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SITUATION OVERVIEW KEY FACTS & FIGURES
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 Vulnerable groups such as female single food security headed households with children, elders living alone,
chronically ill and people with disabilities, continue to need assistance (FSLC Analysis 2017). The average
household (HH) food expenditure share in GCA is 52% whereas NGCA, this figure is 69% with almost half of
the population spending more than 75% on food. In NGCA, this could become more pronounced following
the blockade of the leading provider of food security assistance (covering a monthly average of around
255.000 people in NGCA with food assistance of which nearly 70% were elders (65+) until end February), and
with the lack of income posing a continued problem for vulnerable groups in particular. The cluster is working
on gaining a clearer overview of the potential impact. Pending the transparent access to beneficiaries in NGCA
and availability of funds, several cluster partners are ready to support.

 Agricultural needs persist especially in light of the upcoming planting season. Vulnerable HHs along the
contact line face a shortage of high quality seeds, thus impacting the upcoming harvest yield. Funding
restrictions mean cluster partners are only able to address around 10% of these needs. In addition, along the
contact-line, HHs have continued to slaughter their cattle due to a shortage of feed, which has a long term
impact on their food security and food composition by removing a key source of high protein food products
such as milk and meat.

 Unemployment remains a significant problem, which impacts the ability of conflict affected people to
cover their basic needs. Limited access to finance and scarce opportunities to obtain credits as well as
current tax levels represent severe obstacles for recovery and economic growth in the small and medium-
sized enterprise sector in GCA, which would serve to enhance employment opportunities for IDPs.

ACCESS: The lack of humanitarian access to NGCA
severely hampers project implementation (including
monitoring and beneficiary identification). This is
especially critical in light of the blockade of the key
food assistance provider in NGCA.
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 Up to 668,000 conflict-affected people benefitted from food, agriculture and livelihoods
assistance from HRP and non-HRP partners during the first quarter of 2017.

 Yet, nearly half of the population across Donbas continues to apply negative coping strategies
(FSLC 2017). In Non-Government Controlled Areas (NGCA), this situation could worsen following the
blockade of a key food assistance provider in end of February. FSLC partners are monitoring the
situation closely.

 The lack of humanitarian access continues to hamper an adequate food, agriculture or livelihood
response. This is compounded by a lack of funds, which continues to restrict cluster activities.

600,000 People in Need of food 
security interventions     

160,000          Targeted

CURRENT FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOOD NEEDS:

CHALLENGES:

FUNDING: Severe funding restrictions is hampering
the ability of cluster partners to sufficiently address
the food security, agriculture and livelihood needs.
SECURITY: The situation on the contact line
remains a concern with hotspots where the civil
population is affected by active fighting.

 Information Management Officer: info.ukraine@fscluster.org 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1

500,000 People in Need of 
livelihood assistance

Ensure immediate access to food for the most 
vulnerable groups affected by the conflict:

1 5 % 2 7 %

NGCA GCA

Percentage of people reached against targets 
by 7 HRP partner

572,000 Reached
by non HRP partners

1 1 %8 9 %

GCA

Percentage of people reached by 2 non HRP     
partners 

3,275         Reached 

Help affected people with food 
security / livelihood assistance and 
support food production 
(agricultural inputs):

100,000         Targeted 38,000 Targeted

6,000 Reached   

Employment and income 
generation of the conflict 
affected populations:

3 % 1 7 %

NGCA

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 3
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FSLC STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2 FSLC STRATEGIC  OBJECTIVE 3

Immediate access to food for the most vulnerable affected by
conflict (HRP 2017 objective 1): Food assistance was provided
by nine partners (HRP and non-HRP), including national and
international NGOs as well as local foundations, to
over 640,000 food insecure people with 105,000 in GCA (with
nearly 5,000 assisted IDPs outside of Donbas in other oblasts of
Ukraine) and 535,000 in NGCA. In Donetska oblast, six
organisations provided assistance through food vouchers and
food parcels whereas in Luhanska oblast, four organisations
were active. (See www.fscluster.org/ukraine for detailed
monthly overviews).

The above gap analysis (including only inputs from
organisations who report to the cluster) for the first quarter,
which illustrates the percentage of people reached with access
to food interventions against the number of food insecure (FSLC
2017), shows a vast gap in Donetska NGCA reflecting the
situation after end of February.

 GAPS: Based on available information, in the next quarter, 
the FSLC recommends more focus on: Provision of food 
assistance in NGCA (access pending) as wells as in GCA raions 
without a large concentration of organisations, especially for 
key vulnerable groups. There remain persistent needs along the 
contact line however, many areas highlighted in red in the 
above map receive very limited food assistance.  

FSLC STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1
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Percentage of food 
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Donetska GCA/NGCA

12,400 HH are 
planned to be 
reached in 
upcoming months

3,820 IDPs & 
host HHs 
outside of 
Donbas  
received 
livelihoods 
assistance  

Agricultural inputs to support food production for
sustainable results (HRP 2017 objective 2), which includes
seeds and seedlings, fodder, poultry and livestock, basic
agricultural tools and other agricultural inputs (through cash /
vouchers) as well as livelihoods agricultural grants: Around
3,275 HHs in GCA were assisted with agricultural inputs
(including vouchers and fodder) through two organisations.

In the next quarter, up to six partners are planning to provide
assistance with agricultural inputs to nearly 12,400 HHs. (See
www.fscluster.org/ukraine for detailed monthly overviews).

 GAPS: Based on available information, in the next quarter,
the FSLC recommends more focus on: Support for food
production including emergency livelihood activities to cover
immediate needs for example through distribution of
agricultural inputs such as seeds (e.g. vegetable seeds for
home gardens and seeds for animal feed production),
distribution of livestock/poultry and distribution of fodder for
livestock/poultry (concentrated types of feed such as grain
fodder).

Livelihood income generating activities for conflict
affection populations (HRP 2017 objective 3): Nearly
6,000 IDP and host population HHs were supported with
livelihood income generating activities including
livelihood grants and different kinds of training.

Of these, around 3,820 IDP (64%) HHs received trainings
and livelihoods grants outside of Donbas with assistance
provide in nearly all oblasts of Ukraine. (See
www.fscluster.org/ukraine for detailed monthly
overviews).

 GAPS: Based on available information, in the next
quarter, the FSLC recommends more focus on: Early
recovery livelihood activities to enhance employment
opportunities and generation of income for IDPs. This
includes vocational training, income generating activities,
job creation and support of small and medium
entrepreneurs (SME) and micro-businesses to ease
business recovery and enhance employment
opportunities for conflict affected people.


