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FSAC chaired early warning information working group meeting under the co-leadership of 

ministry of agriculture, irrigation and livestock on 23rd February 2016 to foresee impact of market 

prices and agro climatic conditions on food security and agriculture. Following are the key 

messages as the outcome of the meeting; 

-  Market price for major food items (Wheat, wheat flour, rice, oil and sugar) slightly 

increased but within a normal limit in comparison with the last month, whereas in 

comparison with same time last year it remain almost the same, and in comparison with 

last five year average prices increased significantly.  

- Terms of trade remain almost the same in comparison with last month but it deteriorated 

significantly in comparison with same time last year and with five year average.  

- While we expected above average precipitation this season due to the ongoing El Nino 

event, it seems that so far this has not happened. 

- The extent of snow covered area is below average, and snow water content of the pack 

appears to be generally low too.  While basins in the North have accumulations of snow 

water equivalent (SWE) that are about average, basins in the West and South are well 

below average according to the model.  In the basins of the East, early season SWE 

accumulations tracked at about average, but recently they show signs of leveling off to 

be below average for this time of year. 

- Near-surface air temperatures will be above-average through at least May 2016. There is 

an elevated risk that periods of freezing or frost could damage tree crops, as blooming is 

likely to happen earlier than usual. 

- There will be a near-average risk of flooding during spring 2016, which reflects 

expectations for near-average snow accumulation. 

- During the primary 2016 staple season from March – August, it is most likely that the 

availability of water for irrigation will be normal but if situation remain same than for the 

2nd seasonal crop we can face some reduction.  

Thanks to MAIL, FEWSNET, WFP and FAO for the quality information and contribution during the 

meeting. MAIL and EWIWG presentations are already shared with partners via email and can be 

accessed via link  

http://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/early_working_group_meeting_presentations_mail_f

ewsnet.pptx. 
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