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FSAC chaired early warning information working group meeting under the co-leadership of ministry of agriculture, 
irrigation and livestock on 24th January 2017 to review the market prices and agro climatic conditions. Following are 
the key messages as the outcome of the meeting; 

 
 All main city markets of Afghanistan are functional with enough quantity of food items.   
 Price of the major food commodities like wheat, wheat flour, rice and oil in January 2017 are stable across 

main city markets of the country, except Maimana where the price of imported wheat flour and Nili 
market where wheat price reduced compared to last month (December 2016) by 7.1% and 9.4% 
respectively. 

 The price of one year alive female sheep is also stable across all main city markets compared to the 
previous month.  

 Casual labor wheat/flour ToT are improved/stable in major cities.  
 Pastoralist ToT (Sheep/Wheat) are stable only the work availability for unskilled labour deteriorated.  

 
 

 Current precipitation in last 30 days: northern and eastern part of the country received good 
precipitation while less precipitation has been recorded in the western part. 

 Accumulative Precipitation in the last 90 days:  The accumulative precipitation is still below average in 
most of the provinces. 

 Snow depth: Afghanistan received snowfall but still below average. Snow water equivalent is improving 
in deficit water basins.  It is expected to further improve. 

 Dryness: abnormal dryness is recovering, it is expected that dryness will recover for most of the country 
in coming weeks. 

 The ongoing La Niña is expected to dissipate in the first quarter of 2017. There is a wide spread of 
possibilities for cumulative precipitation during the peak of the 2016/2017 wet season from January 
through April, but given the very dry conditions from October through December 2016, the most likely 
scenario is that cumulative precipitation for the October 2016 – May 2017 wet season will be below-
average. The most likely scenario for next six months is ENSO neutral condition so average or normal 
precipitation is expected during ENSO periods. 

 Due to climate change, temperatures in recent years in Central Asia are typically above the long-term 
average. However, near-surface air temperatures throughout the outlook period (January – May 2017) 
are also likely to be above the short-term average of recent years. This could have varying impacts 
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depending on the region, including the possibility of a mild winter. However, it could also drive below-
average snowpack and early spring melting, with possible increased chances of flooding from February-
April 2017. 

 Forecast models currently offer little guidance on prospects for rainfed wheat production in 2017. The 
most likely scenario is that precipitation would be adequate for production within the normal range. 
However, there remains a normal spread of possibilities for seasonal outcomes, including the possibility 
that rain-fed production could be significantly impacted by dry spells or below-average cumulative 
precipitation. 

 Badakhshan province: Based on media report due to cold weather and ARI diseases, 4 people (3 women 
and 1 men) have died in Pamir areas of Wakhan district. Unconfirmed reports indicate that additionally 
18 people in inaccessible areas of Pamir are in critical condition. Lack of warming fuels and food shortages 
were reported as the main causes of these casualties. FSAC EWI WG members need to verify the situation 
and report to FSAC.  

 Farah province: A flashflood occurred affecting some of the villagers around Farah City. There has been 
reports of serious damages to some of the farmlands and some houses in the area. 
The ground water level showing 1-2.5m lower than the last year Surface water decreases than the last 
year and precipitation last year 23.17 mm this year 8.90 mm compared to last year decreases. 

 Hirat: The ground water level showing 05-1.0m lower than the last year and the surface water level lower 
than last year. Precipitation last year's at 63 mm this year 53mm compared to last year decreases.   

 Hilmand: Due to ongoing conflicts in the province and main roads blockage to provincial districts the 
prices of food items are increased 5% to 8%, but all the food items are available at Lashkargah food 
market, only the prices are increased. 

 Urozgan: Due to the unceasing conflicts for more than 5 months and roads closure from Kandahar to 
Tarinkot and likewise no accessibility to the surrounding districts have created massive displacement in 
the area. Because of the recent ongoing conflicts and floods, food does not reach to Tarinkot markets so 
easily. As a result of which high increase in prices of the follow: wheat flour, rice, beans, peas, cooking 
oil and sugar. People are in dire need of food items in this severe winters and the living condition of the 
people of Tirinkot is deteriorating and threatening. 

 Nangarhar: The prices of livestock compare to last year is decreased because of ongoing conflict and 
displacement. 

 Kunar: As per report of DAIL, recurrent border shelling has caused displacement of local people who 
either sold their animals against very low prices or lost their livestock. 

  

Thanks to FEWSNET, WFP and FAO for the quality information and contribution during the meeting. WFP and 
FEWSNET presentations can be accessed via link  

http://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/fewsnetwfp_presentations_-_ewiwg_meeting_-
_jan_23_2017.pdf  
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