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RRM RA in Kaya Community of Gulak Ward in Madagali LGA of 

Adamawa State. 

Date of assessment 12th June 2018 Type: RRM-RA Assessment 

Date of report 13th June, 2018 Report by:  Buba Malam/Sophie Everest 

Location (LGA) Madagali Location name:  Gulak 

Type (camp/town) IDPs/HC Sub-location:  Kaya 

Coordinates:                      Kaya           Lat: 10.8002030               Long:13.4399130 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

A report was received at 21:30hrs June 11, 2018 stating that Kaya village, 7km West of Gulak in Madagali LGA, was 

attacked by suspected members of a NSAG (Non-State Armed Group). One person was injured and one of the attackers 

killed when SF (State Force) stationed in Gulak responded at about 22:30 June 11, 2018.  

The DRC Mubi emergency team conducted an RRM-Rapid Assessment (RA) on June 12, 2018 as a response to the 

report. The team obtained security clearance from the SF based at Gulak before moving to Kaya village. A total of 1 key 

informant interviews (KIIs) and 16 household surveys were conducted by the DRC team using the Kobo collect data tool 

to ascertain the extent of the emergency and damage caused.1 The assessment showed that a total of 16 houses had 

been burned by the attackers, destroying shelters as well as food and non-food items. During the attack many villagers 

fled to the bush for safety, but the majority returned the following morning to assess damages to their land and properties. 

The estimated affected population is 330 households in the village.  

The KII highlighted that the attack on 11th June was the fourth attack of its kind since the beginning of 2018 and that the 

community has suffered repeated food and non-food item theft and destruction of shelters during these attacks. 

Consequently, many community members suffer pendulum displacement where they are regularly forced to seek safety in 

nearby Gulak. The entire community in Kaya, not only the 16 households burned on 11th June, are therefore considered 

vulnerable and affected by the attack.  

 

POPULATION INFORMATION 

Kaya is populated with approximately 330 households (~2000 individuals), predominantly from the Marghi ethnic group, 

~80% of whom are agriculturalists. The community consists of host community, although many members have temporarily 

fled fighting during the four attacks since January 2018 and are therefore suffering pendulum displacement. Many 

community members choose to sleep in Gulak due to safety concerns in Kaya. The community maintains access to their 

lands surrounding the village and return from Gulak to Kaya during the day. The two main languages spoken are Hausa 

and Marghi. 

SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Communication: MTN network coverage is strong in Kaya.  

 

Health: There is a primary health centre accessible for the community, although respondents from the KII stated that 

there are gaps in the supply chain of drugs. 

 
Education: One primary school is available and functional in the community.  

 

Market: There is one functional/available market in the area with fresh meat/fish, cereals, legumes and fruits available.  

 

                                                           
1 16 household surveys was the maximum number of surveys the Emergency team was able to conduct given the time and access restrictions placed on them during 

the rapid assessment. It should be noted that this sample size is not statistically representative of the entire community, although it can be used to make indicative 

assumptions about needs and situational challenges.    
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Water supply: The main source of water in this area is from 10 open wells and 2 functional (3 non-functional) 

handpumps. Water is available less than 30 minutes’ walk from all the households surveyed and average queue time is 

30 minutes or less.  

ASSISTANCE RECEIVED 

OXFAM rehabilitated 1 hand pump in the area, although there are still 3 handpumps which remain non-functional. 

At the beginning of 2018 DRC conducted NFI distributions in Gulak town but was not able to directly access Kaya village.  

SELF IDENTIFIED PRIORITIES 

FOOD/LIVELIHOODS: Food was the number one priority highlighted in the KII and household surveys. The community’s 
inability to farm due to NSAGs and limited farmland availability has resulted in members using negative coping 
mechanisms to manage. Access to livelihood opportunities to support existing incomes was highlighted in many of the 
household surveys.  

SHELTER: As many of the shelters had been burned in the 11th June attack, as well as previous ones in 2018, the 
community highlighted shelter and shelter materials as their second biggest priority.   

NFI: People in the community have few household items, many of which have been looted during the attacks. This was 

supported by the direct observations of the Emergency team during the household survey. Sleeping mats, blankets, 

cooking utensils and mosquito nets were highlighted as particularly lacking by the community.  

SECURITY: The situation in Kaya is still unpredictable and the community are expecting additional attacks in 

weeks/months to come. Many community members do not feel safe accessing lands that are further from the village due 

to fear of attack.  

FINDINGS BY SECTOR 

Education: The primary school is open but it was visibly lacking materials and resources. Many respondents said security 

restrictions meant they could not send their children to school, and others said they could not afford school supplies. 

There was a 20% drop in the number of children attending school following the crisis than prior.  

