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Over 18 months of soaring conflict caused 25.6 million people 
in Sudan to fall into severe acute food insecurity. Famine 
was confirmed in Zamzam IDPs camp of North Darfur by 
the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) and 
is projected in 14 other areas if the conflict escalates further. 

The latest IPC alert has classified 755,000 people as living 
in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5), the most severe classification 
on the IPC scale, as people are experiencing destitution and 
starvation, having exhausted coping mechanisms to access 
food and proper nutrition.

Food insecurity looms large. Intensified clashes result in substantial 
economic decline and a deteriorating food security situation.

755,000 people have almost 
no food. Starvation, death, 

destitution, and extremely critical 
malnutrition are evident

8.5 million people are facing 
extreme food shortage, acute 

malnutrition and disease 
levels are high

25.6 million people are 
acutely food insecure
(Jun. 2024 – Sep. 2024)
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Severe Acute Food Insecurity has massively increased since 
the beginning of the conflict, leaving over half of the country 

experiencing severe food insecurity. Urgent action and resources are 
required to prevent further deterioration and escalation of needs

SEVERE FOOD INSECURITY AT RISK OF ESCALATING: 
SUDAN IS FACING THE WORLD’S LARGEST HUNGER CRISIS

The situation is especially critical for populations trapped 
in areas affected by direct conflict or insecurity, and lack 
protection, particularly in Greater Darfur, Greater Kordofan, 
Khartoum and Al Jazirah states. At least 534,000 IDPs 
and refugees in conflict-affected localities and states - 
representing around 20 percent of the displaced population 
in Sudan - will likely face critical or catastrophic levels of 

acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 4 or 5). Additionally, the 
crisis in Sudan is spilling over to neighboring countries and 
affecting the entire region. Over 2.3 million refugees have 
fled the country across borders, primarily to Central African 
Republic, Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, and South Sudan. 
This surge in displacement is adding strain to surrounding 
countries and humanitarian operations. 

Escalating conflict is causing massive displacements, multi-dimensional stress (economic, physiological, 
psychological, socio-cultural) and putting humanitarian staff and assets at risk. 

Access limitations are a significant barrier, and negotiations are required to enable needs assessments 
and provision of life-saving aid in hard-to-reach key hotspot areas with highest concentration of needs.   

Disruption of banking system and communication constraints are limiting operational capacity in the 
field.

Supply chain and local markets are disrupted, and inflation is spiraling, with record-high food and 
fuel prices, transportation cost, and lower income. 

Food security and livelihoods partners are facing alarming peaks in operational costs substantially 
impeding the implementation of the response and forcing partners to constantly search for innovative 
ways to provide assistance. 

The unprecedented scale of needs for assistance, combined with exceptionally high programmatic 
costs, outstrips the available financial resources, hampering the capacity to deliver humanitarian aid. 
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Urgent action must be taken to prevent the spread of hunger. Without the immediate 
allocation of resources and a ceasefire, millions of highly food insecure people will see 
their conditions deteriorate to near catastrophe levels, or worse be simply left with 
no assistance at all. The Food Security and Livelihood Cluster (FSLC) is pressing the 
international community to step up: 

GREATER DARFUR
•	 PIN: 8,063,556 
•	 People reached:1.26 million. 
•	 Food assistance provided to 1.2 million people.
•	 Populations at risk of famine and refugees are 

receiving 70% food rations. Others are receiving 
half rations only. 

•	 Livelihood assistance provided to 139,000 people.
	 89% of the population (11.3 million) remained 		
	 without assistance.

GREAT KORDOFAN
•	 PIN:2,464,089 
•	 People reached: 1.6 million. 
•	 Food assistance provided to over 313,000 people
•	 Livelihood assistance provided to 1.4 million people. 
	 78% of the population (7.1 million) remained 
	 without assistance.

KHARTOUM
•	 PIN: 2,467,758 
•	 People reached: 371,000. 
•	 371,000 people received food assistance.
	 94% of the population (5.9 million) remained 	
	 without assistance.

REST OF SUDAN EASTERN AND NORTHEN STATES
•	 PIN: 6,329,817 
•	 People reached: 6.24 million. 
•	 Food assistance provided to 2.29 million people.
•	 Livelihood assistance provided to 4.6 million 

people.
	 Humanitarian access is more adequate than 	
	 in other regions, however it can deteriorate 	
	 at any time.
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Food Security and Livelihood (FSL) response1 from January 1 to August 31, 2024: 

•	 Mobilize adequate funding for the FSLC to bridge the gap between the current level of resources and 
scale of needs, so as to effectively continue assisting the 11.4 million people targeted. 

•	 Deliver emergency lifesaving food assistance, going beyond the programmatic response plan: 
innovative and flexible solutions must be scaled-up  in collaboration with the Emergency Response 
Rooms (ERRs) and risk aversion levels need to be lowered to address the complexity of such a rapidly 
evolving crisis. Where feasible, the use of cash-based transfers offers a dignified and scalable solution to 
provide rapid assistance. 

•	 Provide timely emergency lifesaving and life-sustaining agriculture and livelihoods support to the 
most vulnerable farmers, agro-pastoralists, pastoralists, and fishers. 

•	 Pursue ongoing negotiation and restore humanitarian access to the most in need in hard-to-reach 
areas to improve registration capacities and facilitate aid delivery.

•	 In line with the early intervention strategy of the Sudan Famine Prevention Plan, full rations 
must be distributed to populations in hunger hotspots – residents, newly displaced, protracted IDPs 
and refugees alike – to stabilize the food security outlook and prevent further deterioration. 

•	 Enable up-to-date and informed decision-making in ever changing food security and conflict 
landscape: ensure regular generation, collation, analysis and dissemination of timely, reliable, and 
credible food security and livelihoods data for accelerated response. 

•	 Sectors – in particular FSL, Health, Nutrition and Wash - must join forces and strengthen inter-
sectoral collaboration to revert famine-like conditions.

1 Food Security and Livelihood (FSL) response includes General Food Distribution (GFD) and Cash/Vouchers Based Transfers (CBT) to residents 
and IDPs. However, this doesn’t include other activities such as Nutrition and GFD/CBT targeted for refugees which FSL partners usually do.
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