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Background 

Daykundi is one of the thirty four provinces of Afghanistan, located in the central part of the 
country, it has a population of about 475,848, since, it is known as Hazarajat and the province 
has eight official districts such as Asharlay, kijran, khider, kiti, Meramor, Shahrestan and Nilli the 
capital of the province and two more districts are newly created by the names of Patoo and 
Nawmish, main livelihood of this province is agriculture (wheat and almond) and livestock which 
is currently affected by the last several years less precipitations, 2011 and 2012 drought and 
increase of the population. 

This province is located mostly in livelihood zone 27, in a normal year this zone is at risk of food 
insecurity, the key livelihood activities for poor papulation are crop production, livestock keeping 
and labour activities while the better-off papulation besides depending on crop and livestock 
production they are trading too; Staple foods and sources are wheat and maize while the better- 
off papulation do have access to vegetables and rice too; The key income sources for poor are 
labour, livestock products, sales and credit while for the better-off papulation instead of sales they 
are involved in trade. The main Markets of this province is Malistan, Jaghuri, Nili and Kabul; 
Floods, landslide, insufficient rainfall and crop and livestock diseases are the main shocks and 
hazards for this province. Generally, the labour opportunities for this province are few therefore 
most households migrate to Hirat, Dara-e-Souf, Kabul, Iran and Pakistan to look for seasonal 
work. 

The main objective of this food security and nutrition fact findings mission was to better asses the 
food security situation and to evaluate the situation in light of the available data sets from ALCS, 
IPC, SFSA, and agriculture prospect report 2017 and particularly to attest and verify the recent 
high thresholds of GAM1 rate, as the ACF SMART survey of August 2017 revealed a high 
prevalence of GAM around 14.8% which is nearly very high and indicates almost a critical 
condition, this assessment revealed a severe and almost a critical nutrition condition. The survey 
revealed that % GAM (WHZ <-2) was 14.8 (11.7-18.4 95% CI), % SAM2 (WHZ <-3) was 3.7, % 
GAM (MUAC <12.5 cm) is 19.4 and SAM is 4.4, also % Stunting was in a same position (HAZ <- 
2 is 42.3; At the mean time since 2007 some other regular reports and surveys have also 
illustrated the situation of chronic food insecurity in this province, the ALCS indicated that 49% of 
Daykundi population was “food insecure”. According to the SFSA 2017 report, 54% of the 
population is food insecure, also IPC classified this province in phase III, that indicates as having 
a “Crises” of food security. 

Finally, a meeting held on January 7, 2018 – FSAC with participation from ACF, Caritas Germany, 
Daykundi DAIL director, FEWS NET, NEI, OHW and FSAC. Participants showed the interest and 
decided that FSAC, FEWS NET, ACF, OHW and Caritas Germany to conduct a join mission from 
18 to 23 January 2017 to Daykundi. 

During this visit the mission members have had meetings with the governor, other relevant 
government entities such as PAIL, DoPH, ARCS, ANDMA, DoRR, DoWA, DRRD, Narcotics 
Directorate, Department of Education also have had visits with the IDPs, CDCs, also members of 
four districts CDCs, Provincial Council, health facilities, Provincial Hospital, UNICEF and NGOs 
having offices there such as MOVE, Caritas Germany, OXFAM and also Exchanger Markets, local 
markets, livestock markets, at the mean time the mission had a field visits to Khedir district. During 
the five days visit the information collected from the above-mentioned sources, as the mission 
initiated by meeting with provincial governor, the governor was briefed about the purpose of the 
mission 

 

1  Global Acute Malnutrition 
2  Severe Acute Malnutrition 
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 He much appreciated this decision and exercise, he instructed PAIL Director to support the whole 
process by conducting and arranging all the meetings to obtain an accurate data. The meetings 
were classified into four categories, the government entities, NGOs, local CDCs and members of 
provincial council. 

