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Revised FSAC Minimum Food Basket (MFB): Effective 1st November 2018 

 

Food Items 
Daily 

Ration (g/ 
person/day) 

Energy 
(kcal) 

 Required 
Quantity in 

Kg for 7 
persons per 

month   

 Average Price 
per Kg (based 
on WFP and 

FAO Data - 1st 
week of 

October 2018)  

 Cost of 
Commodity 

/Family 
per Month 

(YER)   

 20% 
Contingency on 
Average Price 
per Kg (YER)  

 TOTAL (YER)  

WHEAT FLOUR (EITHER 
WHITE FLOUR OR WHEAT 
FLOUR FROM WHOLE 
GRAIN)1  
 

312 1136 75.0 327 24,519 4,904 29,423 

KIDNEY BEANS (ALL 
TYPES) 

45 150 10.0 715 7,147 1,429 8,576 

VEGETABLE OIL 
 

38 336 8.0 897 7,178 1,436 8,613 

SUGAR 
 

14 54 2.5 408 1,019 204 1,223 

IODISED SALT 
 

5 0 1.0 133 133 27 159 

TOTAL  414 1676 80% kcal  2,479 39,996 7,999 47,995 

      
Rounded Off YER 48,000 

                                                 
1 Wheat flour continues to be the main source of cereals in the revised minimum food basket since it is cost-efficient, and the most consumed cereal in 
Yemen (rice is approximately three times more expensive than wheat flour and thus not included in the MFB whose sole objective is to save lives) 
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Important Notes 
1. Rationale for the FSAC Minimum Food Basket (MFB) revision; 

 The rapid and alarming depreciation of the Yemeni Rial (YER) 

o By the first week of October 2018, the YER had depreciated by 238% against the US dollar 
compared to pre-crisis ( March 2015) 

o The Yemeni Riyal depreciated against the US dollar by 46 percent in a year (September 2017-
September 2018), losing 21 percent in September alone 

o Increased transportation costs have driven up the price of food and non-food items. Between July 
and October 2018, the cost of a basic food basket increased by 25 percent and fuel costs by as 
much as 45 percent in hard-hit areas 

o Yemen relies on imports for almost 90 percent of its food requirements and the continued 
depreciation of the YER will pose big challenges on the ability of major suppliers to import food 
commodities into the country  

o The continued depreciation of the YER has further weakened and eroded the purchasing power 
of vulnerable Yemeni households pushing them to adopt more negative and irreversible coping 
strategies (coping strategies are stretched and almost exhausted for a majority of poor Yemenis) 

 The need for a robust and widely acceptable food basket that takes into consideration the deteriorating 
macro-economic situation & rapid depreciation of the YER, the spiralling food security needs, feedback 
from beneficiaries & FSAC Partners, commodity and market prices, and packaging available in local 
markets,  

 The need to reinforce harmonization across all FSAC partners involved in Emergency Food Assistance 
activities in the country, regardless of modality (whether in kind, cash transfers or voucher transfers) 
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2. The food commodity prices in the revised FSAC MFB are based on WFP and FAO National average market 
prices for the first week of October 2018. FSAC partners recommended the use of market prices from WFP 
and FAO due to the lack of a harmonized approach by other FSAC partners in collecting market price data, 
leading to variations/discrepancies in prices by partners operational in the same governorate.  The minimum 
food basket Technical Working Group (TWiG) has been mandated to come up with one harmonized data 
collection tool to be utilized by all FSAC partners;  

3. The revised ENDORSED FSAC Minimum Food basket is YER 48,000 (equivalent to approximately USD $66 at 
the current exchange rate2) per household of 7 members per month, and meets 80% of the monthly household 
food needs; 

4. The FSAC MFB caters for all categories/modalities of Emergency Food Assistance activities (in - kind, cash 
transfers, or voucher transfers); 

5. All agencies/organizations involved in Emergency Food Assistance (regardless of modality) SHOULD conform 
to the cost and composition of the MFB; 

6. The revised MFB is operational as from 1st November 2018 for all current/ongoing and upcoming/new projects 
or programs; 

7. The revised minimum food basket will be in use until December 2018/ January 2019 and includes a 20% 
contingency to cater for any price changes within this time frame3; 

8. The food basket is in Yemeni Rials and remains YER 48,000 regardless of the prevailing USD to YER exchange 
rate. The USD value of the minimum food basket is pegged at the official floating exchange rate. That 
notwithstanding, partners  SHOULD  take advantage of a better exchange rate and kindly increase the number 

                                                 
2 Based on the prevailing exchange rate of  1 USD = 730 YER (The equivalent cost of the minimum food basket in US Dollars liable to change 
slightly based on the prevailing exchange rate; it however remains fixed at YER 48,000) 

3 Revisions to be made in January 2019 based on close monitoring of the evolving economic situation/ depreciation of the YER, and in case of 
any additional major shock/s that would aggravate the fragility of the Yemeni economy  
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of beneficiaries or number of rounds/months of emergency food assistance accordingly, in light of the high 
food security needs in the country;  

9. Considering the fluctuations in the floating exchange rate of the USD to YER, Partners are requested to 
document all USD to YER exchange rates utilized on a monthly basis;  

10. Emergency food assistance (in - kind, cash transfers, or voucher transfers) should be given a minimum 
of SIX (6) months to the same household in order to have any meaningful impact on improving households’ 
food security status. That notwithstanding, FSAC partners utilizing any savings from a favourable USD to YER 
exchange rate CAN provide food assistance either to the same beneficiaries in ongoing programs, or entirely 
new beneficiaries for any applicable number of months based on amount saved4; 

11. Based on the local context, market functioning, and on a case by case basis, some FSAC Partners 
undertaking voucher/ cash transfers can announce tenders and sign contracts with suppliers and/or financial 
service providers in USD (considering the erratic and rapid depreciation of the YER).  In so much as the tender 
and contract with suppliers/ financial service providers can be in USD, there needs to be an explicit condition 
reflected in the agreement stating that “the contract payment will be in USD but the price of the MFB/ cash 
pay-out amount  to beneficiaries will be in YER, adjusted every month based on the prevailing exchange 
rate”; 

12. FSAC Partners supplying canned beans should provide 36 cans (one and a half cartons) of red canned 
beans per household5; 

13. FSAC Partners involved in voucher transfers SHOULD provide the best quality of commodities available 
in the local market. 

                                                 
4 Preferable to target newly displaced IDP households and should be undertaken in consultation with the relevant FSAC Sub-Cluster coordinator 
for avoidance of duplication/overlaps 
 
5 The drained weight of each 400 grams red bean can is equivalent to 278 grams; 10 kg of dry beans are therefore equivalent to 36 cans or 
one and a half cartons of red beans 