Food & nutrition: Arm circumference was not taken during the assessment and therefore MAM/SAM analysis is not 

available.  

100% of respondents said that they had difficulties in terms of their food consumption compared to before the crisis, due 

to the amount of food available. Coping strategies (in order of prevalence) included reduction in the quantities consumed 

by adults for young children; reducing the number of meals eaten every day; reducing portion size of meals; relying on 

less preferred, less expensive food; relying on help from relatives and friends. 60% of respondents said that they had food 

items in store, with sorghum and groundnut the most common. 40% of respondents said they had no food in store. The 

average number of days’ food in store was 23 days. Most households cited own production when asked how they acquire 

food.  

Health: 50% of respondents said that the main challenge to accessing healthcare was that they could not afford 

medication; 40% of respondents said that there were no staff in the healthcare facility; and 10% said they could not afford 

to visit the healthcare centre.  

Livelihoods: There has been a 12% increase in the number of respondents stating that they do not own or have access 

to any assets since the crisis began. Households have maintained access to the cultivated land but have lost grazing 

land. 85% of respondents stated that agriculture was their main source of income. 56% of respondents stated that their 

average household income was less than 9000 NGN per month and 44% reported between 9000-17,000 NGN per month.    

NFIs: The availability of NFIs in the household as observed by the enumerators were as follows (in order of prevalence): 

jerry cans, mosquito net, cooking pots, sleeping mats, blankets. 56% of households did not have any blankets visible in 

the household, and 50% did not have any sleeping mats. At the beginning of 2018 DRC was able to provide NFI kits to 

households in Gulak town but was unable to access Kaya village. Survey respondents highlighted that there was no 

agency providing them with NFI support and that many of their NFIs had been looted during the attacks on the village. 

Many households are being forced to share essential NFIs, such as cooking pots, in order to cope.  
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Protection: 80% of household respondents said that they had engaged in some kind of negative coping activity in order 

to meet their household needs. These included (in order of prevalence): reduced number of meals; reduced size of meals; 

selling livestock and/or productive assets; begging; reduced expenses on education; sending family members to live with 

others; reduced expenses on health; borrowing on credit. 

Shelter: 80% of respondents said that they lived in traditional houses; 12% said they lived in masonry houses; and 8% 

said makeshift shelter. The majority of respondents were not living in adequately sized shelter which reached the 3.5m² 

standard for covered space per person. 15% of respondents were living in shelters deemed to be in good condition; 40% 

were living in shelters deemed adequate; 15% were living in shelters deemed poor condition; 30% were living in shelters 

deemed to be uninhabitable. 

WASH: The two main sources of water in Kaya village are from the 10 open wells and 2 functional hand pumps (3 non-

functional). All respondents said that it took them less than 30 minutes to collect water. 

75% of household survey respondents said they mainly defecated in the bush; 18% said they used a communal latrine; 

and 7% said they used a private latrine. For those stating that they mainly defecated in the bush, 84% did not have a 

latrine within 200m of their shelter. Additionally, for respondents who said they mainly defecated in the bush, in 66% of 

cases there was faeces visible within 5m of the shelter. 100% of respondents said they washed their hands before eating; 

68% said after defecating; 6% said after cleaning or changing a baby. Importantly, 0% of respondents said they washed 

their hands before preparing food or before breastfeeding a baby. All respondents said they only used water when 

washing their hands, but in 12% of cases was soap visibly available. 80% of respondents had not received any WASH-

related NFI items within the last 3 months.  

RECOMMENDATIONS                                                                                                                                           

FOOD/LIVELIHOODS: Food and/or access to more livelihood opportunities was listed as the #1 priority for people in the 

community. At the time of writing this report, DRC was profiling beneficiaries in the area for a cash assistance project and 

it is possible that vulnerable community members from Kaya will meet the selection criteria and that this may support 

longer-term livelihood opportunities.   

 

SHELTER: Although shelter and shelter materials were highlighted as one of the top 3 priority needs from the community 

- and indeed this was corroborated from the rapid assessment findings – discussions with community leaders revealed 

that providing shelter materials, which are visibly obvious to attackers, might increase security risks within the community. 

It was therefore decided that shelter kits would not be provided.  

 

NFI: There is a clear need for NFI kits to be distributed to all community members in Kaya village. The frequent number of 

attacks in the last 6 months has left the entire community vulnerable and susceptible to negative coping mechanisms if 

immediate support is not provided.  
 

WASH: There is a demonstrable need for WASH support for this community, as shown from the data provided on hygiene 

and sanitation practices. DRC does not have stock availability of distribution of WASH CRI kits. However, there are a 

number of WASH items, including soap and jerry cans, included in the NFI CRI kit which will be distributed under this 

emergency response.   

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. A burned house in Kaya village. 

 

 


