
Minutes of the 10th Plenary Meeting
Working Group of the Local Consultative Group for

Agriculture, Food Security and Rural Development (LCG-AFSRD)

Chair:
Co-Chair:

Venue:

Date and time:

Mr, Md Nasiruzzarnan, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
Mr. Robert D. Simpson, FAO Representative in Bangladesh

Online Zoorn meeting initiated from the conference room, Ministry
of Agriculture
28 April 2020, 10 a.m, to 12:10 p.m,

Agenda:
1. Welcome and lntroduction by Ministry of Agriculture and FAO

2, Confirmation of minutes of the gth LCG-AFSRD meeting
3. Status of progress of decision of the gth LCG meeting
4. Priority actions to address the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on agriculture inputs,

field crops and horticulture crops
5. Presentation of programmes and initiatives taken by Consultative Group for lnternational

Agricultural Research (CGIAR) on behalf of DPs to address the impact of COVID-19 on

agriculture
6, Presentation of FAO's assessment methodology on the impact of COVID-19 on agriculture

food security and nutrition
7. Open discussion
8. Miscellaneous(lfanyi
9. Closing remarks

Mr Md. Nasiruzzaman, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Chair of the LCG-AFSRD, welcomed

all participants to the L0th LCG meeting taking piace during the COVID-19 pandemic. He

acknowledged the role and continuous support of the Development Partners (DPs) In the journey

of development in agriculture, food security, and nutrition in Bangladesh. The on-going pandemic

has led to loss of lives and assets across the world and Bangladesh. He said that at present Boro

rice is at the harvesting stage, This is a vital crop and we shall have to harvest it successfully.

Governmet is well ahead with necessary support to the farmers, he mentioned. He said that more

than 60% ofthe boro paddy has already been harvested and government provided paddy reapers

and combined harvesters to the farmer to expedite the harvesting process. Movement of
agriculture workers from the other districts to the haor region had been facilitated by various

support frorn the government administration and hope that we will be able to harvest the crop

successfully, he mentioned.
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\Mr' Md' Nasiruzzaman emphasized the importance of conducting a quick impact assessment onthe effect of the pandemic to crops, fisheries, and livestock and requested FAo to lead the studyin collaboration with Development Partners^ He added that Dps should come forward withprojects to support the agriculture sector and to work together with MoA during this emergencysituation' our farmers urgently need support to receive agricurturar inputs for rnaintaining thenext crop production cycle and Sovernment is conscious about the issues. Development partners
should come up with their interventions. with this background speech, the honourable chairrequested honourable co_chair to deliver his speech.

Mr' Robert D' simpson, FAo Representative in Bangladesh, expressed his appreciation andgratitude to the chair and MoA for arranging this meeting under such a crrtical situation. Heappreciated the participants for their gracious presence and excellent support. He thanked all ofthe development partners for standing together. He emphasized Dp's need to provide technicalsupport during this global challenge and to keep the agricurturar supply chain open to ensurefood security and nutrition for the people. For common understanding about the currentsituation this is an opportunityto listen, share and explore thoughts of different Dps, governmentand NGos working for the development of food security and nutrition of the country. At thismoment' it is not only sufficient to produce more food but also to ensure suppry of nutritiousfood for the people of Bangladesh. we can investigate how to support the vulnerable farrners ofBangladesh under the leadership of MoA.

The honorable chair then requested the anchor to proceed following the agenda of themeeting.

Discussion:

&genclir 3": c*nfirrn;rtion of minutes of the gth LCG-ArsRil m*etin6
Ms' Maksuma Akter, Deputy secretary ilc-2), MoA, read out the decisions of the 9rh meeting andprogress towards implernentation of the decisions. Participants expressed their satisfaction with

l::,:XfI;i,T:fl..:;ll::n -"ement on rhe decisions. rherefore, erh LCG_AFSRD Meeting

Agenda 2: Status ,,f prmgress *f deels!*n *f the sth LC6 ftfi**ting
Ten decisions were taken in the 9rh LCG meeting herd on, 27rh February, 2020,and country-wide vacation, communication disruptrons and fockdown started
2020, no significant progress was achieveci. However,

Due to CO\itD-19

from 25th March

Ag*nda 3: Fri*rity acti,,ns t* ae{dness th* irnpeet of *sv{s-L$ p*nd*nnic *n agricuitur*:, ingluts,fiekl er*ps and h*rtic*lture *rops
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Dr. Md Abdur Rouf, Additional Secretary (PPC), MoA, delivered a brief presentation on priority

actions to address the problems created by COVID-19 in the agricultural sector. He mentioned

thatthe role of agriculture is important in enhancing productivity, profitability and employment

generation in the rurat areas for improving the welbeing of vast population' The COVID-19

pandemic is already directly affecting food systems through impacts on food supply, demand,

and indirectly through decreases in purchasing power. The capacity to produce and distribute

food, and the intensification of care tasks, all of which will have differentiated impacts and wili

more strongly affect the poor and vulnerable. Movement restrictions necessary to contain the

spread of the virus simultaneously threaten to disrupt the entire food supply chain - from

production to processing, packaging, transporting, marketing and consumption. This would leave

already vulnerable populations facing a growing reality of even further constrained access to food

due to shortages, high food prices and curtailed incomes. Labour shortages could furtlrer disrupt

the food supply chain, while informal labourers will be hard hit by iob and income losses.

