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Introduction 

Agriculture, including crop and animal husbandry, forestry and 
agro processing, constitutes the basis of socio-economic lives 
of most smallholder farmers in the Syrian Arab Republic. FAO’s 
attention and interventions cover all stages of  the agriculture 
commodities’ value chain,  this includes activities that improve 
production, processing, marketing and entrepreneurship. The 
Organization in Syria  release the “Monthly agriculture input 
and commodity price bulletin” that provides timely insights 
from 35 districts across Homs, Hama, Aleppo, Tartous, Deir-ez-
Zor, Rural Damascus, Al-Hasakeh and Dar’a Governorates, to 
inform relevant stakeholders and food security sector (FSS) 
partners, who are supporting agriculture and food security 
interventions in the country, about the prevailing prices of 
agriculture inputs and commodities. This bulletin is a useful 
publication since markets and market information both play an 
important role in food security, income generation, resilience 
and rural-market linkages. Regular dissemination of market 
information will benefit smallholder farmers in their market-
oriented production endeavours. 

Key Highlights  

 The continued increase in the prices of agriculture 
inputs and food commodities continues to add more 
pressure on Syrian families after 9 years of the 
protracted crisis. Out of 12 monitored agriculture 
inputs, five inputs (wheat & barley seed, fuel, fertilizers, 
pesticides) showed significant price increases. Also 
seven out of the 15 monitored food items (tomato, 
bread, eggplant, sugar, potato, sunflower oil, olive oil) 
showed significant increases in November 2020. 
Tomato’s has recorded a significant average price 
increase by 74 percent, a normal and expected increase 
during this period as its production season from open 
fields comes to an end and supply diminishes compared 
to demand. The average price of bread also increased by 
an estimate of 33 percent  across the monitored 

governorates, this will lead to limited access among 
most Syrian families, considering that bread is an 
important staple food in Syria. 

 The continued devaluation of the Syrian Pound against 
other foreign currencies within the informal exchange 
market has resulted in constant market price volatility, 
supply chain constraints and inflation. The purchasing 
power of the local currency has been greatly impacted 
across most governorates.  

 Fuel shortage continues to persist in most governorates; 
this has added challenges to farmers who rely on fuel 
for land preparation, transportation and other 
agriculture value chain activities during the current 
winter season. The fuel shortage is putting financial 
pressure on farmers as it effects on the overall 
production costs. There was a notable 21percent  
increase in the average price of diesel fuel month on 
month (m-o-m). 

 The prevailing high cost of agriculture inputs in the local 
market will continue limiting access, especially for 
vulnerable smallholder farmers, since the Government’s 
subsidized sources are unable to meet the farmer’s full 
requirements. The existing constraints, besides Covid-19 
impact on supply chains and the impact of economic 
sanctions on Syria will continue to affect importation 
and exportation of most agricultural inputs and raw 
materials.  
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COVID-19 has continued to exacerbate further challenges 
among Syrian families from the beginning of November 2020. 
According to WHO regular updates, reports show that the 
number confirmed COVID-19 cases by the Ministry of Health 
(MoH), as of 30 of November 2020 are 7,797 cases. Of these, 
413 have died and 3,500 have recovered. The areas of concern 
are densely populated areas, notably in Damascus and Rural 
Damascus, Aleppo, Homs, in addition to Internally Displaced 
People (IDP) camps and informal settlements in Northeast 
Syria. Collective shelters throughout the country, as well as 
other areas, including Deir-Ez-Zor, are also areas of concern. 
The elderly continue to be at higher risk, including people with 
underlying health conditions. Vulnerable IDPs, refugees and 
healthcare workers, who may not have adequate personal 
protective equipment (PPE). Farmers and sector partners are 
encouraged to continue practicing Covid-19 preventative 
measures that include wearing of masks, sanitizing of hands 
and maintaining social distancing as we engage in various 
agriculture-based livelihood activities.  

Agriculture Commodity and Input Prices  

Wheat: No major change was observed for the wheat seed 
prices obtained through the General Organization for Seed 
Multiplication (GOSM), as the supportive price of 450 SYP/kg 
remains the same in November 2020 for the winter season. 
However, the wheat seed only meets at least 50 percent of a 
farmer’s needs. In the local markets, wheat seed average prices 
increased by 13 percent m-o-m (Figure 2). Due to the limited 
financial resources, some farmers are relying on seed saved 
from previous seasons. Rural Damascus recorded the highest 
notable price of wheat seed, similar to October 2020, with a 
selling price of 800 SYP per 1 kg in the local market, while Homs 
governorate recorded a slight increase of 3 percent. There was 
a 13 percent average increase in the price of 1 kg of wheat 
seed obtained from the local market across all the monitored 
governorates.  

