
RAPID ASSESSMENT 
JAZEERA, NGOP AND THANYANG, RUBKONA COUNTY



• Jazeera, Ngop and Thanyang are located in Rubkona, an 
administrative division of Northern Liech State and formerly part of 
Unity State, which has seen a significant level of armed conflict since 
the outbreak of violence in December 2013. 

• Jazeera: large presence of IDPs and recent returnees, who have 
outnumbered the resident population - additional pressure on the 
host community in terms of sharing scarce available resources. 

• January 2018 IPC: Rubkona county phase 3 - could further 
deteriorate to an Emergency Situation (IPC phase 4) in the lean 
season, may humanitarian assistance not be provided. 

• Since the September 2017 IPC release, a combination of harvests 
and humanitarian assistance in the last quarter of 2017 prevented 
the further worsening of food security conditions. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW



• RECOMMENDATIONSMAIN FINDINGS

• Overall food security situation is distressing as a result of manifold and traversing drivers that includes conflict, inter-
communal violence, displacement, economic decline, shortage of rainfall, poverty and disruption of livelihoods. 

• Most households are facing severe food security situation and have not received any assistance for more than a year;

• Due to the dry season, even the river water has dried due to which they are not able to do fishing. This is affecting 
negatively the food consumption of this population; 

• Due to the shortage of rainfall, the community unable to cultivate their land;

• Risk of inter-ethnical tensions between populations in Ngop and Thanyang

Most pressing humanitarian needs reported and observed are: 

• WASH (reparation of boreholes); 
• Food assistance and livelihood support;
• Health (reinstallation of health services); 
• NFIs (jerry cans and household utensils) and 
• Education. 

The people mostly in need are the most vulnerable among the IDPs.



• RECOMMENDATIONSLIVELIHOODS

• Main livelihoods of the area have been disrupted by the ongoing 
conflict and multiple displacements. 

• The local populations have abandoned land farming and lost most of 
their livestock mainly as a result of looting. 

• Normal income sources including agricultural labour, casual labour, 
sale of livestock and natural resources have been substantially 
disrupted by the conflict following repeated displacement, looting 
and destruction of productive assets. 

• The local market is currently not functioning; therefore, the local 
community is entirely relying on collection of wild foods. 



Jazeera: Ngop: Thanyang:

 The only source of cash income is from the sale

of charcoal. The residents of the community

were reported cultivating sorghum and maize in

a reduced part.

 Own production is sufficient for 3 months only.

 Less than 25% of the resident population in the

community reported owning livestock (2-3

cattle).

 The only source of cash income is from the

sale of charcoal.

 No production reported due to shortage of

rainfall

 Less than 25% of the respondents reported

owning livestock (2 – 3 cattle).

 The only source of cash income is from

the sale of charcoal.

 No production reported due to

shortage of rainfall

 No livestock was reported by the

respondents.

LIVELIHOODS (cont.)

LIVELIHOODS (cont.)

 It takes four days to reach to Rubkona

market.

 Some protection concerns were reported

by female coming back from the Rubkona

market

 The nearest market is the one in

Bentiu which takes 5 days to reach

there.

 The nearest market is the one in

Bentiu which takes 6 days to reach

there.

MARKETSRECOMMENDATIONS



• RECOMMENDATIONSOTHER FINDINGS

Service mapping

• No basic infrastructure currently available as repeated attacks resulted in massive destruction. 

• Services such as health, education and water are currently unavailable even though a number of displaced people 
have already returned. Teachers and medical practitioners have left as a result of insecurity and lack of material.

• Most households have no shelter and are living under trees. 

• Communities feel safe walking in a radius of four hours from the landing strip and explained that most of the 
community lives in this vicinity. They do not feel safe going further as a results of insecurity. 

Education

• No operating school and no presence of teachers.

Health 

• There is no operating health facility reported in these locations and no 
presence of medical practitioners

• Common diseases reported include typhoid, malaria, anemia, 
diarrhea, cholera, Urinary tract infection, TB etc. The communities 
reported epidemics of water-borne diseases such as cholera. 



• RECOMMENDATIONSOTHER FINDINGS (cont.)
WASH

• The overall WASH situation is alarming with no access to safe drinking water in any of the assessed locations. The 
communities are practicing open defecation. The adolescent girls and women have to walk up to 2-4 hours to collect muddy 
water for drinking. 

• Three boreholes were reported in Jazeera but none of them is functioning.

Shelter:

• Lack of appropriate shelters: a very vulnerable group in Jazeera was living under trees with a number of small children while 
in Ngop and Thonyong many of the homes had also been burnt. 

Gender and Protection 

• No incidents were reported from previous distribution activities in the location but a number of other protection risks were 
identified. 

• Lack of shelter is a particular protection risk in these location. Any activities would also need to consider the needs for water,
NFIs and access to medical care. The women-headed households displaced from Mayom are particularly at risk. 

• High number of separated and unaccompanied minors. 

• Mobility due to insecurity remains limited/restricted and any activities should be conducted as closely as possible to the area 
where the communities are residing. 



• RECOMMENDATIONSOTHER FINDINGS (cont.)

Security/ safety concerns:

• This area experienced increased levels of insecurity in the 
second half on 2016, which caused WFP to suspend its 
operations;

• Currently, in Jazeera, no major security threat is foreseen. 
In Ngop and Thanyang, the security situation remains more 
volatile considering their proximity to Buaw (Koch), which 
has been very unstable in the last few months;

• Risks of inter-ethical tension between populations in Ngop 
and Thanyang were reported. This would require that any 
assistance is provided in two different sites, despite the 
proximity of these two locations.

• The observed presence of cattle in Jazeera could constitute 
a potential security risk (e.g. possible cattle raids). 



• RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS
Most pressing humanitarian needs reported and observed are: 

• WASH (reparation of boreholes); 
• Food assistance and livelihood support;
• Health (reinstallation of health services); 
• NFIs (jerry cans and household utensils) and 
• Education. 

The people mostly in need are the most vulnerable among the IDPs.

Food security related specific recommendations:

Food assistance should be provided as soon as possible. This assistance should:

• be preceded by a population verification exercise;

• be complemented by distribution of seeds for kitchen gardening, agricultural tools and fishing kits;

• As the planting season is approaching and on condition that security prevails, an inter-agency approach is recommended to 
support the rebuilding of livelihoods, mobile health clinics and access to clean drinking water;

• Considering the risk of inter-ethnical tensions between populations in Ngop and Thanyang, assistance should be provided at 
two different sides simultaneously in order to minimize any protection risks. 



lia.pozzi@wfp.org