At present the development trend in value chain management (contract farming, improved

market management, organizing growers of high value produce, capacity building of growers in

Good Agriculture Practice, branding, transaction, processing and value addition) may continue

profit to farming activities, though expected to be less. With business unusual case, with

enhanced threat of corona virus situation with aggressive effect in the production process with

resilient farming system may affect the supply lines, particularly output market. However, scaling

up of quality input supply and increasing grip of the hazard managernent by different actors (with

better understanding of the management of virus synchronized with knowledge and logisticsi

may help in increasing production and getting off the sudden price fall at the producer level.

ls such critical context both short and long term measures are very much required. lnvesting in

safeguarding livelihoods and food production and access at the very onset of the crisis wiil be

critical to mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and related containment efforts' This

will also have a high return of investment in terms of securing food access and reducing the need

for sustained food assistance. Considering allthe above aspects following l<ey priority measures

are needed to be well addressed to face the challenges created by COVID-19 in crop subsector in

Bangladesh:

To assess the overall impact of COVID-19 on crop subsector;

Continuing and scaling-up ias needed) distributions of quality agricultural inputs {seeds,

fertilizer, machineries, pesticides & credit facilities);

r Ensuring timely supply of quality seed from both home and abroad for l(harif-1, Kharif-ll

and next Rabi season;

Supporting livelilroocJ diversification and home-based food production ie.g' backyard

gardens) to ensure further fresh food availability and income;

Reducing post-h arvest losses;

Ensuring safeguard of the health of farmers and food workers across the whole value

chain in compliance with national public health mitigation measures;

a
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' supporting food processing, transport, marketing, storing with specific focus on

vulnerable smallholder farmers food workers;
r Mobilizing communities and raising covlD-19 awareness through Farmer Groups;r Training local authorities, extension personnel, farmer groups, women and youth groups

on safeguard and best practices to mitigate risk of infection; andr Developing Digital Marketing platform.

Ministry priority area ; Research and Development; Agro-processing; Agricultural Marketing;value chain Development; Efficient use of Agricultural lnputs; Mechanization; soil HealthManagement; Post Harvest Management(Yield gap minimize); prioritization /extension of GreenTechnologies; water economy/Efficient use of water; Entrepreneurship development, etc.

dager"lda 4; $rresentatisn *f prograurs and initlatirres taken i:y ccnsr-rltative Group forint*rnatis:mal &gricultura! fieseareh {e6!A${} CIn b*half cf DFs tr: address the irnpact of covtD-L9 pxnderi.ric cxx af;!"ieultL!re

Dr' Tirnothy J' Krupnik, country Representative for Research and partnerships, clMMyr,briefly presented an overview of the prograrnrne and initiatives taken by the cGIAR centers-
including clMMYT, lFPRi, lRRl, and worldFish-under perspective of coVlD-19 pandemic. He saidthat a rapid survey is going on regarding perishable items, horticulture, fisheries, poultry,
mechanized harvesting, labour, and prlce distortion issues. lnitial data indicate that the supplychain of feed has been distorted, consequently the livestock and also dairy sectors are likely tobe affected' cGIAR has initiatives through proiects and in response to covrD to collect data onagricultural productivity, labor dynamics, nutrition, and is assisting in advising for safe supplychain management' Additional concerns are for the service sectors: the hotel industry and foodindustry are also affected by covlD-19, he mentioned. He said that cGIAR is acting globally undera one cGIAR approach as a research centre and conducting global level cloud sour.ing, criticaldata supply and recommending high level policy lssues with other development partners toreduce the impact of coVlD-19. Details of these topics can be found in the Appended letter sent
by the cGtAR centers to Mr Md. Nasiruzzaman, Honorable Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture andleadership of respective line-agencies within the Ministry of Agriculture, on April 2a,202a.
on behalf of woridFish, Dr. Tim informed that they are also conducting telephonic survey on fishsupply chain to find out impact of covlD-19 in the fisheries sector. Finally he suggested for takinginitiative to:

r Ensure medium-term access to finance for rural and urban poorr Delivering seeding equipment and crop harvesting machineriesr Tal<ing initiative to ensure suppry of maize seed for the next cropping seasonr Enhancing price monitoring system and responses plan for agricultural commodities andinputs

