
 

 

 

Items with average price increase:  
Wheat flour (High Price) average price negligibly increased by 

0.8%. The increase occurred in: 

   Jalalabad (4.5%), Maimana (3.8%), Kandahar (2.7%) and 

Hirat (0.7%) 

Main reason for the increase was temporary supply shortage from 

source points (Kazakhstan and Pakistan) as well as daily price 

fluctuation. While a decrease occurred only in: 

 Mazar (3.8%) 

Main reason for the decrease was increased supply from source of 

point (Kazakhstan). The variation in other main cities was zero. 

 
Wheat flour (Low Price) average price negligibly increased by 

0.3%. The increase occurred in: 

 Maimana (4.3%), Hirat (2.2%) and Kandahar (0.4%)  

Main reason for the increase was temporary decreased supply from 

source points (Kazakhstan and Pakistan) as well as daily price 

fluctuation. While a decrease occurred only in: 

 Mazar (4.3%) 

Main reason for the decrease was increased supply from source point 

(Kazakhstan). The variation in other main cities was zero. 

 
Cooking Oil average price negligibly increased by 0.8%, the 

increase occurred in: 

 Hirat (3.7%), Mazar (1.3%), Kandahar (1.1%) and Jalalabad 

(0.7%) 

Main reason for the increase was increased prices across the border 

with Pakistan and decreased supply. The variation in other main 

cities was zero. 

 
Sugar average price was negligibly increased by 0.6%, the increase 

occurred in: 

 Kabul (5.3%) and Jalalabad (2.3%)  

Main reason for the increase was increased prices across the border 

with Pakistan. The variation in other main cities was zero. 

 
Unskilled labor wage/day average was slightly increased by 4.9%, 

the increase only occurred in: 

 Faizabad (50%) 

Main reason for the increased labor opportunities in agriculture 

sector due to start of cultivation season. The variation in other main 

cities was zero. 

 
Number of days averagely worked by a laborer per week slightly 

increased by 4.9%, the increase only occurred in: 

 Nili (33.3%, from 3 day to 4 days per week)  

Main reason for the increase was increased availability of work due 

to improved weather condition and labor demand for agriculture 

activities. The variation in other main cities was zero.  

Items with average price decrease:  
Wheat average price negligibly decreased by 0.3%. The decrease 

occurred in: 

 Mazar (4.5%), Kandahar (1.2%) and Hirat (1.0%)  

Main reason for the decrease in Kandahar was daily price fluctuation, 

while in Mazar and Hirat was increased supply of local wheat and 

Kazak wheat from source points as well as increased demand of 

traders who buy in bulk and transport to the neighboring provinces. 

While an increase occurred only in: 

 Jalalabad (5.0%) 

 

 

 

Main reason for the increase was decreased supply of Tajiki wheat 

flour. The variation in other main cities was zero. 

 
Rice (High Quality) average price negligibly decreased by 0.2%, 

the decrease only occurred in: 

 Hirat (3.2%)  

 Main reason for the decrease was increased supply from source 

points (Pakistan & India). While a decrease occurred only in: 

 Kandahar (0.8%) 

Main reason for the decrease was daily price fluctuation. The 

variation in other main cities was zero. 

Rice (Low Quality) average price negligibly decreased by 0.2%. 

The decrease only occurred in: 

 Kandahar (2.6%) 

Main reason for the decrease was decreased demand of customers. 

The variation in other main cities was zero. 

 
Diesel average price negligibly decreased by 0.7%, the decrease only 

occurred in: 

 Hirat (6.1%) 

Main reason for the decrease was increased supply from source point 

(Iran). The variation in other main cities was zero. 

 

Items with no price changes:  
Pulses, Salt, Bread, skilled labor wage and One year alive female 

sheep remained unchanged in the 4th week of March compared to the 

3rd week of March 2016.  

Term of Trade (ToT) Situation:  
One year alive female sheep/Wheat ToT average improved by 

0.1%, the improvement occurred in: 

  Mazar (4.8%), Kandahar (1.2%) and Hirat (1.0%)  

Main reason for improvement was decreased wheat price.  

This ToT deteriorated in: 

 Jalalabad (4.8%) 

The main reason was increased wheat price. The variation in other 

main cities was zero. 

 
Casual labor/Wheat ToT average improved by 4.6%, the 

improvement occurred in: 

  Mazar (4.8%), Kandahar (1.2%) and Hirat (1.0%) 

Main reason for improvement was decreased wheat price.  

This ToT deteriorated in: 

 Jalalabad (4.8%) 

The main reason was increased wheat price. The variation in other 

main cities was zero. 

 
Currency exchange rate: The average value of Afghan currency 

against US dollar negligibly decreased by 0.3% (The value of Afghan 

currency against US dollar increased from US$ 1=AFN 68.33 in the 3rd 

week of March 2016 to US$ 1=AFN 68.54 in the 4th week of March 2016). 
 

 

                       

 

Source: WFP/VAM market data from Afghanistan main cities (Kabul, Kandahar, Mazar, 
Jalalabad, Faizabad, Hirat, Maimana and Nili) 
Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) – World Food Programme (WFP), Afghanistan 

 

 

 

Market price heads up note for the 4th week of March 2016 (27th    – 29th    March 2016) 

Afghanistan main cities market price comparison of 4th week of March with 3rd week of March 2016 
 

 


