
The Zero Hunger Challenge is a call-to-action, which aims to build support around the 
vision of achieving Zero Hunger. For Nigeria, this call-to-action is for everyone – 
governments, the private sector, NGOs, and the public sector to do their part to turn the 
vision into a reality. The Zero Hunger Challenge (ZHC) promotes integrated approaches 
that respond to the multiple, interconnected causes of hunger and malnutrition. The 
comprehensiveness of the approach reflects the need to transform agriculture and food 
systems to deliver improved nutrition and sustainable and resilient rural communities. 
There are five key elements in the ZHC vision, which include:

i. Zero stunted children less than 2 years

ii. 100% access to adequate food all year round

iii. All food systems are sustainable

iv. 100% increase in smallholder productivity and income

v. Zero loss or waste of food

In Nigeria, the FAO representation in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (FMARD) organized series of events to propagate the 
message that access to food is a fundamental human right. These events included a 
sensitization walk/Road Show, Quiz Competition among Secondary schools in Abuja, 
Symposium book/photo exhibition, National Youth Summit/Food Fair and the Agriculture 
show/exhibition in KeffiNasarawa state organized by the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development as well as the National Agricultural Foundation of Nigeria.

Concerned by the growing number of deprived people across the globe in the face of 
increasing world population, member countries of the United Nations (UN) in September 
2015 approved the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development, with 17 clear goals. Access to 
food is considered a sine qua non for safer, equitable and more peaceful world. World 
leaders therefore dedicated eliminating hunger as a cardinal objective of the agenda and 
tagged Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) number twoto end hunger, achieve food 
security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture.

As reported by the FAO, whereas hunger is highly prevalent in areas ravaged by conflicts, 
droughts and extreme poverty,overweight and obesity is on the rise all around the World, 
and we arenow witnessing the globalization of diet related non communicable diseases. For 
example overweight and obesity rates are reported to be climbing faster in Africa than any 
other region – eight of the 20 countries in the World with the fastest rates of adult 
overweight and obesity are in Africa. Furthermore, childhood overweight affected 38 
million children under five years of age in 2017. About 46 percent of these children live in 
Asia, while 25 percent live in Africa. The Zero hunger challenge should, therefore ensure 
addressing the multiple burden of malnutrition through access to safe, nutritious, and 
sufficient food all year round.

Achieving Zero Hunger by 2030 is possible but countries need to redouble their efforts to 
get back on track. According to recent FAO estimates from the State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World 2018, after a period of decline, world hunger is on the rise. According 
to the latest estimate, the number of undernourished people in the World increased in 2017, 
for the third consecutive year. It was reported that 821 million people suffered chronic 
undernourishment (11 percent of the World population – one in nine people on the planet), 
most of them family and subsistence farmers living in poor rural areas of sub-Sahara Africa 
and Southeast Asia. Concurrently, statistics in the same year show various forms of 
malnutrition have also increased, with at least 1.5 billion people suffering from 
micronutrient deficiencies that undermine their health and lives while at the same time, the 
proportion of adult obesity continues to rise from 11.7 percent in 2012 to 13.3 percent in 
2016 (or 672.3 million people).

According to the Director General of FAO, the concept of Zero Hunger is broader and not 
limited to the fight against undernourishment. It aims to provide people with the necessary 
nutrients for a healthy life. Zero Hunger encompasses the eradication of all forms of 
malnutrition; it is not just about feeding people but nourishing people as well. Current 
global food systems have increased the availability and accessibility of processed food that 
are very high in energy dense calories, ultra-processed fat, sugar and salt but low in 
micronutrients leading to hidden hunger. Food systems must be transformed in ways that 
provide all people with healthy and nutritious food. It must be a collective effort towards 
healthy diets that include diversified nutrient dense foods including bio-fortified foods, 
fruit/vegetables as well as animal source foods, the creation of standards on fortification, 
proper labelling of foods as well as  the banning of some harmful ingredients. Nutrition 
education should be incorporated into school curricula with the adoption of methods to 
avoid food loss and waste, and the establishment of trade agreements that do not hamper 
access to locally grown, fresh and food from family farming.

FAO is supporting the global effort to achieve 
Zero Hunger, at international, regional and 
national levels by advancing data for evidence 
based decision-making. Capacity is reinforced 
for statistics and monitoring data systems for 
advising on the formulation, implementation 
and promotion of international treaties and legal 
frameworks; supporting national agriculture 
and food policies, strategies and legislation; 
advocating for support from other sectors; and 
assisting in monitoring progress against SDG 
indicators as well as targets.

