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Analysis of Humanitarian Needs
Compared to the same period in 2018, there is a slight 
reduction in the proportion of people facing Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) or worse acute food insecurity by an estimated 
5%. The slight improvement in the food security situation 
in 2019 lean season compared to the same period in 2018 
is attributed to reduced insecurity after the signing of the 
Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict 
in South Sudan in September 2018, which has led to 
better access to livelihoods and markets. Additionally, 
humanitarian access has improved during this period, 
further contributing to the increased access to food, 
nutrition and livelihood support, as well as service 
delivery. However, acute food insecurity persists, driven 
by localized conflict, climatic shocks, pests and diseases, 
slow recovery from prolonged asset depletion, poor 
macro-economic conditions and sub-optimal market 
functionality. In the projection period of September to 
December 2019, Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food 
insecurity is expected to persist in the four counties of 
Duk in former Jonglei State, and Longochuk, Maiwut and 
Ulang in former Upper Nile State.

Between January and April 2020, 14 counties are 
projected to be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food 
insecurity. Former Jonglei State is expected to have the 
highest number of people estimated to face Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) or worse acute food insecurity at 1.18 million, 
followed by former Upper Nile State, with 765,000.

Refugees
0.3 M

FSL Cluster Needs Overview
An estimated 6.7 million are in need of food and livelihood support in 2020. Some 6.35 million people, or 54 percent 
of the total population, were severely food insecure (IPC Phases 3, 4 and 5) in August 2019. This includes an 
estimated 1.7 million people who are facing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) acute food insecurity and 10,000 people in 
Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) in Yirol East County. Households in Catastrophe have an extreme lack of food (or other 
basic needs) and are destitute after exhausting all their coping strategies and this can result in starvation, extremely 
critical levels of acute malnutrition, and death. Former Jonglei State has the highest number of people estimated to 
be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse acute food insecurity, with 1.25 million people, followed by former Upper Nile 
State with 845,000 people. 28 counties are classified in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) – see the accompanying IPC 
severity map. In addition, an estimated 300,000 refugees in South Sudan are vulnerable and in need of assistance. 
In early 2020, widespread Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes are still probable, with several areas of greatest concern 
likely to remain in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Additionally, more widespread Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are 
probable, even during this post-harvest period, should there be disruptions to the humanitarian assistance that is 
expected to be delivered throughout the projection period. A risk of Famine (IPC Phase 5) will persist in South 
Sudan, especially in the event that conflict shifts and severely limits household movement and humanitarian access, 
or if climatic shocks hinder household access to food and other lifesaving services.

Female Children With Physical Disability

6.7M 50% 54% 13%

Affected Population 
The FSNMS randomly samples households in rural South 
Sudan which are likely to include a selection of each of the 
five population groups. The interventions are either blanket 
(all population members are covered as they are for IDPs in 
the POCs and refugees in designated camps in South Sudan) 
or targeted based on vulnerability not population group.
New arrivals (returnees and new IDPs) are incorporated into 
existing caseloads. Food assistance support targets all phase 
4 and 5 and in 2019 up to 60% of populations in IPC 3 whilst 
emergency livelihood support targets households in IPC 
phase 3, 4 and 5 with access to land, available labour with the 
aim of reaching 100% of farming households. Children and 
disabled are not targeted per se but included within 
vulnerable households which often includes women headed 
households, child and elderly headed households and might 
also include single male headed households (each a 
potential indicators of vulnerability). Final targeting is done 
through a community based participatory planning exercise 
using local indicators of food insecurity and vulnerability so 
as to effectively prioritize scarce resources.
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* Food insecurity is represented as proportion of the the population who are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse because of differences in national population figures from one round to another. 
Population changes are driven by displacement, returnees and other factors. In September 2018, an estimated 59% of the population was classified in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse acute food insecurity.  
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Projection of Needs 
In the projection period of September to December 2019, 
the food security situation is expected to improve as seasonal 
harvests become available. During this period, an estimated 
4.54 million people (39% of the population) will likely face 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse acute food. In the post-harvest 
period of January to April 2020, the food security situation 
will deteriorate as household food stocks start depleting and 
an estimated 5.5 million people (47% of the total population) 
are likely to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse acute food 
insecurity. The projection analyses have both factored in the 
presence of likely humanitarian food assistance and the 
seasonality of livelihoods, grain stocks, prices, climate, 
movement of livestock, nutrition status of the population, 
on-going conflict, planned, funded and likely levels of 
humanitarian food assistance etc.

Monitoring 
HNO indicators can be monitored twice per year using the 
FSNMS which is conducted ahead of the post- harvest and 
depth of the lean season IPC workshops. The survey is 
national coverage of 8,500 households (approx. 110 HHs per 
county across 9 separate survey clusters per county at a cost of 
around $1 million). In scale this is far too big for the FSLC who’s 
role is to mobilize partners to join the data collection teams 
especially in hard to reach locations and support the capacity 
building of enumerators. The surveys are analysed by 
colleagues from WFP, FAO & FEWSNET to support key 
products for the IPC: key messages and population tables, as 
well as tables of data that were used in the new HNO process 
for sectoral and inter-sectoral analysis.

Additionally, between IPC events we utilize the fortnightly 
Needs Analysis Working Group (NAWG) forum to update on 
changes in context and new crisis events that may impact on 
food and nutrition security. This would also include the 
quarterly NAWG workshops that provide a situational analysis 
and review, between IPC workshops, across the three main 
regions: Greater Upper Nile, Greater Bahr El Ghazal and 
Greater Equatoria.

Figure 1: IPC Map for August 2019
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Indicators Source Frequency
% IPC phase # and above
Food consumption indicators: food consumption score FCS), 
household diet diversity score (HDDS), reduced coping 
strategy index (rCSI) and household hunger scale HHS)

Livelihood coping strategy index
Data on household assets and livelihoods for the 
calculation of the wealth index 

Data on basic services, assets, social safety nets and 
adaptive capacity for the resilience capacity index
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Table 1: Indicators and Monitoring Frequency 


