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FOOD SECURITY SECTOR – oPt 

May 24th 2017 - Minutes of Meeting - West Bank   

Date, venue: May 24th 10:00-12:00, PARC office in Ramallah  

Facilitators:   Marco Ferloni 

Agenda: 
1. HRP 2017 Q_1 review 

2. FSS advocacy focal point. 

3. Access to agricultural land: 

 Recent access regime to agricultural land-North WB 

 Access restriction to evacuated lands  
4. Coordination mechanism related to response to 

demolition/update.  
5. Partners corner.  
6. HPF update  
7. AoB 
 

Attachments: 
1. HRP 2017 Q_1 review 
2.  

 Meeting was opened by Marco Ferloni by welcoming all the participants and apologizing for 
changing the date and venue of the meeting in the last minute due to security situation and 
access difficulties on initial date. 

1. HRP 2017 Q-1 review  

 FSS presented an updated review for the HRP 1st quarter reporting. 

 Summary of findings addressed are: 
- Funding ratio for Palestine HRP is the lowest in the region with only 13% of requested 

fund; 
- FSS comes on the top of other clusters (without considering the Coordination) for in-

country funds received, with 14% of the overall fund requested (300M$). However, it 
Is worth mentioning the differences among the various FSS components, In fact, only 
1.2% of received funds (0.5M$ out of 41.5M$) went for livelihood support. 

 Full details can be found on the following link (http://fscluster.org/state-of-
palestine/document/hrp-q1-2017-fss) 

 

http://fscluster.org/state-of-palestine/document/hrp-q1-2017-fss
http://fscluster.org/state-of-palestine/document/hrp-q1-2017-fss
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2.  FSS advocacy focal point   

 The idea behind the nomination of focal points was to re-activate the FSS advocacy initiatives, 
and linkages with wider initiatives at national level, to set up an initial structure for the inclusion 
of all FSS partners, to outline few main objectives, and to revise the coordination mechanism 
with other similar groups and within the FSS. 

 The FSS coordination team got in contact with the Palestinian Farmers Union – PFU – as they 
are active in advocacy and available partner to be FSS Advocacy Focal Points in addition to ACF 
in the West Bank. 

 A PFU representative delivered a quick presentation of the organization, highlighting the fact 
that PFU had identified farmers rights and representation as their main mandate through: 

 Representing and promoting farmers rights. 

 Developing, enabling, and empowering policies, laws, and legal frameworks. 

 Advocating and lobbing farmers economic, social and political rights. 

 Organizing and building farmers organizations capacity and awareness. 

 The FSS general assembly endorsed PFU nomination. 

 The FSS advocacy focal points in the West Bank are: 

ACF: Elena Dikomitis 
edikomitis@pt.acfspain.org 
Mobile number: 0546 75 88 78 

PFU: Dawood Hammoudeh 
admin@Pafu.ps 
Mobile number: 0569 899 662 

 

3. Access to agricultural land 

 
 

 Recent access regime to agricultural land-North WB: 
 In February 2017, in northern West Bank new regulations regarding the 

agricultural barrier permits (for accessing agricultural gates) have been issued 
by Israeli authorities. 

 The new regulation implies no permit for registered owners who have less 
than   5 dunums. Other criteria are applied to larger properties, still limiting free 
access to agricultural land. 

 The expected impact of this issue is that the renewal of valid permits will not be 
possible for people out of the “criteria”. If this is going to be enforced as 
announced, according to Palestinian DCL office Jenin, only 45% of the permits 
will be valid until the end of 2017 year. 

mailto:edikomitis@pt.acfspain.org
mailto:admin@Pafu.ps
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  This also means that less people will have access to lands. Usually, owners are 
old people, and lands of wide areas are not divided into portions for the 
inheritors, who are also spread in different locations, sometimes out of the 
country, sometimes they have passed away and have inheritors themselves. So 
the registry of the land for a specific owner does not reflect the actual 
beneficiaries/owners of the land. These new regulations are expected to prevent 
and limit more Palestinian farmers to accessing their lands. 

 It is understood that the PA, in close coordination with key actors, will follow up 
this issue, which may include courts procedures. 

 
 Access restriction to evacuated lands  

 A representative from the organization Yesh Din highlighted the point of the 
evacuated outpost lands not used by Palestinian farmers. 

 These lands are left abandoned without any access by the owners. This fact 
actually is very harmful for future efforts set forth by Yesh Din, as such cases can 
be used in the future by legal actions claiming the legality of land takeover. 

