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This report is produced by the Humanitarian Coordination Task Team (HCTT) of Bangladesh in collaboration with humanitarian partners.  

Highlights 
• Response activities continue while many agencies are also transitioning to recovery activities. 
• Resources of many response agencies have been under strain due to the response to the refugee crisis in Cox’s 

Bazar. 
• There are still large numbers of people displaced across the affected districts who are likely to remain without 

significant assistance or permanent shelter for many months to come. 
• Short-term food assistance, including Multi-Purpose Cash Grant, was provided to 583,180 people by the 

Government of Bangladesh.  
 

8 million 
Affected people 

32 
Affected Districts 

145 
Dead  

103,500 
Houses Destroyed  

633,792 
Houses Damaged 

4,636 
Damaged 
Education 
Infrastructure 

Situation Overview 
Since 11 August 2017, heavy monsoon rains have caused intense flooding across more than one-third of 
Bangladesh. As per the analysis by the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief (MoDMR), the floods may be 
the worst in the last four decades. Incessant heavy rainfall brought by the monsoon triggered flooding in five divisions, 
31 districts, 176 Upazilas and 1,173 Unions. Since the launch of the Humanitarian Coordination Task Team (HCTT) 
Emergency Response Plan, 145 people have lost their lives. Humanitarian agencies continue to work alongside local 
partners to address the needs of affected communities, and are working to transition towards early recovery.  

Funding 
A dashboard has been released to provide an overview of current funding allocated to the monsoon flood response. 
According to the dashboard, the plan is 46 per cent funded. Multiple humanitarian crises in Bangladesh mean that 
resources, personnel, and funding are being diverted from the flood response to address other humanitarian needs.   
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Humanitarian Response 

Early Recovery 

Needs 
- Secondary information and reflections from UNDP’s project beneficiaries suggested 

that to cope with the current situation, they require unconditional cash support (cash 
for work) and different trade based skill trainings. Also shows that day labourers are 
now facing the most challenging situation as they have no work opportunity due to 
disruption of employment in the work sector.  

- Monsoon floods have damaged the critical infrastructure (earthen roads, connecting bridges, community 
markets, etc.). Therefore, community people couldn’t able  to buy and sell their products/commodities as before 
and food prices have also increased significantly. Local overnment officials of affected areas stated that due to 
limited budget, timely restoration of critical infrastructure is very challenging. 

 
Response:   
- Government counterparts have inspected the affected areas and are providing support for Cash for Work (CfW) 

assistance 
- BRAC has provided provided early recovery to 4,216 HHs.  
- As co-lead of Early Recovery Cluster, UNDP is going to support (around USD687,280) to the affected people for 

quickest recovery in the worst affected districts i.e Gaibandha, Bogra, Nilphamari, Gaibandha & Lalmonirhat 
districts. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 
 
- Consecutive disasters restrain the overall effort to reach the maximum affected people considering priority and 

resource constraints 

 

 Food Security 

Needs:  
- Over 650,000 hectares of standing crops across 32 districts have been damaged; 

the worst-affected crops are paddy (summer rice), jute (vegetable fibre), dhaincha 
(multipurpose legume) and vegetables.  

- Damage to agriculture will likely have an impact on the availability and price of food, 
with 1.5 million people in need of food assistance (immediate and short-term);  

- 179,943 children under five and 90,568 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) need  
- Targeted Food Distribution.  
- There is reportedly significant damage to fishing infrastructures and fish cultures and on livestock (disease, 

increase of the price of hay and fodder) although the impact will only be fully understood when waters recede.  
- Damage to agriculture is likely to have an impact on food security and access to daily labor opportunities for the 

most vulnerable. 
 

Response: 

As of 15 October 2017, 338,957 households reached:  
- Immediate food assistance was provided to more than three million people by the Government of Bangladesh 

(GoB) (2.8m people) and to nearly 583,180 people by WFP, BRAC, BDRCS, ADRA, CBM and Islamic Relief. 
- Short-term food assistance (including Multi-Purpose Cash Grant - MPCG) was provided to 583,180 people by 

GoB (81,325 people), INGOs (Oxfam, WVI, Plan International, SCI, RI, IRB, ICCO, CBM, CA, HI, Oxfam), local 
NGOs (Caritas, BRAC), BDRCS, and WFP which started its cash assistance programme (funded by DFAT and 
CERF).  

- Action Against Hunger, ICCO, BRAC, and Plan International implemented livelihood activities targeting 32,305 
people. 

- The Ministry of Agriculture will provide assistance to 0.6 million farmers with 5 kg seeds boro or 1 kg wheat seed 
or 2 kg maize seeds or 1 kg mustard oil or 1kg pulse seed, 20 kg DAP, 10 kg MOP and 10 billion BDT for the 
next crop.  

