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It’s time to act now!

The upcoming Meher season (June – September) offers an opportunity to prevent
further deterioration of the humanitarian situation. However,    according to the
Ethiopia priority humanitarian response and critical funding gaps, about 3.5 million
people do not have the capacity to access seed and fertilizer due the impact of the
El Niño induced drought. 
    

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, approximately 150 000 tonnes (75%) of the demand for improved
cereal seed varieties is available through the formal seed system for the 2024 planting season. Regarding
fertilizer, the anticipated demand for the 2024 planting season stands at 2.3 million tonnes. Currently, the
government has procured 1.99 million tonnes, with 1.73 million tonnes already being within the country. The
Ministry of Agriculture has granted authorization to the Ethiopian Agriculture Business Cooperation (EABC)
to sell fertilizer to the humanitarian community for distribution to vulnerable farmers across Ethiopia.  

Given this situation, the humanitarian community is asking for immediate support in order to facilitate
access to seeds and fertilizers for these vulnerable communities through:

Directly procuring seeds from seed enterprises and fertilizer from EBAC for
distribution to vulnerable farmers.

Provide farmers with vouchers that they can redeem for seed and fertilizer at
cooperatives.

Offering unconditional cash enables farmers to purchase seeds and fertilizers from local
sources including cooperatives.

Importantly, vegetable seeds registered in Ethiopia can be imported, providing
additional options for diversifying seed sources.
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