Dr' Akhter Ahmed, Country Representative, lFPRl, mentioned that in response to the low paddyprice during Boro paddy procurement last year, the Ministry of Agriculture commissioned lFpRl
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to conduct a study to (3.) assess to what extent boro farmers could sell their paddy to the
Government at the announced procurement price in 2019; (2)evaluate the efficacy of the direct
paddy procurement; and (3) examine ways to improve the procurement system. IFPRI submittecl
the report to the Ministry of Agriculture. ln addition, IFPRI is planning a series of telephone
surveys/ which will collect information from low-income households (landless daily wage
laborers, rickshaw/van pullers, transport workers, etc.); farmers (particularly smallholder
farmers); traders/businesses (particularly small traders and actors in the aquaculture, rice,
vegetable, livestock, and pulses value chains); and capture the gendered impacts of COVID-19"
The surveys will explore what kinds of economic shocks these households are facing, the size and
nature of internal labour migration, what type of assistance they are receiving, and so on.
Currently, many people need assistance who did not face such probfems before, These groups of
people are adopting negative coping strategies by eating less food and selling their productive
assets, which can create long-term impacts on poverty.

Dr. Humnath Bhandari, lRRi Representative Bangladesh mentioned that lRRl is conducting
some micro-level activities to identify the short-term and long-term impacts of COVID-19 on
rice farrning system:

Telephone surveys to understand the challenges faced by farmers, dearers,
consu m er5

What is the market situation? What are available in the market and what are the
ch a llenges?

He said that they assume 20o/oto 30% increase of rice price, during ramadan onion and rice prices
are higher. lt is expected that successful harvest of Eoro rice will reduce the marl<et price of rice,
he mentioned. Mr, Bhandari also informed that as a research organisation, they are observing
Giobal lmport - Export price scenarion of rice. lRRl is looking at China and lndla's export and
import status; policies taken by Philippines, lndonesia and other major rice exporting countries
and doing the global rice price scenario analysis. He said that lRftl is continuing policy brief and
blogs: what is happening globally in 2020 and other Challnges of Aus paddy production in coming
season. Finally Mr. Bhandari assured that lRRl is committed to support the government and will
be beside MoA whenever needed.

ln summary, the CGIAR centers reiterated their unique position as a consortium of research
institutions conducting agricultural production and policy research in the country.They
reinforced their commitment to assist the Government of Bangladesh in planning and
implementing appropriate COVID-19 responses from a food systems angle.

&g*niJa 5 Fnus**tatiom on th* f,.&il's ms****rnE:mt m*t!r*d*l*gy *m in:pil*:t sf emvi[3-1g in
agrieulture f*eiei s*e urity and nr"rtritir*;r.

/){
lL- )



Mr' Robert D simpson, FAo Representative in Bangladesh, made a brief presentation on therapid impact assessment of coVlD*L9 on the agriculture food security and nutrition ofBangladesh^ He expf ained the overall objecilve as follows:

o ldentify and monitor risks to food and nutrition security stemming fronr coVlD-Lg anddevelop subsequent control measures
r lnform humanitarian and resilience programming, investrnents in the food system andpolicy interventions:

o lmpacts on farmers
o price changes at farm gate and rnarkets
o understand vurnerabirities in suppry chains/food systemso Effects on consumers and impacts on farmerso To add to the body of knowledge and support development of a n overa llcoordinated COVID-19 response plan for food systems

Based on the initiar findings he mentioned some of the key issues as forows:
lmmediate actions:

o Get the current crop successful
o Support open supply chains
o Agricultural stimulus package for harvest hit sectors-targeted at smallholders

o Upscaling of social protection
o Develop response plan

Longer-term actions:

o plan for September planting
o understand forces behind voratire prices and input supprieso Shorten supply chains
o Fiscal and financial support
o Policy implementation-commercialization, mechanizatron and diversification

Before closing' Mr' simpson provided several recommendations on how the LCG wG memberscould move forward on establishing a joint effort to assess and rnonitor the current foodsecurity and agriculture situation including:

- Distribute draft of the report to LCG wG members for a quick peer review- Estabrish a smail sub-commitree to review methodorogy, gaps in data, method toexpand primary data coilection {possibry jointry bv rnd, *rr,,roo and cGrARorgan;zations) and complete a desk studv- Periodic update to the report for a$sessment and monitoring
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Development of a food security and agriculture re:ponse plan that would bqan evolvins
docu ment

Finally, he welcomed comments and suggestions on the methodology and other relevant issues

of survey.