- The FSC partners responded in 34 districts. The response in the 6 HRP districts reaches over 70% of the funding. 

2 million   
People need early 
recovery support  

1.7  million 
people 

reached 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

- Limited funding is available for recovery livelihood.  
- The FSC team is overstretched by the Rohingyas crisis and has decide to postpone the phase 3 light assessment 

to further notice. 
  
Transition to recovery phase 
- The FSC team will consult its partners regarding the phase 3 light assessment which was initially planned in 

September – it was postponed due to the Rohingyas crisis. If the consultation is positive, the FSC team will 
conduct this assessment. 

 

Protection-GBV  

 

Needs:  

- Total estimated people in need of GBV Cluster assistance: 100,810. 
- Provision of emergency GBV case management services at identified entry points 

for service referral. 
- Distribution of clothing, personal hygiene items, and torches to enhance personal dignity, safety, and mobility of 

women and girls. 
- Identification of safe spaces for women and girls as entry points for GBV service referral. 
- Establishment of community watch groups to monitor safety and security risks in settlement areas. 

 
Response: 

- Distribution of 4,850 dignity kits to women and girls in Gaibhandha, Kurigram, and Jamalpur, Dinajpur, and 
Sirajganj.  

- Delivery of integrated GBV/sexual and reproductive health emergency mobile health services in 35 locations 
across Kurigram, Gaibanda, and Jamalpur. 

- Provided psychosocial support to approximately 12,000 women and girls through 40 mobile health camps. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 

- Hardship accessing comprehensive care services at One Stop Crisis Centers (OCC) for GBV survivors due to 
distance, terrain, lack of service awareness, and weak coordination of care at service delivery points. 

- No identified service providers conducting GBV case management services to enhance linkages between law 
enforcement, legal, medical, and psychosocial support services for GBV survivors. 

- No spaces for women and girls to access safe, confidential GBV survivor support services in areas supported by 
mobile health services. 

- Weak service provider networks to facilitate multi-sectoral GBV response at district level. 
  
Transition to Early Recovery: 
- The GBV Cluster will engage steps to establish a sub-national cluster to support efforts to strengthen multi-

sectoral response mechanisms and ongoing programming in the disaster-affected districts.  

 

Shelter 

 

Needs:  

- The latest Government figures show that 103,855 houses have been fully damaged, 
and 633,722 houses have been partially damaged.  

- The Shelter Cluster Flood Response Strategy targets a total of 320,000 people to 
receive emergency and recovery shelter assistance, of which 154,380 people are 
have been identified to receive support from shelter cluster partners. 

- The Shelter Cluster is working together with partner agencies to estimate the number and location of other 
families who remain displaced and may be in need of further shelter assistance. 

  

12,000 received 

psychosocial support 

154,380 
people to  be reached 
with emergency and 

recovery shelter 
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Response: 

- The distribution of emergency shelter support is continuing and likely to extend until the end of November / early 
December.  

- To date, Shelter Cluster agencies have reached 37,250 people with emergency shelter, and support for a further 
73,970 people is in the pipeline over the coming weeks.  

- The total number of people targeted by partners for emergency shelter has reduced slightly since the previous 
reporting period because of agency decisions to increase the total package in line with shelter cluster 
recommendations. 

- Emergency support has included the provision of emergency shelter items such as tarpaulins, CGI, shelter tool 
kits, NFIs (such as solar lights, blankets, candles, fire boxes, mosquito nets), or their cash equivalent. 

- Agencies have also planned early recovery support for a further 43,160 people, through support for the repair of 
damaged homes and permanent housing reconstruction or cash assistance for leasing/purchasing land for 
relocation, but these activities are yet to commence. 

- For families who have moved back into their homes and are undertaking construction or repairs, partners are 
planning to distribute IEC materials on Building Back Safer (BBS), masons training and community-based training 
on hazard awareness, preparedness and disaster risk reduction (DRR). 

- Priority has been given to displaced people who do not have sufficient resources to repair or rebuild their homes, 
with a focus on those who are especially vulnerable due to landlessness, people living in vulnerable areas, 
female-headed households, people with disabilities and the elderly. 

- The Shelter Cluster has also been supporting partners with the development of IEC materials and information on 
how to integrate gender and diversity considerations into emergency shelter programming. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

- With cooler weather expected in northern areas from December to February, some partners have also been 
providing support for winterization through the distribution of high thermal blankets for displaced and vulnerable 
households in colder areas. 

- Unfortunately, the resources of many response agencies have been under strain due to the response to the 
population movement crisis in Cox’s Bazar and participation in flood coordination meetings and tracking the 
response has been an ongoing challenge. 

