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Climate Outlook in the Country 
 
During this year wet season (October 2018 through May 2019), above-average precipitation is the most likely 

outcome due to the forecasted weak El Niño condition throughout Afghanistan. This means conditions should 

be favorable for rain-fed winter wheat cultivation and production. The winter wet season started earlier this 

year. However, El Nino is not following its normal pattern, as such, the level of temperature will also be above 

average throughout the country.  

 Above-average precipitation 1st October to 20th November in comparison to last year this time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Onset of snow accumulation has started earlier this year than the normal season. Based on satellite imaging, 

snow depth is better in comparison to same time last year, however, snow accumulation has been limited to 

high-elevations as October temperature remained above-average comparing to long term average. Overall, this 

suggests favorable conditions during spring 2019 for irrigated agriculture. Better snow accumulation and above 

average precipitation will not have much impact on pasture land condition as it’s not the pasture growing 

season. The precipitation impact on pasture land will become visible after April 2019. EWIWG will closely 

monitor and discuss the pasture land condition in its upcoming meetings. 

 

 

 



 
 

Snow water volume is above average in water basins of Kunduz and Kabul 

 

Flooding Risk 

El Niño conditions would lead to higher risk of flooding during the months of April and May 2019 for central, 

northern, and western regions. Partners should do early preparedness activities in anticipation for this possible 

natural disaster scenario. 

Market Price Update 

Wheat flour (Low Price): The average price slightly increased in October 2018 by 3.3% compared to September 
2018. Compared to the same month one year ago (October 2017), the average price is slightly higher by 6.0% 
in October 2018. 

Rice (High Quality):  price negligibly increased in October 2018 by 0.5% compared to the previous month 
(September 2018). Compared to the same month one year ago (October 2017), the average price significantly 
increased by 12.2% in October 2018. Decrease of supply and increase in prices in the source point (Pakistan) is 
the reason behind this increase. 
 
Retail Price of Pulses: Negligibly decreased by 0.8% in October 2018 compared to the previous month 

(September 2018). Compared to the same time last year (October 2017), the price of pulses significantly 

decreased by 11.1% in October 2018.  

Retail Price of Cooking Oil: The monthly average price of cooking oil in main cities’ markets was AFN 81.6/Kg in 

the reporting month (October 2018). The average price negligibly increased by 1.3% compared to previous 

month (September 2018). Compared to the same month one year ago (October 2017), the average price 

negligibly increased by 0.3%.  

 


