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Since 2011, Libya has been affected by political, security and economic volatility. 
An escalation in conflict and insecurity since September 2018 remained largely 
localised and small-scale, until 04 April 2019 when the Libyan National Army 
(LNA) launched an offensive to seize control of Tripoli, triggering a mobilization 
of counterforces operating under the command of the Government of National 
Accord (GNA). The launch of the military offensive came days before the 
planned date of the National Conference and followed months of armed 
confrontation between LNA and GNA-aligned forces over control of strategic 
locations in the south of the country. The conflict has become protracted, 
focused mostly in southern parts of Tripoli. However, fighting, particularly in the 
last few months of 2019, has increasingly moved into populated areas, causing 
further civilian casualties and displacement. 

The security situation across many parts of the country remains unpredictable. 
Fighting has broadened beyond the major Tripoli front lines and driven division 
and localized conflict in other locations, including in Murzuq and other parts of 
southern Libya. Armed groups and militias, including those nominally integrated 
into State institutions, appear to operate with impunity and concerns have been 
raised over potential violations of international humanitarian law by some of 
these actors. Allegations have included extrajudicial executions, indiscriminate 
attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure, arbitrary detention and 

restrictions on freedom of movement. The enhancement of parties’ military 
capabilities as a result of external support has further heightened risks to civilians 
as well as humanitarian actors and added to the complexity of the operating 
environment. 

From 28 May till 6 June, a wave of heavy rainfall and thunderstorm  hit the south 
western region of Ghat, causing flooding and damage in several locations of the 
region. The floods affected over 20,000 people with  over 5,075 people displaced.

The situation in the south of the country remains volatile. The security vacuum, 
particularly since the withdrawal of many of the LNA’s troops to focus on the Tripoli 
offensive, has contributed to the emboldening of criminal gangs, smuggling of illicit 
goods, human trafficking, and clashes between tribal militias, leading to the 
degradation of living conditions. Inter-communal hostilities escalated into violent 
clashes in Murzuq in August 2019, resulting in more than 90 civilian deaths, more 
than 200 people injured, and 28,000 people displaced. 

While the security situation in the eastern region has remained relatively calm, 
sporadic clashes continue to occur and there are regular reports of kidnappings, 
forced disappearances and assassinations. An attack on 10 August outside a 
shopping mall in the eastern city of Benghazi left three UN staff members dead 
and two others injured, in addition to several further Libyan civilian casualties. 

OVERVIEW 
of the Crisis

TIMELINE 
of events

04 April
Conflict erupted  
between GNA and LNA 
forces south of Tripoli 

early August
Communal clashes erupt in 
the southern city of Murzuq,  
displacing more than 28,000 
people into neighbouring 
towns

28 May - 06 June
Heavy rains caused flooding and 
damage in several locations in the 
southern region of Ghat, affecting 
more than 20,000 peiple 

HCT endorses the Food Security 
Sector policy paper on 
Provision of Food Assistance 
in Detention Centres

On 11 April, 4 UN agencies (IOM, UNFPA, UNICEF and WFP) 
launched the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM), delivered as 

one a minimum integrated package of assistance to the affected 
displaced populations inside and in the outskirts of Tripoli

mid December
LNA launches an offensive 
on Tripoli

The Humanitarian 
community prepares 
contingency plans for 
large displacements

The Humanitarian community provides 
emergency life-saving assistance to detained 

migraints on the frontlines of the clashes

RRM expanded to reach the 
newly displaced beyond the 
Tripoli area, including Benghazi, 
Brak, Wadi Etba and Taraghin.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 2020

IOM and WFP launch a 
pilot project to provide 
Ready-to-Eat food to 
migrants outside 
detention centres

IOM and WFP released a joint publication of “Hunger, 
Displacement and Migration”  – a joint innovative approach 
to assessing needs of migrants in Libya
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For further details on the timeline for the different activities, please refer to the next page
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https://fscluster.org/libya/document/policy-paper-provision-direct-food
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000110392/download/


WFP, through the RRM, started providing food assistance 
packages to Libyan households displaced due to the conflict

Food Security Sector partners provide emergency life-saving food 
assistance to detained migraints on the frontlines of the clashes

Distribution of food packages to trainees who graduated 
form the Food Assistance for Training courses
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289,057
unique beneficiaries 
receiving food and 
livelihood assistance 
in 2019
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