Agenda 6; Open discussion

Mr. Md. Nasiruzzaman mentioned that Bangladesh Bank announced 25 thousand crore BDT
stimulus package of loan at 4% interest for the greater agriculture sector. Under the COVID-1g
situation online marketing may be one of the innovative solutions. lt's very urgent to make sheds
forthe farmers market in "Shech Bhaban", seed supply issue is important, poultry ancl fisheries
sector need some more attention. He mentioned the recent initiatives taken by MoA. With this
short statement he opened the floor for discussion.

Mr. Asif Saleh, Executive Director, BRAC Bangladesh, mentioned that dairy farmers are struggling
as all companies except BRAC reduced their buying price and under this circumstance he wanted
to know that is there a policy response on imposing temporary ban on the import of powdered
miik? The localcompanies should be more aggressive to procure milk from localmilk producers,
he said. Mr. Saleh also mentioned that vegetable production is also hampered due to lack of
transport and low prices. He suggested for short-term support through low interest loan for the
small holder producers. He expressed his commitment that BRAC is always available to support
the farmers and the government in all aspect.

Mr. Omer Zafar, Country Director for Bangladesh and the Maldives of IFAD, said that IFAD is

bilaterally working with MOA, LGED, Pl(SF, World Bank, microcredit regulatory authority, pKSF to
support the micro finance activity and they are engaged in crop production, fisheries, livestock
under different projects, IFAD also support data collection and analysis, transport and logistic
support for supply of inputs and facilitating the crop harvest to address the COVID-19 impacts
through the partners, he mentioned. He also advised to find outthe possibilitiesto collect funds
from the ongoing projects for combating with the challenge of COVID-1"9. He said, tFAD is positive
to extend support following the request from the government side.

Mr. Mohammad Yousuf, Director General (Additional Secretary), Department of Agricultural
Marketing mentioned that at present 45 districts are under lockdown due to COVID-1.g. MoA
issued a directive to allow the transportation of agricultural commodities for keeping the supply
chain alive. Department of Agricultural Marketing is monitoring the process and collecting
necessary data on various agricultural products, he mentioned.

Mr. Raquibul Amin, Country Representative, IUCN Bangladesh, saici the people of the remote
areas in Chattogram Hill Tracts are undergoing a food crisis and consuming their seeds. This could
create a long-term impact of next season crop production and food security.We should think
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about the production and consumption of nontraditional crops
ch a llenge.

the hills to face the upcoming

Ms' lshrat Jahan, Regional Director, IFDC, Asia said that IFDC has a list of 2,000 farmers with cell
phone nunrbers and they can collect information and provided awareness creating messages
regarding COVID-1.9 situation to the listed farmers. She request FAO to inclucie information in
their assessment from progressive areas, moderately progressive areas and remote areas.
Particularly the situation is worse in Rangpur, Barguna and Bhola where government support is
lirnited, she mentioned.

Dr. shaikh Mohammad Bokhtiar, Executive Chairman, Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council
mentioned that MoA has taken initiatives and supported farmers to harvest the Boro paddy in
Haor areas. As of today 60% paddy successfully harvested, he said. He suggested to promote
agricultural mechanization and identified the need for technical advice on appropriate harvesting
equiprnent' CGIAR could provide additional information and examples frorn other countries for
intensifying land use in Eangladesh, he mentioned. Mr. Bokhtiar advised to promote homestead
and backyard farming engaging women to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 in the ruralareas,

Dr' Rashid Syeda Zinia frorn Switzerland Embassy mentioned that there are char areas in the
North Western part of Bangladesh and they are contributing reasonably to crop procluction and
livestock. lnvolvement of private sectors is encouraging to increase the production productivity,
she mentioned' She informed that tlrey are receiving short-term financial proposals from
different organization to provide quick support to minimize the impact of COVID-19 pandemic.

Mr. Md' Selim Uddin, Joint Secretary, Ministry of lndustries, mentioned that they are developing
agro-food processing policies which will promote the formation of agro food processing platform.
Expansion of agro-food processing industries will be able contribute in post COVID-19 situation.

Dr' Md. Abdul Muyeed, Director General, Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE), said that
the filed level work is going on for harvesting Boro paddy. Dr. Muyeed mentioned that health
issue of the farmers is crucial here and requested the development partners to provide necessary
logistic support for the field level workers and farmers to ensure their health safety during field
worl<s. Quality seed import and fertilizer supply should be ensured for the next cropping season
to get desired production of different crops, he mentioned. He emphasized the urge nt need of
short, medium and long-term strategy to combat with the COVID-19 induced situation. DAE
ernphasized on homestead garden vegetables production and is going to submit a project
proposal of homestead farming to ensure the productive utilization of the under used area of
homestead, he mentioned.

