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TRANSFORMING THE QUALITY 
OF LIFE IN THE WEST COAST
In January, IOM, with funding from 
the Yemen Humanitarian Fund 
(YHF), completed six water projects 
across Al Khukhah District of 
Hodeidah Governorate, providing 
improved access to safe drinking 
water for over 5,300 households, 
or about 25,800 individuals. This 
includes more than 2,100 host 
community households and 3,200 
internally displaced families. The 
projects rehabilitated existing 
boreholes and installed solar-
operated pumps to bring water from 
boreholes and wells to elevated 
water tanks. The elevated water 
tanks distribute clean water to water 
points in the sites.

The Red Sea Coast is characterized 
by a lack of access to fresh drinking 
water. Much of the water is 
salty and highly alkaline. The 
challenge is exacerbated by the 
influx of displaced populations 
into urban and neighboring 
areas, as water demand is beyond 
service capacity. The lack of access 
forces many to depend on private 
water trucking services or use 

unprotected and unsafe water 
sources, which increases the risk of 
waterborne diseases. According to 
community members, water is often 
contaminated, leading to frequent 
cases of stomachache and diarrhea.

People in informal displacement 
sites are the worst affected, with 
women and girls, especially female-
headed households, people with 
disabilities and the elderly the 
most vulnerable to protection 
risks. Women and girls in the host 
community must walk more than 
two hours twice a day to collect 
drinking water. The journey can 
be unsafe, leaving them facing 
increased risks, including forms 
of gender-based violence (GBV), 
on the way to or at crowded water 
points.

Thousands of people rely on the 
few water points in Al Khukhah 
District, leading to frequent 
breakdowns and disagreements 
between community members. 
Moreover, the sheer number of 
hours required to fetch water 
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affects children’s educational opportunities. 
Many children have been forced to drop out 
of school, carrying plastic water containers 
on their heads to and from the water points 
twice daily. Meanwhile, adults sacrifice time in 
line that could otherwise be spent supporting 
their livelihoods. Given these challenges, many 
residents migrated to the outskirts of cities, 
further affecting the local economy and the social 
fabric of the communities. 

On 2 February, IOM and YHF held an 
inauguration ceremony for the activities. 
Women reported that the installation of these 
water points will alleviate their daily struggles 
and improve access to safe water.

According to the local authorities, the water 
projects will positively impact the lives of both 
the displaced people and the host community 
by easing the burden required to access clean 

and safe water. Access to water gives people 
back their time, allowing them to invest in 
their communities and families. Many children, 
especially girls, will be able to return to school 
and continue their education. The project also 
unlocks the potential of the communities to 
engage in agriculture and other livelihoods 
activities.

Authorities expressed appreciation for the IOM′s 
work achieved through the YHF and requested 
more support for underfunded sectors, including 
health and education. The water committee 
members pledged to take ownership of the 
projects and keep the water flowing as a reliable 
and clean source of clean water. 

Communities have a right to access sufficient 
and safe water. Water can only unlock human 
potential when it is safe, clean and reliable. 

Inauguration of an elevated concrete water tank with a capacity to supply water to nearby villages and IDP settlements of over 1,366 HHs. 
Photo credit: IOM
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SITUATION UPDATE: NEW DISPLACEMENTS 
ALONG FRONTLINES
The escalation in hostilities, mainly in Lahj, 
Abyan and Marib governorates, in January 
resulted in further displacement of families.

The six-month UN-brokered truce which held 
between 2 April and 2 October 2022 saw a 
decrease in civilian casualties and subsequent 
displacement. No airstrikes or major military 
operations took place, although frontline areas 
continued to witness low-level clashes. However, 
since then, displacement figures have started to 
increase following a resurgence of conflict.

During the last quarter of 2022, increasing 
clashes along the frontlines in parts of Marib, 
Ta’iz, Al-Jawf, and Shabwa governorates 
resulted in the displacement of some 560 
families into Marib Governorate. In January 
2023, displacement continued with over 230 
additional families moving to Marib from nearby 
governorates including Al-Bayda, Al Hodeidah, 
Shabwa, and Al-Jawf, according to Rapid 
Response Mechanism (RRM) partners. 

In November and December 2022, an escalation 
in clashes along the frontline in Lahj and 
Ta’iz governorates forced an estimated 400 
households to flee for safety into and within Al 
Qubaytah District in Lahj Governorate. This 
follows relative calm at the frontline throughout 
2021 and 2022, seeing minimum monthly 

displacement. Most of the displaced families 
are from border districts in Ta’iz Governorate, 
while some are from within nearby villages in Al 
Qubaytah District in Lahj. In January, a second 
wave of displacement occurred due to conflict at 
the frontline, displacing roughly 330 families, the 
majority from Ta’iz, into or within Al Qubaytah 
District.

In Abyan Governorate in late January, clashes 
between tribes and military forces led to the 
displacement of more than 100 families in 
Mudiyah District, according to initial partner 
reports. Most households were displaced to 
villages within the same district and a few were 
displaced into adjacent Shabwah Governorate.

