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Background  

Key Highlights 

By the end of May 2022, farmers started harvesting the 

wheat and barley crop in some governorates. FAO antici-

pates that harvesting will be completed by the end of July or 

early August 2022. Subsequently, the official producer price 

for wheat grain had been announced at 2 000 SYP per kg.  

 

During this reporting period, there is still evidence of limited 

availability of and access to critical or main agricultural in-

puts (i.e. quality seeds, fertilizers, herbicides, fuel and irriga-

tion water) in some governorates. This continued challenge 

coupled with supply chain constraints, amid strong demand 

and generally higher input costs, may continue to affect 

overall agriculture output, production and productivity. 

Figure 1: Markets monitored by FAO  country office on a monthly basis.   

 

Agriculture, including crop and animal husbandry, forestry, 

fisheries and agro-processing, post-harvest handling and mar-

keting, provides livelihood for most smallholder farmers in 

the Syrian Arab Republic. The Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion (FAO) in Syria works on strengthening value chains and 

food systems by building technical and productive capacity of 

stakeholders, mainly farmers, expanding their knowledge and 

understanding of the local situation by sharing reports that 

aimed to make agricultural production more sustainable, 

gender sensitive, market-driven and climate smart. The Or-

ganization in Syria releases the “Monthly Agriculture Input 

and Commodity Price Bulletin - AICPB”, which provides time-

ly insights from 35 districts across Homs, Hama, Aleppo, Tar-

tous, Deir-ez-Zor, Rural Damascus, Al-Hasakeh and Dar’a gov-

ernorates. The purpose of the bulletin is to inform relevant 

stakeholders, including the Food Security and Agriculture 

(FSA) partners supporting agricultural and food security inter-

ventions in the country, about the prevailing price trends of 

agricultural inputs and commodities. The bulletin is a periodic 

resource as markets and market information play an im-

portant role in enhancing food security, income generation, 

resilience and rural-urban market linkages. Regular dissemi-

nation of market information benefits smallholder farmers in 

their market-oriented production endeavour. 

In May 2022 the Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer 

Protection increased the price of subsidized Octane 90 

gasoline sold through the electronic card, from SYP 2 

500 / litre to SYP 3 500 / litre. The price of Octane 95 was 

also subsequently increased to 4 000 SYP / Litre from 3 

000 SYP / Litre. Fuel shortages still persist in most gover-

norates and this continues to present challenges to farm-

ers who also rely on fuel for land preparation, irrigation, 

transportation and other agricultural activities.  

The fuel and energy shortages, combined with supply 

constraints are exerting financial pressure on farmers, 

since this continues to have knock-on effects on overall 

production costs. 
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Exchange Rate 

Agricultural Inputs 
Crops and Vegetables Seeds  

Summer crop seeds were available in all monitored markets except for cotton seeds that were available only in Aleppo, Rural 

Damascus and Deir-ez-Zor governorates. In May 2022, the price of soybean seeds increased 10 percent m-o-m but generally 

unavailable in Aleppo, Hasakeh, Dará and Deir-ez-Zor governorates. Vegetable seeds were generally available across most of 

the monitored governorates. The price of both tomato and cucumbers local seeds witnessed a moderate increase 14 percent m

-o-m, reaching 31 403 and 42 242 SYP per kg respectively. The price of the local seeds of eggplant recorded a 11 percent m-o-m 

increase, reaching 28 825 SYP per kg. The price increases observed and mentioned above, linked to the depreciation of the local 

currency and prevailing economic hardships, continues in most governorates with high demand regarding summer production . 

This is posing challenges to farmers and resulting in increased crop production costs. The constant increase most likely continue 

to drive the costs up, along the entire food system.   

Faba bean seeds SYP/kg 

Tomato local seeds SYP/kg 

Source: Monthly survey conducted by FAO field staff  
Note: The exchange rate was 50 SYP/USD before the crisis in 2012 

Soybean seeds SYP/kg 

1M:  10 LM: 4 255 

      6M:  133 1Y:  N/A 

Eggplant local seeds SYP/kg 

The Syrian Pound (SYP) continued to weaken in the informal exchange rate market and reached SYP 3 926 / 1 USD in May 

2022. The continued currency depreciation and supply chain related constraints, exacerbated by the prevailing economic crisis 

and continued sanctions, resulted in the constant increase of agricultural inputs prices, further limiting access for vulnerable 

farmers’ in some governorates, particularly agrochemicals and diesel fuel. Despite the informal exchange rate increasing as 

above, the official exchange rate was at 2 814 SYP/USD in May 2022. The FAO market bulletin monitors prices in the official 

local currency and does not specifically analyse the changes in prices in other foreign currencies. 

