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Monday 19 September 2016 at 10:00 AM 
Department of Agriculture and Livestock, Main Conference Room, 
Central Government Office Building, Waigani 
 
Chair 

Mr Brown Konabe, Director Food Security Branch, Department of Agriculture and Livestock 
Co-chair: Joy Waffi, Care International Information Manager, Emma Coll, Food Security Cluster 

 
Participants 
Refer to Annex 1. 

Agenda 
1. Welcoming remarks and introduction 

2. Approval of agenda 

3. Review and endorsement of last Minutes of Meeting 

4. WFP Update: CERF Emergency food assistance to severely food insecure communities in 

Highlands (LLGs), Western and Milne Bay Provinces 

5. Update from FSC stakeholders about their current activities 

6. Update on Seed Policy (DAL) 

7. Update on post drought rapid assessment (DAL/UNDP) 
8. Update on the El Nino Agriculture Recovery Plan (FAO/DAL) 

9. Food Security Sub-regional Focal Points (CARE) 

10. AOB 

Action points 
1. Welcoming remarks and introduction 

Mr Konabe welcomed the attendees followed by a round of introductions.  

 
2. Approval of agenda 

The floor approved the agenda. 

 
3. Review and endorsement of last Minutes of Meeting 

Minutes were endorsed by the floor. 
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Action points 

! Mr Konabe to confirm with Deputy Secretary regarding progress on seed importing 
policy and to follow up on DAL Seed Policy presentation 

 
4. Update: CERF Emergency food assistance to severely food insecure communities in 

Highlands (LLGs), Western and Milne Bay Provinces 

• To be provided by email to cluster partners as WFP absent 

 
5. Update from FSC stakeholders about their current activities 

CARE: 
! Activities under DFID funding will continue until the end of October. To date, 13 communities 

have received recovery and adaptation trainings, with four more communities in Menayama 
receiving training this week. 316 community members have been trained to date, 46 percent 
of them female. 

! Agriculture activities under ECHO funding are complete, with the programme ending this 
Friday. 

! CARE is holding a Wrap-up Symposium of their recovery efforts this Wednesday at the 
Holiday Inn. There is an open invitation for partners to attend. The symposium will discuss 
results of interventions, as well as underlying causes of poverty and vulnerability to disaster 
in PNG from a multi-sector perspective. 

UNDP: 
! The UNDP consultant, Mr Kelly, has arrived to support early recovery as part of the DRM 

project. He will develop a National Recovery Plan. 

DFAT 
! With regards to concept notes, Mr Kaupa advised that the Australian High Commission has 

a small grant scheme for projects up to AUD60,000, which may provide potential for 
exploring concept notes. This usually opens in August or September. 

 
Action points 

! Mr Kaupa to confirm dates and scope of Small Grant Scheme 
 

6. Update on DAL seed policy 

The DAL representative was unable to attend, so this agenda item will be held over until next 
meeting. 

7. Update on post drought rapid assessment 

Ms Nukundj reported back on her observations with the assessment team from the Highlands. 
She noted that no security risks were encountered. The team met with Provincial Administrators 
as a matter of protocol. The provinces expressed disappointment about the relief, especially 
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regarding the decision to withdraw relief assistance from some provinces. The Provincial 
Disaster Coordinators assisted with access to sites. Despite not receiving relief assistance, 
communities still received the team without problems, and the team were able to assess 
household food gardens.  
Ms Nukundj noted that it was useful to have agriculture officers on the team, especially in 
Tambul and Nebilyer, as they could identify the different impacts of drought and frost. The team 
found that land fertility has depleted in some locations due to years of use, and has not 
recovered well after the drought. She advised that farmers need expertise on land use and 
information about fallow farming and mulching to recover soil fertility. 
Mr Brown concurred, noting that the fertility of the soil may have been a problem already, which 
would be exacerbated by the drought, and that traditional farming does not use fertilizer, so soil 
fertility needs to be explored further. 

Mr Ng advised on the next steps and processes for the assessment. Three of the four teams 
have returned to Port Moresby and are meeting at NDC this week for debriefing. The teams 
received data collection training before the assessment from CARE and the Food Security 
Cluster, organized by UNDP. The FSC Coordinator and IOM are assisting with the drafting of 
team reports this week. 
NDComm will meet team leaders to present their findings on Friday, or next week. After this, a 
consolidated report will be developed for all regions with assistance from the Cluster 
Coordinator, IOM and WFP. The process is being driven by NDC, but a lot of technical inputs will 
be needed from the clusters. The involvement of food security partners will mean that food 
security themes are likely to come out strongly in the report. 

There was some discussion regarding the recovery time for food gardens. For example sweet 
potatoes take 1 year to mature in the Highlands, but as the first tubers, which would have 
matured in August did not develop, farmers have had to plant a new crop, which will take 
another year. Mr Kaupa noted that while the drought is over, the humanitarian phase may not 
be, and that the government needs to advise donor partners of their strategic direction on this. 
Mr Ng noted that the impacts will vary across the country and the post drought assessment is 
intended to identify any areas that remain a concern, as well as those areas that are on the 
upswing of recovery. 

 
8. Update on the Agriculture Recovery Plan 

Ms Mondia advised that FAO and DAL have completed site visits in Highlands and Momose 
to meet with stakeholders to strengthen the recovery plan. Three sites for multiplication of 
planting materials have been identified – through FPDA in Enga (2 hectares for irish 
potatoes), Menifo Station (3 hectares of sweet potato, cassava and pulses) and Erap (5 
hectares of cassava, maize and pumpkin). 
NARI and FPDA have confirmed that they can provide seeds and cuttings. The team met with 
CARE and Oxfam to discuss assistance with training during distributions. 
Planning workshops with stakeholders for implementation will be held in the coming weeks.  
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9. Update on Sub-Regional Cluster meeting 

Ms Waffi advised that the next meeting will be held next Friday in Mount Hagen. It is hoped 
that representatives from all seven provinces will attend. CARE is providing assistance to 
attendees to ensure attendance. 

 

Action points 
! Ms Mondia to provide contact details for DAL Regional Office to CARE for invite to 

sub-regional cluster meeting 
 

10. AOB 

Ms Coll requested an update from DFAT on the Green Climate workshop mentioned at the last 
cluster meeting. Mr Kaupa advised that they are yet to confirm a date, but that it is likely to be in 
November, and that he would provide an update at the next cluster meeting. He advised that there 
is potential for DAL and the cluster to build on climate resilient agriculture in a submission to the 
Green Climate Fund. He suggested that DAL talk to the Climate Change Authority about this. 

Mr Ng noted that while the emphasis is still on recovery, the potential for a shift to the La Nina 
weather pattern is possible at the end of the year, with predications currently indicating a low 
likelihood and a ‘watch status’ in place. Ms Coll advised that the reports on La Nina predictions are 
on the FS Cluster website, with a summary of the PNG-related information on the website. 

 
 

NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 20 October at 2 PM to 4 PM | DAL Main Conference Room in Waigani 

 
 
 
 
ANNEX 1 – ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
Brown Konabe, DAL Director of Food Security Branch 
Regina Nukundj, DAL Food Security Officer 
Joy Waffi, Information Manager and Co-Chair, Care International 
Emma Coll, FSC Coordinator 
Timothy Philip. FAO Administration Assistant 
Mirriam Mondia, FAO Consultant 
Nige Kaupa, DFAT Program Manager  
Gerard Ng, UNDP Humanitarian Coordination Specialist 
Philomena Emilio, UNDP Project Associate DRM 
Charles Kelly, UNDP Recovery Consultant 
 
Apologies: WFP 


