
Highlights 

 Maize grain availability on formal markets continues to decline with an average of 23% of the markets reporting 

availability during the month of October 2019.  

 Household reported increasing challenges in accessing adequate food and 86 percent are resorting to consumption

-based coping strategies.  

 Generally, the prices of basic food items have increased by an average of 35% during the month of October 2019. 

 Nutritional outcomes are expected to deteriorate as households continue to adopt negative coping strategies 

affecting dietary diversity 
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Progression of the 2019/20 Agricultural Season 
The seasonal outlook issued in September 

2019 shows a high likelihood of the country 

receiving normal to above normal rainfall in 

November to December and normal to below 

normal rainfall from January to March 2020. 

WFP has been working with the Agritex De-

partment to increase access to climate infor-

mation by the most vulnerable communities 

allowing for early preparedness for the season 

with the appropriate seeds and technology in 

line with the outlook (Figure 1). Agritex is 

working with farmers in promoting the grow-

ing of small grains which are more drought 

tolerant and also the use of conservation agri-

cultural techniques. The communities report-

ed that local extension workers (85%) was their main source of information related climate and rainfall. Other methods that were re-

ported included national radio (46%) which has a good coverage in the rural areas, traditional leadership (36%) who are also the custo-

dians of local indigenous knowledge were also reported sharing such knowledge preparing communities for the upcoming season. Oth-

er sources reported include schools (30%), local radio stations (18%), churches (16%), national Television (10%) and newspapers (5%). 

About 54% of households also reported using indigenous climate knowledge more to make their decisions. 

Communities were asked how they apply the information received in preparation for the coming cropping season and 95% reported 

following advice from their local extension workers. The small holder farmers were also making decisions based the local leadership 

advice (36%), rain makers advice (20%) and other experts’ advice (15%). 

Food Security Outlook 
According to ZimVAC 2019, about 50% 

of the rural population or 4.7 million 

people were estimated to be cereal 

insecure for the period October to De-

cember 2019 of which 3.5 million were 

projected to be in IPC phase 3 and 4. 

During the monthly focused group dis-

cussions held with communities, access 

to adequate food was increasingly be-

coming a challenge and the proportion 

of households adopting more than one 

consumption coping strategy was also 

increasing. Most households were con-

tinuously relying on markets as stocks 

from own production have been depleted. Households purchasing power was degraded by the increasing costs of goods and services 

due to currency depreciation and lack of liquidity.    

Figure 1:  Sources of Information for climate and rainfall information 

Source: WFP Food Security Monitoring October 2019 

Source: WFP Food Security Monitoring October 2019 

Figure 2:  Consumption Coping Strategies resorted to by households 



Market Performance 
Cereal availability and pricing 

Maize grain was reported available in 23% of the markets monitored compared to the 60% reported in September 2019. This situation is 

usually typical after poor crop performance like in 2018/19. In the current reporting period the price of basic food commodities was higher 

compared to the last reporting period. Maize grain was reported selling at an average price of ZWL$2.66/kg for bond notes and 

ZWL$2.94/kg for mobile money payments which is 11% higher than the cash price (Figure 3). The current average maize grain price is 39% 

higher compared to ZWL$1.91/kg reported in September 2019 for bond notes. Highest maize grain prices for bond notes were recorded in 

Bulawayo Urban at an average of ZWL$4.00/kg followed by Kariba at an average price of ZWL$3.59/kg. Meanwhile lowest prices were 

recorded in Hurungwe and Zvimba at an average of ZWL1.51/kg and 

ZWL1.56/kg respectively. Traders were reporting charging in forex as 

reported in 10 out of the 27 districts, selling at an average of 

US$0.27/kg. Maize meal was reported available in in 88% of the mar-

kets (compared to 77% percent in September) retailing at an average 

price of ZWL4.91/ kg for bond notes and ZWL5.15/kg for mobile money 

payments (Figure 4). Maize meal is the best alternative to grain when 

there is poor availability of maize grain. 

Figure 3: Maize Grain prices trends 

Reduction in the number of meals consumed was reported to be the main strategy adopted by households to manage shortages of food 

or money to buy the food by 85% of the communities (Figure 2). The continued rising  prices of food commodities as well as the use of 

negative consumption strategies reducing their dietary diversity has implications on the nutritional status of the vulnerable households. 

The situation is further worsened by the increasing food expenditure share, as households prioritise food over other crucial needs such as 

health, education which increase the potential of declining nutritional outcomes.  

Source: WFP Price Monitoring 

Pulses availability and pricing 

Sugar beans was reported available 

in 37% of the surveyed markets 

which is a deterioration compared 

to the 67% reported in September 

2019. Sugar beans are the most 

popular pulses among the rural pop-

ulations compared to other sources 

of protein selling at an average price 

of ZWL28.14/kg, which is 58% high-

er compared to September with an 

average of ZWL17.79/kg for bond 

notes (Figure 5). Mobile money pay-

ments were charged at an average 

of ZWL30.16/kg which is 7% higher than bond notes prices.  

Figure 5: Sugar Beans Grain prices trends 

Source: WFP Harmonised Price Monitoring 

Source: WFP Price Monitoring 

Figure 4: Maize Meal prices trends 



Vegetable oil and other food commodities availability and pricing 

Generally, while the exchange rate for the ZWL has 

been stable in the month of October, the prices of 

cooking oil and other basic food items have increased 

by at least 35% in the current reporting period, worsen-

ing. Vegetable oil was available in more than 90% of the 

markets selling at an average price of ZWL$22.75/L for 

bond notes and ZWL$25.10/L for mobile money pay-

ments. The current bond notes payments are 35% high-

er compared to the ZWL16.79/L reported in September 

2019 (Figure 6). Traders continue to charge a premium 

for mobile money payments and currently mobile mon-

ey payments are 10% higher than bond notes.  

Figure 6: Cooking Oil Price Trend    Source: WFP Price Monitoring 

Economic outlook 

The depreciation of the local currency 

(RTGS or ZWL) against the USD continues 

to impact rural and urban livelihoods and 

eroding household purchasing power. 

The value of the Zimbabwean local cur-

rency has been stable during the month 

of October devaluing by 2.5% from 

ZWL15.29: 1US$ at the beginning of the 

month to the current ZWL15.67: 1USD on 

the official interbank market (RBZ). In 

September 2019 the Zimbabwean dollar 

depreciated by 40% (Figure 7). In late-

October, The GoZ announced the inten-

tion to introduce new currency in the 

month of November 2019 to ease liquidity. Initially the RBZ will introduce $2 coins and $5 notes, operating alongside the current bond 

notes and coins at an exchange rate of 1:1 (RBZ). Potential market impacts of the new currency are currently not well understood as the 

market will need time to adjust. (FEWSNET).   

Figure 67 Exchange Rate Movements (ZWL/ 1US$) 

Source: RBZ 

Recommendations 

• Food prices continue to increase in the ZWL terms, impacting the ability of vulnerable households to meet their daily need, there is 

therefore need for increased markets monitoring on prices and availability of the basic commodities. 

• Seasonal livelihood strategies continue to deteriorate mainly as a result of poor 2018/19 harvests, worsening economic challenges, 

and adoption of detrimental consumption coping strategies buy the vulnerable households calls for an intensification of food secu-

rity monitoring by WFP and it’s partners to provide timely assistance 