1M:  14 LM:  16 065 

      6M:  N/A 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  3 LM:  31 403 

      6M:  N/A 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  11 LM:  28 825 

      6M:  N/A 1Y:  N/A 

1M:    %Current Month Vs. Previous Month in LM 

LM:    The price in Local Market in SYP 

Y1:    %Current Month Vs. Previous year  in LM 

6M:    % Current Month Vs. 6 Months Earlier in LM 
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Agro-chemicals 

Pesticides and fertilizers were available across all the monitored markets in May 2022. The prices of fertilizers remained 

relatively stable since April 2022. On average, herbicides recorded a 12 percent m-o-m increase, while fungicides record-

ed a 11 percent m-o-m increase with fungicides also recording a slight 9 percent m-o-m increase. The limited access to 

various important agro-chemicals due to the continued increase in prices, particularly fertilizer, presents an opportunity 

for partners to promote locally-available materials that may be used to address soil fertility constraints (i.e. home-made 

compost). FAO’s vision is to promote sustainability of agricultural production, by achieving higher production while con-

serving resources, reducing negative impact on the environment and enhancing the natural capital. Sector partners are 

encouraged to continue supporting vulnerable and resource constrained farmers with interventions that improve access 

to quality and critical inputs to support local food production, coupled with relevant agricultural training on integrated 

pest management (IPM) including integrated weed management (IWM). IPM, as a cost-saving measures will likely cushion 

farmers against market-related shocks and ensure that farmers rely less on synthetic or inorganic agro-chemicals.  
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Livestock feed 

Wheat bran 

Crop residues 

Cattle feed Wheat straw 

In May 2022, livestock feed was available across the monitored markets except soybean meal which was available only in 

Rural Damascus, Dará and Aleppo governorates. Crop residues witnessed a significant decrease in the average price (21 per-

cent m-o-m). This could be attributed to the availability due to the current harvesting season. Wheat straw witnessed a sig-

nificant decrease (29 percent m-o-m) and the price reached 614 SYP per kg. This significant decrease could be due to in-

creased supply following the commencement of the harvesting season. For barley grain, the decrease in the selling price was 

moderate (10 percent m-o-m), reaching 1 692 SYP per kg. 

Egg production 

Meat production 

Cottonseed meal Maize 

1M:  -10 LM: 1 692 

      6M:  29 1Y:  N/A 

Barley grain 

1M:  -7 LM: 3 163 

      6M:  67 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -3 LM: 2 014 

      6M:  52 1Y:  N/A 

Soybean meal 

1M:  2 LM: 1 807 

      6M:  9 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -8 LM: 1 231 

      6M:  25 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -29 LM: 614 

      6M:  45 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -21 LM: 929 

      6M:  38 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -1 LM: 1 804 

      6M:  29 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  7 LM: 3 201 

      6M:  47 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -5 LM: 2 353 

      6M:  30 1Y:  N/A 

1M:    %Current Month Vs. Previous Month in LM 

LM:    The price in Local Market in SYP 

Y1:    %Current Month Vs. Previous year  in LM 

6M:    % Current Month Vs. 6 Months Earlier in LM 

 

Poultry feed for  

Poultry feed for  

SYP/kg SYP/kg SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg SYP/kg SYP/kg 

SYP/kg SYP/kg SYP/kg 
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Live Animal 

Calf SYP/Kg 

 

The average selling price of diesel decreased slightly (7 percent m-o-m) in local markets, reaching 72 106 SYP per 20 liters in May 2022. In 

Hama, Aleppo and Rural Damascus governorates, the price of diesel fuel decreased significantly (20 percent m-o-m) in May 2022, reach-

ing 81 000, 81 900 and 81 700 SYP for 20 liters respectively. In Dará, the price witnessed a moderate increase (11 percent m-o-m ).  

