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Monday 24 October 2016 at 10:00 AM 
Department of Agriculture and Livestock, Main Conference Room, 
Central Government Office Building, Waigani 
 
Chair 

Mr Brown Konabe, Director Food Security Branch, Department of Agriculture and Livestock 
Co-chair: Joy Waffi, Care International Information Manager 

 
Participants 
Refer to Annex 1. 

Agenda 
1. Welcoming remarks and introduction 

2. Approval of agenda 

3. Review and endorsement of last Minutes of Meeting 

4. WFP Update: CERF Emergency food assistance to severely food insecure LLGs, Western and 

Milne Bay Provinces 

5. Update from FSC stakeholders about their current activities (attendees) 

6. Update on the National Seed Policy (DAL) 

7. Brief on Australian Small Grants (Australian High Commission) 
8. Update on the El Nino Agriculture Recovery Plan (FAO/DAL) 

9. Update on the Food Security Regional Focal Points and Coordination Meetings (CARE) 

10. AOB 

Action points 
1. Welcoming remarks and introduction 

Mr Konabe welcomed the attendees followed by a round of introductions.  

 
2. Approval of agenda 

The floor approved the agenda. 

 
3. Review and endorsement of last Minutes of Meeting 

       Minutes were endorsed by the floor. 
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4. Update: CERF Emergency food assistance to severely food insecure communities in 

Western and Milne Bay Provinces 

!  WFP was not present because they were in Milne Bay conducting a mobile phone 
impact assessment of food distributions done. They had however sent a sitrep via email 
to stakeholders earlier in the month.   

! Mr. Kaupa also informed the floor that DFAT had met with WFP and provided 
necessary advice for their PNG operations.       

 
5. Update from FSC stakeholders about their current activities 

DFAT: 
! Mr. Kaupa advised that at this stage, DFAT was only undertaking monitoring of projects 

and awaiting the El Nino Lessons Learnt Workshop in November.  
! DFAT was also working with CCDA to firm up workshop details for the Green Climate 

Fund. Tentatively scheduled for November 29 – 30, invitation would be sent out in the 
second week of November. The Pacific Regional Advisor for the GCF would also be 
present at the workshop  

 

NDC:  
! Mr. Kamnanaya advised that NDC was preparing for the El Nino lessons learnt 

workshop to be convened tentatively on the 22 and 23 November and not 9 and 10 
November as announced by UNDP. This was because they felt they needed more time 
to better prepare for it. Aside from that, NDC was working with UNDP and the Food 
Security Cluster Coordinator to finalise write-up of the Post Drought Assessment 
exercise.  

CARE: 
! Ms. Waffi reported that CARE is doing the last of its agricultural drought recovery and 

adaptation training in Bulolo and Garasa this week and next week.  
! CARE is also doing preliminary analysis of its case study on the benefits of its 

agricultural drought recovery and adaptation training whether or not integrating gender 
considerations into its training approach and delivery has had any effect of strongly held 
traditional negative perceptions towards women. This preliminary analysis will be 
presented at the PNG Update on the 4th of November, 2016 where it will be on a panel 
with the ANU and CPP.  

! CARE has wrapped up its ECHO funded project with its DFAT funded projects (ANCP 
and HPA) wrapping   up in December.   

FPDA: 
! FPDA couldn’t make it to the meeting because they were out in the Central province 

conducting some activities. Mr. Kewa, OIC for Central province however provided an 
email update of their activities in the Central province and Ms. Waffi reported these at 
the meeting.  



 Meeting minutes #13 
 

	
Food Security Cluster Coordinator emma.coll@fscluster.org, Telephone: (+675) 7122 9716, Website: http://fscluster.org/papua-new-guinea/ 

	

Page 3 of 4  

! General extension work on fresh produce farming with our (FPDA) Village Extension 
Workers is still on. That’s a routine job for all extension officers. FPDA has about 13 
VEWs in the Central Province. These VEWs have 10-12 contact farmers each. 

! Apart from that, FPDA are working with new farmers under a new project funded by 
ACIAR on the promotion of Traditional Vegetables in the Central Province. Partners in 
this project are NARI and World Vision. Crops promoted are aibika,pumpkin tips, 
amaranthus, kangkong, etc. 

