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 Food Insecurity: FSLC analysis in February highlighted that food insecurity remained a concern in GCA
(with 220,000 severely and moderately food insecure) and in NGCA (with 401,000 food insecure). However,
new preliminary findings of the joint Food Security Assessment (FSA) just completed in Donbas by eight
FSLC partners indicate a significant deterioration on NGCA side where the number has increased from
401,000 to around 800,000 food insecure people of which around 150,000 are severely food insecure. The
highest levels are seen in Donetsk NGCA, which in part could be attributed to the blockade and subsequent
knock-on effects (e.g. loss of income) and not least the sharp reduction in food assistance after February
2017. In GCA, the level of food insecure has also increased. (see page 2).

 Food prices are at a record high and as winter approaches, prices are expected to see even sharper
increases. Particularly in NGCA where, following the blockade and ‘nationalisation’ leading to reduced
incomes, fuel shortages, power cuts etc., the situation for vulnerable groups is expected to worsen, as
already confirmed by preliminary FSA findings. In May 2017, the value the full food basket in NGCA reached
its the highest level (at 1066 UAH per person per month) since the beginning of the conflict.

 Agriculture: The need for agricultural assistance remains particularly high along the ‘contact line’ with
less than 1% of households supported by Cluster partners (SEINA 2017). With the economic slow-down,
closure of industries leading to unemployment, reduced incomes and increased vulnerability, households
are increasingly relying on backyard farming to maintain their food security. Lack of adequate agricultural
support could impact food security levels in coming months going into winter.

 Income generation and Livelihoods Needs: Recent preliminary findings from cluster analysis on GCA data
highlights the serious impact of conflict on the socio-economic situation with the level of poverty by actual
cost of living seeing an increase from 20% in 2013 to 74% in 2015 in Luhansk GCA and from 22% to 66% in
Donetsk GCA [FSLC/UCSR 2017]. This underscores the continued and growing need for humanitarian early
recovery income generation and livelihoods support to help sustain the ability of conflict affected people to
cover their basic needs.

NGCA ACCESS: A lack of humanitarian access and
control mechanisms ensuring appropriate targeting
and monitoring is increasingly likely to prevent
cluster partners from ensuring that vulnerable
groups are targeted and reached with assistance.

FSLC meetings in 
the field and 
Kyiv in the first 
six months 
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FSLC remains concerned about the worsening food security and socio-economic situation in Donbas as a
result of conflict. Underfunding and unmet humanitarian food security and livelihoods needs continue to
put at risk the most vulnerable food insecure groups, such as elderly, people with health problems and
female single-headed households with children.

600,000 People in Need of food 
security interventions     

160,000*          Targeted

CURRENT FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOOD NEEDS:

CHALLENGES:
FUNDING: Severe funding restrictions is hampering the
ability of cluster partners to respond sufficiently to needs
with some partners having to significantly reduce project
targets or cancel unfunded seasonal agricultural
activities linked to the spring/summer cropping calendar.

 Information Management Officer: info.ukraine@fscluster.org 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1

500,000 People in Need of 
livelihood assistance

Ensure immediate access to food for the most 
vulnerable groups affected by the conflict:

NGCA

GCA

Percentage of people reached against targets 
by 6 HRP partner

578,000 Reached
by non HRP partners

1 1 % 8 9 %

Percentage of people reached by 5 non HRP     
partners 

17,180            Reached 

Help affected people with food 
security / livelihood assistance and 
support food production 
(agricultural inputs):

100,000         Targeted 38,000 Targeted

14,300        Reached   

Employment and income 
generation of the conflict 
affected populations:

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3

1 7 % 3 9 %

3 7 % 5 3 %

NGCA

GCA

* All FSLC targets are due to be revised in the Mid Year Review in August 2017
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The provision of food assistance by 11 FSLC partners (6 HRP and 5
non HRP ) has included both regular assistance but also one-off in
kind food parcels and in some cases applying different targeting
criteria. This means that high cluster beneficiary numbers not
automatically reflect that needs are adequately covered.
Between January and June, food assistance was provided by 11
partners to 727,000 food insecure people with 129,000
beneficiaries in GCA and 598,000 in NGCA. However, between
February and March, food assistance declined by 89%, reflecting
the significant reduction in food distributions in NGCA. Going
from around 500,000 beneficiaries in early 2017, between the
months of March-June, only 69,600 beneficiaries in average per

FSLC OBJECTIVE 1

Nearly 14,270 IDP and host population HHs (2/3 within Donbas)
were supported with livelihood income generating activities,
including livelihood grants and different kinds of training by 9
partners (5 HRP partners and 4 non-HRP partners)
This assistance is provided in context where the level of poverty
by actual cost of living has seen as significant increase especially in
in Luhanska GCA from 20% in 2013 to 74% in 2015 and in
Donetska GCA from 22% to 66% – a situation likely to worsen in
light of economic slow-down, increased unemployment
(exacerbated by the blockade in March) and reduction of income.

During the first six months, around 17,180 households (HHs) in
GCA were assisted with agricultural inputs to support food
production for sustainable results by 5 partners (4 HRP and 1 non-
HRP). More than 7,000 HHs received seeds and seedlings whilst
5,600 HHs received fodder and 200 HHs received assistance with
poultry (mainly chickens). In addition, 3,320 received vouchers for
agricultural inputs whereas 1,015 received food for assets, by 5
partners (4 HRP and 1 non-HRP).

%

FSLC OBJECTIVE 2

FSLC OBJECTIVE 3

23%
(14%)

28%
(12%)

14%
(10%)

15%
(6%)
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Food Insecurity: Cluster analysis (FSLC, February 2017) of REACH 2016 data found
that food insecurity remained a concern in both GCA (with 220,000 severely and
moderately food insecure – 6% in Donetska and 10% in Luhanska) and in NGCA (with
401,000 food insecure – 14% in Luhanska and 12% in Donetska).

However, preliminary findings from July analysis on the recent joint cluster Food
Security Assessment (FSA) (data collection undertaken in June – July, 2017), project
significant increased food security needs in NGCA: as many as 26% (up from 13%) or
800,000 people in NGCA could be severely and moderately food insecure with 5% (up
from 1.7%) or 150,000 people being severely food insecure. The highest levels are
seen in Donetska NGCA. In GCA, the levels of food insecurity have also increased to
15% in Donetska GCA (up from 6%) and 14% in Luhanska GCA (up from 10%) .

Final and detailed joint FSLC FSA findings for both NGCA and GCA are expected in
August 2017 along with deeper analysis of seasonal aspects.

CLUSTER RESPONSE: JANUARY – JUNE 2017
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month across Donbass received some type of food assistance – in NGCA alone, the monthly average
was only 25,800.

However, due to funding restrictions several seasonal agricultural interventions planned for the
spring planting season did not take place.
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