- Funding for committed for shelter recovery activities stands at only $130,000 as compared to $1,740,000 for 
emergency shelter, suggesting that much for the funding for planned recovery activities is yet to be confirmed.. 

- It is estimated that there are still large numbers of people displaced across the affected districts who are likely to 
remain without significant assistance or permanent shelter for many months to come. 

- The Shelter Cluster will continue to advocate for further resource allocations to support those in most need. 
- More detail on the allocation of current resources by district, agency and type of assistance is available on the 

Shelter Cluster website: http://www.sheltercluster.org/response/bangladesh-monsoon-floods-2017  

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

- Almost all flood-affected people require some form of WASH assistance.  
- An estimated three million people (children, women, adolescent girls, elderly, 

disabled) have special needs that require targeted WASH assistance.  
- Due to the contamination of water sources - especially tube wells, which are the main 

source of safe water in affected areas - the affected population is using alternative 
and unsafe water sources, which may lead to an outbreak of water-borne diseases, and exacerbate any pre-
existing health and nutrition issues.  

-  
Response:  

- The Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE), with the support of UNICEF and other WASH cluster 
partners, has reached 2.2 million people. 

- DPHE has raised 2,294 tube-wells, Repaired 10,814 tube-wells, Disinfected 30,592 tube-wells, Installed 379 new 
tube-wells, and constructed 836 latrines, n flood Shelters, distributed 1,069,855 water purification tablets, 5,401 
kg of bleaching powder, 6,500 jerry cans, and 849 hygiene kits. 

- In addition, DPHE mobilized Five water treatment plants and have started producing safe water (2,000L/hour) in 
five districts (Jamalpur, Sirajgonj, Bgura, Kurigram, Gaibandha). 

1,069,855  
distributed water 

purification tablets 

http://www.sheltercluster.org/response/bangladesh-monsoon-floods-2017
http://www.sheltercluster.org/response/bangladesh-monsoon-floods-2017
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- Terre des Hommes (TdH) has also mobilized three mobile water treatment plants and distributed 26,484L purified 
water to 2,789 households and has distributed 3,000 hygiene kits to 3,000 families in Kurigram. 

- The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) with support from IFRC is distributing purified drinking water 
through five water purification units; a total of 50,000 liters have been distributed to approximately 3035,000 
people. BDRCS has distributed additional 14,000 water purification tablets, 16,0000units jerrycans and 
130,000sachets of Oral Rehydration Salt (ORS) to 13000 families. Besides, 5000 Hygiene kits were distributed 
among the 5000 household in Kurigram, Dinajpur, Tangail, Jamalpur and Sirajgonj.  

- BRAC has reached 28,100 people in 20 upazila under 11 districts and distributed NFI. BRAC also installed 29 
temporary latrine and 18 tube well in Jessore and Dinajpur districts 

- World Vision has disseminated hygiene messages to 3,399 HHs during distribution of MPG in five districts 
(Dinajpur, Joypurhat, Nilphamary, Nowgaon and Sunamgonj). Planning to distribute shelter and hygiene kits to 
646 families dinajpur and Sunamgonj districts.  

- Oxfam has Distributed safe water to 1,500 HHs in Gaibandha district, distributed 3,295 hygiene kits in 4 districts 
(Sirajgonj-1,000 HHs, Kurigram - 1,145 HHs, Dinajpur - 800 HHs and NilPhamari - 350 HHs) and 200 tube wells 
disinfected in Dinajpur and Nilphamari. Mobilising resources for more 2,360 HHs in these four districts. Oxfam 
will be distributing WASH hygiene kits to 2,000 HHs in Dinajpur and Kurigram 

- Save the Children has distributed 2,600 hygiene kits in Kurigram and Sirajgonj  
- Concern worldwide distributed 1,700 hygiene kit to 1,700 families in Lalmonirhat district.  
- Plan International Bangladesh distributed 32,000 water purification tablets, 124 Kg of bleaching powder, 10,000 

liter safe water, 150 Jaricans, soap and NFI to 2009 HHs, installed 141 improved latrines and 16 hand Tubewells, 
repaired 300 Tube well, 1300 Tube wells disinfected, tested water quality of 800 TWs, repaired  2559 HHs latrine, 
in the Dinajpur, Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat and Kurigram Districts. Raising awareness on Hygiene Practice to 
18,045 population and 75 schools students in Kurigram district..  

- WSUP Bangladesh provided orientation to the teachers and school management committees (SMCs) of 65 flood 
affected schools in Dinajpur, Pabna , Nawogoan, Sirajgong, Manikgonh, Jamlapur. WSUP is also supporting 8 
flood affected schools to repair 8 latrines with handwashing facilities and 6 tubewells in Jamalpur and chandpur 
districts. WSUP is reaching around 21000 students , teachers and SMC members.  