Barley 

Based on data collected in November 2020, there were 
significant changes in barley seed prices. Some governorates 
reported decreases while some showed some increases. There 
were notable decreases in barley seed prices in the local 
markets in Al-Hasakeh and Hama governorates m-o-m. 
However, there was a rise m-o-m in local markets in Tartous, 
Deir-ez-Zor, Aleppo and Homs governorates. An average m-o-m 
price increase of 6 percent was recorded across the monitored 
sites and the barley seed price was highest in Rural Damascus 
with a selling price of 700 SYP per 1 kg in the local market 
(figure 3). For barley seed obtained through GOSM, the 
supported or subsidised price is 200 SYP per kg continued 
without changes in November 2020.  

Topdressing Fertilizer 

The Agriculture Bank provides each farmer with Granular 
Nitrate Fertilizer by an average support price of 211 SYP per kg. 
However; the top-dressing fertilizer from the Agriculture Bank 
does not cover more than a third of the farmer’s needs; 
therefore, the farmers purchased the rest of their 
requirements from the local market at an average price of 
1,161 SYP per kg. The highest price continues to persist in Dar’a 
at 1,350 SYP per kg, while the price in Homs reached 680 SYP 
per kg, recording the lowest price across the monitored 
locations and governorates in November 2020.  

As observed in October 2020, bringing in quality fertilizer, and 
other agriculture inputs from neighbouring countries, 
contributes to the high price observed together with the 
devaluation of the local currency. In addition, the high 
transportation cost, which is also included on top of the selling 
price by local traders, also play a role in pushing the cost up.   

 

 



 

 

Phosphate fertilizer 

The Agriculture Bank mostly provides the phosphate fertilizer 
at a supported, or subsidised, average price of 240 SYP per kg. 
Farmers reported purchasing the rest of their needs from the 
local market at an average price of 857 SYP per kg. The highest 
price of phosphate was recorded in Hasakeh at 1,340 SYP per 
kg in November 2020, rising more than three-fold compared to 
October 2020 prices, which was 400 SYP per kg for the same 
governorate. The lowest price was observed in Aleppo at a 
price of 600 SYP per kg, while the price increase has reached a 
percentage of 6 percent in Deir-ez-Zor governorate. The 
average price increase of 24 percent was noted across the 
monitored governorates m-o-m. It is Important to note is that 
application of phosphate fertilizer comes before seeding, and 
the observed price increase could be attributed to the 
increased demand due to the onset of the winter planting 
season. 

Pesticides  

Crop-protection agro-chemicals (i.e. pesticides), which include 
insecticides, fungicides and herbicides remain available across 
all the 35 monitored districts, yet, it is  generally expensive for 
most farmers compared to pre-crisis prices. This results that 
pesticides are applied at below the recommended or 
efficacious rate, or not used at all, due to the limited access 
because of the expensive cost. Furthermore, most of the 
pesticides in the local market are of uncertain origin and the 
quality is difficult to determine. This is because some 
unapproved crop protection material continue to find their way 
into the local market.  

Insecticides are available at an average price of 43,177 SYP 
per litre, with an increase of almost 7 percent from October 
2020. For herbicides prices, November 2020 witnessed a slight 
decrease of 5 percent in the average price compared to prices 
recorded in October 2020. The average price recorded at 
21,708 SYP per litre across the 35 sites.  Hama governorate has 
recorded the highest price of 35,200 SYP per litre, representing 
a 92 percent m-o-m increase. However, there was a significant 
price-drop of 57 percent for the  herbicides in Hasakeh 
governorate (from 50,000 SYP per litre to 21,600 SYP per litre 
m-o-m.  

For Fungicides, the average price of a litre of fungicide 
increased by 6 percent m-o-m.  The highest price was recorded 
in Aleppo at 110,000 SYP per litre. Tartous also recorded a high 
price at 97,000 SYP per litre. However, Dará and Hasakeh 
recorded a slight decrease of fungicide’s prices, as highlighted 
in figure 8.  

 

Diesel Fuel   

The government has allocated a specific amount of diesel fuel 
for farmers as an endeavour to support the agriculture sector. 
The farmers can access fuel through a subsidised price of 185 
SYP per litre. There was a significant m-o-m increase of 21 
percent in the average diesel fuel price in the local markets 
reached 16,860 SYP per 20 litre (see figure 9). Hama 
governorate recorded the highest diesel fuel price of 25,000 
SYP per20 litres, while the price in Hasakeh was 2,080 SYP for 
the same amount, representing the lowest diesel fuel price 
across all monitored sites. Most farmers across the monitored 
sites have to rely on the expensive local market to cover the 
unmet diesel fuel needs. The availability and subsequent price 
changes of fuel and other energy sources will need to be 
continuously monitored as this may have ripple effects on land 
preparation, and subsequently agriculture production and 
processing.   

