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Introduction (Near East and North Africa Region)

• FAO Policy Brief to assess the potential impact of COVID-19 on:

• Agriculture

• Food Security

Proposes Measures to mitigate the impact on FSN on vulnerable people

• Measures taken by governments to reduce the spread of the disease

• Economic life brought to a halt with losses of revenues and jobs (SMEs)



Main impacts on Food and Agriculture markets

• Localized disruptions to the food supply chains due to logistical issues pose 
challenges in some markets

• Food supplies and reserves are currently satisfactory in most countries in the 
NENA region, but worries remain for countries affected by conflict and instability 
(food availability acceptable at global level)

• NENA countries remain vulnerable to the multiple risks triggered by COVID-19 
and may induce impacts on production, availability and access to food

• More vulnerable people into food insecurity especially if the lifeline of food 
assistance is cut or disrupted (countries affected by crisis/instability)
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• CEREAL MARKETS:

• Expected to remain balanced and 
supplied (exports meet demand)

• 2 700 m Tons in 2019/2020

• Challenges posed on localized 
disruptions (logistics)/food supply 
chains

• Cereal stock-to-use ratio comfortable
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• Decreased for most of commodities

• Driven by COVID-19 pandemic 
demand contractions and 
favourable production prospects

• Food prices remained stable or even 
declined
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Supply-side shocks

• Inputs: A disruption in the supply chain:
• May affect: agricultural inputs and spare parts for machinery for factories

• If lockdown persists and extended: production growth slowed down in the medium term

• Labour: shortages of seasonal workers

• Agricultural exports: Food systems are also exposed to disruptions in world trade 
and international food supply chains.
• Fluctuating demand from trading partners and disruptions to logistics may hurt countries 

that export high-value perishable products

• Dependency on highly perishable exports exacerbates exposure to disruptions in supply 
chains due to logistical problems (Lebanon food exports >20% of total merchandise export)



Demand-side shocks

• A possible income shock may result not only in lower calories intake and 
deterioration of diet quality (shift from nutritious expensive food and might 
suffer malnutrition)

• The main trigger for a contraction in demand would be a protracted slowdown in 
overall economic growth, which would lower the purchasing power of consumers

• Impact on smallholder producers: access to markets, credit and labour is yet to 
be assessed

• A prolonged disruption in the global and local supply chains could have 
considerable impacts on availability and access to food
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• Food systems are required to deliver 
food security and nutrition safely

• Food itself is highly unlikely to be a 
transmission route for the virus as 
coronaviruses cannot multiply in food

• Dairy, meat and fish do not inherently 
carry a risk of transmission –safe to eat 
when prepared following good hygiene 
and food safety practices

FOOD SAFETY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

• value chain actors following 
standard food safety and 
hygiene practices designed to 
reduce the risk of food-borne 
illness are unlikely to 
contaminate food or surfaces

• Food value chains need to keep 
operating

• Raise awareness (small-scale 
agri-businesses) 



FAO Recommendations

NENA governments might consider



1-Reform trade and tax 
policies to facilitate trade 

flows and monitor food prices

2- Ensure Institutional
coordination with all actors 
to keep food value chains 

functional

• Information on stocks and prices (Agriculture
Market Information System)

• Monitor prices on basic foods on local markets
• Reduction of taxes to help stabilize food

markets

• farming cooperatives, producers’
associations, traders, transporters,
processors/small and medium enterprise
associations

• public and private sectors cooperation and
greater inclusion of civil society in decision-
making

• Keep local food supply functional/bottlenecks

Responding to the challenge: six areas for action



3-Protect those who have 
lost their jobs and 
vulnerable groups, 
including farmers

• Difficulty to vulnerable population (weak
purchase power) to cope

• Poor highly affected (serious risk of
malnutrition)

• Measures: food banks, scale-up cash transfers,
expand social protection programmes,
strengthened the monitoring of retail prices
and food quality and safety

• Avoid: health and food security crises

Responding to the challenge: six areas for action



4-Support smallholder 
producers and rural youth and 

promote innovation and 
digitalization

5- Promote healthy diets during 
and after the pandemic

• Digital agriculture (targeting and training)

• New advisory services

• Promote and scale up block chain in support of
more efficient and inclusive contract farming

• Higher risks of eating unhealthy diets

• Raise awareness of balanced-nutritious food
(fruits, vegetables, proteins…)

• Special attention to pregnant, lactating
women and children and to the elderly

Responding to the challenge: six areas for action



6-Support regional 
collective action to 

protect people affected by 
crises in the region

• People in need, including displaced more likely
to have underlying conditions that increase
their vulnerabilities

• regional collective action and solidarity are
needed

• Interventions need to be carefully adapted to
the health, humanitarian and institutional
contexts of each country, and actively involve
local communities

Responding to the challenge: six areas for action