 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 

- The Government of Bangladesh (DPHE) is responding with support from UNICEF but there are still huge gaps 
in terms of funding. 

- Very few NGOs have started WASH response with their own resources mobilization or through the START fund. 

 
 

 

Communication with Communities (CwC) 
 

Needs: 

- Total estimated people in need of CwC assistance: 6.9m (all affected people need 
access to information and 2-way communication). 

- Information needs around work and livelihoods remain prominent. Information about 
how to avoid increasing debt levels and access to education are also needed. 

- Mechanisms to collect and collate feedback from affected communities have scaled 
back significantly in the past few weeks: due to lack of resources, responders have 
scaled back on CwC activities. 

 

Response:  

- Most of the direct CwC activities that have been operating during the first part of the response have now scaled 
back due to lack of ongoing resources. 

- Agencies who have been operating CwC activities are carrying out evaluations of their impact. 
- Shelter and WASH clusters have begun production of their own coordinated IEC materials, with support from 

and coordination with Shongjog. 
- Community radio stations continue to meet some of the information needs of communities in some areas. For 

example, Radio Chilmari (Kurigram) is broadcasting programmes covering key recovery-related information such 
as how farmers can obtain seedlings, fertilisers and other items to cope with the situation. 

Over 
300,000 
people 

reached with life-
saving information 
through Facebook  
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- The common communication products previously produced remain available in the materials library: 
https://app.box.com/s/zggjjcpqkcrn30yb7p71fm31u9x2l46v 

 
Gaps and constraints: 
- CwC activity has scaled back in this period, primarily due to lack of resources. Efforts will be made over the 

coming weeks to try to integrate more CwC mechanisms within longer-term recovery plans. 
- A lack of source information has delayed the publication of the next Community Feedback Summary. Any 

agencies who have collected beneficiary feedback information are encouraged to share this with Shongjog 
(fuadur.rabbi@bd.bbcmediaaction.org) in order that a final summary can be produced before the end of October. 

 

Cross-cutting considerations 
Gender 
 
Lack of (or limited) systematic sex and age-disaggregated data (SADD) that can be translated into gender analysis 
for planning and delivery of services has been one of the challenges to humanitarian response in Bangladesh. The 
work of the GiHA WG in identifying gender issues emerging from the 72 Hours Analysis of the Impact of the 
Bangladesh 2017 August Floods, aided the integration of gender issues into planning and delivery of humanitarian 
services in the Shelter, GBV, WASH, Health, Food Security, Nutrition and Early Recovery Clusters of the HCTT. By 
this, humanitarian assistance provided has been gender responsive in meeting the needs of the flood affected 
population. 
 
Considering that Bangladesh experiences floods almost every year in which women and men have been impacted 
differently, the GiHA WG is currently conducting a comprehensive Gender Analysis of Cluster specific needs of 2017 
August floods. The gender analysis is examining how gender dynamics (traditional norms, gender roles and gender 
inequalities) affects women’s, girls’, boy’s and men’s capacity to respond to floods and will show how that relates to 
delivery of services across HCTT clusters and to early recovering from the impact of the floods. This will provide a 
baseline and further guidance to humanitarian response to floods and other natural disasters in Bangladesh both 
intermediately and long-term in addressing the needs of women, girls, boys and men in a gender responsive manner. 
 
The GiHA WG (co-chaired by the GoB Department of Women Affairs and UN Women with the technical support of 
Senior GenCap Advisor) will continue, at this implementation stage of the HCTT Response Plan for Monsoon Flood 
(August-January 2018), to work closely with HCTT Clusters to make sure that the expected results of humanitarian 
assistance are achieved meeting the needs of populations affected by 2017 August floods. Cluster coordinators and 
leads should continue supporting the work of the GiHA WG (and vice versa) for sustainable technical gender support 
to Clusters in the implementation of the response plan. Close coordination should also be maintained with the Needs 
Assessment Working Group (NAWG) and Clusters to ensure gender analysis is integrated in needs assessments 
and used in planning, delivery and reporting of humanitarian assistance reports. 
 
Communication with Communities 
 
Shongjog’s support to other clusters is available with design and production of communication products 
(leaflets/posters, audio, video, face-to-face activities, etc.) as well as technical advice and support to agencies 
wanting to embed 2-way CwC activities within their response. Requests can be made via: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIqLHs5QARY5Fi90_gX0-
7oG8Mo5hDc_P_pZAh4KoLM2n73A/viewform  
 
 
 

*** 
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