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South Sudan famine response update – April 2017: 
In South Sudan (SSD), 4.9 million people are now estimated to be severely food inse-

cure, and this number is expected to rise to 5.5 million by May.  

WFP: Since January, WFP has assisted a total of 2.5 million people across the country, 

distributing 55,300 metric tons (mt) of food commodities and  5 million US dollars in the 

form of Cash Based Transfer (CBT). This includes nearly 500,000 beneficiaries who re-

ceived around 8,000 mt through 15 Integrated Rapid Response Mechanisms (IRRM) mo-

bile distributions on average per month. 

In March, WFP assisted a total of 327,000 

people with nutrition activities.  In April, 

two additional corridors were opened to 

bring in food commodities from Sudan 

into northern parts of South Sudan (Unity 

and Northern Bahr El Ghazal States).  So 

far, approximately 80,000 mt of food 

commodities out of the total planned 

115,000 have been pre-positioned in stra-

tegic locations across SSD.                                                                                  

FAO: Throughout the year FAO is proving livelihood services to the community. At this 

time, FAO has ramped up the distribution of crop seeds in time for the main planting 

season, particularly in the Greater Bahr el Gazal and Upper Nile Regions, through either 

seed fairs or direct distribution, and has finalized the dry season campaign. As per mid-

May, a total 483,111 households have been assisted under the Emergency Livelihood 

Response Programme (ELRP). Based on available funding, FAO aims to reach 900,000 

households by the end of the year with at least one livelihood kit (fish, crop or vegeta-

ble). Also, FAO will continue protecting vital assets like cattle, shoats, poultry and others 

through animal health services. So far, FAO has provided animal health services in the 

form of treatment or/and vaccination to 1.8 million animals. Additionally, there are sev-

eral reports of disease outbreaks, however, the report of foot-and-mouth disease in 

Unity is of main concern.  

 
 
 

 

Proposed Integrated FSL & Nutrition cluster famine prevention & response package: 
Discussions undertaken during the ‘‘Promoting an Integrated Famine Prevention Pack-

age: Breaking Bottlenecks’’ meeting - Rome, 26th April 2017. 
Integrated package: incorporating the existing and highly effective WFP/ UNICEF Inte-

grated Rapid Response Mechanism (IRRM) with Livelihood support, Health and Water 
and Sanitation (WASH) approaches. 

Start up: registration / mass Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC): Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) & Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) services 

1st phase: General Food Distributions (GFD) Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programs 
(BSFP) + Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTP)/ Targeted Supplementary Feeding 
Program (TSFP)/ Infant and Young Children Feeding (IYCF) + fishing kits and emergen-
cy health care and if required water trucking 

2nd phase: additionally National Immunization Day (vaccination + micro-nutrient supple-
mentation), static/mobile health services delivery, WASH services (community mobili-
zation & water supplies )+ vegetable kits and livestock vaccinations/treatments. 

3rd phase: Food For Assets (FFA)/ Food For Education (FFE), nutrition messaging + rain 
season seeds and tools and later dry season livestock vaccination and treatment 

Further phases of intervention incorporate early recovery and resilience building where 
possible. 
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TOTAL REQUIREMENT: 690 mil. $ 

Funded 

397 mil. $ 

GAP 

293 mil. $ 

http://fscluster.org/news/gfsc-and-gnc-event-promoting-integrated
http://fscluster.org/news/gfsc-and-gnc-event-promoting-integrated


Central Unity: 
Since the beginning of the year, WFP has reached over 320,000 peo-

ple in Leer, Mayendit, Koch and Panyijar counties through 26 IRRM 

mobile missions, including approximately 60,000 children under the 

age of five. To complement the food distributions, FAO and partners 

have distributed 33,131 livelihood kits in Unity to increase food 

availability. Of this, 2,355 fishing and vegetable kits have been dis-

tributed by FAO Emergency Response Teams to Koch and Mayendit 

to support beneficiaries at risk of famine.  

Nutrition partners in northern Leer are supporting the re-opening of 

static sites that were previously non-operational and supporting 

with mobile response teams in outreach areas. 

The FSL-Cluster participated alongside WFP, FAO, FEWS NET, REACH 

colleagues and local FSL partner Nile Hope in the three day IPC veri-

fication mission to communities around Thonyor in Leer County. The 

aim of the mission was to follow up on levels of child malnutrition, 

food consumption, coping, livelihood change and assistance re-

ceived.  

Key challenges: 

 Capacity constraints responding to Central Unity with continuing need for scale up in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and 
rising needs in Central and Eastern Equatoria. 

 Hyperinflation undermines purchasing power for all households dependent on markets and compounded by traders 
from neighboring countries on strike due to heightened insecurity and border taxes, leaving little to no food left in mar-
kets.  

 Access and security remain serious constraints to all actors, including the need to get multiple levels of clearance 
from all parties to the conflict.  

 Critical access problem to Kajo Keji 

 Rapid economic deterioration is compounding the food insecurity situation, especially in urban areas, and is chal-
lenging the implementation of market based approaches.  

 Implementation capacity of partners is stretched in many locations given the cost and difficulty of engaging appropri-
ate staff and maintaining required infrastructure and presence. 
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For more information, contact: 

Alistair Short, Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster Coordinator,  UN, World Food Programme (WFP) in South Sudan  

Contacts: alistair.short@wfp.org /+211 922 465 613 

Michele Kiermeier, Information Management Officer, Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster in South Sudan 

Contacts: michele.kiermeier@wfp.org / +211922465612 

Riccardo Grigoletto, Information Management Officer, Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster in South Sudan 

Contacts: riccardo.grigoletto@wfp.org / +211 922500714 
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