Most internally displaced people report food, 
non-food items (NFI), and health care services 
as their priority humanitarian needs. In Al 
Qubaytah, internally displaced people also 
request rental subsidies, as they are staying in 
host communities.

Humanitarian partners are currently responding 
by providing urgent life-saving assistance. 
Following the first wave of displacement in Al 
Qubaytah in November 2022, RRM partners 
provided kits and cash assistance to the displaced 
households. Partners are providing RRM kits to 
the recently displaced families in January.

HARD-TO-REACH AREAS CONTINUE TO 
NEED CRITICAL ASSISTANCE
In early January, an inter-agency mission was 
conducted to Al Bayda and Marib governorates 
to establish humanitarian needs, priorities and 
to find solutions to the operational challenges 
in these governorates. The mission included 
OCHA, UNICEF, UNHCR, UNFPA and 
UNDSS, who met local partners and authorities, 
visited some partner projects, and met with 
affected people who received humanitarian 
assistance.

Active frontlines and insecurity, landmine 
risks, lack of infrastructure, and bureaucratic 
requirements make most of Al Bayda and Marib′s 
districts hard-to-access, creating challenges with 
delivering lifesaving humanitarian assistance.

Given its location, Al Bayda has received an 
influx of internally displaced persons from 
adjacent governorates since the beginning of 
the conflict in 2015. In Al Bayda Governorate, 
there are almost 73,000 displaced people residing 



4 in 20 districts, including nearly 1,800 displaced 
families in 37 sites1. Thousands of others are 
being accommodated by local communities, 
particularly in Rada’a and Al Bayda cities.
Partners provide health, protection, shelter, 
CCCM, and RRM services to communities in 
the governorate. 

Critical infrastructure including Al Bayda’s water 
and sanitation systems, health facilities, schools 
and roads, are in a dilapidated state and require 
rehabilitation and improvement, particularly in 
districts that were previously on the frontlines. 
Protection assistance, including mine action, 
is also needed to enhance humanitarian access 
and the movement of civilian communities. 
Aid partners have raised the need for expanded 
humanitarian presence in the governorate.

Water shortages are among the most pressing 
issues in Al Bayda and the surrounding areas. 
Lack of rain causes some wells to dry up, 
threatening the availability of arable land and 
access to clean, drinkable water and affecting 
both communities and farmland. Once the wells 
are dry up, the only means to access water is via 
expensive water-trucking which costs around 
Yemeni Riyals (YER) 45,000 for non-drinking 
water and YER 70,000 for potable water. Many 
vulnerable families are forced to fetch water 
from unsafe water sources. Moreover, although 
there are dams in Bani Wahb community, 
communities report there is no water system to 
transport water to the surrounding settlements.

In Rada′a District, the team visited a water, 
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sanitation and hygiene (WASH) project where 
UNICEF is rehabilitating wells that provide 
water to around 125,000 people in the district 
and parts of Wald Rabee and Arsh districts. 
While the rehabilitation has been a success, fuel 
shortages have severely affected the capacity to 
pump enough water to meet the needs of Rada’a 
communities and water supply has been severely 
erratic. Three sites hosting 2,226 internally 
displaced people are also affected by the lack of 
water due to the fuel crisis.  

In 2023, an estimated 15.3 million people will 
need humanitarian WASH assistance and 
services across Yemen. Throughout the country, 
WASH systems have suffered from damage and 
underdevelopment. The deteriorating socio-
economic situation makes meeting basic WASH 
needs increasingly challenging for vulnerable 
communities and households, while new 
displacements to urban areas have overstretched 
the existing WASH service capacity.

In 2023, WASH partners plan to provide 
both survival and resilient WASH support to 
9.85 million people in Yemen. This includes 
water trucking, construction of emergency 
latrines, distribution of hygiene kits, hygiene 
promotion, cleaning campaign and capacity 
building for WASH committees on operation 
and maintenance of WASH facilities. For 
communities like those in Ra’da District, this 
also includes support to sustain existing WASH 
services with fuel support and maintenance. 

EXPANDING ACCESS TO REACH MORE 
PEOPLE IN NEED
Aid agencies in Yemen continue to engage and 
step-up efforts to expand humanitarian access to 
people in need, especially those in hard-to-reach 
locations. 

During the inter-agency mission in early January 
to Al Bayda and Marib governorates, OCHA led 
the mission to hard-to-reach Al Jubah District 

in Marib Governorate. This was the first 
inter-agency mission to the District, which is 
approximately 20 kilometers from the frontline. 
Communities in Al Jubah face significant needs 
and protection risks, including landmines, 
which have a significant impact on residents, in 
addition to a loss of livestock. 
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The team also visited the 26th of September 
Hospital which provides referral services 
in Marib, receiving cases from the five sub-
districts of Al Jubah and adjacent districts like as 
Mahiliyyah and Rahabah. Since Al Jubah became 
a frontline district in mid-2021, the hospital 
receives four to six injured patients per day due 
to mines. 

