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ACUTE MALNUTRITION SITUATION IN SOUTH SUDAN 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 
  
Over 100,000 people have been displaced in April in Central Equatoria, Eastern 
Equatoria, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Jonglei, and Upper Nile following clashes between 
armed actors. In Eastern Equatoria, over 6,000 people fled to Uganda following an 
attack on the town of Pajok in early April. In Wau of Western Bahr el Ghazal, about 
17,000 people were displaced to protection sites in Wau town following an upsurge in 
violence in early April. An estimated 38,000 people remain displaced in areas outside 
Wau. Also in Western Bahr el Ghazal in April, an unknown number of people were 
displaced from their homes in Raja, and roughly 2,800 people were displaced from Jur 
River to Warrap State. An estimated 100,000 people have been displaced from Uror and 
Nyirol of Jonglei as a result of renewed conflict that began in February. The majority of 
these displacements took place in April. Ongoing displacement is disrupting 
households’ capacity to plant for the upcoming agricultural season.   
Recent SMART surveys indicate that GAM prevalences remain above the Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) threshold in many areas of South Sudan. A SMART survey conducted by 
ACF in Duk of Jonglei in February/March showed a GAM prevalence of 26.1 percent 
(95% C.l.: 22.2-30.5). In Minkaman, Awerial County of Lakes State, a SMART survey 
conducted by IMC in March found a GAM prevalence of 19.9 percent. Similarly, results 
of a SMART survey conducted by Save the Children in Ulang County in March/April 
found a GAM prevalence of 16.1 percent (95% C.l.: 12.8-20.1). SMART surveys are 
ongoing in Koch and Leer. The prevalence of malnutrition surpassed the Famine 
threshold (GAM (WHZ)>30%) in several areas of greatest concern during the 2016 lean 
season. Food security outcomes and household food access were already extremely low 
at the start of the 2017 lean season, and it is possible levels of malnutrition will again 
exceed 30 percent in some areas between May and July. 
 
According to recent SMART surveys, the prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition 
(GAM), as measured by weight-for-height z- score, remains above the Emergency (IPC 
Phase 4) threshold in many areas of the country. The prevalence of acute malnutrition 
surpassed the Famine threshold (GAM (WHZ)>30%) in several areas of greatest 
concern during the 2016 lean season. Food security outcomes and household food 
access were already extremely low at the start of the 2017 lean season, and it is possible 
levels of malnutrition will again exceed 30 percent in some areas between May and July. 
Consistent high rates of displacement and ongoing conflict are disrupting first season 
cultivation in Greater Equatoria and are likely to interfere with upcoming main season 
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cultivation in Jonglei, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Unity, and Upper Nile States. Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected from June to September in the worst affected areas 
of these states. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are also expected in Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal, due to extremely high food prices and limited income-earning options.   
 
By July, It is likely Famine (IPC Phase 5) is ongoing in Leer. In the absence of 
humanitarian assistance, Famine (IPC Phase 5) is also possible in Koch, Mayendit, and 
Panyijiar between now and July 2017. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected 
in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile, Jonglei, and Central 
Equatoria through the lean season. Food security is expected to improve slightly in 
September 2017 with the arrival of the harvest. 
In October, South Sudan will be in Phase 3; Harvests should start to improve food 
security outcomes starting in October 2017. However, needs will remain high in SPLM- 
N-controlled areas of South Kordofan and in Jebel Marra areas, particularly among 
IDPs. Moreover, influxes of South Sudanese refugees will continue to increase 
humanitarian assistance needs. 
 
 

FOOD AND NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
 

Since the beginning of the year, WFP has assisted a total of 2.5 million people across 
South Sudan. As conflict continues to spread across Upper Nile, there is an increase of 
population movement into Aburoc. An integrated rapid response mechanism (IRRM) 
team recently conducted registration of over 19,000 internally displaced people, and is 
providing life-saving food assistance. Two Million South Sudanese assisted by WFP in 
March through general food distributions (GFD), blanket/ targeted supplementary 
feeding for children and pregnant and nursing mothers, purchase for progress (P4P) 
and school meals programmes. 1.9 million internally displaced people (OCHA) 1.7 
million South Sudanese refugees (UNHCR)  217,622 seeking shelter with the UN 
(UNMISS)  5.5 million people facing severe food insecurity from May to July 2017 (IPC, 
Feb. 2017)  
  