 
Assessment Methodology 

A qualitative assessment including some quantitative data gathering was conducted by the 
mission and carried out in January 2018. The assessment deployed various methods such as 
remote sensing analysis, desk review, interviews with relevant government and none 
governmental organization who have presence in the province and primary ground observation 
and fact finding that all have structure this report. The assessment primarily aims to assess the 
food security and nutrition situation in Daykundi including the level of wheat production failure, 
food availability, access to health services and their impact on food security. 

a) Remote sensing 
Remote sensing data such as precipitation was analyzed and triangulated with primary data to 
ensure the consistency between the two datasets in order to provide evidence and comparable 
information for decision makers. 

b) Desk Review 
Desk review was carried out on production data, food and nutrition insecurity, food prices, other 
available data and reports available at the national and province level. Trend of wheat production, 
dry spell impact of 2016,2017 and the previous years and price trend data were also used for 
better understanding on population’s food security, assessing of global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
with both weight-for-height z-scores (WHZ) and MUAC) among children 6-59 months. 

c) Primary Qualitative Assessment 
Primary qualitative assessment has 
been carried out at the provincial, 
district  and   community    level. 
Government  relevant departments 
(Provincial Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Livestock Directorate (PAIL), DoPH, 
ARCS, ANDMA, DoRR,  DoWA, 
DRRD,   Education  Directorate, 
Narcotics Directorate and Economy 
Directorate. The mission members also 
visited the IDPs, CDCs members of 
four districts,  Provincial Council, 
I/NNGOs, UNICEF, MOVE, currency 
exchangers, Livestock markets and 
local markets, also had field visits to 
Khedir districts collected qualitative 
information,  their opinions   about 

impact of dryness on food and nutrition and livelihood. 
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Summary Report 

Daykundi is the most back warded province, people have very low access to the preliminary 
livelihood services, as roads condition is very bad, low infrastructure, people have insufficient 
access to meet their basic needs. The livelihood and food security are negatively impacted by the 
natural disasters and very low inhouse wheat and other agricultural products, the food insecurity is 
mainly due low nutritious food intake and insufficient health services, low access to potable water, 
lack of orientation on observing the hygiene and sanitation practices, and also proper utilization of 
locally available food, lack of access to in-country common education and several other social and 
economical problems could be added to the causes of food and nutrition insecurity.  

In order to minimize the influenced data collection and analysis resulting different data sets on the 
situation of this province which has made it difficult to decision makers for proper planning and 
distribution of humanitarian assistances, the below listed points should be considered as the main 
reasons for the above-mentioned problem 

a) Lack of the required level of coordination among the stakeholders and the involved 
entities in the data collection processes. 

b) Lack of both technical and infrastructural capacity of PAIL. 
c) Lack of people awareness (Regarding the importance of data collection). 
d) Use of the nonstandard, customized and narrowed data collection tools. 
e) Lack of the required level of training to the data collectors. 
f) Mixing up different data sets collected in different timeframe 

Also establishing the right and the required data collection and data analysis capacity within the 
province may help in reducing the differences in presenting different data sets on the situation of 
that province, the recommendations to tackle the problems and to mitigate the negative impact of 
the chronic problems plus the impact of the natural disasters has been listed at the end of this 
report. 

 

Livelihood 

South-Central Mountain Wheat, Dried Fruit and Livestock 
The landscape in this mountainous zone is dominated by grassland pastures intermingled with 
trees, bushes, wild food plants and agricultural land. The zone covers most of Daykundi and 
Uruzgan, the northern fringes of Zabul and several districts in western and central Ghazni 
Provinces. Most of the settlements are spread out across the zone, near the irrigated areas. The 
medium-sized plots cultivated by the majority are tilled in spring using a pair of oxen. Karez irrigation 
systems are used to produce: wheat, barley, maize and vegetables. Due to the recent dry season 
and low precipitation the water quantity in Karezes has also been affected which caused, low 
production, food insecurity and livelihood problems in the province. 

 
Most households have their own small orchards producing almonds and fruits. The latter are mostly 
sold dried. Like other areas in the country households allocate a portion of their fields to growing 
barley and maize, as a result the by-products of these crops are used as livestock fodder. These 
grains are harvested in the autumn before the onset of winter when pastures are limited. 