Due to a lack of funding, services have been 
reduced while the remaining medical staff have 
not received their salaries in the last six months. 
The reduction in services has the potential 
to affect health outcomes of the communities 
that rely on the hospital. For example, a lack of 
sufficient reproductive health staff and services 
may force pregnant women to travel to Al Bayda 
City or Rada’a in Al Bayda Governorate to access 
necessary medical services. This places women 
and children at increased risk, as lack of access 
to reproductive maternal and new-born health 
services is a key driver of the high maternal and 
infant mortality rates in Yemen. 

Fuel shortages also contribute to reduced 
services. The hospital is in desperate need of a 
solar system to power its activities throughout 
the day, and hospital management flagged 
the need to continue supporting victims of 
landmines, in particular.

Aid agencies are now working to increase 
partner presence in Al Bayda Governorate as 
part of scaling up life-saving activities, including 
health care services. 

Another inter-cluster mission was conducted 
to hard-to-access districts of Washhah and 
Kushar in Hajjah Governorate in late January. It 
was made up of representatives of the WASH, 
Health, Education, and Nutrition clusters as well 
as UNICEF emergency and UNDSS staff.  Hajjah 
Governorate faces high humanitarian needs in 
the logistically hard-to-reach districts. Harsh 
road conditions limit humanitarian access. Flash 
floods between August and September 2022 
destroyed roads and bridges in the rural areas of 
the governorate, including those of mountainous 
terrain. Public water networks were also affected 
by flooding, including those rehabilitated by 
humanitarian partners.

Washhah and Kushar districts are both facing 
severe water shortage, limited health facilities 
and food insecurity. Needs are increasing due to 
the influx of internally displaced people in the 
past years, adding additional strain to services 
in host communities. The internally displaced 
people at displacement sites require all forms of 
humanitarian assistance, particularly WASH, 
food, health, and education services.

Currently, there are three YHF-funded projects 
in Washha and Kushar, focused on food security, 
WASH, and shelter needs. The joint mission 
seeks to contribute to future accessibility to both 
remote districts, setting a precedent for future 
expansion of programming and monitoring 
missions. 

OCHA-led mission to hard-to-reach areas in Hajjah Governorate, 
January 2023.
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IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL SPACES TO 
SUPPORT LONG-TERM LEARNING 

The 240 young students of Al-Faqeed School 
were in dire need of a proper classroom. 

Located in the Hawra sub-district of Sam’i 
District in Ta’iz Governorate, the school’s seven 
primary-school classrooms and kindergarten 
lacked any furniture. Students were forced to sit 
on the floor—on a piece of cloth the staff placed 
down—throughout the day. The lack of proper 
facilities affected students’ comfort, health and 
learning abilities.

The education system is on the verge of collapse 
across Yemen, affecting school-aged boys and 
girls. Access to education has been limited by 
years of conflict, economic decline, and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Irregular payment of 
teachers’ salaries continues to hinder structured 
learning. The majority of teachers in 15 
governorates have received minimal allowances 
since 2016, representing 61 per cent of the 
teaching staff. For those who are paid, the 
salaries are minimal and delayed, disincentivizing 
teachers to regularly report to schools and 
prompting teachers to seek alternative 
livelihoods to supplement their income.

On this year’s International Day of Education, 
24 January, we are reminded that education is a 
life-saving intervention. And yet, heading into 
2023, more than 8.6 million school-aged children 
across Yemen are estimated to be in need of 
educational assistance. This includes 5.9 million 
children enrolled in formal education who lack 
quality education. The most vulnerable are the 
1.5 million internally displaced school-aged 
children, 870,495 girls and boys with a disability, 
and 2.7 million out-of-school children. 

Funded under a Quick Impact Project (QIP), 
between September and October 2022, UNHCR 
and Deem for Development Organization 
rehabilitated the classrooms at Al-Faqeed School. 
The classrooms, now filled with colorful chairs, 
benches, and tables, provide a comfortable 
learning space for them. The space also helps 
foster social cohesion among the 172 displaced 
and host community households, or 1,220 
people, living in the five villages in the area.

DEEM/Aiman Al Dahmashiy
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For further information, please contact:

Sajjad Mohammad Sajid
Head of Office, OCHA Yemen
E-mail: sajid@un.org

Abdulfattah Al Maqrami
E-mail: abdulfattah.al-maqrami@un.org

OCHA information products are available at: 
www.unocha.org/yemen
www.unocha.org
www.reliefweb.Int

Along with much-needed furniture, the QIP 
repainted the classrooms, fixed windows and 
handles, installed a drainage network, and 
provided the school with educational materials, 
including white boards, erasers, markers, and 
games. 

Both displaced households and the host 
community in Hawra sub-district see the 
happiness on their children′s faces. Education 
for sustainable development is recognized as an 
integral element of Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) number four, Quality Education, 
and a key enabler of all other SDGs. Education 
provides a return to familiar routines and instills 
hope for the future, mitigating the psychosocial 
impact of violence and displacement. Quality 
education provided during conflict can also 
counter the underlying causes of violence, 
and foster inclusion, tolerance, human rights 
awareness, and conflict resolution – supporting 
the long-term processes of rebuilding and peace-
building.
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