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Key Messages
Á Food security has improved significantly in many of the areas worst-affected by the 2016/17 

drought, as a result of large-scale humanitarian assistance and improvements in seasonal 

performance. Most areas of the country are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2), though Crisis (IPC 

Phase 3) outcomes exist in some areas and among IDP populations. 

Á Between July and September, in the absence of continued humanitarian assistance, Crisis (IPC 

Phase 3) outcomes are likely in riverine livelihood zones and Pastoral in northern and central 

Somalia. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) is likely in GubanPastoral livelihood zone.

Á Food security is expected to improve between October and January, driven by seasonal 

improvements, and most areas will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2), though some populations 

throughout Somalia will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse. 

Á Below-averageGuproduction in July is likely in riverine areas where floods caused substantial 

crop losses, though above-average production is likely in rainfed areas. Overall the harvest in 

July is expected to be average. Flooding increased recession cultivation opportunities and the 

September off-season Guharvest is expected to be above average. 

Á There is an elevated likelihood of an El Niño event occurring in late 2018, driving above-

average rainfall during the October to December Deyrseason. Deyrrainfall is expected to 

support average production and normal livestock births and productivity in most areas, though 

flooding will likely cause crop losses in riverine and lowland areas. 
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CHIRPS Rainfall Anomaly 

March-April-May, 2018 

March Rainfall 2018Anomaly (mm) April Rainfall 2018 Anomaly (mm) May Rainfall 2018 Anomaly (mm)
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June RFE Estimates and eMODIS 

NDVI C6

Period Jun 21-30

RFE Cumulative Rainfall June 2018 (mm) NDVI C6 Anomaly June 3-Dekad 2018 
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WRSI and Grain Progress

Period May-June 2018 
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East Africa Regional



__________________________________________
FAMINE EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS NETWORK 6

Estimated Flood Damage

Á In riverine areas, floods damaged 
irrigation and infrastructure and 
destroyed an estimated 10,900 
hectares (ha) of farmland in Hiraan, 
10,000 ha in Middle Shabelle, 
11,000 ha in Middle Juba (Figure 
4), 8,100 ha in Jamamedistrict of 
Lower Juba, and some farms in 
Gedo.

Á Flash floods caused crop losses in 
agropastoral area in Wanlaweyn, 
Baidoa,  Qansax-dheere, and 
Afmadow. In Bay, a high-production 
region for sorghum, flashfloods 
destroyed an estimated 12,800 ha 
of cropped land.

Á Significant recessional cultivation is 
ongoing improving agriculture labor 
income for poor households.   

Flooded Maize Farm in Tatety
Village, Buale, Middle Juba
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Cyclone Sagar Damage

Á In May, Cyclone Sagarhit the northwestern 
coast of Somalia, and GubanPastoral 
livelihood zone received between 85 and 
130 mm of rainfall, equivalent to the 
amount of rainfall typically received in a 
full year. Subsequent flashfloods caused 
fatalities, destroyed cash crop farms near 
seasonal rivers, damaged infrastructure, 
and killed many livestock

Á Based on an assessment conducted in late 
May by FSNAU and FEWS NET, it is 
estimated that poor households now have 
1-2 camels and roughly 9 sh/goats. 
Livestock herd sizes are significantly below 
the baseline levels of 1-3 camels and 35-
45 sh/goats. 

Á Cyclone Sagaralso displaced an 
estimated 26,850 people, increasing the 
total number of displaced persons in 
GubanPastoral livelihood zone to about 
125,500 people, according to UNHCR. 
Among those displaced are many destitute 
pastoralists residing in main towns and 
villages within this livelihood zone.

Goats killed by Cyclone Sagarin Gargaara
village of Lughaya, Awdal, GubanPastoral 

livelihood zone, May 2018
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Current (June) Food Security 

Outcome 
Á Food security has improved

significantlyin manyof theareas
worst-affected by the 2016/ 17
drought, as a result of large-
scale humanitarian assistance
and improvementsin seasonal
performance. Most areas of the
country are currently Stressed
(IPCPhase2), thoughCrisis(IPC
Phase3) outcomesexist in some
areas and among IDP
populations.

Á Juba and Shabelle Rivers
Flooding temporarily displaced
over 359,000 people, the
majority of whom were from
Hiraan.

Current food security outcomes
(June 2018) 
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NMME Rainfall Scenarios : 
Seasonally Precipitation Probabilities based on May, as Initial conditions..

ÁThe Karan season (July to 

September) is expected to be 

average in northwestern 

Somalia. 

ÁThe July to September 2018 

Xagaa rains in coastal 

regions of southern Somalia 

are forecast to be average. 

ÁCumulative rainfall during the 

Deyr/short rains in 

southeastern Ethiopia, 

southern Somalia, and 

eastern Kenya is expected to 

be above average between 

October and December 2018.

NMME Rainfall Probability Forecast

June ïSeptember, 2018

North 

American 

Multi-

Model 

Ensemble
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Local Cereal Price
Å Staple cereal supply is expected to decline at least 

through August and largely below averages and 

2017. However, between September and 

November prices will likely increase seasonally 

after the Gu crop harvested supply declines in 

markets then prices will decline in December in 

expectation of Deyr season harvest in January 

2019. 

Å Below average cross border cereal imports from 

Godei-Ethiopia is likely due to flood destruction in 

May but will still keep prices of white sorghum to 

decline and remain below average in Beletweyn 

market. 

Jowhar White Maize Prices and Projections 
Beletweyn White Sorgum Prices and Projections 
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Local Goat Price & 

Projections

Livestock prices are expected to 

continue increasing between now 

and September in most markets 

due to improved Livestock 

conditions, increase of demand for 

Haj restocking in all livelihoods and 

likely remain above averages

Galkacyo Goat Prices and Projections 

Burao Goat Prices and Projections Garowe Goat Prices and Projections 
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Projected Food Security 

Outcome (June to September) 
Á July/AugustGuproductionisexpectedto be average,consisting

of above-average sorghumproduction and slightly below-

average maize production. Production in riverine areas,

primarilymaize,isexpectedto be well belowaverage;

Á In pastoral areas in northernand central Somalia, low milk

production for sales and consumptionand limited saleable

animals,reducedsignificantlyfood purchases,Crisis(IPCPhase

3) outcomesare likely. Emergency(IPCPhase4) is likely in

GubanPastorallivelihoodzone.

Á BetweenJuly and September,in the absenceof continued

humanitarian assistance and extended lean season to

September,Crisis(IPCPhase3) outcomesare likely in riverine

livelihoodzones

Á Innorthernagropastoralareas,below-averageGu/Karanmaize

productionis likely in July/August,though average sorghum

productionisexpectedinOctober/November.

Projected food security outcomes
(June to September 2018) 

None Stressed Crisis Emergency
Total (rural) 2,485,788 1,798,069 758,579 92,261 
Total (urban) 3,097,833 1,156,000 285,000 6,000 
Total (IDP) 565,000 978,000 934,000 171,000 
GRAND TOTAL 6,148,621 3,932,069 1,977,579 269,261 

Estimated Population IPC Phase Classification (Jun-Sep)


