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Since the start of DRC Protection activities in Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar in January 2018, 
DRC Protection teams have been recording persistent concerns from refugees regarding the lack of 
access to cooking fuel and resulting protection risks. Refugees receive only dry rations as food 
assistance and in order to be able to cook their food have been resorting to various risky or harmful 
coping mechanisms, including: 

• collecting firewood in the host community lands and facing harassment and physical violence 
in the process;  

• selling parts of their food and NFI assistance to buy firewood, which results in insufficient food 
for family members, including children;  

• burning rubbish (including plastic, old clothes) as cooking fuel and exposing family members, 
including children, to hazardous chemicals. 

 
In order to address this problem, in December 2018, distribution of LPG (liquid petroleum gas) stoves 
and regular refilling of gas canisters was initiated by a number of humanitarian agencies in the majority 
of the camps covered by DRC Protection program. However, provision of this form of assistance has 
not been uniform and several camps remain unreached. Limited distribution of firewood or 
compressed rice husk briquets was reported by refugees as not sufficient to cover household needs 
for a full month. 
 
Following the start of LPG stove distribution, reports of violence related to collecting firewood have 
decreased in those camps monitored by DRC Protection program which received the stoves (camps 
2E, 2W, 5, 6, 7), while in those camps where such assistance has not been provided (8W, 13) or has 
been provided only to some blocks and not to all refugees (8E, 10, 11, 12, 14) DRC continues to receive 
reports of violent incidents, including sexual violence, as tensions between host communities and 
refugees over the limited resources continue to rise. Women and children are the most at risk of 
violence when collecting firewood, and female-headed households are the ones struggling the most 
from not having adequate access to firewood or LPG stoves as their ability to purchase firewood or 
alternative cooking fuels is lower as they generally have less income opportunities.  
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 In 2019, DRC provided case management assistance to 7 cases of persons suffering from violence 

related to firewood collection, including two cases involving children, while Protection Monitoring 

teams continue to receive information about other incidents which do not get referred to DRC. 

While access to LPG stoves has helped to reduce a number of protection risks for the refugees in Cox’s 
Bazar, it has also brought a number of new risks to physical safety as a result of the way this assistance 
is provided:  

• Refugees are not familiar with LPG stoves as the vast majority have relied on solid cooking fuel 
their entire lives 

• Stoves are distributed to male members of the family who receive information about how to 
use a stove. However, it is the female family member who end up using the stoves for cooking, 
without having received any instruction 

 
Since January 2019, DRC Protection team has provided assistance to 11 cases as a result of fire 
incidents related to the use of LPG stoves and has recorded multiple other incidents where protection 
assistance was not required.  
 

1. International donor agencies to allocate dedicated funding for cooking fuel as a form of assistance 
to ensure uniform coverage of all camps. 

 
2. IOM, Site Management Support (SMS) agencies and other humanitarian agencies involved in 

provision of NFI assistance to prioritise provision of LPG stoves in camps 8W, 13 and 14 and ensure 
provision of sufficient cooking fuel to in order to address the need until LPG gas stoves can be 
provided in these camps.  

 
3. WFP and other humanitarian agencies involved in provision of food assistance to advocate for 

consistent access to safe cooking fuel options in all refugee camps.  
 
4. Humanitarian agencies involved in distribution of LPG stoves and fuel to provide proper 

guidance on the safe instalment and usage of the LPG gas stoves through awareness sessions in 
the blocks, and not only to the persons collecting the items from the distribution points. 

A 16-year-old boy went to collect firewood as he is the only male in his family and his mother has to take 

care of his 3 younger sisters. When he went to the forest near the army road, some host community men 

approached him, took him the house of one of the host community persons and tied him and beat him 

severely. The host community men then told the boy that they would not let him go until the boy’s family 

paid 2000 taka. The boy managed to escape and get back to his family. 

A 13-year-old girl went to the forest to collect firewood for her family. Suddenly, some people from host 

community approached her and asked her why she was collecting wood and said, ‘This forest is only ours!’ 

They then beat her with sticks until she was bleeding and left her in the forest. The girl made it back to her 

home and her family reached out to DRC Protection team who took the child to a hospital.  

 


