and inadequate 

                                                             
43 http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/evaluation/watsan2005/annex_files/Sphere/SPHERE2%20-
%20chapter%202%20-%20Min%20standards%20in%20water,%20sanitation%20and%20hygiene%20prom.pdf 
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sanitation and hygiene.44Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) underpin many of 
children’s fundamental human rights, and ultimately national development. In the 
study area, years of sustained violence have turned potable water into a treasured 
and scarce resource. Limited access to water and sanitation has contributed to poor 
child health especially diarrhea.   

 
14.2 Figure 14.1 shows respondent’s main source of water and it indicates that more 

than 53 per cent of the respondents across the districts use tube well/boreholes 
while about 27.4 per cent uses piped borne water. However, Figure 14.1 shows 
variations in the main sources of water across the districts covered by the study. For 
instance, 71.6 per cent and 55 per cent of respondents in Galtimari and Maisandari 
uses piped borne water as their main source of water supply while 96.6 per cent 
and 87.9 per cent of respondents in Bolori and Gwange use tube well/borehole as 
their main source of water supply. It is pertinent to state that about 39.1 per cent of 
the respondents in Shuari districts indicated the absence of no water supply source 
which suggest the need for humanitarian intervention in water supply in this 
respect. 

 

Figure 14.1: Main Sources of Water Supply for Respondents Across the 
Districts 

 

14.3  Figure 14.2 and 14.3 shows amount of time taken by respondents in accessing 
water supply as well as distance travelled by respondents in accessing water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
44WHO (World Health Organization) (2004).Water, sanitation and hygiene links to health. Facts and figures. WHO, Geneva. Available at 
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/facts2004/en/index.html 
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Figure 14.2: Amount of Time Travelled to Access Water by the Respondents 
Figure 14.2 indicates that 
overall 72.8 per cent of the 
respondents across the 
districts travels a distance 
of less than 30 minutes to 
access water. According to 
the sphere standards  the 
water source has to be 
within 500 meters of the 
home to promote physical 
accessibility45. The 
implication of the above 
findings is that water is 
accessible to some of the 

respondents.  

14.4 However, Figure 14.3 shows that only 37.2 per cent of the respondents in Auno 
districts indicated accessing water from a distance of less than 30 minutes. Also, 
more than 40 per cent of the respondents in Auno also indicated accessing water 
from a far distance, suggesting that access to water is low compared to other 
districts.  

 
Figure 14.3: Amount of Distance Travelled to Access Water by the 
Respondents 

Figure 14.3 shows that 
74.9 per cent of all the 
respondents travelled a 
distance of between 0-
500m to access water. 
However, about 40.9 per 
cent of the respondents in 
Auno travels a distance of 
more than 1 km to access 
water. It is pertinent to 
state that all the districts 
with the exception of 
Auno complied with the 

SPHERE standards of the maximum distance of 500m for accessing any water point.  

14.5 Finding also reveals that over 63 per cent of the respondents indicated that water 
is treated for domestic use. Across the districts, treatment of water is more in 
Maisandari districts (96.2%) and least in Shuari (38.4%) districts. Result also 
shows that the main treatment method for water in the sampled districts include 
boiling (39.8%), chlorinationation (21.9%) and use of alum (20.8%). In addition, 
ownership of hand washing facility is poor across the districts with the exception 
of Bolori District were about 81.5 per cent of the respondents indicated having 
hand washing facilities in their homes.  In the other districts such as Maisandari, 

                                                             
45World Health Organization (WHO), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Centre on Housing Rightsand 

Evictions (COHRE), Water Aid, Centre on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The Right to Water. 2003 
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Gwange, Shuari and Auno, less than 27 per cent of the households indicated 
ownership of hand washing facilities in their homes. Overall, 68.9 per cent of the 
respondents indicated not having hand washing facilities in their household. 
Results further shows that for the few households that have hand washing facility, 
about 92.5 per cent of the respondents indicated not having sufficient water and 
soap at the hand washing station in their household. 

14.6 Finding also shows that about 76.6 per cent of the respondents indicated that they 
have toilet facilities. Figure 14.4 shows that Maisandari with 51.6 per cent of the 
respondents indicating ownership of toilet facility is the least among all the other 
districts covered in the study. 

Figure 14.4: Availability of toilet facility 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Result also shows that the dominant type of toilet facility is pit latrine as 
indicated 91.9 per cent of the respondents. 

