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The South Ethiopia Region (SER) is prone to natural and man-made hazards that have led to
mortalities, displacements, and loss of properties. Floods are among these hazards which
have been impacting and deteriorating the humanitarian situation in the region. Flood is a
natural hazard that occurs mainly in March and April (Belg rain) and July to October ( Main
rain season) in SER. Two factors cause flooding in the SE region. The first one is the overflow
and changes of direction of the Omo River, Woyeto River, and Lake Turkana. The second one
is caused by flash floods .Flash floods also occur in lowland areas due to runoff from sustained
and intensive rainfall. This type of flood is characterized by sudden onset with little lead time
for early warning and often resulting in damage to lives, livelihoods, and property. Landslide

also occurs in times of heavy rainfall in a few localized highland areas of the region.

Flooding has been a common natural disaster in Dasenech woreda of the South Omo zone
with increased frequency and magnitude during the last three years. The increase was due to
excessive or sudden release of water from the nearby hydroelectric power dam (Gibe 3) and
the overflow and changes in the direction of the Omo River. The flood disasters that happened
on November 2023 affected and displaced 79,828, 62,793 individuals respectively with
increased physical injury as well as communicable diseases. In May 2024, the overflow of the
Omo river also affected 12, 247 people and these people are also at risk of displacement. A
joint OCHA, IOM and VSF-G Mission was conducted from 21-28 May 2024 in Dasenech

woreda to understand the impact of the flood, identify response needs and ang gaps.

KEY FINDINGS

e Ajoint OCHA, IOM, and VSF Germany mission conducted a field mission from 21 May to
03 June 2024 in Dasenech woreda of South Omo zone (SER) The team discussed the
flood impact and responses with zonal and woreda DRM, Agriculture and Health offices,
partners, and the community. The mission's main objective was to assess the impact of
the flood on the affected communities, their livelihoods and to identify response needs and
gaps.

o Due to the overflow of the Omo River on 6 May 2024, 12,747 people have been affected
and at risk of displacement in Dasenech woreda of the South Omo zone. Currently, due

to heavy rainfall from upstream, the water level of the Omo River is getting high with a
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backflow of water from Lake Turkana as well. This has created a risk of displacement in
Omorate town (Dasenech woreda capital) and surrounding villages of the woreda.

e The South Omo DRMO reported that due to the flood, more than 4,673 hectares of
croplands and 62 hectares of pastureland were damaged, and 49 livestock also died. 14
Schools, one health center, and 4 health posts were also surrounded and affected by the
flood. 2 villages (Ses and Libemuket) were flooded and isolated by the water.

e Lumpy skin disease (LSD) has been reported and since mid-May 49 livestock have died
in Dasenech Woreda.

Figure 1: More livestock have been affected by Lumpy skin disease (LSD) in Dasenech woreda of
South Omo (credit zonal Agriculture office)

o As of 15 May 133, cases and 0 deaths of measles have been reported, due to the flood.
The health system is not functional in Dasenech Woreda.

¢ The floods are happening amidst ongoing disease outbreaks such as cholera and malaria
— increasing risks of morbidity and mortality.

e A zonal coordination committee was established to
manage overall coordination and responses in the
zone and woreda level. This committee is also
collaborating with members of the regional and zonal
NGO forum steering committee to coordinate

response efforts.

o Preventive measures, like dike construction and

river division, are being done by local authorities with

Figure 2:The construction and maintenance of Dike
the Support Of inveStOI’S and the Community in the has continued to protect the backflow of water from
Lake Turkana (credit South Omo zone DRMO)

woreda.
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e The regional government in collaboration with concerned partners already prepared a Flood
contingency plan. Besides this, the regional DRMC with zonal DRMO reactivated the flood task
force and disseminated early warning information for preparedness to the community living around

the Omo River areas.

e According to the Woreda Agriculture Office information, more than 200,000 livestock have been

affected by the flood in Dasenech woreda of South Omo.

o The flood Affected 14 schools, six fully inundated and 08 encircled by water. The number
of children out of school due to the flood is 3,548.

e The zonal DRMO also reported that a conflict occurred between Ari and Mursi (Selamago)
community members on 20 May 2024. One Spanish tourist was killed and three others
were wounded in a shooting incident. The killings occurred in the northern part of the Mago
National Park and the current security situation in the area is still tense affecting

humanitarian operation.

