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FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOOD CLUSTER  
–  FOOD SECURITY ASSESSMENT THEMATIC MEETING  
DATE  12 September, 2017 

TIME  14:30 

VENUE Kyiv (Conference Room) 

CHAIR    Line Rindebaek (Cluster Coordinator)    

 

MINUTES 

Cluster coordinator (CC) Line Rindebaek welcomed participants and thanked the organisations who 
had participated in the first joint cluster Food Security Assessment (FSA) as well as those who took 
part of the analytical work as part of the Analytical Working Group.    

PRESENTATION 

CC together with FSLC IMO Anton Tovchenko presented the main findings.  

 Please find the detailed presentation here: http://fscluster.org/ukraine/document/joint-
food-security-assessment-gca-ngca-0  

 Please find the Joint FSA Summary Report here: 
http://fscluster.org/ukraine/document/joint-food-security-assessment-gca-ngca  

 

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS  

The presentation was followed by questions and group discussion.  

ECHO noted that the findings were very clear and in line with their overall take on the situation. Their 
priority is NGCA and contact line but that there is a concern about the limited numbers of partners 
due to access restrictions. 

Rinat Akhmetov Foundation noted that until end of February, the foundation had assisted up to 
400,000 per month in NGCA and therefore found that the FSA figures were consistent with these 
reductions of food aid.  In addition, prior to the seizure of businesses there were around 120,000 jobs 
in NGCA which were provided by Ukrainian registered businesses where employees received their 
salaries in UAH. From these, 47,000 were with MetInvest/DTEK /System Capital Management, who 
have explored the situation and found that now 50% of these remain in some form of employment 
but, since the seizure of the businesses, they are now paid in rubbles which means a 50% reduction 
in income – this is in line with the point made in the presentation on salary arrears (“Contributing 
factors”) – which also confirms their limited access to all food groups (“diet diversity”). RAF is 
currently support 30,000 IDPs per month (targeting mainly vulnerable group over 60+) on the contact 
line. Concern was voiced over the growing needs going into winter with reference to the fact that 
23% of HHs in the FSA reported that they could not meet household (HH) food needs in January and 
February.  

It was noted that the reduction of Russian humanitarian food assistance could be added to the 
“Contributing Factors” section.  

NGO Forum queried whether the FSA included an indicator of the rate of unemployment and noted 
that it would be good to look more deeply in the linkages of unemployment and other indicators. 
FLSC IMO answered that the purpose of the assessment was not to calculate the rate of 
unemployment. Even though the assessment included some additional livelihoods employment 
questions, which were used as indicatives to build linkages between employment status of the HH 
and food security indicators. For the rate of unemployment, it is more statistically accurate to use 
SSSU unemployment’s indicators, which methodologically harmonized with the ILO methodology.  

http://fscluster.org/ukraine/document/joint-food-security-assessment-gca-ngca-0
http://fscluster.org/ukraine/document/joint-food-security-assessment-gca-ngca-0
http://fscluster.org/ukraine/document/joint-food-security-assessment-gca-ngca
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NGO Forum queried whether there was an impact of seasonality on the results of assessment and 
what the food security situation is with HHs who have their own “dachas”/ small country houses with 
backyard for small scale own production. FAO noted confirmed that agricultural activities of the HHs 
who has “dachas” or live in rural areas, is quite important source of food for the summer period. HHs 
started to grow more vegetables and less livestock as fodder started to be quite expensive. In the 
urban territories there is little impact of own production for the HH food security status. FSLC IMO 
added that rural population has better consumption as they have own production for some of food 
commodities. However, they have worse or the same overall food security levels then in urban as 
their income levels are lower and unemployment rates are higher. FAO also noted that looking at 
the seasonal graph in the presentation and knowing that in May some early fruits and vegetables 
became available there is no seasonality factor and therefore this would have little impact on 
differences between the results of two assessments (REACH from June-September 2016 vs FSA from 
Mary-July 2017) and the findings are therefore comparable.  

FAO highlighted that that it should be seen as a significant alarm that food insecurity has doubled 
within one year.  

There was a question concerning the food security levels of IDPS and whether the FSA includes this 
information. FSLC IMO clarified that there was no special sample design for the IDPs as there was in 
the REACH assessment.  As there were no differences between local population and IDPs, it randomly 
happens that some 8-10% of IDPs HHs were included in the data set. So IDPs food security levels are 
included in the overall food security levels, but to make analysis on the specific indicators for IDPs is 
not statistically representative. 

Shelter Cluster noted that increasing expenditure for utilities is not always a bad implication, as it 
could indicate some kind of HH investments in their future livelihoods. However, there should be a 
caveat for IDPs as they are more likely to be impacted by high utility costs. Shelter Cluster also 
interested in the detailed NGCA food security map and asked if there was any analysis on the 
differences between the geographical areas inside NGCA. As there is lack of funding, targeting 
should be very accurate in order to have priorities and to identify the most vulnerable in the specific 
geographical areas. FSLC IMO clarified that no deep analysis on the NGCA different geographical 
areas was undertaken due to limited capacity and time. However, one of the factor could be clear 
correlation between areas with a high concentration of mines and industry and the and increased 
food insecurity levels. 