 
Livestock keeping (animal husbandry) is a key source of income and food for all wealth groups. 
Vast pasturelands alongside irrigated crops serve this activity well. Most households have sheep 
and goats however better-off households also own cattle. Small stock serves as an importance 
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source of food (milk, krut, and sometimes meat) but more importantly a source of cash, through the 
sale of dairy products, wools and animals. 

 
Labor opportunities within the zone are few therefore most of the households migrate to Hirat, 
Kabul, Iran, Australia and Pakistan to look for seasonal work. In an interview with money 
exchangers, we have found that most of the remittances from migrants constitute a key source of 
cash incomes for the rural populations in Daykundi, as the Directorate of Economy has estimated 
that around 60 – 70% of the household incomes are from the remittances sent by household 
member and it is one of the main livelihood option for the population in the province. 

 

Market access is limited due to long distances from rural areas to local markets, poor road networks, 
insecurity and land mines and excessive snow. Fruits and nuts are sold to traders at the farm gate 
then transported to provincial center and from there to regional markets. Livestock are sold before 
the onset of the winter at weekly livestock markets then transported to Kandahar, Hirat, Nili, Qalat 
for slaughter. 

 
Oxfam through its implementing partner (OHW) has implemented project focusing on almond value 
chain, dairy process, livestock (goat distribution to vulnerable families), irrigation infrastructures, 
vocational training for male and female, almond sapling distribution and nursery establishment, 
natural resources management through almond plantation in traces, pasture management, new 
para-vets training and disaster risk reduction. The activities improved the livelihood of targeted 
population in many dimensions and other non-beneficiary’s communities have replicated the new 
practices and technologies. 

 

Livestock holding has been decreased since the pasture condition deteriorated due to many factors 
(cyclic droughts, over grazing, cutting of wild bushes for fuel). 

The discussions with communities has revealed that almost 90% of the household are holding 
livestock mainly small (goat and sheep) which produce dairy for 2-3 months. The dairy preservation 
is very poor and minimal. 

 
The price of one-year old sheep remained unchanged compare to the same time last year, all 
the interviewed CDCs have reported that the one-year female sheep price this year is around 
3000 AFS similar to last year. 

 

Livestock keepers in Nili are fewer compare to other districts, only 30% of HHs have goats and 
they keep them to feed the breastfeeding children due to low capacity of their mothers to milk, 
confirmed in Lazir village. 

 

Agriculture 
 

The cyclic droughts and uncertainty of precipitations, low fertility of rainfed lands due to land 
degradation, farmers are relying on irrigated land, as they afraid not to lose their time, capital and 
labor if there are not enough rainfalls. Low agronomic capacity on wheat, orchard crops, beans, 
vegetables seeds production caused unsustainable cultivation. The land inheritance and land 
distribution among the inheriting family members caused less lands holding, which cannot fulfill 
the food requirements of the household. 
 
Farm lands leasing has been decreased, since the crop production is lower and strongly relying 
on precipitation, therefore less farmers are interested to contract leas lands. All the CDCs 
interviewed and have confirmed that the water for irrigation has been decreased and they are 
very concerned about coming year as there is not enough snowfalls and will strongly affect their 
food production and pasture. Improved wheat seed is less accessible and available for the local 
communities; few farmers received seeds from PAIL. 
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Table 1: Aggregated land cover statistics (source: Afghanistan Land cover atlas - FAO) 
 

 
 

DISTRICT 

 

Irrigate 
d Ag. 
Land 

 