 Yesh Din cited two main reasons behind this non-access; a) people are afraid due 
to settlers violence for which Yesh Din would provide the needed legal 
interventions, and b) the rehabilitation of the land needs a large investment 
capitals, something that the land owners don’t usually have. 

 The MoA will highlight this gap and plan to intervene in these areas. The same 
appies for FSS partners through their programmes. 

 ACCO, Area C Coordination Office, in close coordination with the governor offices 
in all governorates, will establish coordination committees in order to better 
follow up the coordination of activities at field level. 

 These committees will include also the line ministries and active partners in the 
governorate. 

 The core function of these committees is to coordinate/talk with each other in 
addition to avoid any possible gap and/or duplication.  

4. Coordination mechanism related to response to demolition update  

 
 Following the last FSS meeting, two ad hoc meetings were conducted with key actors. 
 As the MoA have a programme to support those affected farmers, it was agreed that 

partners should share their list of targeted communities with MoA in order to avoid any 
possible duplication. This raises issue related to the confidentiality of data handled by 
the MoA. 

 The FSS is promoting a discussion on this point at the ICCG level, in order to agree on 
common producers and protocols, when possible, for all clusters/sectors with respective 
line ministries. 

5. Partners corner   

 
 ESDC has two year project aiming to enhance the resilience of Palestinians in the seam 

zone and area C. 
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 The project objective is that the right to livelihood is  enhanced  for 319   Palestinian 
women affected by the protracted crisis through agro-based activities for promoting 
their production capacity and sustainable livelihood  development . 

 The project main components are: 
 Small scale women farmers support in Thyme production (irrigated and rain-fed) 

for women led households 
 Providing extension and improved techniques 
 Improving the quality of products  
 Supporting in marketing linkages. Women usually sell in bulk and on small scale 

to large companies. 
 

 The main challenge of such project and ESDC would like to share with partners are: 
 

 Link beneficiaries to collective work for unified standards, marketing and 
bargaining power. 

 Women will be producers, processors and marketers. 
 Establish small scale finance scheme. 

6. HPF update 

 
 The total amount of funding available for the 1st Standard Allocation 2017 of the oPt HF 

is USD 5.3 million. A specified amount of the funding available for the allocation were 
pre-defined for each cluster. 
 

 For the FSS, an estimated minimum envelope of $1,150,000 was defined to be able to 
meet the most urgent needs identified previously in both WB and GS. This amount has 
been defined only for reasons related to the available funds for all clusters/sectors and 
upon consultation at the ICCG level 
 

 Projects should contribute to restore and enhance the productive capacity of vulnerable 
and affected households, to protect their livelihoods and assets, and increase their 
resilience. Among various activities included in the HRP 2017 in this regard, the focus is 
on access to recourses, in particular land and water. There is a large demand of funds for 
improving land availability and productivity. Within the FSS HRP response for livelihood 
support, six major components were defined, namely land rehabilitation, road 
rehabilitation, greenhouses, agricultural water, other agricultural support, and livestock. 

 
 5 projects were submitted in West Bank, and 5 for Gaza Strip (10 projects in total). In this 

month  the Strategic Review Committees met and analysed the 10 projects and selected 
5 of them, based on the pre-defined criteria, and through a scoring process. 

 

7. AOB 

 N/A 
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List of Participants: 
 

No Name Organization 

Gaza Strip 

1.  Marco Ferloni FSS 

2.  Hosni Barakat FSS 

3.  Irene TomaAnas Musallam FAO 

4.  Maram sawalah MoA 

5.  Lama khufash MoA 

6.  Rafael de la stae FAO 

7.  Beatriz Monoz PARC 

8.  Khalil shiha PARC 

9.  Doa’ Zayed UAWC 

10.  Benjamin Martin ACTED 

11.  Anna Moutirou ACF 

12.  George Majaj DCA 

13.  Hans peter Buvollen DCA 

14.  Abby Taylor MA’AN 

15.  Sarah Sahatrui SIF 

16.  Daniela Andeeerska MAS 

17.  Dawwod Hamoudeh PFU 

18.  Raed Hanania Global Communities  

19.  Reema Rashed  ESDC 

20.  Omaymah shaltaf AAA 

21.  Nora Hamdan We Effect 

22.  Malvina Khoury NRC 

23.  Firas Alami Yesh-Din 

24.  Anne-Clarie Yaeesh PUI 

25.  Salem Nassr ACF 

26.  Lubna Matar WV 

27.  Hala Haj Hassan  ACCO 

28.  Abdallah Al-Farra Al-Nakheel 

END 