 

  



 

 

Food Prices  

There was a notable m-o-m increase in average food prices for 
7 out of 15 food commodities (tomato, bread, eggplant, sugar, 
potato, sunflower oil and olive oil) monitored across the 35 
locations. Bread recorded a 33 percent m-o-m average price 
increase, while there was a slight m-o-m increase (5 percent) in 
wheat flour. The highest price of bread was recorded in 
Hasakeh with a selling price 275 SYP per pack (Rabta) (see 
figure 10). This can be attributed to the transportation costs 
incurred and incorporated to the consumer-selling price by 
intermediaries, as they sell the bread in distant or rural 
locations in Hasakeh governorate. Hasakeh governorate 
recorded the lowest price of wheat flour with a selling price for 

738 SYP per kg (figure 11).   

The highest average price increase of 74 percent was recorded 
for tomato, which is readily available in Dar’a and are sold for 
450 SYP per kg. While in Hasakeh, a one kilogram of tomato is 
being sold for 1,563 SYP. According to FAO market observation 
within the monitored markets, the prices of tomatoes were 
quite varied, as highlighted in figure 12.  For potatoes and 
eggplants, the average price increase was 23 percent and 26 
percent respectively m-o-m) as presented in figure 13(.  
Hasakeh recorded the highest price for both tomatoes and 
eggplants in November 2020, at a selling price of 1,563 SYP and 
825 SYP respectively. Chicken and sheep meet prices remained 

constant m-o-m, yet, there were slight increase in the prices of 
eggs and rice in some Governorates m-o-m.  

For oil, both olive and sunflower oil prices increased by 15 
percent and 19 percent respectively m-o-m (as highlighted in 
figures 14 and 15). The highest price for olive oil (7,500 SYP per 
litre) for was recorded in Rural Damascus, while the price of 

sunflower oil reached 5,000 SYP per litre in the same 
governorate.   

 

 



 

 

Table 1: Average Price in SYP  for Agriculture Inputs in  for October and November 2020 

  Month Items Homs Hama Aleppo 
Tar-
tous 

Deir-ez
-Zur 

Rural 
Da-

mascu
s 

Hasa-
keh 

Dar’a 
Aver-
age 

price 

Mon-on-
mon 
(Percent 
increase) 

1 
October Wheat 

seeds/ 1kg 
GOSM 

450 450 450 450 450 - 450 450 450 
  

0% November 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 

2 
October Wheat 

seeds /1kg 
local market 

600 554 475 525 408 800 500 600 558 
  

13% November 780 554 550 800 500 800 430 650 633 

3 
October Barley 

seeds/ 1 kg 
GOSM 

200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 
  

0% November 200 200 200 200 200 0 200 200 200 

4 
October Barley 

seeds /1kg 
local market 

550 573 450 450 400 700 350 583 507 
  

6% November 640 502 525 600 500 700 255 583 538 

5 

October Nitrate ferti-
lizers /1kg, 
Agriculture 

Bank 

198 193 - 200 300 200 - 195 214 

  
-1% 

November 198 193 193 200 300 200 0 195 
211 

6 
October Nitrate ferti-

lizers /1kg , 
Local Market 

680 1,233 1,200 1,300 800 1,200 400 1,200 1,002 
  

16% November 680 1,233 1,200 1,300 1,200 1,300 1,022 1,350 1,161 

7 

October Phosphate 
fertiliz-
ers /1kg 

Agriculture 
Bank 

245 237 - 240 300 240 - 240 250 

  
-4% 

November 245 237 293 240 300 240 0 240 
240 

8 

October Phosphate 
fertiliz-

ers /1kg, 
Local Market 

680 750 600 800 500 900 400 883 689 

  
24% 

November 680 750 600 800 800 1,000 1,340 883 
857 

9 
October Average 

pesticides /1 
liter 

35,000 23,800 80,000 40,000 25,333 44,500 35,000 40,000 40,454 
  

7% November 35,000 53,000 80,000 40,000 25,333 44,500 28,250 39,333 43,177 

10 
October Average 

fungicides/ 1 
liter 

30,800 28,800 
110,00

0 
97,000 21,333 46,250 28,000 43,667 

50,731 
  

6% 
November 32,200 52,000 

110,00
0 

97,000 21,333 46,250 27,200 42,333 
53,540 

11 
October Average 

herbicide /1 
liter 

23,400 18,300 22,000 14,500 16,667 18,750 50,000 18,333 22,744 
  

-5% November 23,200 35,200 22,000 14,500 16,667 20,500 21,600 20,000 21,708 

12 
October Gallon diesel 

fuel(20) 
liters 

15,600 11,500 17,000 17,000 10,000 18,000 3,000 19,500 13,950 
  

21% November 14,600 25,200 18,000 17,000 18,000 20,000 2,080 20,000 16,860 



 