Rainfe 
d 
Land 

 
Fruit 
trees 

 
Vineyar 
ds 

 
Barren 
Land 

San 
d C 
ove 
r 

Forest 
& 
Shrub 
s 

 
Rang 
eland 

 
Permane 
nt Snow 

 
Built 
-u p 

Water 
Body & 
Marshla 
nd 

 
TOTAL 
LAND 

Ashtarlay 5,648 466 84 3 8,771 0 46 141,022 0 38 546 156,623 

Gizab 5,360 23 
2, 
898 

0 28 , 666 0 
11'1 
09 

323 ,147 0 487 3,459 375,150 

Kajran 2,836 17 333 0 22,047 0 2,820 104,323 0 224 1,085 133,685 

Khadir 4,100 850 77 0 7 , 221 0 558 151 , 238 0 11 584 164,638 

Kiti 5,941 0 417 0 23,306 0 883 64,532 0 196 484 95,759 

Miramor 8,351 24 866 2 33,557 0 344 185,151 49 343 470 229,156 

Nili 3,892 0 657 0 8,262 0 0 47,029 0 143 161 60,144 

Sang-e- 
Takht 

5,284 8420 28 0 1 ,719 0 14 162,792 0 184 977 179,417 

Shahrest 7,613 208 932 0 35,303 0 628 137,544 0 136 918 183,283 

TOTAL (ha) 49,026 10007 6,29 5 168,85 0 16,40 1,316,7 49 1,76 8,685 1,577,8 

TOTAL (%) 3.1 0.6 0.4 0 10.7 0 1 83.5 0 0.1 0.6 100 

 

 
Wheat production 

 
As mentioned above meetings have been held with community councils, government departments 
and existing NGOs, all have confirmed that due to comparably better precipitation in 2017, wheat 
is the main crop for irrigated and rainfed areas of Daykundi follow by the almond production. The 
wheat production in 2017 was good compared to the harvest of past two years while the province is 
still in deficit of 18 thousand MT of wheat. 

 

As the water level has decreased by 15 cm compared to the last year the rain fed winter wheat 
cultivation has decreased by 40%, The main barriers to food production in the province identified 
are; cyclic droughts, less precipitation, low quality agriculture inputs and crops pests (armyworms 
and aphids), locust and wheat rusts, Smut, Brown tail moth and Codling moth, in general this 
province is a wheat deficit and the produced wheat is not sufficient for the inhabitants. 

 

Fruit trees 
 

The most common fruits are almonds, mulberry, and walnuts. In total, Shahristan, Miramor, and 
Ishtarlai appear to be major producers. Fruit trees plantation mainly apple and almond has 
increased and supported by NHLP, the main complaint was about the poor market, road networks 
and pests attack which affected the household’s income. 

 

Livestock 
 

Livestock has also decreased, still the fodders and pastures are not sufficient due to cyclic 
droughts, over grazing, cutting of wild bushes for fuel, still the prices of livestock has not changed. 
Tuberculosis, PPR, Sheep pox, foot and mouth disease (FMD), Brucellosis, Anthrax and 
Enterotoxaemia are the common animal diseases. 
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Poultry 
 

Poultry is extremely vulnerable to diseases – especially Newcastle disease. As a result, mortality 
rates are high. In many villages, it was reported that almost all the poultry died in 2017 due to the 
very quick contagion amongst the villages (poultry roams freely), most of the families are affected 
and cannot expand their poultry. 
Due to inadequate capacity of farmers to eradicate diseases among their poultry and the weak 
interest of farmers, almost all the families have a couple of hens but the number of hens per family 
is very low 5 – 10 on average. 

 

The dairy 
 

The dairy preservation is very poor and minimal, milk and dairy are not sold in local market except 
Kurut, imported yogurt is available in almost all the markets. the dairy products are also seasonal; 
thus, the access is not stable to improve the nutrition status of the most vulnerable population. 
Dairy products are consumed during the spring season (April – June) 

 

Daily Wage 
 

In a good year, the Daily wage for the labor is increased (400/day with food), while out of the 
farming season there is few opportunities for labor work.  

 

IDPs 
 

There are 843 IDPs households in the province mainly displaced from Urozgan province, The 
IDPs are staying in host communities in rented houses. The IDPs have no intention to move back 
to their places of origin and mainly relying on market labor. An IDP household interviewed have 
mentioned that they can find labor work two days in a week with 300 AFS as Daily wage with no 
food. The DoRR director emphasized on provision of vocational trainings for IDPs to help them 
have economic integration in the local markets and better livelihoods. The IDPs are relying on 
humanitarian assistance; however, local communities provide minimal and short-term assistance, 
for instance, the household visited in Nili have received fuel (bushes and animal manure) from 
neighboring households. 

