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Special Report
Listening to people affected by 
the crisis in Sinjar

WFP/Sara La Malfa



Context
Between ten and fourty thousand Yazidis were trapped on Sinjar Mountain by ISIL after fleeing other 
conflict-affected areas in August 2014. WFP began assisting people in Sinjar soon after Peshmerga forces 
liberated the area in November 2015. As one of the first humanitarian responders, WFP immediately 
supported 2,500 families with monthly food rations in Sharfadin village and Sinjar Mountain. As access to 
Sinjar mountain opened up for humanitarian workers, WFP met some of the affected families who were 
supported by WFP through its cooperating partner, the Barzani Charitable Foundation (BCF). WFP organized 
community consultations with Yazidi men and women living on Sinjar Mountain to learn more about the lives 
and concerns of those living in the area. Community consultations with Yazidi men and women were 
organized with the goals of having a deeper understanding of the ethnic and religious dynamics of 
displacement and the return of communities; generating better knowledge of gaps in food assistance for 
communities; and promoting trust between WFP and conflict-affected IDPs by having open dialogue and 
communications

Participant profiles
Separate consultations were organized for Yazidi men between 18 and 40, each representing a household, 
and females from the community. For all participants, the size of their households varied between four and 
16 members. Female participants were all in their twenties; most of the them were married and nearly all of 
them were living with their families. Out of a group of eight women, three women were college graduates, 
whereas others had studied up to grade eight. Most of the men consulted were jobless. On the other hand, 
most of the women consulted said they had family members working as day labourers in the neighboring 
wheat farms during harvesting season. The consultations were held in a frank atmosphere, where the 
participants were interactive, comfortable and forthcoming with their concerns.

Findings
On displacement and return
People who are currently living on the mountain were primarily displaced from different areas in Sinjar 
district and the neighboring villages during 2014. Some of them moved to the mountain at the beginning of 
the crisis whereas others went to Sinjar Mountain in recent months. 
Participants of both consultations were Yazidis. The participants mentioned that they had come to the 
mountains from camps and non-camp locations, including Dohuk, Zakho, Sulaymaniya and Akre. Before the 
crisis, most of these families were living in Sinjar district, and they said they had come back to be among 
their ethnic community. Other than ethnic reasons, several other reasons contributed to returning to Sinjar 
Mountain, such as high prices for accommodation and basic services elsewhere and an inability to find 
available accommodation or social services in other locations. However, ethnic origin was the prevailing 
reason for their movement. 

Ethnic and religious difference also became challenging for certain families in the camp settings. Jamila, 
twenty years old, came to Sinjar Mountain a year ago with her husband and in-laws from Akre, where she 
lived for eight months following the onset of the conflict in 2014. Jamila and her family originally moved 
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Communicating with Communities
In any humanitarian emergency, it is crucial to 
deliver timely food assistance while maintaining 
good contact with crisis-affected households. This 
ensures that assistance is provided in the most 
appropriate, effective, and efficient way, and enables 
vulnerable families can meet their food needs. In 
doing so, assistance must adhere to a 
people-centered approach. This means that the 
affected populations are consulted regularly in order 
to check that their needs and preferences are 
considered and that humanitarian workers remain 
accountable to crisis-affected populations. This 
approach is guided by the overall framework for 
“Accountability to Affected Populations” and 
“Communicating with Communities”. WFP regularly 
meets with its affected communities to strengthen 
and mainstream this people centered approach in its 
programme. 

from one of the villages of Sinjar district after the conflict.  She said that her family left Mamilan camp in Akre, 
as a result of a fight, which happened between Yazidi and Muslims at the camp. 

On food and other assistance
The Yazidi communities remain scattered across Sinjar Mountain, living in tents and home-made shelters. After 
ISIL was forced out of the area in December 2015, various political and humanitarian groups assisted the Yazidi 
people there. Other than WFP assistance, some families received intermittent food distributions from the main 
political party in the area, the PKK. All participants 
were registered on the Public Distribution System 
(PDS), and also received their PDS assistance, 
though they didn't find it reliable. Indeed, one 
participant had to go to Dohuk to receive their 
entitlement. This meant that transportation costs 
were high while PDS supplies were irregular or 
incomplete. Most of the participants complained 
about the quality of rice and chickpeas. Male 
participants said that they usually mix the sticky 
rice given by WFP with rice of a different quality. 
One female participant said that she liked to cook 
rice with beans but due to the quality of rice, they 
couldn't cook it the way the were accustomed to. 
The participants appreciated food items such as 
oil, sugar, salt and wheat flour received from WFP 
in terms of both quality and quantity. Other than 
WFP and PDS assistance, the discussions revealed 
that there is food and other assistance available 
for families who have joined the PKK political 
party. They also recalled receiving WFP assistance 
through airdrops while fighting was ongoing. 
Discussions with participants also suggested that there are 50 families who never left the mountain and are 
receiving assistance alongside IDPs. The neighboring town of Sanuni has a hospital and there is a school at the 
top of the mountain covering grades one to nine. For the participants, the facilities provided at the hospital were 
not sufficient and they had to travel to Dohuk for the treatment of severe medical conditions.

WFP’s Midya Khudur and Bijar Muhyadeen led the discussions with male groups of participants, while Fakhir 
Hassan led the discussions with the female groups.
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