Figure 14.5: Types of Available Toilet Facility 
Figure 14.5 shows that all 
the toilet facility in the 
sampled households in 
Auno are pit latrine as 
reveal by 100 per cent of 
the respondents. In the 
other districts the 
percentages of pit latrine 
ownership ranges from 
97.9 per cent in Galtimari 
to 75.6 per cent in 
Maisandari district. It is 

crucial to state that most of the flush latrines are located in Shuari and Maisandari 
districts as indicated by 16.8 per cent and 16.3 per cent respectively. 

14.7 Finding further shows that the majority of the toilet facilities are shared (Figure 
14.6). Over 81 per cent of the toilet facilities are shared across the districts 
covered in the study (Figure 14.6). 
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Figure 14.6: Whether available toilet facility is shared or private 

 

 

Thus, it was important to understand the number of people sharing each of the 
toilet facility across the sampled districts is 12 (12 persons per toilet).. 

 
Figure 14.7: Whether there is Separate Toilet for Women 

 Furthermore, the study 
shows that there is no 
separate toilet facility for 
men and women. About 64.6 
per cent of the respondents 
indicated that there are no 
separate toilet facilities for 
men and women (Figure 
14.7). Given the high 
protection issues especially 
rape in humanitarian 
context such as the study 
area, it is important for 

women to have separate toilet facilities away from the men. Result further shows 
that in the case of unisex latrines, there are not privacy for women and girls as 
indicated by 55 per cent of the respondents. 

 

Figure 14.8 shows the quality of the latrines that is available to the households at 
the district level. 
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Figure 14.8: Quality of latrine 
Figure 14.8 indicates that 
about 52.2 per cent of the 
respondents in Auno 
describe their toilet facility 
as very good closely 
followed by MMM which is 
34.8 per cent. Field 
observation in Auno 
districts shows that most of 
the toilet facilities were 
recently constructed by 
humanitarian actors 
working in the district. 
Plate 1 shows a toilet 
facility in Auno district 
captured during the field 

study. Also, about 63.3 per cent of the respondents in Maisandari described their 
toilet facility as good while almost half (44%) of the respondents in Gwange 
described their toilet facility as very bad suggesting the need for intervention in this 
respect. Generally, the toilet facility is poor in Gwange and Galtimari districts. 

Plate 1: Toilet Fcaility at Auno    Plate 2: Toilet facility Auno 

15.0 Market Access   

15.1 In this study, a market is any systematic process for market actors (people, 
businesses) to buy and sell products and services. This includes not just the way 
goods and services are produced, transported, bought and sold, but also the formal 
and informal rules that govern the interactions, including regulations, policies and 
quality standards, as well as culture and other relationships that influence trade, 
individuals’ reputations, etc46.  Results shows that respondents have access to 

                                                             
46 https://www.enterprise-development.org/wp-
content/uploads/IntlAlert_PracticeNote_MarketDev_March2010.pdf  
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market as about 95 per cent of the respondents indicated having access to market. 
The main markets assessed in the market survey include Monday market, 
Bullunkutu, Budum, Baga road, Yan Doya, Abba Gamanaram, Bolore stores, 
custom, Kasua Shanu and Tashan Bama markets.   

 

15.2.  Most of the traders interviewed in Maiduguri markets rented their shops. These 
traders use their shops for the storage of goods. Shops are either located inside the 
market or on the main street.  As goods are sold in various units of measurements, 
access to scales is of tremendous importance to traders. Most wholesalers use 
standardized scales and scoops while most retailers use non-standardize scales.  
Most wholesalers have enough stocks in their shops and they indicated that they 
are able to deliver adequate stocks within a week. In most of the markets namely, 
Monday market, Bullunkutu, Baga Road, traders noted that they have the capacity 
to respond to increase in demand of goods within one week.  Figure 5.27 shows 
the main types of market where respondents buy and sell their goods. 
 
 
Figure 15.1: Markets Where Respondents Purchase and Sell the Goods 

 Figure 15.1 indicates that 
open/daily market is the 
main market where the 
respondents purchase their 
goods and services. About 
58.8 per cent and 32.9 per 
cent of the respondents 
identified open 
market/daily market as 
well as local shops 
respectively.  