! Bulb onion project is one that FPDA is trying to promote in the Central Province. There 
are five project sites in the Central Province; 1 in Abau; 3 in Kairuku Hiri; and 1 in Rigo.  

! FPDA in general is doing a lot nationally working with a range of farmers including 
individuals, farming groups, model farms and farmer field schools.   

! Highlights for FPDA nationally were: Yapai Potao Seed and Commercial Seed Scheme; 
Land acquisition in Yalibu for Potato seed production; and Enga Provincial 
Government’s  commitment to fund the seed scheme in his province  

6. Update on DAL seed policy 

! Mr. Konabe advised that the draft policy had been shared with DAL Director Policy and 
Deputy Secretary Policy but hadn’t received a response because they both haven’t had 
time to commit to reviewing it.    

 
Action point 

! Mr. Konabe to continue follow-up  with DAL Director Policy and Deputy Secretary Policy  
 

7. Brief on Australian Government Small Grants (Australian High Commission)  

! Ms Chee shared further details about the Australian High Commission’s Direct Aid 
Program (DAP).  Funded by the Australian Government and managed from the AHC in 
Port Moresby, this small grants scheme could fund projects up to AU$60,000; and 
projects must be implemented within six months.  

! Reputable INGOs such as CARE and Oxfam were encouraged to share this information 
with registered community based groups/organizations they worked with to apply for 
this funding. To increase chances of success, INGOs could support to these groups’ 
applications.  

! Ms. Chee also announced that the 2016/2017 round was open from October 18 – 
November 18, 2016. .    

 

8. Update on the El Nino Agriculture Recovery Plan (FAO/DAL) 

! Ms Mondia advised that the LOA hadn’t yet been signed by the FAO Regional Office 
in Samoa and was the delay in moving this work forward. The LOA is an agreement 
between GoPNG and FAO to release funding for the project.  

! Drafting of a MoU is in progress and will be signed by DAL and FPDA prior to project 
commencement.    

 



 Meeting minutes #13 
 

	
Food Security Cluster Coordinator emma.coll@fscluster.org, Telephone: (+675) 7122 9716, Website: http://fscluster.org/papua-new-guinea/ 

	

Page 4 of 4  

9. Update on Sub-Regional Cluster meeting 

! Ms Waffi reported that a very successful meeting was convened in Mt Hagen for 
Highlands sub-regional food security cluster on the 23 September with very good 
attendance. All but Southern Highlands and Hela provinces were represented at the 
meeting.  

! Cost-sharing arrangements enabled participation from organizations that didn’t 
attend the first meeting to attend this meeting. The floor agreed that provincial DAL 
offices could take charge of provincial coordination but a regional mechanism should 
be continued for the sake inter-provincial and stakeholder learning and sharing. Of 
note at this meeting was how the EHP DAL had done very good preparedness 
activities and witnessed the fruits of their work with the recent drought. Tambul 
district was also privileged to have NARI on location and support their food security 
preparedness and recovery needs.  

! The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 2 December.  
 

 
10. AOB 

! Mr Konabe raised the issue of disconnection between responsible agriculture bodies and 
climate change orgnisations. He mentioned how there was unclear data for Green House 
Gases (GHGs) produced by the agriculture sector and that this needed to be known so 
that stronger collaborations can be forged for policy and affecting practice.  

! Considering timing of the lessons learnt workshop, the next meeting will discuss the 
questions of what went wrong, what were some good things that happened; and what can 
be strengthened for the food security cluster.  

 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Monday 21 November at 10 AM to 12 PM | DAL Main Conference Room in Waigani 

 
 
ANNEX 1 – ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
Brown Konabe, DAL Director of Food Security Branch 
Joy Waffi, Information Manager and Co-Chair, Care International 
Timothy Philip. FAO Administration Assistant 
Mirriam Mondia, FAO Consultant 
Nige Kaupa, Program Manager, Australian High Commission  
Jasmine Chee, DAP Coordinator, Australian High Commission   
Kaigabu Kamnanaya, Assistant Director – Risk Management, National Disaster Center 
Soldier Buruka, PR & Media Officer, DAL  
 
Apologies:   WFP, FPDA and IOM 


