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Food Systems Defined

Food systems encompass the entire range of actors and 
their interlinked value-adding activities involved in the 

production, aggregation, processing, distribution, 
consumption and disposal of agri-food products that 
originate from agriculture, forestry or fisheries, as well 

as parts of the broader economic, societal and natural 
environments in which they are embedded.



The Food Systems Summit will serve as a turning point in the World’s 
journey to achieve the SDG’s…

• Convened by the Secretary-General as 
part of the Decade of Action to 
achieve the SDGs by 2030.

• launch bold new actions to deliver 
progress on all 17 SDGs, 

• A People’s Summit” and “A Solutions 
Summit”

• Pre-Summit gathering in Italy in July 
2021.

• Main Summit gathering in New York in 
September 2021

About The Summit 



5 Summit Objectives

1. Ensuring access to safe and nutritious food for all (enabling all people to be well nourished and healthy, 
progressive realization to the right of food)

2. Shifting to sustainable consumption patterns (promoting and creating demand for healthy and 
sustainable diets, reducing waste)

3. Boosting nature-positive production at sufficient scale (acting on climate change, reducing emissions, 
increasing carbon capture, regenerating and protecting critical ecosystems and reducing food loss and 
energy without undermining health or nutritious diets)

4. Advancing equitable livelihoods and value distribution (raising incomes, distributing risk, expanding 
inclusion, promoting full and productive employment and decent work for all)

5. Building resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress (ensuring the continued functionality of healthy 
and sustainable food systems)



Summit Outcomes

• Generate significant action and measurable progress towards the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

• Raise awareness and elevate public discussion about how reforming our food systems 
can help us all to achieve the SDGs by implementing reforms that are good for people 
and planet.

• A high-level summary and call to action developed through the process that will 
support Member States and other stakeholders to leverage their food systems capacity 
to reach the SDGs. 

• A system of follow-up and review that will drive new actions and results, allow for 
sharing of experiences, lessons, and knowledge, and incorporate new metrics for 
impact analysis. 



1. Act with urgency:

2. Commit to the Summit:

3. Be respectful:

4. Recognise complexity:

5. Embrace multi-stakeholder inclusivity:

6. Complement the work of others:

7. Build trust:

Summit Principles of engagement



Advisory 
Committee

Provides the strategic 
guidance and feedback 
on the summit’s overall 

development and 
implementation. The 

committee is chaired by 
the UN Deputy Secretary 

General

Scientific group:
• is an independent and 

diverse group of leading 
researchers and scientists 
from around the world;

• is responsible for ensuring 
the robustness, breadth 
and independence of the 
science that underpins the 
Summit and its outcomes;

• will inform the Summit’s 
content, recommended 
outcomes, clarify the level 
of ambition and 
commitments that will 
emerge from the Summit;

The Champions 
Network Open network

mobilizes a diverse range of 
people in every region of the 
world to call for fundamental 
transformation of the world’s 
food systems. Champions are 

leaders of institutions and 
networks advancing food 

systems transformation and 
thought leadership.

UN task force
will ensure that the 

Summit can build on the 
knowledge and unique 

capabilities of the entire 
UN system to deliver on 
this agenda beyond the 

Summit.

Food Systems Summit Support Structures 



Action Tracks

1. Ensuring access to safe and nutritious food for all
o Achieving Zero Hunger. 
o Increasing access to affordable, nutritious foods
o Increasing food safety

2. Shifting to sustainable consumption patterns
o Creating enabling Food environments 
o Shifting Food demand 
o Halving Food waste

3. Boosting nature-positive production at sufficient scale 
o Protect natural ecosystems 
o Manage sustainably existing food production systems
o Restore and rehabilitate degraded ecosystems and soil function

4. Advancing equitable livelihoods and value distribution
o Strengthening Agency
o Inclusive Policies
o Multi-dimensional Welfare and Access

5. Building resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress
o Economic resilience
o Social resilience
o Environmental resilience    

FAO

WHO

UNCCD

IFAD

WFP

Levers of Change
Finance
Policy
Innovation
Data & Evidence
Women & Youth
Empowerment
Right & Law
Governance



Member State Dialogues:

• Organized by National Authorities, involving leaders of food system stakeholder groups

• findings are posted on the Dialogue Gateway website and synthesised for the Summit.

Independent Dialogues: 

• Organized by anyone in any local food system

• When dialogues follow the Summit principles their findings are posted on the Dialogue Gateway website.

Global Dialogues: 

• At high-level international events

• Organized on behalf of Summit Secretariat.

• Exploring interconnections of food systems with global action

Food Systems Summit Dialogues



 These Dialogues are convened by national authorities and take place in three stages:

National Dialogues



Can be organised by anyone…

• can take many forms — from a webinar to a local workshop, to an informal 
gathering of community members.

• Must Observe the following:

• Respect the Summit’s Principles of engagement

• Feature structured conversations among groups with different perspectives; and

• Report back to the Summit process through an official feedback form.

Independent Dialogues

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/vision-principles#Principles%20of%20Engagement


Organizing Dialogues

• Standardized format

• Clear focus and relevant topics for discussion 

• Collation of qualitative and quantitative outcomes which are fed back to the 

Summit secretariat.

• Every dialogue must have 

• A Convenor

• A Curator

• A Facilitator

• Participants

• Recommended duration of event: 2.5 – 4 hours)

• Recommended number of participants: 30 – 100.

• Recommended size of Discussion Groups: 8-10 members per group.





Dialogues Conducted



T

Training Resources



For more information…

Food Systems Summit Website: 
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit

Food Systems Summit Action Tracks: 
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks

Food Systems Summit Dialogues: 
www.summitdialogues.org

Orientation and training:
https://summitdialogues.org/overview/food-systems-orientation-training/

Food Systems Summit Community:
https://foodsystems.community

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks
http://www.summitdialogues.org/
https://summitdialogues.org/overview/food-systems-orientation-training/
https://foodsystems.community/


How to be involved in the Summit Process

• Contribute and take part in the National dialogues

• Organize and host Independent  dialogues

• Participate in Independent  dialogues



Zimbabwe Food Systems Assessment 

The EU, FAO & CIRAD have formed a partnership to support 
countries food systems’ assessments and stakeholder dialogue in 
each country.
Zimbabwe one of the focus countries
Process is ready to be rolled out in Zimbabwe with an anticipated 
time line of  approximately 8 weeks
A country team will oversee and implement the food systems’ 
assessments and stakeholder dialogue