 

 

Figure 15.2:  Markets Where Respondents Purchase and Sell the Goods by 
Districts 
 

Figure 5.28 indicates 
poor access to market 
/daily market in Gwange 
and Shuari Districts as 
over 77 per cent and 35 
per cent of the 
respondents indicated 
making their purchases 
at local shops. This 
suggests the need for 
market development in 

these districts. Results further shows that there is more market access for men than 
women. This finding emanates from the fact that more than 63 per cent of the male 
respondents indicated having access to open market/daily market as against 37 per 
cent for the female respondents. Results from the market survey and observation 
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clearly support this finding as the whole segment of the markets are dominated by 
the male traders while the petty trading with little capital investment are dominated 
by the female traders.  

15.3 Finding also shows that the dominant mode of transport to the market is by use of 
Kekenapep (Tricycle) and on foot as indicated by 41.9 per cent and 33.9 per cent 
respectively (Figure 15.3). 

Figure 15.3: Mode of the Transport to the Market 
Only 16.5 per cent of the 
respondents indicated using car. 
This finding is understandable 
given that the dominant mode of 
transportation in Maiduguri is 
tricycle. Cars are mostly used in 
interstate or distant travels 
outside of the Maiduguri urban 
areas. Average distance travelled 
to access the market is about 20 
minutes a across the districts 
while average transport cost to 
access the markets is about N160. 

 

Figure 15.4: Whether there are Items Respondents Cannot Purchase in the 
market 
Finding shows that goods and services 
are not in short supply in the market as 
78.5 per cent of the respondents noted 
that there are no items they could not 
purchase in the market (Figure 15.4). 
However, only about 21.5 per cent of 
the respondents noted that there are 
items they could not purchase due to 
their absence in the market.  

 

 

 
15.4.  Findings form the market survey shows that cereals, tubers and legumes such as 

sorghum, maize, millet, rice, beans, grounds and yam are widely available in most 
of the selected markets despite the impact of the conflict on local production. 
These products hold the highest potential for improving livelihoods and economic 
independence.  Finding from the market survey reveals that most of the 
wholesalers provide little employment opportunities for youths who provide 
support services to the operations of the wholesale activities in the market. 

 
15.5 While maize is widely available in most of the markets, but supply has decreased 

when compared to the same period last year as noted by the respondents. Most of 
the maize supplied to the markets of Borno is sourced from Adamawa, Katsina, 
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Kaduna, Taraba, Bauchi and Benue States. Supplies from Bauchi and Kano are also 
important for millet availability in the markets of Borno. State level production 
accounts for the most of the market supply of local rice, but additional stocks are 
sourced from Jigawa, Katsina, Kebbi, Adamawa and Taraba. Findings also shows 
that beans are widely available in markets and mostly sourced within the state but 
complemented with supplies from Kano. Yam is mostly supplied by other states 
such as Plateau, Taraba, Benue and Bauchi.  In Bullunkutu and Kasuwan Shanu, 
traders have large stocks of maize, millet, beans and local rice supplies which are 
sourced from Askira Uba and Gamboru markets in Borno State as well as from 
Katsina, Kano, Adamawa, Kaduna, Bauchi and Taraba States.  

 
15.6 The key stakeholders in the markets are mainly suppliers, transport companies, 

traders and buyers in the market.  The traders are made up of wholesalers and 
retailers. While the wholesalers are organized into groups and cooperatives, the 
retailers were less organized. For instance, in Bullunkutu and Kasuwan Shanu, 
there are groups or cooperatives for grain sellers. Other key stakeholders in the 
markets are transport operators who help in the movement of the grains in and 
out of the markets. There are also security operatives in each of the markets that 
help to secure the operators in the market for any possible attacks. 

 
15.7 The study further examines the constraints in accessing the markets across the 

districts covered by the study. These constraints constitute the risks and 
vulnerabilities to effective functioning and access to the markets. Results shows that 
across the districts, respondents indicated similar constraints across the districts. 
For instance, high prices of goods and services, insecurity and high transport cost 
were identified across the districts as the critical constraints in accessing the 
markets. 