RESPONSES

e Early warning messages have been sent to communities settled around riverbanks
through zonal and woredas emergency
coordination structures.

o Currently, Emergency  food assistance
distribution has been ongoing by WV and
Woreda DRM office for 79,073 flood-affected
individuals. Including the recent flood affected
people In April 2024, WV also distributed food

assistance for the same Dbeneficiaries in Figure 3:Emergency food assistance for the flood-

displaced people in Dasenech woreda of South Omo

Dasenech woreda. i
zone (credit zone DRMO)

e The zonal Agriculture office with VSF Germany
provided a vaccine for 57,000 livestock to prevent animals from LSD and other diseases
in Dasenech woreda.

e The regional DRMC has provided clean water with one truck for 6,000 people.

¢ UNICEF with Imaginelday constructed 3 low-cost temporary learning spaces (TLSs,
which include 12 learning classrooms) in flood-affected IDP sites of Dasenech woreda,

enabling it to accommodate 660 (332 girls) AEP students.
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e Atotal of 1,685 flood-displaced households benefited from food items (NFI) in 2 clusters
/Arikol and Kelem clusters) in Dasenech Woreda of South Omo Zone under the CERF
Project.

e A total of 2,215 flood-displaced households to benefit from Non-food items (NFI) in 2
clusters (Hado and China Road)

e For May 2024, WFP has distributed 34 MT of Specialized Nutritious Food (SNF) for 7,406
children, and PLW in Dasenech woreda of South Omo and similarly the organization will
allocate23.6 MT of SNF for June 2024.

CHALLENGES/GAPS

e Lack of resources (Human, animal health and WASH) for flood-affected/displaced
people.

e More than 50,000 displaced individuals need water and water treatment chemical
response.

e Lack of potential partners in the Visited woredas of the South Omo.

¢ Road access challenge to visit some flood-affected kebeles .

e Over 6,512 flood-displaced households still need NFI support.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Immediate

o Emergency shelter and NFIs ( plastic sheets, sleeping mats, blankets, kitchen sets,
mosquito nets, mattresses, etc.) for 6,512 HHs in Dasenech woreda.

¢ Immediate food assistance for the affected 79,828 people for the next three months,
which is till the end of August 2024

¢ Ensure mobile health and nutrition team to provide both health and nutrition response
in the affected kebeles which has lifesaving Sexual Reproductive Health (SRH)
services component which avails referral service (ambulance) for basic and
comprehensive emergency obstetric and newborn care at the health centre.

e Psychosocial support services including dignity kit provision.

e Health Extension workers should conduct intensive emergency hygiene promotion
activities to mitigate flood-related diseases, especially measles, cholera, and Malaria.

e Provision of water with two trucks for immediate response where accessibility allows
and distribution of water treatment chemicals for the inaccessible IDPs.
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e Conduct minor scheme maintenance by replacing the damaged schemes.

e Provision of Hygiene Kit (Full kit) and regular awareness creation of Hygiene
Promotion activity.

e Provision of three water collection and storage containers (WASH-NFI) and
construction /rehabilitation of emergency latrines in IDP sites of Dasenech woreda.

e Provision of ITNs to families affected by flood,

e Strengthen supportive supervision by zonal health department to the woreda and
affected kebeles.

e Provision livestock drugs to disease endemic to areas.

e To provide vaccines (PPR, Anthrax, and LSD) and drugs for more than 200,000 flood-
affected animals.

o Provision of 334 quintals of seed for the flood-affected communities in Dasenech
woreda.

e To construct 5 Temporary Learning Classes (TLC) to continue the teaching and
learning process in Dasenech woreda.

¢ The regional government with investors should give more attention to the maintenance

and construction of flood protection dikes.

Medium and long term:

e Support the reconstruction of damaged IDP houses.

e Support families with livelihood assistance such as cash for recovery.

¢ Reconstruct, maintain, and refurbish the damaged facilities such as Water schemes,
health facilities, grinding mills, and schools.

e Strengthen safe hygiene practices of the IDP by regular HP activity; support HH latrine
construction.

¢ Maintain and rehabilitate the water schemes damaged by flood.

e Provision of scholastic materials for school children and also support school furniture
and WASH facilities.

¢ Recovery and rehabilitation for 79.828 flood-affected communities in durable solution.

e The zonal Interagency Coordination meeting was held on 27 May 2024 in the South

Omo zone/Demeka. A total of 20 participants from VSF Germany, Catholic Relief, DCA,
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OCHA, Zonal Agriculture, Education, WASH, Zonal Women's Affairs Office, and Zonal Food
Security Office attended the meeting.

o The meeting focused on the current flood situation, response, and Gap. The above
report has already covered the issues raised and discussed at the conference.