Over the past forty years, FAO in Nigeria has 
been working closely with the Government of 
Nigeria to advance sustainable agriculture and 
food systems with great optimism towards 
achieving Zero Hunger in Nigeria. Efficient food 
Security and livelihood is at the center of FAO 
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Every year, over 150 countries across the 
world celebrate the World Food Day on

October 16 jointly remembering the 
establishment and mandate of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO). The commemoration draws 
attention to raising the levels of nutrition and 
create awareness on sustainable food and 
agriculture systems for food security and 
nutrition for all.

This year, the theme“Our Actions are Our 
Future A #Zero Hunger World by 2030 is 
Possible”aims to remind stakeholders of the need 
to strengthen political commitment, partnerships 
and strategies to eradicate hunger and all forms of 
malnutrition, against the backdrop of recent surge 
in the number and proportion of hungry people 

supported programmes and is being acknowledged as playing a key role in addressing the 
root causes of hunger.FAO is using the occasion of this year's World Food Day to fast track 
the Zero Hunger Challenge in Nigeria by bringing together all stakeholders to 
communicate the importance of food security, nutrition and inclusive, sustainable and 
resilient agriculture. 

For Nigeria, the Zero Hunger vision symbolize a nation that is free from hunger, 
malnutrition and rural poverty, achieved through an integrated approach and the 
transformation of food systems, which is fully aligned with the 2030 Agenda and which sets 
out the goals and targets that we must achieve to make this vision a reality. These targets are 
categorized as follows:

I. End hunger and ensure access to food by all people

II. End all forms of malnutrition

III. Double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers.

IV. Ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural 

practices

V. Maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants, and farmed and 

domesticated animals and their related wild species.

Policy makers and other stakeholders in Nigerianeed to join the World to  get  back  on  
track,  act  on  evidence,  and  tackle  the  root  causes  of  hunger  and  malnutrition  to  
ensure  healthy,  balanced  and  nutritious  diets for all.They  need  to  target  rural  
populations, end conflict, reduce disaster,  promote  pro -poor  investment  and  growth  
while  addressing  rising  under nutrition and malnutrition by  devising  national  
strategies  that  promote  synergies  between  nutrition  and  food  security,  rural  
development,  social  protection,  sustainable  agriculture,  climate  change,  biodiversity,  
health  and  education. There is the need to  enhance  governance  and  coordination  
mechanisms,  to  facilitate  dialogue  and  create  incentives  for  different  sectors  and  
stakeholders  to  work  together.

In March 2018, the Nigeria Zero Hunger Forum (NZHF) at its third quarterly meeting in 
Maiduguri issued key recommendations and resolutions for immediate implementation 
towards the attainment of Zero Hunger by the year 2025 in its five pilot states of Benue, 
Borno, Ebonyi, Ogun, and Sokoto States of Nigeria. The Forum recognized the efforts of 
the Nigerian Government through the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and Bank of 
Industry to address financial constraints faced by farmers. The technical partner to the 
NZHF include, IITA, WFP, FAO, the private sector, farmer groups, traditional councils, 
and the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.Indeed achieving  Zero  
Hunger require  a  mix  of  public  and  private  investments,  and  risk, informed  policies  
and  interventions  to  ensure  that  the  poor  and  most  vulnerable benefitfrom  the  
growth  and  employment  opportunities  generated.

Let me therefore, call on the Government to put those furthest behind first, work across 
policy areas, empower local authorities and institutions, engage in strategic partnership 
with academia and invest in the new generation. Create an investment friendly 
environment and provide equal opportunities and adopt legally and non-legally binding 
treaties and instruments towards a #Zero Hunger.

The private sector should commit to elimination of food waste, source raw materials locally 
and responsibly and be resource efficient. Be champions for food safety, promote social 
inclusion and empower women. Share knowledge, partner with academia and establish 
Zero Hunger partnerships.

Farmers and smallholders should promote gender equality and manage natural resources 
sustainably and efficiently, adapt to climate change, diversify crops, produce more with 
less, unite as cooperatives and make your voice heard. Endeavour to cut post-harvest losses, 
adopt sustainable livestock and fisheries farming practices and leverage the power of 
technology. 

To the individuals, buy only what you need, store food wisely, love your food leftovers, 
donate foods that would otherwise be wasted and know where your food comes from and 
put your waste foods to use. Adopt a healthier and sustainable diet, support local food 
producers and become a #ZeroHunger advocate.

FAO appreciates the continued commitment of the Government of Nigeria to forging 
strong partnerships for nourishing, nurturing and growing a prosperous and peaceful 
Nigeria where all Nigerians thrive and contribute to socio-economic development. 
Achieving Zero Hunger is our shared commitment which can be achieved through a Right 
based approach.
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