 Figure 15.5: Constraints to Accessing Markets by Districts 

 

 

However, the FGD discussants across the 6 districts in support of the above finding 
re-echoed the above constraints. One of the key informant from the Moduganari 
market have this to say with respect to security and high price of goods and services 
and its impact of the market. 
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challenge. Many things we normally buy and sell here are not available 
and even if  you find them you cannot  buy and sell it because of high 
price47 

Things are very expensive now because most of the people we buy from 
are now afraid of  coming to Maiduguri. Before, my shop was filled up and 
there are many customers but now the situation is is not good48 

Even the transportation cost to bring the goods here and for customers to 
come here is a problem. This affected the price of goods and hence driving 
away the small customers we have49 

We need credit facilities. I need to pay for shop but nobody to help. I cannot 
borrow from the Bank because my shop is small and nobody to help me. Is 
a problem for me. 50 

 Key informants across the markets and districts in Maiduguri urban identified 
poor access to credit facilities as a major constraint. The following excepts help 
to support the finding. 

  There is no access to credit facilities. I need more capital to expand 
my trade. We lack funds. No money to buy livestock’s feeds for our 
cattle’s and goats51 

 We do not have access to credit facilities, you can only be given 
credit facilities if you can pay back but many people do not have 
collateral52 

15.8. The key informants noted that the Maiduguri markets are segmented with each 
market specializing in different items before the insurgency. For instance, Baga 
Market specializes in dry fish while Monday Market specializes in fresh 
vegetables, grains and beverages as well as cosmetics. However, the situation has 
changed due to the insurgency. Now everybody sells anything anywhere and in 
any market. The market sub-sectors with the highest profitability as identified by 
discussants include: 

1. Food Stuffs subsector (cereals, tubers and legumes such as sorghum, 
maize, millet, rice, beans, grounds and yam 

2. Provision (mini Supermarket) 
3. Plastics 
4. Clothing 

15.7.  However, in the foodstuff sector, the wholesale sector is dominated by men while 
the petty trading sector is dominated by women. The markets with the highest 
potential for improving livelihoods especially for women is the food stuff sector.  
The main items identified in this respect include grains (Rice, Maize, Beans, 
Wheat), yam and other cooking items. On the other hand, the men preferred 
wholesale trade in the food sector mainly in grains like rice, maize, wheat and 
beans. 

 

                                                             
47 Key informant interview at Moduganari Market, Maiduguri 
48 Ibid 
49 Key informant interview at Monday Market Maiduguri 
50 Key informant Interview at Baga Fish Market 
51 Key informant interview at Masandari  
52 Young men FGD Bolori 
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16.0 General State of the Economy Before and After the Insurgency 
 

16.1.  The study further explores the state of the economy before and after the 
insurgency. The views of the various stakeholders consulted were triangulated 
with secondary data sources before arriving at the finding. Result shows that the 
work force of the economy was a mixture of both indigenes and non-indigenes 
before the insurgency but that has changed now. The economy work force is 
dominated mostly by indigenes due to the relocation of most of the non-indigenes. 
The excerpts below help to buttress this finding. 

“The Maiduguri urban economy was a mix of work force with 
people from different states and ethnic groups. With 
insurgency, many have relocated to other states which 
affected the state economically. Many shops are not occupied 
now and the owners of the shops have lost their income.”53 
 

16.2.  There was high level of market specialization before the insurgency but that has 
also changed totally as different varieties of goods are now sold in any market 
which can be seen as one of the coping strategies adopted by the Maiduguri urban 
residents in the mist of the conflict. The excerpt below helps to support the finding. 

“Markets in Maiduguri were segmented into different 
markets for different products. For instance, there is a fish 
market, a grain market, fresh vegetable market etc. After the 
insurgency, people just started selling whatever they could. 
They come with whatever they want to sell.54 
 

16.3  Evidence from KII and FGD shows that the economy is characterised by high rate 
of unemployment especially among the youths. Although, the analysis was unable 
to establish the actual rate of unemployment in the Maiduguri urban due to lack of 
data, anecdotal evidence shows that there is rapid increase in unemployment in 
Maiduguri. Evidence from the Nigeria Labour Force Statistics 2017 provided a clue 
on the status of unemployment and it indicates that all North East states reported 
above average unemployment rates apart from Yobe and Borno which reported 
high underemployment rates55. The following excepts also buttresses the finding. 

 
“There is high rate of unemployment in the economy. Many 
of the youths engaged by informal business who have left 
the town are now jobless”56 

“Everything is now backward here. No job and no food. Our 
parents cannot provide for us again. I must saw cap to earn 
a living”57 

16.4. There is generally poor access to credit which makes integrating into the local 
economy even more difficult. Evidence demonstrates the there is absence of credit 
facilities for most of the residents in Maiduguri urban areas. The situation is 
compounded by the absence of collateral security and the high-level 
unemployment situation in the area. The following excerpts support this finding. 

