
Key Assessment Findings 

Figure 1: Water, vegetation and pasture availability 

 
Poor water availability, vegetation and pasture conditions prevailed throughout 
the Kremit rainfall months (June –September 2022.)  

 Majority (69%), of the Woredas analyzed in September reported poor water 
availability. The observation is the same as the average reported for the past 
four months since the start of the Kremit rainfall season. Similarly, poor vege-
tation and pasture conditions were reported in 75 percent of reporting 
Woredas, while the average since the start of the season stood at 77 percent.  

 This is consistent with poor performance of Kremit rainfall observed in bi-
modal rainfall administrative zones located in eastern and southern Oromia 
(Arsi, West Arsi, East Hararghe, West Hararghe, Guji, West Guji, Bale, East 
Bale), most of Sidama region, most of South Western Ethiopia and most ad-
ministrative zones of SNNPR region (Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro, Konso, South 
Omo and Wolayita) as reported by the FAO Global Information and Early 
Warning System (GIEWS) reports. These areas received very little rainfall (less 
than 30mm) in September 2022. Based on the Seasonal Calendar in Figure 2, 
the Kremit rainfall season is expected to end in September.  

 In October the Deyer/Hageya season is expected to start in most of Somali 
region, eastern and southern Oromia and southern SNNPR. The season is ex-
pected to perform poorly according to early projections from Intergovernmen-
tal Authority on Development Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 
(ICPAC’s) Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum (GHACOF) 62 .  

Key Messages 

Meher rainfall of June to September has ended in majority of Meher cropping 
areas located in the northern, central, southern and western parts of the coun-
try. Crop harvesting begun in October across the country, and will continue 
until early January 2023. In drought-affected areas, there will be very minimal 
crop harvests, due to the poor rainfall. Specifically, very little harvest for leg-
umes, maize, sorghum and wheat is expected, based on information this as-
sessments. As observed, Term of Trade (TOT) for pastoralists remain to be 
negative, which continues to worsen the food access through markets food 
prices remain above the reach of most pastoral households whose animals 
have very low market value due to poor body conditions. 

 

Majority of the drought-affected areas are expected to shift into the Deyer/
Hageya rainfall season expected seasonally between October and December. 
Meteorological experts within the region have projected a pessimistic outlook 
suggesting a fifth consecutive poor season is likely. Drought conditions are like-
ly to continue if the projection materializes, which unfortunately will result in 
more livestock losses and increased food insecurity. If the Deyer/Hageya rain-
fall starts well, the water availability, pasture and vegetation conditions and 
livestock body conditions will improve in the short-term which will be good for 
pastoral households.  
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Overall poor performance of the Meher season in bi-modal rainfall 
areas that receive both Belg and Meher rainfall has been observed 
during the June to September 2022 period.   

 Due to poor Kremit rainfall performance significantly below 
normal harvests were expected for maize in 87 percent of 
woredas, for legume in 74 percent of woredas,  for sorghum in 
84 percent of woredas and for wheat in 54 percent  of woredas.  

 Given the poor Deyr/Hageya rainfall seasonal prediction, 
drought conditions are expected to continue affecting more 
areas in South West Ethiopia, Sidama, SNNP, Oromia and Soma-
li regions. Close monitoring of the start of the season in these 
areas is crucial to ensure timely adjustments in all the planned 
and ongoing agriculture livelihoods interventions.  

Figure 4: Livestock Body Conditions 



Poor livestock body conditions were reported throughout 

the Kremit season months across all livestock types.  

 No recovery in livestock body conditions has been ob-
served in September 2022. Up to 53 percent of assessed 
Woredas reported poor body conditions for goats. The av-
erage of Woredas reporting poor body conditions during 
the Kremit season months (June - September 2022) was 51 
percent. Currently, 58 percent of Woredas have reported 
poor body conditions for sheep, which is the same as the 
average for the four months . Cattle body conditions were 
reported to be poor in 75 percent of reporting Woredas 
(73 percent was the average for past four months). Camel 
body conditions were poor in 44 percent (45 percent or 
seasonal average).  

 
 With a poor October – December 2022 season predicted, 

livestock losses are likely to continue within the months of 
October to December 2022, unless the season starts in 
time and turns out better than predicted.  

Livestock Diseases  

 No significant outbreaks were reported in the assessed 
areas, however, common diseases for both goats, sheep 
and cattle were reported. 

 Normal disease cases for goats and sheep were report-
ed several administrative Zones namely: Zones 1 and 3 
in Afar; Arsi, Bale, East Bale, Borena, East Hararghe, 
Guji, West Guji in Oromia; Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro,  
Konso, South Omo and Wolayita in SNNP; and  Afder, 
Dawa, Liban and Shabelle in Somali. Reported disease 
include Contagious Caprine Pleuropneumonia (CCPP), 
pestes des petitis ruminants (PPR), diarrhoea , Sheep 
and Goat Pox (SGP) and Ovine pasteurellosis.  