 

The markets 
 

The markets are functional throughout the year in all district centers. The access to markets by 
the remote communities becomes difficult in winter, the market makes enough food stocks at their 
household level to ensure to have food stocks during the winter periods, same strategy is applied 
by the traders in the district centers. Local fruits are commercialized, but due to poor road 
condition and non- availability of cold storage, farmers cannot keep their fruit for longer term. In 
Khedir, a farmer reported the loses of 400-seer (2100 Kg) apples due to limited access to external 
markets. The price of local eggs 

is the same as eggs imported from Iran. The local dairy products are not sold in local market 
except dry kurot, imported yogurt is available in almost all the markets. 

 

Remittances 
 

During the Focus Group Discussions (FGD), self-sufficiency is from own harvest is 2-5 months in 
normal year. The rest of food needs should be compensated by the remittances sent by the 
migrated labors mainly from Iran and Australia. The amount of the remittances sent by migrated 
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labors from Iran has almost decreased by 40-50% compared to last two years while the number 
of persons send remittances remained the same as past years due to decrease work opportunities 
in Iran, increased cost of living in Iran and high cost of visa, It is assumed that remittances from 
migrants constitute a key source of cash incomes for the rural populations in Daykundi, as the 
directorate of Economy has estimated that around 60 – 70% of the household incomes are from 
the remittances sent by household member and it is the main coping strategy and one of the main 
livelihood option for the population in the province. 

 
Prices 

 
The price of the wheat has decreased by 12% comparing to last year the same month of February. 
The main reason is due to more imports to district centers and the decrement of prices in source 
points (Ghazni, Kabul and Kandahar). The prices of staple food commodities are comparatively 
higher in Daykundi due to more distance from Ghazni, Kabul and Kandahar.  

 

Loans or Borrowings 
 

Most households have access to loans or borrow food from local shopkeepers in order to meet 
their food and other needs. These debts are not meant to cover exceptional expenses (e.g. house 
rehabilitation, wedding) but daily expenditures, also the poor people do obtain money from zakat, 
charity, on interest. 

 

Early warning system 
 

There is no mechanism of the early warning system. The food prices spike particularly during the 
winter season as all the roads blocks and people have difficulty have access to the local markets 
also this province is mainly prone to the drought, seasonal floods and snow avalanches. Key 
Indicators confirmed that fell of the passenger and commodities vehicle/car/truck is also one of 
the frequent incidents that affect people due to bad roads conditions. The frequent floods and 
snow avalanches make people more vulnerable as they do not have capacities to repair their 
irrigations systems and irrigation land destroyed by the disasters. The populations of Daikundi 
have witnessed an increase of flash floods, whether in terms of frequency or magnitude. This 
phenomenon is narrowly linked to soils erosion and low capacity of infiltration, caused by 
inadequate land use, extensive rainfed cultivation, overgrazing, pasture cultivation for wheat 
production and poor natural resources management. CDCs in Khedir district have confirmed that 
the flash floods also cut the villages’ access to markets, health facilities and schools for longer 
period. Due to the incapacity of farmers to eradicate diseases among their poultry and crops pests 
(armyworms and aphids), locust and wheat rusts and the losing interest of farmers which results 
from this. 

 

 

Nutrition 
 

Since Daykundi is a mountainous province it has a scattered papulation, most of the inhabitants 

do not have easy and economical access to services such as health, nutritious food, potable water 

(as the source of water is 40% Karez, 10% wells, 30% open springs and 20% river), mostly the 

mentioned sources are used by animals too, it is therefore the prevalence of diarrhea in summer 

is very high. Also, people do not have access to maternal and child care services more than 70% 

of mothers give birth at home and they do not have access to ANC, most of the people in remote 

areas are deprived of all the basic services. 
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It has been found that due to geographical location of the province, there is lack of capable staff 

in the existing health facilities, thus people of the CDCs complain about the quality of the health 

services. High percentages of people are living in poor condition as poverty is one of the main 

causes of malnutrition, as most of the people do not have access to nutritious and healthy food, 

ACF trends for GAM 14.8% which is very high and indicates a severe malnutrition in this province 

checking the 2017 HMIS records of the DoPH shows that the EPHS trends were 9.4% for MAM3, 

3.3% for SAM and 12.7% for GAM also the BPHS trends indicate that MAM was 8.7, SAM was 

4.7% and GAM was 13.4% and also the FHH trends indicate that MAM was 10.6%, SAM was 1.7 

% and GAM was 12.3%, as a result the average GAM for all these three was 13% which is still 

very high. 

