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Interim Food Security Sector Transfer Value Recommendation 

Date of issue: January 2025 

Background: 

The food security sector follows the different methodologies adopted by the Cash 

Working Groups in each of the Hub reporting structures and closely monitors the market 

prices to set the sector’s recommended transfer value on for cash for food or food 

voucher assistance. 

Outlined below is the calculation methodologies and recommended transfer values since 

2024.  

➢ In the former government-controlled areas: 

The Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB) is adopted as reference basket by the HCT cash 

working group and was used as basis for humanitarian actors in former government-

controlled areas.  

The food component of the MEB constitutes on average 65% of the full MEB and is 

regularly monitored by the food security sector. The sector utilizes the gap analysis issued 

in 2020 that considers that severely food insecure households are able only to cover 30% 

of their food needs from their own sources of income as a basis for the transfer value 

recommendations. Accordingly, the sector recommends actors to transfer minimum an 

equivalent of 70% of the food needs via either in-kind (1,500 kcal) or equivalent transfer 

value for cash and voucher assistance.  

In accordance with this calculation, as of August 2024 the transfer value recommendation 

was SYP 993,000 per household of 5 members, equivalent to USD 73 per household 

converted at the foreign exchange of 13,600 SYP to the dollar at the time of issuance of 

the guidance. 

➢ In NW Syria Cross border 

The Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB) is adopted as a reference basket by 

Cross border cash working group and used as basis for humanitarian actors in former 

cross border areas.  

The food component of the SMEB constitutes on average 70% of the full SMEB and is 

regularly monitored by the food security sector. The sector utilizes a rights-based 

approach, aiming to transfer 70% of the food SMEB to the household via either in-kind 

(1,500 kcal) or equivalent transfer value for cash and voucher assistance. In accordance 

with this calculation, the transfer value recommendation was USD 65 per household of 5 

members or USD 13 per individual, capped at 5 members per household. 
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Interim Recommendation: 

In light of the evolving context in Syria following 8th of December 2024, and to avoid 

tensions amongst the assisted households being assisted by different actors and 

different values, the sector recommends unifying the transfer value for regular food and 

emergency transfers at USD 65 per household or equivalent in SYP across Syria as of 

January 2025 (with the exception of SDF controlled areas for time-being). It is important 

to note that USD 65 does not meet the rising food needs of the populations, rather it is 

resources driven to ensure continuity of the ongoing programmes. 

This recommendation will be interim until the sector unifies the calculation 

methodologies and performs a revision of the transfer value setting approach for Whole 

of Syria in the coming months. 