Mr. Christian Berger from World Bank mentioned that the World Bank is providing big project
support to the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock and activities under
those proiect will play important role to mitigate the impact of COVTD-19. He mentioned three
broad sectors for interventions; food security, livelihood improvement and one-health initiative.
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We need to develop short-term, medium-term and long-term strategies to face COVID-19
challenges. World Bank will mobilize funds under specific programmes and projects,

Ms. Lalita Bhattacharjee, Senior Nutrition Advisor, Meeting the Under Nutrition Challenge
(MUCH) Project of FAO, mentioned that healthy and nutrient-dense food should be included in
the food basket of COVID-19 affected people. We shall have to initiate awareness raising
programmes for taking nutritious vegetables in the daily diet, she mentioned. Milk powder
should not be given for the children under five, she suggested.

Mr. Shahin Yaqub, Consultant, Meeting the Under Nutrition Challenge (MUCH) project of F,AO,
said that considering the Ralrradan the food basket should be enriched with rneat, milk and eggs.
Under the perspective of COVID-19 the social protection networl< of government should be
extended, he thought. He suggested to strengthen awareness raising program on nutrition and
food safety issues on behalf of government, Dps and other actors.

Mr. Rezaul Karim, World Food Programme said that socialsafety net for poor farmers should be
increased through inclusion of new-poor group resulted from the COVID-Lg effect. There is lack
of coordination between Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MODMR) and Ministry of
Agriculture (MoA) in case of implementation of the programs under social protection and it needs
to minimize, he suggested.

&g*nd* ?: ek:sing remarks
At the end of the open discussion sessions the Chair and co-chair of the meeting summarized
the session. They highlighted the issues of rapid impact assessment, short term, medium term
and long-term plan of actions, coordination among all the stakeholders, maintaining the supply
chain of agricultural commodities and inputs, using the underutilized land and prornoting the
homestead farming, agricultural mechanization, credit support to the farmers, strengthening the
programs and project for livestock and fisheries, coordinated initiatives for harvesting the
present crops and solid planning for the next crops seasons, Both of them agreed that the
government, development partners and non-government organizations will have to worl< in a
collaborative way to face the challenge of COVID-19 and made the following decisions:

Decisions:

5l no Decision Responsible agencies

1. Rapid assessment on the impacts of COVTD-19 on
agricu Iture sector

FAO, CGTAR iN

collaboration with DPs

lL. Development of short term, medium term and long term
pian of actions to combat COVID-19 induced problems and
challenges for the agriculture sector

FAO, CG}AR, DPs and
MOA
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3. Strengthening coordination of the programmes under
Ministry of Food, Fisheries and Livestock, Ministry of
Disaster Management and Relief, Local Government
Division and other relevant ministries concerned to the
broader spectrum of agriculture, food security and nutrition

iAo, ccrA[, DPr, *d
MOA, M/F, M/FL

4. Promotion of homestead-based horticultural crop
production and backyard farming initiatives to ensure
famify needs of nutrition

MOA, FAO, NGO and

DPs

5. Promoting COVID-19 related awareness building
programmes for the farmers, all value chain and supply
chain actors under agriculture sector

MOA, CGIAR, FAO and

DPs

6. lnitiative for maintaining the supply chain of agricultural
products, machineries' and inputs for maintaining next
season crop production

MOA, FAO, CGIAR,

DPs

7. Support to establish a 'Model Safe Vegetables Market' in
Dhaka and to link farmers with thls market

FAO, MOA, DAM,
BADC

8. Formation of Working Groups on different areas namely
Logistics & value chain improvement, agricultural inputs for
production, lmpact Assessment, Market Monitoring and
stimulating demand, etc.

MOA, CGIAR, and
FAO

The meetin6 ended with vote of thanks from the Chair and Co-Chair:

CN\ruv4rEXg^A
Md Nasiruzzaman
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
and Chair, LCG-AFSRD

Robert D. Simpson
FAO Representative in Bangladesh,
and Co-Chair, LCG-AFSRD
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Participant List of  10th Meeting on LCG –AFSRD   
Held on  28/4/2020through Zoom  

 
 

SL Organization Name Designation Contact details 
1.  MoA Mr Md. 

