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Nigeria HPAI H5N8 situation update 
  Date: 1/3/2019          

 Background 
 
Since the resurgence of the HPAI reported in 2015, the H5N1 and H5N8 viruses have circulated in the 
country and reported in 25 states out of the 36 and the Federal Capital Territory. This has led to the 
death of an estimated 332,488 birds so far.  
 
Incidentally on 22 January 2019, an outbreak of HPAI due to serotype H5N8 was reported to have 
affected 5-3 weeks old layers in a backyard poultry farm in Bauchi state. After confirmation that it is 
the HPAI (H5N8), the epidemic spread to Plateau state, were six (6) outbreak were confirmed in two 
(2) local governments (LGA) (distant of 50-70km from each other).  
From the filed epidemiological findings, the disease occurred in December in a commercial farm in 
Bauchi. Sick birds from the affected farm were dispatched in live bird markets but the disease was not 
reported to the state veterinary state of Bauchi 
 

Current situation 
 
Situation: Highly pathogenic avian influenza virus (H5N8 subtype) with pandemic potential in Nigeria  
Confirmed states (H5N8): Bauchi, Plateau States 
Official notification to OIE: 19 January 2019 
Reporting dates: Bauchi (January); Plateau, Kano, Ogun, Nasarawa (February 2019) 
Number of human cases: Unknown. No human case has so far been reported 
The table summarise the epidemiological data collected up to 28.02.209 
 
 Table 1: Number of outbreaks in reported LGA and states 
 

S/No State LGA Locatio
n 

Susceptibles Cases Death Destroyed Estimated 
Population* 

1 Bauchi Bauchi Gidan 
Dubu 

848 50 27 821 4,094,982 
 

2 Bauchi Bauchi Fadan 
Mada 

2000 8 8 1992 4,094,982 

    3 Bauchi Toro Narabi 460 200 105 355 4,094,982 
 

4 Kano Kumbot-so Danbare 250 15 15 235 10,339,884 

5 Nasara
wa 

Karu Karu 1150 1105 1105 45 3,170,347 
 

6 Plateau Jos South Rantya 2900 11 11 2889 5,123,228 
 

7 Plateau Jos North Jos 1040 60 60 980 5,123,228 

8 Ogun Abeouk-uta Abeouk
uta 

10000 150 150 9850 4,327,011 

Total 4 8 8 18648 1599 1481 17167  
Estimated Population*: Poultry Population Data Source: Nigeria Agric Sample Survey (NASS)2011 
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Trend of the disease spread 
 

Since the confirmation of the 1st outbreak in commercial farm in Bauchi state on 22nd January 
2019 in Bauchi, the disease has spread to 4 states namely Kano, Nasswara, Ogun and Plateau.  
Up to 28 February 2019, a total of 8 formal outbreaks are reported in 5 states with 18,648 
susceptible animals, 1,599 cases, 1,481 mortalities and 17,167 destroyed. The outbreaks and 
quantitative number does not take into account the 3 LBM were sick birds including 
apparently health ducks and guinea fowl were samples and confirmed positive to H5N8 (see 
details in the table). 
Suspected cases were samples in Kaduna states and most likely will be HPAI outbreak 
confirmed. 
All the neighbouring states surrounding the affected states are at risk. This is due the live bird 
trade route and transportation mode, the demand of indigenous poultry meat in high 
consumption center such as Abuja, Lagos among others.  These states include Abuja,  Katsina, 
Lagos, Jigawa, Gombe, Yobe, Benue, Taraba, Niger and ondo (see below the map).  
 

Map 1: Status of HPAI H5N8 in Nigeria 
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Plausible origin of the disease 
 
From the primarily findings of the field epidemiological investigation, the disease stated in 
fact in December in a commercial farm in Bauchi. Sick birds from the affected farm were 
dispatched in live bird markets  in Bauchi states for sell but the disease was not reported to 
the state veterinary state of Bauchi.  
Initially detected in backyard chickens and layers, apparently healthy ducks were found 
positives to H5N8. Samples from Guinea fowls and turkeys are being analysed at the Regional 
HPAI Laboratory of NVRI.  Further investigation is needed in order to establish the susceptible 
affected species including wild birds. 
 
Risk spread to west and Central African countries 
 
The risk to spread to west and central African countries mainly Cameroon, Chad and Niger remain high 
given the commercial mode and commercial exchanges.  In the absence of appropriate measures to 
contain the outbreaks, the disease is likely to become endemic with high economic impact on Nigeria 
poultry industry and public health. There is, therefore need for concerted internal effort to contain 
the disease in the country to safeguard the actors in the poultry value chain, investments, livelihoods 
and human health.   
 

Government effort to combat the disease  
 
Up to date, there is no response plan from the Government.  This can be imputed to the ongoing 
electoral period. Sole sanitary measures are applied such as depopulation of infected farms/areas, 
disinfection of farms, movement control poultry and poultry products; and compensation scheme in 
line with the national policy. 
FAO Country representative has officially written to the Minister to know the government plan on this 
ongoing situation. Official response from the FMRAD is expected in the coming week.  
 