 Reported seasonal cattle diseases include Lumpy Skin 
Disease (LSD), Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia 
(CBPP), Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and Anthrax).  

Livestock Migration 

A mixed situation observed in South Omo in SNNPR, Borena in Oromia and Shabelle in 
Somali region where there is a mix of higher than normal out-migration, in-migration 
and out-migration.  This reflects that within the zones there are locations, where some 
water and pasture is available, perhaps reflective of the 39 percent woredas that re-
ported fair and good water availability and/or the 25 percent that did not report poor 
pasture and vegetation availability in their woredas. However, the fact that the find-
ings show a few woredas with water, pasture and vegetation availability, means that 
there is high concentration of animals in those woredas which poses a serious risk to 
disease and natural resource conflicts.  



Assessed areas in September 2022.  In response to the pro-
tracted drought situation in the eastern and southern Ethio-
pia, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) Food Security Information Systems (FSIS) team 
and the Disaster Risk Management-Agriculture Task Force 
(DRM-ATF)  13 DRM ATF partners whose logos appear at the 
end of the report conducted key informant interviews used 
to produce the September 2022 drought monitoring report. 
Data was collected from 23 administrative zones  5 regions 
and special administrative areas as follows:  Afar (Zones 1 
and 3); Amhara (North Wello), Dire Dawa (Dire Dawa rural 
zone); 9 zones in Oromia (Arsi, Bale, Borena, East Bale, East 
Hararghe, Guji, West Arsi, West Guji and West Hararghe); 5 
zones in SNNPR (Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro, Konso, South 
Omo, Wolayita) and 5 zones in Somali (Afder, Daawa, Fafan, 
Korahe, Liban and Shabelle.  

 

Terms of Trade 

In food security analysis, assessing and monitoring the prices of livestock against the cereal quantity they can purchase in the market is important and 
commonly called terms of trade (TOT).  Most pastoral and agro pastoral households rely on incomes from the sale of livestock to purchase cereals and 
other food commodities. In September 2022, the below woredas reported having the lowest TOT where a family of six can buy cereal enough for only 2-
4 weeks per goat or sheep.  

 An analysis of the TOT of goats/sheep for cereal has deteriorated in two additional woredas increasing the number from twenty three (23) in August to 
twenty five (25) in September 2022. There is an increase in number of woredas reporting the lowest TOT of goat or sheep for cereal (maize), of two to four 
weeks of cereal sufficiency for a six-member household, from sale of one sheep or goat increased from twenty-three  in August to  twenty-five  in Sep-
tember. Among the twenty-five  are twelve woredas from Oromia region including Zeway Dugda and Dodota from Arsi zone;  Moyale (OR), Dire, Dhas, 
Dubluk and Arero from Borena zone;  Midhaga Tola from East Haraghe zone; Burqua Dhintu and Goba Koricha from West Haraghe zone; and   Shala from 
West Arsi. Woredas with poor TOT in SNNPR region  are Dasenech/Kuraz, Malie, Hammer in South Omo zone; Hadiya in Shashogo zone; Adillo in Kem-
bata Tembaro zone;  Abela Abaya and Kindo Koyesha in Wolayita zone.   In Somali region lowest TOT was observed in six woredas including Moyale in 
Daawa zone; Dolo Ado in Liban zone; Dolobay in Afder zone;  this category has increased from four to five from July to August namely , Adadle, Gode and 
Mustahil in Shabelle zone. 



Comparison of rainfall between 2022 and 2021 Meher 
seasons 

Overall less Meher rainfall was received in 2022 com-
pared to 2021, however, the impact of reduced rainfall 
in central, northern and western areas of the country 
will be negligible compared to  drought affected areas.  

  Central, northern and western areas received less 
rainfall during the June –September 2022 Meher 
season compared to same time in 2021. Despite 
these reductions, the crops produced in these are-
as received sufficient rainfall to allow for crops to 
reach maturation resulting in overall negligible im-
pacts on crop production. 

  Conversely, the reductions in rainfall in drought 
affected areas of eastern and south eastern Oromia 
(East and West Hararghe, Bale, East Bale, Guji West 
Guji);  Somali region administrative zones of Fafan, 
Siti, Erer and Liban); and parts of South Omo, Gamo 
and Wolayita zones of SNNPR resulted in significant 
damage to livelihoods as reported throughout the 
season.   

Agriculture Cluster response update 

 In August 2022, the Agriculture cluster estimated that approximately 7.2 million individuals or about 1.1 million households, out of about 10 million affected 

by the current drought required agricultural support by December 2022.  This number may increase if projections of a fifth poor rainfall season materialize. 
At the end of September, about 500,000 out of the 1.1 million households targeted by December 2022, had been reached with agriculture sup-
port interventions.  

 The cluster needed USD 132.7 million to respond to the drought until March 2023. To date the Agriculture Cluster has received 60 million USD 
(45.2%) thanks to the donor partners, leaving a funding gap of about USD 72.7 million.  
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