Nasiruzzaman 
Secretary Ministry of Agriculture 

Bangladesh Secretariat 
Dhaka 1000 
Tel: +88 02 9540100, 
secretary@moa.gov.bd  

2.  FAO Mr Robert D 
Simpson 

FAO 
Representative in 
Bangladesh 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Tel: +88 02 9126673;  
Robert.Simpson@fao.org; FAO-BD@fao.org   

3.  MoA Dr Md. Abdur Rouf Additional 
Secretary 
 

Ministry of Agriculture 
Bangladesh Secretariat 
Dhaka 1000 
Tel: +88 02 9549658, 
addlsecyppc@moa.gov.bd; 
rouf63@yahoo.com  

4.  MoA Ms. Maksuma 
Akter 

Deputy Secretary Ministry of Agriculture 
Tel: +88 02 9545038, 
ds.fa2.moa2012@gmail.com; 
maksuma_munni@yahoo.com 

5.  MoA Mr Quazi Abdur 
Rayhan 

Deputy Secretary Ministry of Agriculture 
admin5@moa.gov.bd 
qarayhan@gmail.com 

6.  IFPRI Dr Akhter Ahmed 
 

Chief of Party 
 

International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI), Bangladesh Country Office, House 
10A, Road 35, Gulshan 2 
Dhaka, 1212, Bangladesh  
Phone: +88 02 9898686 
a.ahmed@cgiar.org 

7.  ACF Mr Nipin 
Gangadharan  
  

Country Director  ACF  
Orin Tower, Road # 113/A, House # 23, 
Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212 
cd@bd-actionagainsthunger.org  

8.  ACF Mr Tapan Kumar 
Chakrabarti 

Head of Food 
Security, 
Livelihood and 
DRR Department 

ACF  
Orin Tower, Road # 113/A, House # 23, 
Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212 
Cell: 01896-864104 
fsldrrhod@bd-actionagainsthunger.org  

9.  IUCN Dr. Raquibul Amin Country 
Representative 
 

International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN), Bangladesh 
House B-138 (Levels 5 & 6), Road 22 
Mohakhali DOHS, Dhaka 1206. 
Tel: +880 (2) 550 40938, 
raquibul.amin@iucn.org  

10.  CIMMYT Dr TS Amjath 
Babu 
 

Agricultural 
Economist 
(Modelling and 
Targeting) 

CIMMYT-Bangladesh 
House 10/B, Road 53, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212 
Tel: +88 02 9896676, 9894278 
t.amjath@cgiar.org 

11.  FAO Mr Anil Kumar 
Das 

National 
Consultant  

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
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SL Organization Name Designation Contact details 
(Programme) Dhaka-1205 

anil.das@fao.org  
12.  BRAC Mr Asif Saleh Executive 

Director 
 

BRAC Bangladesh 
BRAC Centre, 75 Mohakhali  
Dhaka-1212 
Tel: 880-2-9881265; asif.s@brac.net  
info@brac.net; 

13.  EU Ms Testa Assunta FNS Programme 
Manager 

Delegation of the European Union to 
Bangladesh, House 7, Road 84, Gulshan-2, 
Dhaka 1212 
Phone : +880 (2) 5566 8057 Ext- 144 
Fax : +880 (2) 984 3118 
assunta.testa@ec.europa.eu 

14.  FAO Ms Botagoz 
Nartayeva  

Programme 
Specialist 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Botagoz.Nartayeva@fao.org 

15.  BRRI Dr. Md. Shahjahan 
Kabir 
 

Director General 
 

Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI), 
Joyebpur, Gazipur-1701 
Tel: +88 02 49272040; Fax: +88 02 49272000 
dg@brri.gov.bd; kabir.stat@gmail.com 

16.  FAO Mr Craig Meisner  Senior Technical 
Advisor, SACP 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Craig.Meisner@fao.org  

17.  FAO Mr Daniel Wachira International 
Operations 
Specialist 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Daniel.Wachira@fao.org 

18.  BARI Dr. Md. Abdul 
Wohab 
 

Director General 
 

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute 
(BARI), Joydebpur, Gazipur-1701 
dg.bari@bari.gov.bd 

19.  BARC Dr. Shaikh 
Mohammad 
Bokhtiar  
 

Executive 
Chairman 
 

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 
(BARC), New Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka 
1215 
ec-barc@barc.gov.bd 

20.  DAE DG Dr. Md. Abdul 
Muyeed 
 

Director General 
 

Department of Agricultural Extension 
Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka  
Tel: +88 02 9140857 
dg@dae.gov.bd; 
muyeedbd61@gmail.com  

21.  World Bank Dr Samina Yasmin Agriculture 
Economist 
 

World Bank Bangladesh Country Office 
E-32, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 
– 1207, Bangladesh 
Tel: +8809604404118 
syasmin@worldbank.org  

22.  Switzerland/
SDC 

Dr Syeda Zinia 
Rashid 

Senior Programme 
Officer-Income 
and Economic 
Development 

Embassy of Switzerland in Bangladesh  
Bay's Edgewater, 8th Floor, Plot 12 
North Avenue, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212 
Tel: 5505 1601- 06 
syeda-zinia.rashid@eda.admin.ch 

23.  FAO Mr Ekramul Hoque AFAOR (Admin) FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205
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Ekramul.Hoque@fao.org 

