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Food Security Sector Rapid Assessment Checklist 

Overview 

This checklist is designed to provide a minimum set of key elements of food security to be addressed while collecting 

a data within an initial 1 week of rapid onset of mass displacements in a new area. The purpose of collecting the 

information is to provide the sectors with relevant information including from besieged and HTR locations. 

Methodology 

First: 

Focus Group Discussions (FDG) should cover 3 to 10 members per group with a recommended number of 5 per each 

geographical area. FG members should chosen based on geographical locations, local affiliations and prior 

occupations.  

Ensure the number female and male Focus Group members and enumerators is as equal as possible so that needs and 

concerns of all segments of society are expressed and taken into account. 

Then if FGDs cannot be accessed: 

Key Informants (KIs) (community leaders, sector experts, etc.) with more than 3 persons per geographical area, both 

at the sub-district and community/village level, who know about new arrivals of IDPs at the sub-district level. Key 

informants are people with specific knowledge about certain  

Access and Utilization – key elements to be looked at 

1. Profile of the area  

2. Profile of group displaced 

3. What food sources are there 

4. Who has access to them 

5. Main constraints to access 

a. Physical and logistic constraints to market (roads damaged, too far, no transport, etc.). 

b. Lack of adapted services for persons with restricted mobility (older persons, persons with disability) 
c. Insecurity hindering movement or access to goods and services 

d. Lack of information on available food aid (distribution sites, market, time) 

e. Discrimination (delays in registration processes, relationship to incoming groups/governance) 

f. Lack of money, income or resources 

6. Previous response in the area 

7. Projected length of displacement  

8. Where are the displaced located and were they receiving food and/or livelihood humanitarian assistance there 

9. Basic access to water, fuel and for cooking supplies  

 

Availability and Stabilization – key elements to be looked at 

Top 5 priority needs  

1. Food (Bread, Fruits/vegetables, Pulses/meat, Rice, Dairy, Sugar, Oil) availability for the last 7 days  

2. Sources of availability (markets, shops, home or local production, stock, informal channels, food aid)  

3. If food aid, determine the frequency 

4. Changes in the prices of food (as above) commodities  