                                                             
53 Excerpts from Galtimari Community Leader KII)” 
54 Excerpts from FGD with Fish Sellers at Baca Market 
55 http://nigerianstat.gov.ng/download/694. 
56 Excerpts from Bolori Community Leader KII 
57 Excerpts from Young women FGD in Auno 

http://nigerianstat.gov.ng/download/694
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There is no access to credit facilities in this Maiduguri. 
Everybody is looking for where to borrow but no lenders are  
ready to lend because due to lack of guarantor.58 

16.5. The economy is also bedevilled by rising food prices and lower agricultural 
production. Many of the respondent’s resort to negative coping strategies. There 
is evidence to shows that agricultural production has dwindled since the 
emergence of the insurgency. Table 16.1 shows the grains outflow decrease by 30 
per cent between 2008 and 2014. Within the same period, grains outflow from 
Baga market also decreased by 33.3 per cent. 

Table 16.1: Grains Outflow from Gamboru market (2008-2014) in tonnes 
 

ITEMS 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Maize 33,600 35,000 31,000 28,500 25,000 20,000 16,000 
Millet 5,040 7,500 8,200 6,000 5,200 3,600 3,600 
Beans 88,200 82,000 80,000 72,000 64,000 43,000 21,000 
Sorghum 27,300 30,000 24,000 19,000 20,000 15,200 7,000 
Total 154,140 154,500 143,200 125,500 114,200 81,800 47,600 

Source: Tukur and Fausat, 201559 

Table 16.2: Grain outflow from Baga market (2008-2014) in tonnes 
 
ITEMS 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Maize 38,400 38,600 30,200 24,500 16,700 15,900 13,000 
Millet 18,900 22,000 16,500 14,000 12,600 7,000 3,700 
Beans 58,300 52,900 43,000 45,000 33,000 30,000 16,000 
Sorghum 25,200 21,000 19,000 22,000 16,000 14,000 14,200 
Total 140,800 134,500 108,700 105,500 78,300 66,900 46,900 

Source: Tukur and Fausat, 201560 

16.6  Transportation and trade restrictions and inaccessible areas in adjoining LGAs 
and towns have impeded economic activity in Maiduguri. Trade and movement 
restrictions as well as the seizure of goods by insurgents contributed to a 
significant decrease in the transport of goods from the hinterland to Maiduguri 
urban areas. The closure of the Biu-Jos Road was particularly devastating for the 
agriculture sector in Maiduguri urban areas which prevented free flow of 
agricultural produce to the city and the subsequent increase in the price of goods61. 
The following excerpt from the FGD discussant help to support this finding.  

“Road leading to Baga is always closed by the government. 
Access to Gambaro is another major constraint as the road 
remain close and these are the main areas of supply of fish to 
Baga market. People only come and sit here and at the end of the 
day we all go home with nothing62” 

17.0 National and State Policies 
17.1.  The federal government of Nigeria has responded policy with  development 

framework in addressing the economic and security situation in Borno state. 

                                                             
58 Excerpts from(Shuari Older Men FGD 
59 Tukur, M.D and Fausat, A F (2015). The Effect of Insurgency on Borno State Economy (2008 – Oct.2014), Journal of 
Economics and Sustainable Development, Vol 6, No. 16. 
60 Ibid 
61 NORTHEAST NIGERIA JOINT LIVELIHOOD AND MARKET RECOVERY ASSESSMENT Report 2017 
62 Excerpts from the Baga Fish Traders FGD 
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Plethora of policies and development plans are already in place. One of the most 
current of these policies and plans is the recently launched Economic Growth and 
Recovery Plan (EGRP) (2017). The EGRP The Economic Recovery and Growth Plan 
(ERGP), a Medium-Term Plan for 2017 –2020, builds on the Strategic 
Implementation Plan (SIP) and has been developed for the purpose of restoring 
economic growth while leveraging the ingenuity and resilience of the Nigerian 
people –the nation’s most priceless asset. The key activities in the EGRP with 
respect to Borno State is to develop and implement a comprehensive action plan 
for the North East, including emergency humanitarian assistance, relocation, 
rehabilitation, and resettlement, and building peace, security, infrastructure, 
agriculture, health, education, and governance63. All states were mandate to design 
and implement their own economic growth and recovery plan. However, this is yet 
to be done in the state; thus, is difficult to assess the impact of this policy on the 
urban population of Maiduguri. 

