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EWIWG – Early warning information working group is chaired by FSAC and co-chaired by MAIL with 
members ranging from research partners to UN agencies, national and international NGO’s and other 
relevant line ministries.   

 

Key messages early warning information working group 

April 2016 

FSAC chaired early warning information working group meeting on 12th April 2016 to foresee 

impact of market prices and agro climatic conditions on food security and agriculture. Following 

are the key messages as the outcome of the meeting; 

 During Jan 2013 –March 2016, average retail price of wheat grain and flour in 8 main cities’ 
markets was relatively stable, with slight or negligible fluctuations within a normal limit.  

 In March 2016, market price of major food items (wheat, wheat flour, rice, oil and sugar) 
remains the same or insignificantly fluctuated within a normal limit as compared to the last 
month (Feb 2016), and to the same month of last two years (March 2014 and March 2015). 
Compared to the last 5 years average of the same months (Marchs of 2011-2015), wheat price 
significantly increased, while the price of Wheat flour, rice and oil slightly increased. 

 All Terms of Trade (ToT) including casual labor/Wheat, Casual labor/Wheat flour, Sheep/What 
and Sheep/Wheat flour) negligibly improved compared to the last month (Feb 2016). These ToTs 
also fluctuated within a normal limit as compared with same time of the last two years (March 
2014 and March 2015). However, they significantly deteriorated compared with the 5-year 
average of same months.   

 Although El Niño is typically associated with above-average precipitation in Afghanistan, 
cumulative precipitation for the 2015/16 season through February was well below average 
across most of the country.  

 However, precipitation totals during March and early April were above-average in most areas, 
facilitating the planting and early development of spring wheat.  

 Although cumulative precipitation remains below average in some areas, it is now near-average 
in many provinces. Near-average precipitation is forecast through the remainder of the wet 
season ending in May 2016. 

 It is most likely that below-average snowpack in some basins will not drastically affect aggregate 
irrigated wheat production, given that snowpack in basins supplying key surplus producing 
areas, including Kunduz Province and Eastern Region, are at average to above-average levels.  

 Additionally, there is little year-on-year variation in irrigated wheat production, suggesting 
irrigated production is less sensitive to variations in winter snowfall.  

 However, irrigated production in localized areas may still be affected by reduced availability of 
irrigation water. 

 If spring precipitation is near average during the remainder of the wet season, as forecasts 
suggest, aggregate wheat production during the 2016 season may still be near average. 

 Continued monitoring of spring rainfall is critical, particularly for households in the Central 
Highlands who are heavily dependent on the single cropping season of rainfed wheat. 

 In the coming week, there is an elevated risk of flooding due to forecasts for significant 
precipitation in many areas, including at high elevations, and above-average temperatures that 
could lead to a higher rate of snow melt. 

 