 

Table 2: Average Food Prices in SYP for October and November 2020  

   Items Homs Hama Aleppo Tartous 
Deir-ez-

Zur 
Rural Da-
mascus 

Hasakeh Dará 
Average 

price 

Mon-
on-

mon 
(Perce

nt 
in-

crease
) 

1 
October 

Bread (1 pack) 
125 105 125 115 100 100 100 100 109  

November 131 150 125 125 150 100 275 100 145 33 % 

2 
October 

Flour/1 Kg 
1,080 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,063 1,000 1,000 1,018  

November 1,060 1,160 1,100 1,250 1,200 1,063 738 1,000 1,071 5 % 

3 
October 

Sugar /1Kg 
1,160 1,280 1,100 1,275 1,200 1,325 1,100 1,300 1,218  

November 1,330 1,460 1,300 1,275 1,400 1,525 1,563 1,300 1,394 15 % 

4 
October 

Rice /1 Kg 
1,300 1,550 1,700 1,550 1,300 2,000 1,500 1,450 1,544  

November 1,400 1,540 1,800 1,550 1,300 1,900 1,350 1,450 1,536 O % 

5 
October  Eggs (one 

dozen) 

5,120 4,830 5,000 5,250 5,500 5,300 4,125 5,167 5,036  

November 5,300 5,000 5,000 5,250 5,000 4,500 5,250 5,167 5,058 0.00 

6 
October Cow Milk /1Li-

tre 

720 840 725 825 617 775 800 667 746  

November 830 900 775 875 625 888 775 667 792 6 % 

7 
October Sheep Milk /1 

Litre 

- 1,600 1,350 - 800 - 1,000 933 1,137  

November 0 1,400 1,350 0 1,000 0 900 933 1,117 -2 % 

8 
October Chicken 

meat/1kg 

4,690 3,650 4,000 3,750 5,000 3,500 2,650 3,400 3,830  

November 4,620 3,220 3,600 4,550 4,667 3,500 3,200 3,400 3,845 0.00 

9 
October Sheep 

meat /1kg 

15,700 15,400 14,750 17,000 14,000 14,750 14,500 14,667 15,096  

November 14,800 15,700 14,750 17,000 14,833 14,750 14,250 14,667 15,094 0.00 

1
0 

October 
Cow meat 1kg 

14,600 13,000 13,500 14,750 14,000 12,625 14,500 13,167 
13,768  

November 12,800 14,000 13,500 14,750 14,000 12,625 14,250 13,167 13,636 -1 % 

1
1 

October 
olive oil /1 liter 

4,780 5,900 5,500 6,000 5,500 6,000 5,000 6,167 5,606  

November 6,650 6,500 6,000 6,250 6,600 7,500 6,100 6,167 6,471 15 % 

1
2 

October Sunflower oil/1 
liter 

3,540 3,560 3,600 3,600 3,600 3,700 2,813 3,800 3,527  

November 4,500 4,480 4,300 4,050 4,400 5,000 3,050 3,800 4,198 19 % 

1
3 

October 
Tomatoes/1 kg 

620 570 500 750 500 600 725 450 589  

Nov 1,250 1,000 800 1,325 1,000 800 1,563 450 1,023 74 % 

1
4 

October 
Potatoes /1 kg 

400 410 400 425 500 388 500 383 426  

November 470 500 450 425 633 638 675 383 522 23 % 

1
5 

October 
Eggplant /1 kg 

370 375 500 375 200 400 388 342 369  

November 400 480 600 375 200 500 825 342 465 26 % 

DISCLAIMER: The information in this bulletin comes from monthly market surveys conducted informally by FAO field staff. While FAO 

Syria strives to provide accurate and timely early warning information, there may be slight unintended technical or factual inaccura-

cies. Decisions based on information contained herein are the sole responsibility of the reader. 

For further information, please contact: Jameson Zvizvai – Agriculture-based Livelihoods Coordinator  - Jameson.Zvizvai@fao.org  

Rosa Jarary – Monitoring and Evaluation Officer -Rosa.Jarary@fao.org  