17.2 In addition, there is the Presidential Committee on the North East Initiative (PCNI). 
CNI is established by the President to guide, coordinate, facilitate and support all 
interventions through an operational model that: 

i. Fast tracks resource mobilization and action 
ii. Ensures high efficiency in intervention delivery 

iii. Facilitates synergy and collaboration to mitigate duplication of 
efforts 

iv. Promotes accountability and transparency 
 

PCNI activities thus far cover the coordination and filling of gaps in the provision 
of the emergency humanitarian response components of the Buhari Plan: 

i. Food Security: Provision of food items to IDPs in the North East states and 
refugees in Niger and Cameroun 

ii. Shelter and non-food items: Provision of emergency shelter with 20,005 
tents supplied 

iii. Health: Medical outreach to IDPs in areas in critical need 
iv. Upgrading and equipping of the burn units in hospitals 
v. Early Recovery: Reconstruction of public infrastructure such as police 

stations to facilitate return of civil order. 
vi. Education: Facilitation of scholarship programmes, school renovations, 

learning tools and temporary learning spaces for IDPs64. 
It is pertinent to note that there are no direct livelihood related targets in the PCNI 
activities which has implication for livelihood and economic recovery. 
 

17.3 Also, Federal Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs), are also involved in 
the development of policies and programme aimed at addressing the 
humanitarian needs of people affected by the conflict. For instance, The Health 
Sector Working Group constituted by the Federal Ministry of Health, using 
information generated from assessments undertaken in the northeast by 
National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) and other Humanitarian 
Partners identified the health needs of the people impacted by the conflict. As 
part of the broader process of enhancing the quality of services and ensure 
adherence to national policy, the FMOH developed a health sector response 

                                                             
63 https://yourbudgit.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Economic-Recovery-Growth-Plan-2017-2020.pdf 
64 https://pcni.gov.ng/pcni-mandate/ 

https://yourbudgit.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Economic-Recovery-Growth-Plan-2017-2020.pdf
https://pcni.gov.ng/pcni-mandate/
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strategy. The sector strategy is aimed at reducing morbidity and mortality 
through a strengthened and well -coordinated health system response that 
provides essential lifesaving services to all persons affected by the insurgency in 
the affected States of the North East65. 

 

17.4 At the state level, Borno State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 
(BOSEED) is one of the key intervention policy documents of the state. The various 
Ministries at the state level are involved in emergency response. One of the Ministries 
is the ministry of Agriculture which supports the Borno State Agricultural 
development programme. The key activities under the ministry include provision of 
extension services to farmers at the three agricultural zones in the state as well as 
provision of seedling and other farming tools to the farmers across the state. The state 
government also pays its counterpart funding for the “The FADAMA III (AFII) project 
which has provided emergency food assistance for 73,685 persons who were 
displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency in Borno66. The Borno State Government 
has launched a Community and Social Development Programme with the view to 
address numerous challenges facing Youths skills acquisition, Education, Health and 
other relevant sectors.  The state government has also created the Ministry of Poverty 
and Youth Empowerment. Its purpose is to midwife the eradication of poverty among 
the people. The main function is to create jobs and wealth training for the affected 
population in different skills. The ministry is also to empower the unemployed 
graduates, the vulnerable and less privileged in the society through procurement and 
distribution of poverty alleviation materials, disbursement of micro-credit loans to 
petty traders and entrepreneurs. These various policy and institutional frameworks 
provide and entry points for development agencies and other humanitarian actors in 
Borno state. 

17.5 Overall, the state is not bereft of development policies both at the national and state 
levels. However, apart from the PNCI initiatives, most of the policies are too general 
and have little direct bearing with developmental challenges of IDPs in the study area. 
Another general aspect of the policies is its lack of indicators to track progress. Thus, 
the opportunity to assess the impact of the policies on urban population of Maiduguri 
and livelihood as well as economic recovery in the state was lost. 

  

                                                             
65 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hnerribs_activity_budget_final_draft_nov16.pdf 
 

66 https://www.pmnewsnigeria.com/2017/11/22/fadama-programme-provides-food-assistance-

73685-borno-idps/ 
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https://www.pmnewsnigeria.com/2017/11/22/fadama-programme-provides-food-assistance-73685-borno-idps/
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18.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

18.1.  The social economic study reveals the diverse social and economic milieu of 
Maiduguri urban population which are germane to livelihood and economic recovery 
in the study area. It is therefore important to take these important urban contexts of 
Maiduguri as revealed by the study into consideration in the development of any 
intervention in the state. Based on these important baselines provided by this study, 
the following recommendations are made. 