FAO's support/Response to HPAI in Nigeria 
 
Following the occurrence of incidence outbreak of avian influenza and in response to the request of 
the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria requesting for further support to contain the 
disease outbreak (ref.N0: VSD/708/I/208 on 24th January 2019), FAO is currently implementing some 
support activities.  Table 2 summarizes the implementation status of the activities.  
 
Table 2: Implementation status of approved activities 
 

SN Activity requested from 
the Government 

FAO Support  Timeframe Status of the 
Implementation 

1 Training on biosecurity 
(40 Farmers, 40  LBM 
Operators and 40 
Extension service vet. 
Officers) 

FAO shall conduct 3 
bio-security training 
sessions (for Farmers, 
LBM, field vet officers 

18-22 March 2019 
(Farmers and LBM 
Operators) 
25-29 March 2019 
(Field Veterinary 
Officers) 

- A total of 120 people will 
be training on AI 
biosecurity measure 
application at farm level 
- 3 manuals (Farmers, 
LMMO and Vet Officers)  
are being finalized and 
1000 copies will be 
printed and distributed   
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2 PPEs and shipping boxes - 300 PPEs  
- Sample shipment 
Boxes  
- Disinfectants, 
sprayers, gloves, eye 
protectives 
 

Received since 28 
January 2019 

- Materials and 
equipment were handed 
over to the FDVPCS 
- Ground distribution in 
Bauchi and Plateau 
- Remaining Materials to 
be deployed in Kano state 

3 Procurement of Lab 
Equipment, consumables, 
reagents sampling 
materials  

FAO is procuring 
essential lab 
materials, 
consumables and 
reagents 

March 2019 Bid under finalization by 
Procurement office 
 

4 Epi disease investigation FAO has already built 
capacity of State and 
Federal Veterinary 
officer through 
training   on Good 
Emergency Practices 
(GEMP) and on 
Disease Outbreak 
investigation, GEMP, 
including HPAI 
investigation, tracing 
back conducted In 
November 2018.  

ASAP -FAO has  supported  the 
cost of the field 
epidemiological 
investigation of AI for 8 
personnel in 2 affected 
states (Bauchi and 
Plateau) 
- Investigation conducted 
from 19-26 February 
-Detailed report being 
consolidated and 
expected anytime from 
Monday 4th March 2019 

5 Conduct risk assessment 
and risk mapping of  HPAI 
in  five (5) states 

Technical assistance 
and guidance shall be 
provided to FDVPCS 
and FAO Nigeria to 
conduct risk 
assessment and 
mapping  

 February – April 
2019 

Preparation ongoing with  
FDVPCS and the ECTAD 
regional Office and FAO 
Nigeria 
Collation of primarily 
data/information 

6 Update the developed  
HPAI National Action Plan 
(NAP) to take into account 
the prevalent status of 
disease  and the Response 
plan   

FDVPCS to set up a 
taskforce including 
FAO 

March 2019 3-day retreat is planned 
to review and update the 
NAP  and the response 
plan  

 
 

7 Organize a 1-day high 
level meeting for resource 
mobilization  

FMARD to advise on 
the appropriate date 
for the meeting 

4/5 April 2019 -FAO is fully covering the 
cost of the meeting 
-FAO is finalizing the list 
of partners and potential 
donors resident in Nigeria 
to be invited 

8 Development of an 
alternative compensation 
scheme for LBM 

  Recruitment of a team of 
consultant in process 

 
 
On 28 February 2019, FAO Country Representative has presented the HPAI situation during the 

Humanitarian Coordinating Team (HCT) monthly meeting chaired by the UN Resident Coordinator 
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(RC). The HCT is composed by all the Head of UN agencies and partners/donors such as EU, Canadian 

Embassy, British council representing donor platform in Nigeria.  

 

 

Additional activities requested 

Given the increase spread of the disease to other LGAs, States in Nigeria FAO Nigeria is seeking for 
more support to assist the Federal Government of Nigeria in combatting HPAI. The CVO through his 
Deputy Director This support will include: 

 Additional risk based materials and consumables (PPEs, disinfectants, sprayers, gloves, eye 
protective glasses……..) 

 Capacity building on risk communication for Vet/Livestock officers, farmers, LBM operators, 
transporters…. 

 Capacity building of federal, state and private veterinary officers on quarantine procedures 
and practices 

 Advocate for resource mobilisation to support the containment of HPAI outbreaks in Nigeria.  

 

Conclusion 

Nigeria has the largest Poultry industry in Africa which accounts for about 58% of the total livestock 
production in the country. The recent re-emergence of the highly pathogenic avian influenza is 
heavily compromising this growing and promising industry if an appropriate action is not considered.  

 
FAO Country Office is appealing for a concerted effort of the international community to support the 
government of Nigeria to contain HPAI disease in order to avoid the impending spill over of the disease 
to the entire states and neighbouring countries. 
 
 
 