 

Sheep female SYP/Head 

Dairy Cow SYP/Head 

Sheep SYP/kg 

Diesel Fuel (20 liters) 

1M:  0 LM: 12 293 

      3M:  4 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  1 LM: 4 312 396 

      3M:  -1 1Y:  N/A 

1M:  -1 LM: 11 273 

      3M:  3 1Y:  N/A 

1M: 4 LM: 416 151 

      3M:  6 1Y:  N/A 

1M:    %Current Month Vs. Previous Month in LM 

LM:    The price in Local Market in SYP 

Y1:    %Current Month Vs. Previous year  in LM 

6M:    % Current Month Vs. 6 Months Earlier in LM 
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Bread Flour Sugar 

Rice Egg 
Cow milk 

Chicken Meat Cow Meat Sheep Meat 

Sunflower Oil Tomato Eggplant 

Most food prices including agricultural commodities remained rela-

tively constant since April 2022. Eggplant and tomato prices wit-

nessed a significant decrease (32 and 27 percent m-o-m), reaching 1 

610 and 2 545 SYP per kg respectively. This could be attributed to 

increased availability in the supply chain due to protected vegetable 

production during the summer season. Similarly, the price of Potato 

witnessed a moderate decrease (10 percent m-o-m), reaching 2 152 

SYP per kg. Marine fish were generally available in Tartous and Rural 

Damascus and the price observed a significant increase (120 percent 

m-o-m). This clearly indicates the high and strong demand for fish, 

especially during the summer season. Furthermore, this could also 

be attributed to the commencement of the tourist season in the 

coastal governorates and the increase in demand for fish versus the 

limited production. The prices of bread, flour, sugar, rice, egg, sun-

flower oil and olive oil remained constant since April 2022. The aver-

age price of lamp and beef meat also remained relatively constant 

since April 2022. While the prices for chicken meat witnessed a 

moderate decrease (12 percent m-o-m), reaching 9 451 SYP per kg 

from 10 713 SYP per kg in April 2022.  

Food Items 

1M:  -1 LM: 261 

      6M:  0 1Y:  98 

1M:  0 LM: 3 033 

      6M:  23 1Y:  79 

1M:  -7 LM: 11 586 

      6M:  4 1Y:  73 

1M:  -1 LM: 3 799 

      6M:  10 1Y:  42 

1M:  -12 LM: 9 451 

      6M:  -2 1Y:  34 

1M:  4 LM: 14 269 

      6M:  34 1Y:  95 

1M:  3 LM: 3 943 

      6M:  25 1Y:  98 

1M:  -6 LM: 1 997 

      6M:  7 1Y:  87 

1M:  -3 LM: 27 352 

      6M:  7 1Y:  19 

1M:  -32 LM: 1 610 

      6M:  -26 1Y:  107 

1M:  0 LM: 24 435 

      6M:  11 1Y:  26 

1M:  -27 LM: 2 545 

      6M:  17 1Y:  236 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/kg 

SYP/litre SYP/(1800—2000)g 

1M:    %Current Month Vs. Previous Month in LM 

LM:    The price in Local Market in SYP 

Y1:    %Current Month Vs. Previous year  in LM 

6M:    % Current Month Vs. 6 Months Earlier in LM 
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Other Factors 

 

 

In May 2022, the average daily wage rate remained constant 

since April 2022 though it remains generally high. The prevailing 

high labour rate continues to drive the overall agriculture pro-

duction costs upward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The average cost of land preparation remained relatively con-

stant in May 2022 and the average cost of cultivating one hectare 

recorded in May 2022 is 254 217 SYP. The prevailing fuel shortag-

es and economic sanctions on Syria are adversely affecting the 

capacity of farmers to efficiently use and adopt mechanization in 

agriculture and this is compromising farm worker productivity 

and agriculture output.   

DISCLAIMER:   

The information in this bulletin comes from monthly market monitoring surveys conducted informally by FAO field staff. While FAO Syria strives to provide accurate 

and timely market information, there may be slight unintended technical or factual inaccuracies. Decisions based on information contained herein are the sole re-

sponsibility of the reader. All changes in market prices for the monitored agriculture inputs and commodities are in local Syrian currency (SYP). For further insights 

and analysis on food commodities, WFP also issues regular Market Price Bulletins for Syria and these can be found on the official Syria Food Security Cluster 

(FSC) website.  

 

                                                                                         For more information, please contact: 

Jameson Zvizvai (Agriculture based livelihood coordinator  )                                                    Oula Mohamad  (Agriculture based livelihood specialist) 

       Jameson.Zvizvai@fao.org                                                                                                                         Oula.Mohamad@fao.org 
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