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Livelihoods Working Group Meeting 
 

DATE  Thursday, 8th March 2018 

TIME  09:30 am – 10:30 am 

VENUE WFP Meeting Room, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 

 

AGENDA  
 

1. Introduction, welcome, review and adoption of meeting of previous meeting  

2. Livelihoods Working Group Update 

3. NONGOR’s Livelihoods Activities: Lessons Learned on Designing Sustainable Livelihoods 

Activities 

4. Next steps – 

5. AoB  

 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS  
 

 

➢ The Livelihoods Advocacy Paper (title to be decided) will be shared as soon as it is completed 

to all members of the WG for inputs and feedback.  

➢ MUKTI will give a PPT presentation on lessons learned from implementing its livelihoods 

activities. The presentation will be part of LHs WG’s meeting scheduled for 22nd March 2018.  

➢ FSS Coordination will share MUKTI (to be part of the 22nd March meeting’s agenda) and 

NONGOR’s presentations (given at the 08th March WG’s meeting).  

   

 

DISCUSSION  
 

1- Intro and Adoption of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
FSS Coordination Team representative opened the meeting with a welcome to all, followed by a round 

of introductions. Livelihoods Working Group members adopted the minutes of the previous meeting. 

Those who were present at the meeting are: WFP, FAO, ICCO, IFRC, NONGOR, ACF, Cash Working 

Group, WVI, Mukti, Christian Aid.  

 

2- Livelihoods WG Update   
The key messages:   

- FSS continues to update its Emergency and Response Plan in case of floods, landslides and cyclone. 

If there are updates, feedback and inputs from FSS/LHs WG members, FSS Coordination Team 

would like to have them.  

- For advocacy purposes, FSS/LHs WG coordination team would like to know which NGOs partners 

have ongoing livelihoods activities, with detailed information on beneficiaries, location of the host 

communities, and perhaps the duration of the activities. This is important particularly given that 
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some voices with local and host communities are expressing concern for equity in relation to 

humanitarian assistance given to refugee communities versus that given to most affected members 

of the host communities in greater need for humanitarian assistance, and therefore for sustainability 

purposes, in need of livelihoods assistance.  

 

- This has been reiterated at the ISCG latest coordination meeting where the Senior Coordinator 

encouraged all humanitarian actors to have Livelihoods initiatives in mind, in their programming 

activities, both in the short and long term planning, and wherever feasible, following principles for 

humanitarian assistance: need-based response, impartiality, and etc.  

 

FSS 

- The Draft Paper on Livelihoods Advocacy will soon be shared, once all the relevant infographic 

maps, graphs and charts are included, as well as photographic images showing some activities being 

implemented. Once feedback is received from all key stakeholders, and the document is finalised, 

FSS is exploring the feasibility of organising a mini-event at which the Paper can be launched, to 

allow some media coverage around activities currently being undertaken by UN Agencies (FAO, 

WFP, IOM, World Fish, etc…) and International, National and Local NGOs.   

 

FAO 

- FAO’s HoSO, together with the chair of Energy and Environment Technical Working Group 

(EETWG) has been discussing with donors based in Dhaka on a major proposal for Sustainable 

Energy Strategy for Refugees in CXB. The proposal includes provision of cooking fuel (LPG) to 

refugees and host communities as a sustainable solution to the crisis of deforestation caused by the 

influx and associated needs for cooking firewood.  

- FAO shared that it has distributed a number of Agricultural Machineries and inputs among 

24 farmer groups in Ukhiya (12 groups) and Teknaf  (12 groups) with the support of the 

Department of Agriculture Extension  (DAE) and  guidance by RRRC. There are 500 

farmers involved in the 24 farmers’ groups- 260 in Teknaf and 240 in Ukhiya. FAO 

distributed 72 Power-tillers, 72 water pumps, 72 sprayer machines and different types of 

good quality seeds among 24 groups. Each group received 3 tillers, 3 water pumps and 3 

sprayers with an asset management agreement with Local DAE offices and group 

representatives. FAO’s 1st distribution program was held in Ukhiya Upazila on 25th 

February 2018 and 2nd was held in Teknaf Upazila on 27th February 2018. The local 

Member of Parliament (MP), RRRC, and Deputy Director of DAE were present and 

inaugurated the distribution programme in both sub districts. 

 

- Earlier, the 500 farmers have received hands-on learning training (learning by doing/ 

Farmers Field School approach) at their farms on nutrition sensitive vegetable production 

technology, post- harvest handling and link to market approach by the DAE field staff. The 

DAE field staff were also trained on FFS approach by the support from FAO. The group 

farmers were selected through a participatory approach with the involvement of local 

government representative and DAE and the farmers list was duly endorsed by the Upazila 

Agricultural Rehabilitation and Implementation Committee (UARIC). 

 

 

- FAO has also a plan to provide some micro gardening kits - comprised with food storage 

silos, farm tools- spades, watering cans, different types of good quality vegetable seeds & 

vermin-compost among 50,000 HHs (25,000 host community and 25,000 refugee HHs) 
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with the support of RRRC, DAE, Upazila administration, local government representatives 

(Union Parishad) and Camp in Charge officers (CiCs) in the coming couple of weeks. 
 

 

WFP 

- WFP shared that a detailed presentation on one of its livelihoods programme titled as ‘Enhancing 

Food Security and Nutrition’ for host communities was at early February, and should be available 

in FS website. The programme reaches out to 100,000 beneficiaries, 20,000HHs. It’s centrerd 

around women’s empowerment, and runs for 2 years. In addition, WFP runs Food-for-Assets (cash 

form) for Rohingya refugees, and will roll-out Cash-for-training etc.  

 

3- NONGOR’s Presentation:  

See PPT Attached. Members thanked NONGOR for sharing their lessons on sustainability 

dimensions of its project on agricultural modernisation and dissemination and capacity building 

soil conservation techniques. Funded by the European Union, the three-year project was 

completed in 2012. From the presentation, it was clear the project has drawn a lot of positive 

lessons learned for similar and other livelihoods initiatives. Questions from the floor included:  

  -what techniques were used for water management and why? 

-in what way pesticides can be organically produced without causing damage to the 

ecosystem?  

-In what ways rural dynamics and gender equality principles were integrated in the 

Project?  

4- Next Steps and AOB 

- Next meeting will be in two weeks’ time. MUKTI will give a presentation on its 

Livelihoods-related activities.  

 

The meeting ended at 11:00.   