REACH highlighted that this assessment improves some of the REACH findings that HHs with no one 
employed or small income also and increasingly are a very vulnerable, especially in NGCA.  

Protection cluster asked questions about difficulties/issues and lessons learns on the collection 
process in the NGCA. KIIS explained that there were no major issues with the collection and people 
shared the information enthusiastically. The issues were on the design stage as many landlines were 
cut off and there were only mobile phones interviews. In addition, in NGCA there is local mobile 
provider and people are increasingly shifting to this potentially complicating future assessments.   

FAO noted that their Social-economic Impact Needs Assessments report “SEINA” should be 
completed by early October. This report will contain guidance on the agricultural activities that are 
relevant in Ukraine context. FAO is also undertaking an assessment on the role of the agriculture 
sector in GCA on the request of the Government.  

WFP expressed serious concern over the deterioration in the food insecurity levels in a context of 
protracted crisis and donor fatigue. There was also concern about access to NGCA being limited to 
very few partners and with restricted beneficiary monitoring capacity which impacts on both donor 
support and thus on how WFP can reach people. WFP advised that due to this, WFP were 
withdrawing from Luhanska. WFP recommended that cluster partners need to be better at coming 
together to ensure a more focused and coordinated way to finding solutions to the lack of access. 
Currently, with WFP funding restrictions and lack of access only very few actors are able to 
respond.  
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CC noted that these discussions would be part of discussions in coming months as a part of the HRP 
2018 process and that the cluster team will support all efforts to finding solutions to addressing the 
increased needs, as well as to the lack of access and funding shortages.  

Caritas recommended that partners come together share information on NGCA and CC confirmed 
that it might beneficial to organize separate meeting with relevant partners when possible in 
Kramatorsk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPANT LIST:  

# Name Organization* Designation 

1.  Valentina Mitrieva Adventist Development and Relief Agency M&E 

2.  San Severa 
Agency for Technical Cooperation and 
Development 

PPI 

3.  
Jock Mendoza-
Wilson 

Akhmetov Foundation for Development of Ukraine 
Director of International 
and Investor Relations 

4.  Yulia Malich Akhmetov Foundation for Development of Ukraine 
External Communications 
Manager 

5.  Samuel  Nichols Catholic Relief Service Country Manager  

6.  Olga  Shevchenko  Caritas Head of M&E 

7.  Barbara Leseni Cash Working Group CWG Coordinator 

8.  Lesya  Kuzmenko Child Well-Being Fund  Project assistance 

9.  Nataliia Khmelovska Emmanuell   

10.  Srđan  Stojanović 
European Commission Humanitarian Aid 
Department and Civil Protection 

AID Expert 

11.  Yana  Voitovska  Food and Agriculture Organization 
Information Management 
Officer 

12.  Farrukh  Toirov Food and Agriculture Organization Coordinator 

13.  Line Rindebaek FSLC Cluster Coordinator 

14.  Anton Tovchenko FSLC 
Information Management 
Officer 

15.  Fredric Larsson NGO Forum 
Head of Ukraine NGO 
Forum  

16.  
Kateryna  
Riznychenko 

Polish Humanitarian Action Programme officer 

17.  Karel Zelenka Pope for Ukraine Technical Committee 

18.  Khrystyna Lopochak Pope for Ukraine   

19.  Irma Danielyem Première Urgence - Aide Médicale Internationale Medical Coordinator  

20.  Roman Barylo Première Urgence - Aide Médicale Internationale CMM 

21.  Jeremy Wetterwald REACH Country Director 

22.  Volodymyr  Malyutin Samaritan Union of Ukraine Association Kyiv 
International relations / 
Project coordinator Kyiv 

23.  Kateryna  Budz Samaritan Union of Ukraine Association Kyiv 
ASB Emergency Aid Project 
Manager Ukraine 
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24.  Igor Nebava Save Ukraine Project Coordinator 

25.  Flora Camain United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Information Management 
Officer 

26.  
Oleksandra 
Makovska 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Protection Cluster 
Associate 

27.  Igor Chantefort  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Shelter Cluster 
Coordinator 

28.  
Oleksandra 
Gaskevych 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 

Reporting Officer 

29.  Muditha Sampath 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 

IMO 

30.  Sergiy Petrov World Food Programme Programme Officer 

31.  Oleksandra Malukalo World Food Programme  Programme manager 

32.  Andriy Nechay World Food Programme Logistics Offices 

33.  Dmytro Samorodov World Food Programme M&E Officer 

34.  Olena Kushch World Food Programme Programme manager 

35.  Dorte Ellehammer  World Food Programme County Director 

* Agencies listed in alphabetic order 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOOD SECURITY CLUSTER CONTACTS: 
 

Line Teilmann Rindebaek 
Cluster Coordinator 
Food Security and Livelihood Cluster  
Kyiv, Ukraine 
Mobile: +38 050 465 77 85 
Email: line.rindebaek@fscluster.org   

Anton Tovchenko  
Information Management  Officer 
Food Security and Livelihood Cluster  
Kyiv, Ukraine 
Mobile: +380 50 324 48 20 
Email: info.ukraine@fscluster.org
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