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2021 Gu Rainfall Performance (1 April-30 Jun 221)

CHIRPS Cumulative Rainfall Anomaly (mm) Cumulative Rainfall Percent of Normal



Rainfall Onset, WRSI and NDVI
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NDVI_C6 Anomaly Dekadal

(Jun 11-20, 2021)



2021 Hagaa/Karan Season Rainfall Performance
CHIRPS 6-15 July 2021Cumulative Rainfall Rainfall Forecast (mm): 25 July - 01

August 2021

Rainfall Forecast (mm): Valid until 08 
Aug 2021

Africa NDVI_C6 Anomaly Dekadal (Jul 11-20, 2021)

NMME Aug-Oct Forecast



August-December 2021 Precipitation Forecast

Assumptions: 
• The July-September 2021 karan rains in northwestern Somalia are likely to be above average. 
• The July-September 2021 hagaa rains in southern Somalia are likely to be below average. Forecast hotter than  

normal temperatures will likely exacerbate water supply issues and hasten vegetation degradation during the dry  
season.

• Based on the NMME, WMO, and ECMWF forecasts, the October-December 2021 short rains/deyr in Somalia is 
most likely to be below-average related to La Nina and a negative IOD.

• Based on the NMME standardized anomaly forecast, the xays showers in northwestern Somalia in December and 
January are most likely to be below  average.



Desert Locust Infestation and Outlook
June 2020

Forecast ( July-September 2021

8-14 July 2021

• SOMALIA. Aerial control operations continue against a few 
remaining immature swarms on the coast, escarpment and 
plateau in the northwest (Somaliland). Swarm movement is 
limited due to cooler temperatures on the plateau and strong 
winds.



Atypically High Prices and Cost of Minimum Expenditure Basket (CMEB)  in June 2021

Sorghum Prices Rice PricesWater Prices Maize Prices CMEB



Population Movement/Displacement and Insecurity, Jan-Jun 2021

• Data from UNHCR’s PRMN indicates that 

more than 492 000 people have been 

displaced across Somalia between 

January and June 2021, mainly due to 

insecurity (73%) and drought (14%) and 

flooding (11%). 

• Impacts on food security and livelihoods: 

• Confiscation of livestock from pastoralists and the torching of their settlements and assets by insurgents

• Disruptions of trade flows, mainly in Bay and Bakool and parts of Hiran

• Insurgents continue to collect forced Zakat and illegal taxation in areas under their control

• Most of the displacements occurred in Banadir (39%), Bay 

(14%), Gedo (8%), M. Shabelle (8%) and L. Shabelle (7%) 

regions.



Somalia Food Security Outcomes and Projections: Apr-Sep 2021

People in Crisis (IPC Phase 3)  
and Emergency (IPC Phase 4):

2.73 Million

Jun-Sep 2021 Oct 2021 - Jan 2022Jun 2021

People in Crisis (IPC Phase 3)  
and Emergency (IPC Phase 4):

2.75 Million

People in Crisis (IPC Phase 3)  
and Emergency (IPC Phase 4):

2.79 Million

• The number of people in urgent need of humanitarian assistance to increased from the previous estimate of 2.65 million between  
April and June 2021 to 2.73 million (revised estimate). Further increases to 2.75 - 2.83 million is projected for July 2021- January 2022.

• The revised and updated estimates reflect the observed and likely deterioration of acute food insecurity across Somalia through  
January 2022, including the extended impact of drought conditions, a below average 2021 Gu season rainfall and harvest  prospects, 
continued below average Deyr (Ocrober – December) rainfall, socio-economic impacts of COVD-19 and conflict/insecurity).



Humanitarian Assistance

Food/Cash Assistance Coverage: January to June 2021 
(FSC Data)

• Humanitarian food assistance plans 
are significantly under-funded in 
Somalia, resulting in a 25 percent 
decline in beneficiaries since 
January, even as the population in 
need of food assistance increased. 

• Although an average of 1.63 million 
people received food assistance 
monthly from January to June, 
current and anticipated levels of 
food assistance are inadequate to 
prevent Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in many 
areas. 

• The shortfall in funding is of urgent 
concern, as past trends show the 
severity of food insecurity in 
Somalia can rapidly worsen during 
multi-season droughts. 



Summary and Key Messages

 The impacts of two consecutive below-average rainfall seasons on crop and livestock
production in late 2020 and early 2021 have driven a sharp increase in the food insecure
population in Somalia, especially in rural areas.

 Drought conditions led to some livestock losses in northern and central Somalia in early 2021
and increased household spending on animal feed and water.

 Dry spells and the early end of the gu rainfall season also caused crop losses and reduced
agricultural labor income. Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes are
widespread.

 The food insecure population is expected to remain elevated until at least January. Based on
FSNAU and FEWS NET’s preliminary estimates, the 2021 gu cereal harvest in July will be at least
30-40 percent below the long-term average (1995-2020), which will diminish a key source of
food and income for farmers and drive an increase in local staple food prices in both rural and
urban areas.



Summary and Key Messages (continued)
 Additionally, poor pastoral households will likely sell more livestock than usual to repay debt

and fund food and water purchases during the upcoming prolonged dry season, eroding their
livelihoods and coping capacity.

 Furthermore, long-term forecasts indicate a third consecutive season of below-average rainfall
in late 2021, which would likely result in a three-season drought.

 Humanitarian food assistance plans are significantly under-funded in Somalia, resulting in a 25
percent decline in beneficiaries since January, even as the population in need of food
assistance increased. Although an average of 1.63 million people received food assistance
monthly from January to June, current and anticipated levels of food assistance are inadequate
to prevent Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in many areas. The shortfall in funding is of urgent concern, as
past trends show the severity of food insecurity in Somalia can rapidly worsen during multi-
season droughts. A scale-up in food, water, and livelihoods support is needed to prevent Crisis
(IPC Phase 3) or worse outcomes through at least the end of 2021.

 In a worst-case scenario of rainfall failure, more extreme food security outcomes would be
likely.
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