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A limited or inadequate access to energy poses a significant challenge to

vulnerable people and is an often overlooked issue in the humanitarian

response. The Safe Access to Fuel and Energy (SAFE) approach aims to

address the multi-sectoral risks and challenges, such as:

• Food insecurity and nutrition: skipping meals or undercooking food

due to insufficient access to fuel

• Protection: harassment, assault, sexual and gender based violence or

abduction when collecting firewood in insecure and unsafe areas

• Environmental degradation: deforestation related to unsustainable

cutting of firewood resources

• Health: respiratory illnesses due to smoke inhalation

• Safety: burn injuries and fire risks when cooking on open fires

KEY FIGURESBACKGROUND MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

• Decrease energy demand:

By providing access to fuel-efficient technologies (e.g. fuel-

efficient cookstoves, briquetting of agricultural/organic waste,

solar energy)

• Increase energy supply:

By promoting sustainable woodfuel management (e.g. support

tree nurseries, communal woodlots, agroforestry systems)
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SAFE ACCESS TO FUEL AND ENERGY – NORTH-EAST NIGERIA: Assessment highlights

Contact: FAO: Jonas Bervoets –

Jonas.Bervoets@fao.org 

WFP: Lillian Ohuma –

Lillian.Ohuma@wfp.org

UNHCR: Malaika Balikwisha –

Balikwis@unhcr.org

FAO, WFP and UNHCR undertook a joint SAFE Assessment in 4 Local

Government Areas in Borno State (Jere, Konduga, Ngala, Gwoza). In

December 2017 and January 2018, a total number of 8 937 respondents

were asked about their energy needs and the challenges they face in

accessing safe and sustainable energy resources.

• 5 938 IDPs, 880 returnees and 2 119 host community members

• 5 045 women and 3 892 men

• 1 733 female-headed households

SAFE ASSESSMENT

Women collecting firewood, Bakasi camp (Maiduguri Metropolitan Council) ©FAO

69% identified 
protection
risks as the 
most 
significant 
challenge

42% identified 
nutrition risks 
and 35% health 
risks as the 
second most 
significant 
challenge

42% identified 
deforestation 
and 26% 
nutrition risks 
as the third
most significant 
challenge

Most significant challenge Second most significant challenge Third most significant challenge

92%
indicate that the availability of 

woodfuel resources in the 
immediate environment has 
decreased in the past year

22%
indicate willingness to adopt 

a different type of fuel in 
their energy mix (e.g. 

natural gas, kerosene, solar) 

indicate that they 
face protection risks 

when collecting 
firewood

85%

depend on 
firewood and 

charcoal for their 
daily cooking 
energy needs

95%

indicate that they 
face risks related to 

nutrition due to 
insufficient energy 

access

89%

are not able to 
cover their daily 
cooking energy 

needs

76%

have no access to 
the woodfuel 

resources in the 
immediate 

environment

70%

65%
make use of highly 
inefficient cooking 
technologies (open 

fire, three-stone 
fire)