24.  FAO Ms Farazi Binti 
Ferdous 

National 
Consultant 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Farazi.Ferdous@fao.org 

25.  FAO Mr Gazi Sipar 
Hossain 

National 
Programme 
Specialist 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Mob: 01718-247278 
Gazi.Hossain@fao.org 

26.  UNRC Ms Halima 
Neyamat 
 

Development 
Coordination 
Officer 

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, UN 
Bangladesh, UN Offices, 19th Floor 
IDB Bhaban, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 
Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
Tel: 55667788, Fax: 9183104 
halima.neyamat@un.org 

27.  IRRI Dr Humnath 
Bhandari 
 

IRRI 
Representative - 
Bangladesh 
 

IRRI Bangladesh Office  
House 103, Road 1, Block F, 
Banani, Dhaka - 1213, Bangladesh 
Telefax: +880 2 55040835 
Fax: +880 2 9899676  
h.bhandari@irri.org  
hnbhandari@gmail.com  

28.  Swedish 
Embassy 

Mr Ikramul Sohel 
 

Programme 
Officer, 
Development Co-
operation 

Embassy of Sweden 
Bay’s Edgewater, 6th Floor, 
Plot No. 12, North Avenue, 
Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212 
ambassaden.dhaka@gov.se 

29.  MoA Mr S.M. Imrul 
Hasan 

Senior Assistant 
Chief 

Ministry of Agriculture, Bangladesh 
Secretariat, Dhaka 1000 
Mobile: 01817522398 
E-mail: acpolicy3@moa.gov.bd; 
imru_07@yahoo.com  

30.  IFDC Ms Ishrat Jahan Resident 
Representative 

International Fertilizer Development Center 
(IFDC), Bangladesh 
House 4B, Road 62 
Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212  
Tel:58817617; 9846109 
ijahan@ifdc.org; ifdcbangladesh@ifdc.org  

31.  ADB Mr Jyotsana Varma Principal Country 
Specialist 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
Bangladesh Resident Mission, Plot E-31, Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
Tel. 02 5566 7000 

32.  WorldFish 
Center 

Mr Kazi Ahmed 
Kabir 

Research 
Associate 
(Aquaculture) 

WorldFish Bangladesh, House # 2/B, Road # 
4, Block # B, Banani, Dhaka 1213  
Tel: +880-2 58813250, 58814624 
Fax: +880-2 58811151 
worldfish-bangladesh@cgiar.org  

33.  FAO Ms Lalita 
Bhattacharjee 

Senior Nutrition 
Advisor 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Lalita.Bhattacharjee@fao.org  

34.  CIMMYT Mr Mahesh K 
Gathala 

Sr. System 
Agronomist 

CIMMYT-Bangladesh 
House 10/B, Road 53, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212 
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  Tel: +88 02 9896676, 9894278 

m.gathala@cgiar.org 
35.  ADB Mr Manmohan 

Parkash 
Country Director 
 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
Bangladesh Resident Mission 
Plot E-31, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
Dhaka 1207 
Tel. 02 5566 7000 
adbbrm@adb.org;  mparkash@adb.org

36.  MoIndustry Mr Md Salim Ullah 
 

Sr. Assistant 
Secretary 

Ministry of Industries 
91, Motijheel, Dhaka 1000 
Dhaka 1000 
Ph: 02-9567024, Fax:02-9563553 
salimullah1969@gmail.com 

37.  FAO Mr Naoki 
Minamiguchi 

Chief Technical 
Advisor (FAO-
MUCH) 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Naoki.Minamiguchi@fao.org  

38.  FSC Mr Mohammad 
Mainul Hossain 
Rony 

Information 
Management 
Officer

Food Security Cluster, Bangladesh  
Cell: +88 01791009007 
rony.hossain@fscluster.org  

39.  DAM Mr Mohammad 
Yousuf 

Director General  
 

Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM) 
Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka 
Phone: +88 02 9114310  
dg@dam.gov.bd 

40.  FAO Dr Nur Ahamed 
Khondaker 

Assistant FAO 
Representative 
(Programme) 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205; Cell: 01755 521141 
Nur.Khondaker@fao.org 

41.  FAO Ms Nusrat Alam 
Nabila 

Programme 
Support Assistant 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Nusrat.Nabila@fao.org 

42.  IFAD Mr Omer Zafar 
 

Country Director IFAD Country Office - Bangladesh 
House No. 11A, Road No. 113, Gulshan-2 
Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh 
Tel: +880-9609-140140 
o.zafar@ifad.org

43.  FAO Ms Rebeka Sultana 
Supti 

Programme 
Support Assistant 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Rebeka.Supti@fao.org 

