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Why WFD?

• Every year, FAO leads global institutions and 
communities in marking the World Food Day 
on October 16 to commemorate the founding 
of the Organization in 1945. 

• It is an opportunity to engage the general 
public and show them how they can play a 
role in ending hunger (Refer to Sustainable 
Development Goals).

FAO South Sudan



Approach to WFD 2018

• The theme for this year is: Our actions are our future. 
A #ZeroHunger world by 2030 is possible. Activities to 
mark the day will not only be used to show the 
public how they can play a role in ending hunger, but 
to call for action from governments, farmers and the 
private sector From FAOHQs.

• For South Sudan, the theme reflects the reality of 
food insecurity, conflicts and displacement. All these 
are issues that call for action.



2018 approach cont …

• Even with humanitarian assistance planed and funded, 
it is estimated that 40 counties faced crisis level of food 
insecurity between May and July, 2018 (refer to the IPC 
figures). In the complete absence of assistance, the 
situation would be even bleaker. An estimated 7.1 
million people would face crisis or worse acute food 
insecurity, with 155,000 facing a catastrophe. 

• The driving forces for the current food security 
situation include the protracted conflict and 
displacements, disruptions of livelihoods, persistent 
deterioration of the economy, climatic shocks and 
infestation by pests such as Fall Armyworm. 



2018 approach cont …

• These necessitate actions at all levels, including 
government, which is exactly the theme of this year’s 
World Food Day.

• Therefore, the ongoing agriculture campaign will be 
fused as a subtheme into the World Food Day overall 
theme. Several activities will be carried out jointly with 
partners: public events, media interviews, public 
debates, and outdoor and corporate visibility.



Objectives WFD 2018

• To create further awareness among the public 
and farmers about fighting hunger by producing 
their own food.

• To call for action among stakeholders, including 
the government, UN agencies and NGOs to 
facilitate food production by addressing 
underlying challenges to farming.

• To mark the birthday of UNFAO and achieve the 
necessary visibility for all actors in this endeavor.



Main activities WFD 2018

• Public event at Nyakuron Cultural Center in 
Juba: This will involve the participation of senior 
government officials, representatives of UN 
agencies, NGOs and members of the public.
– Farmers’ exhibition (farmers market): Reflecting 

community involvement and participation, farmers 
will be invited to showcase their produces. The 
exhibition will be inspected by senior officials at the 
end of the main event on October 16.

– Traditional dances: This will also reflect community 
ownership and celebration of the day.



Main activities cont …

• School contests: Students will be asked to 
draw posters depicting their understanding of 
zero hunger. The best will be provided with 
gifts and will attend and exhibition in Rome in 
December. Passing this information will create 
further awareness about the day and about 
the need to eradicate hunger.



Main activities cont …

• Radio shows: Talk shows will be organized jointly with 
government officials and partners, with call-ins from 
the public, to discuss possible actions at various levels 
that can be taken to address food insecurity and pave 
the way towards a zero-hunger South Sudan by 2030. 

• Bill boards: Since not so many people have TV sets in 
their houses in South Sudan, outdoor messaging is 
even more important. Ten banners bearing both the 
main and sub themes will be printed and hung on the 
frames in different locations in Juba, seven days ahead 
of the WFD.

• Public Service Announcements (PSAs)



Actions to call for

• Citizens need to adopt a new mindset by supporting local 
producers, following nutritious and varied diets, and 
changing day-to-day actions with the aim of reducing waste 
and taking on a more sustainable lifestyle. 

• Government needs to invest in Zero Hunger and put the 
right policies in place to target rural populations, promote 
pro-poor investment and growth and address rising 
overweight and obesity levels through better nutrition. It’s 
important to create opportunities for greater private sector 
investments in agriculture and enhance governance and 
coordination mechanisms, to get stakeholders to work 
together, share knowledge and support country policies 
and strategies.



Actions cont …

• Smallholder farmers need to adopt new, 
sustainable agricultural methods to increase 
productivity and income. This will enable them to 
mitigate risks and be more resilient to shocks. 
They should diversify their crops and reduce post-
harvest losses. 

• Vulnerable rural populations need to empower 
themselves by uniting and forming local 
cooperatives to realize their right to adequate 
food and decent employment, and share 
knowledge about sustainable agriculture.



Actions cont …

• The private sector should become a key ally in achieving Zero 
Hunger. The financial sector needs to put financial tools in the 
hands of economically marginalized communities. The food 
and beverage sector should eliminate food loss and waste and 
strive for better food safety standards. All corporations need 
to use or acquire land responsibly, be resource efficient and 
find ways to source locally and responsibly. 

• Innovators can share knowledge and new digital tools with 
farmers and the media can leverage their reach to educate 
the public about a Zero Hunger lifestyle.

• Youth around the world can also become change makers and 
advocates for Zero Hunger. 



Visibility items to be used

• T-shirts, caps

• Activity books for school children

• Banners



Partners

(a) Government:

• Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security

• Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries

• Ministry of Education and General Instruction

• Jubek State Ministry of Agriculture and of 
Education



Partners cont …

(UN and NGOs)

• UN agencies

• National and International NGOs

• CBOs



Lessons learned from WFD 2017

• 300 T-shirts and caps were not enough due to 
high turn out.

• Media engagement crucial in passing critical 
messages and allowing a two-way process that 
involves feedback.

• Generous contributions: In addition to allocation 
by FAO, agencies such UNHCR, WFP, IOM, WVI 
made immense contributions. DMI played a 
critical role. The MAFS said it had no funds to 
contribute. This year, not a lot of pledges made.



Conclusion

• FSC members play critical role in humanitarian 
assistance and food security. Like FAO had with 
the Agriculture Campaign 2018, WFD is another 
opportunity for all to make that critical call: The 
theme for this year is: Our actions are our future. 
A #ZeroHunger world by 2030 is possible. And the 
fight towards a zero-hunger South Sudan starts 
now.

Thank you!