As part of the ongoing emergency scale-up activities in the Greater Eastern Equatoria 
region, food assistance was provided to people in both Kapoeta North and Kapoeta 
South Counties. Following recent fighting in Aburoc, an integrated rapid response 
mechanism team (IRRM) conducted registration of just over 19,000 people in Upper 
Nile, and food distributions are ongoing. There are 9 integrated rapid response 
mechanism (IRRM) teams deployed in Upper Nile, Unity and Jonglei states, providing 
life-saving food assistance to more than 182,400 people, including 48,200 children under 
the age of five. WFP plans to deploy to 28 additional locations in the coming weeks to 
serve as many as 429,000 people, including 86,100 children under the age of five.   
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WFP provided food assistance to 53,250 people in Kapoeta North and South Counties 
respectively. This is part of the ongoing scale-up of General Food Distributions (GFD) in 
the Greater Eastern Equatoria region which plans to reach 330,000 people. A team of 
WFP staff and partners conducted a joint monitoring mission in both counties during 
the reporting period.  
WFP successfully completed distributions in all four Mayendit County locations 
(Mayendit, Dablual, Thaker and Rubkuai), assisting over 123,500 people, including 
23,800 children under the age of 5. In addition, missions were re-deployed to Koch and 
Bieh, in Koch County with deliveries ongoing. Missions were successfully deployed in 
Kaikuiny, Pieri and Yuai in Jonglei state in response to recent displacement in the area. 
Host and IDP populations in these three locations will be provided with 15-day rations 
on this first round. Additional locations in the area, including Wiechjol and Pading, are 
as planned.  
  
Due to the drastic increase in humanitarian needs, WFP continues its emergency scale-
up in addition to its ongoing response. In May, WFP plans to assist an additional 
260,000 people in Northern Bahr El Ghazal, 330,000 in Eastern Equatoria, and 30,000 in 
Lakes states. Out of these 620,000, WFP has registered a total of 540,000 people and 
assisted  306,500 people. A further scale-up is planned in Northern Bahr El Ghazal, 
starting in June to support an additional 270,000 people.   
WFP plans to deploy to 29 additional locations to serve as many as 332,210 people to the 
exiting 7 integrated rapid response mechanism (IRRM) teams deployed in Upper Nile, 
Unity and Jonglei states. Since the inception of the Integrated Rapid Response 
Mechanism in 2014, WFP has deployed over 500 emergency mobile missions, which 
have continuously reached approximately 1.5 million unique beneficiaries with close to 
146,000 mt of food commodities. 
 
SUPPLY CHAIN  
 
To ensure the availability of food items in inaccessible areas of operation during the 
rainy season, WFP continues to pre-position food commodities. So far, nearly 101,722mt 
(or 89 percent) of the total plan of 115,000mt of food commodities have been pre-
positioned in strategic locations across South Sudan. Over the past week, the eighth 
convoy of 38 trucks carrying 1,785mt of cereals has arrived in Bentiu (South Sudan) 
from El-Obeid (Sudan) through the northern corridor. So far, about 8,984mt of food 
commodities have been delivered through this corridor in March WFP has dispatched a 
total of 132,000mt of food commodities by road and 28,406mt by air, bringing the total 
to 160,410mt meanwhile the sixth convoy of 23 trucks carrying 1068mt of cereals and 
the seventh convoy, carrying 9,36mt of cereals have arrived in Bentiu (South Sudan) 
from El-Obeid (Sudan) through the recently opened northern corridor. So far, about 
6,263mt of food commodities have been delivered through this corridor. Since the 
beginning of the year, WFP has dispatched a total of 127,906mt of food commodities by 
road and 26,743mt by air, bringing the total to 154,650mt.  



NBS MAY 2017 ACUTE MALNUTRITION BRIEF 

© Food Security Technical Secretariat and LAU 2017 

P.O.BOX 137-JUBA 

4 

In April, nearly 96,000mt (or 84 percent) of the total plan of 115,000mt of food 
commodities have been pre-positioned in strategic locations across South Sudan.  
 
WFP OPERATIONS 

 
WFP DISTRIBUTION RECORD FOR MARCH 2017 

  

ACTIVITY POPULATION  MALE FEMALE 

Nutrition Assistance 37,748 25355 12393 

General Food Distribution (GFD) 267,700 142342 125358 

Food for Education 163,392 77759 85633 

Food Assistance for Asset 
   WFP South Sudan Situation Report, May 2017-06-09 