44.  WFP Mr. Rezaul Karim 
 

Head, Programme 
Planning and 
Implementation 

WFP Bangladesh Country Office 
IDB Bhaban, E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani  
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207 
rezaul.karim@wfp.org 
Tel: +88028116344, 0171 159 6032 

45.  FAO Mr Scott Hussey Communicatios 
Specialist 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Scott.Hussey@fao.org  

46.  FAO Mr Shahin Yaqub Planning and 
Coordination 
Specialist 
(Knowledge 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Shahinuzzaman.Yaqub@fao.org 
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47.  IFAD Ms Sherina 
Tabassum  
 

Country 
Programme 
Officer 
 

IFAD Country Office - Bangladesh 
House No. 11A, Road No. 113, Gulshan-2 
Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh 
s.tabassum@ifad.org  

48.  UNRCO Ms Subhra 
Bhattacharjee 

Strategic Planner Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, UN 
Bangladesh, UN Offices, 19th Floor 
IDB Bhaban, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 
Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
bhattacharjee@un.org  

49.  CIMMYT Dr Timothy J. 
Krupnik 

Senior Scientist 
and Systems 
Agronomist, 

International Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Center (CIMMYT), House 10/B. Road 53. 
Gulshan-2. Dhaka, 1213, Bangladesh   
Tel: +88 - 0175 - 556 - 8938 
t.krupnik@cgiar.org 

50.  FAO 
Regional 
Office 

Mr Yukitsugu 
Yanoma 

Policy Officer FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
(FAO RAP), Bangkok, Thailand 
Yukitsugu.Yanoma@fao.org 

51.  World Bank Mr Christian 
Berger 

Senior Rural 
Development 
Specialist 
 

The World Bank- Bangladesh Country Office 
Plot E 32, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 
Agargaon, Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh  
cberger@worldbank.org 

52.  IDB Mr Md. Robiul 
Islam 
 

Programme 
Officer  
 

Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 
Regional Hub of Dhaka, IDB Bhaban 
E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh 
Cell: +8801710975270 
mdislam@isdb.org 

53.  IDB Mr Nasser 
Mohammed 
Yakubu  

Operations Team 
Leader (Urban 
Development) 

Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 
Regional Hub of Dhaka, IDB Bhaban 
E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh 
Nyakubu@isdb.org 

54.  ADB Mr Monmohan 
Parkash 

Country Director Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
Bangladesh Resident Mission 
Plot E-31, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
Dhaka 1207  
adbbrm@adb.org  

55.  ADB Mr Md Shahidul 
Alam 

Senior Project 
Officer (Urban 
Infrastructure) 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
Bangladesh Resident Mission 
Plot E-31, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar 
Dhaka 1207  
Cell: 01819 207128, Tel. +880 2 5566 7000 
msalam@adb.org 

56.  UNDP Mr Ram Sharma 
 

Chief Technical 
Advisor 

UNDP Bangladesh 
IDB Bhaban, Begum Rokeya Sharani 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka 1207 
Cell: 01756-270229 
ram.sharma@undp.org 

57.  USAID Mr Md. Mehedi 
Hasan 

Project 
Management 
Specialist 

USAID Bangladesh 
Madani Avenue 
Baridhara, Dhaka  
Cell: +88 0 1711 431670 
mhasan@usaid.gov 
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58.  JICA Mr Md Mahedi 

Hasan 
Deputy 
Programme 
Officer 
(Agriculture, 
Rural 
Development) 

Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) Bangladesh Office  
3rd Floor, Bay’s Galleria, 57 Gulshan Avenue, 
Gulshan 1, Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh  
TEL: 9891897   FAX: 9891689  
HasanMahedi.BD@jica.go.jp 

59.  FAO Mr Md Naser Farid Governance 
Policy Advisor 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Md.Farid@fao.org 

60.  WFP Mr. Richard Ragan  Country Director 
 
 

WFP Bangladesh Country Office 
IDB Bhaban, E/8-A, Rokeya Sharani  
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207 
Tel: +88028116344, 0171 159 6032 
Richard.Ragan@wfp.org 

61.  FAO Mr Eric Brum Team Leader – 
ECTAD Country 
Programme 
(Bangladesh) 

FAO Representation in Bangladesh 
House # 37; Road # 08, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205 
Eric.Brum@fao.org 

62.  Canadian 
High 
Commission 

Mr Arash 
Irantalab Tehrani 

First Secretary 
(Development) 

High Commission of Canada, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh 
United Nations Road 
Baridhara, Dhaka 1212 
Arash.IrantalabTehrani@international.gc.ca  

63.  UNRCO Mr Nadim Farhad PVE Coordination 
Officer 

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, UN 
Bangladesh, UN Offices, 19th Floor 
IDB Bhaban, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 
Dhaka 1207, Bangladesh 
Nadim Farhad <nadim.farhad@one.un.org>

 