 Support households in rebuilding their livelihood assets to enhance their 
participation in IGA. 

 Vocational training programmes should be implemented across the district backed 
up by start-up capital at the end of the training for participants 

 Livelihood opportunities should be developed in micro farming around secured 
locations to take advantage of the huge agricultural potentials in the area 

 Labour market assessment should be implemented in Maiduguri Urban 
 Provide educational support for out of school children and children attending 

informal education 
 Strengthen management of common childhood illnesses such as malaria, cholera, 

pneumonia and diarrhea in specific districts 
 Improve coverage of public health interventions including measles, polio, chicken 

pox vaccinations 
 Develop alternative sources of energy at the household level 
 There is need for provision of more shelter and local construction materials to IDPs 

in host communities   in selected districts. 
 Provide borehole facilities to districts experiencing water shortages 
 Provide more WASH facilities across the districts covered by the study 
 There is the urgent need for more toilet facilities to reduce the number of persons 

utilizing a single toilet facility. 
 Sustain the implementation of cash transfer incorporating mostly vulnerable 

women petty traders across as discovered by the study 
 Organize women petty traders in the markets into cooperatives to enhance their 

access to credit facilities 
 Organize financial literacy training for traders across the markets in the Maiduguri 

urban 
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Annex 1: Mean Frequency Scores of key Indicators of Livelihood Assets and Z-Scores by Districts 
  

Annex 1: Cont.… 

Districts Grazing 
Land 

Fishing 
areas 

Water for 
irrigation 

Own 
cultivated 
land 

Membership 
of group 

Leadership of 
groups 

Links to 
persons 
outside the 
community 

Friends Farming 
Tools 

Livestock Fodder House Car/motorcycle 

Auno 0.469072 0.727811 0.867724868 0.089655 0.757575758 0.35971223 0.48076923 0.559211 0.161074 0.709302 0.205674 0.14966 0.096296 

Bolori 0.033708 0.077348 0.318435754 0.005495 0.934065934 0.264044944 0.59116022 0.027933 0.324176 0.697802 0.264045 0.04023 0 

Galtimari 0.075472 0.248677 0.0625 0.010811 0.141025641 0.037735849 0.14361702 0.054054 0.037838 0.087912 0.056604 0.873016 0 

Gwange 0.015625 0.048128 0.608465608 0.068783 0.010638298 0.005319149 0 0.026882 0.010582 0.104712 0.010638 0.015873 0.569892 

MAISANDARI 0.398844 0.150602 0.591715976 0.059524 0.542857143 0.048780488 0.05421687 0.633136 0.630952 0.680723 0.067073 0.228916 0.633136 

Shuari 0.214286 0.442623 0.465346535 0.226667 0.694444444 0.04 0.18367347 0.340909 0.131579 0.580952 0.297872 0.104167 0.292683 

Districts Seeds Remittances Savings Pension Cash transfer 
from 
family/friend 

Informal 
Credit 

Formal 
credit 

Labour Good 
health 

Higher 
education  

Total Z-Score Transformed Z-
Score 

Auno 0.164384 0.127517 0.253425 0.513889 0.633136 0.219178 0.4 0.654971 0.87027 0.034247 9.504552 1.4218 2.58455 

Bolori 0.274725 0.934066 0.617978 0.116022 0.005587 0.32967 0.011173 0.314917 0.061453 0.022099 6.266133 -0.13174 1.03101 

Galtimari 0 0.184211 0.2 0.893617 0.037037 0.313514 0.074074 0.717391 0.076923 0.016304 4.342333 -1.05463 0.10812 

Gwange 0.015873 0 0.632979 0.582888 0.596774 0.021164 0.564516 0.159574 0.042328 0.005319 4.116954 -1.16275 0 

MAISANDARI 0.055901 0.12963 0.140244 0.622754 0.35503 0.5 0.431953 0.246914 0.538462 0.147239 7.888602 0.64659 1.80934 

Shuari 0.043478 0.134328 0.516667 0.288889 0.72093 0.369231 0.222222 0.296875 0.438776 0.079365 7.125963 0.28074 1.44349 
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