 
About 29 National and International NGOs have offices in this province, while 25 of these NGOs 

have active projects, UNICEF has an office and have 9 mobile health teams that somehow 

increases the accessibility of people living in remote areas to the basic health services. 

 
Stunting prevalence was 42.3% (38.3-46.5 95 CI), indicating very emergency based on WHO 

classification of the severity of malnutrition, while more than one child has stunting in every three 

children in the province. High stunting levels are usually seen in context of this province with very 

low access to health services, low sanitation levels, low maternal nutrition status and high 

prevalence of disease, stunting is an indicator for chronic malnutrition. High stunting calls for 

long-term nutrition interventions combined with infant and young children nutrition (IYCN) and 

scaling up deworming practice as well encouraging timely health seeking behavior during illness 

to be put in place to reverse this trend. Maternal nutrition and reproductive health must be 

improved significantly to have any impact on high stunting. Stunting prevalence was looked very 

high, indicating very emergency based in WHO classification of the severity of malnutrition 

 
 

Death Rate 
 

Crude Death Rate and Under-five Death rate were 0.42 (0.25-0.68)) (95% CI) and 0.66 (0.29- 1.51) 

(95% CI). The rates are both below SPHERE emergency thresholds. 

 

Key findings: 
 

• Unavailability of sufficient food as the main barriers to food production in the province are; 

cyclic droughts, less precipitation, low quality agricultural inputs and crops, poor irrigation 

infrastructure and water loses along the irrigation channels. 

 

• Dry spell which has negatively affected production and food security of Daykundi province. 

 
• Daykundi is a highly food insecure province (49% of total population, based on ALCS 

2016/the current dry spell would further deteriorate its household food security. 
 

• Due to scattered population and spread out settlements people do not have smooth 

access to food also the harsh winters, seasonal and natural disasters (avalanches and 

floods), low economic capital of the population are the main determinate factors of low 
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access to health facilities. Lack of food diversity (insufficient food availability) because 

most of the people are very poor with no and also very low incomes. 
 

• The current health services are not sufficient for the whole population, due to remote 

distances they do not have access to health facilities and services. 
 

• People do not have access to improved or safe potable water (Source of water is: 40% 

Karez, 10% wells, 30% spring and 20% river). 

 

• In an interview with the CDCs all have called Nowmish, Sangtakht, Ashtarlay and Khider 

as the most vulnerable districts. 
 

• This province has inadequate extension activities and Agriculture marketing, also there is 

no electricity, no cold stores for fruit and vegetable also there is no factory for dairy and 

dry fruit processing, this province has inadequate veterinary services. 
 

• The health facilities are providing very poor health services, unavailability of medicine. 

There are no trained doctors, particularly surgeons and other health specialist in PH, DHs 

and all the health facilities at both the districts and community level; no hygiene is 

considered in the hospital, PLWs do not have access to ANC. 
 
 

• Lack of nutrition orientation of the people, most of the cases are hidden and do not 

diagnosed and referred to the clinic for treatment. 

 

• There is no access to quality education, most of the schools have no roofs, students are 

getting education in open environment with no roof, also due to some problems such as 

lack of separate wash rooms for both male and females students most of the adult aged 

girls quit the schools. Also, unavailability of books at schools is another big problem, the 

governor also stated that they received dozens of trucks loaded with religious books only, 

he assumed that the book supply was not well organized. 

 
Recommendations: 

Short-Term 
• Provision of cash for work and food for work opportunities 

• Implementation of value chain projects, such as carpet weaving, tailoring, wool spinning 

and handicrafts 

• Emergency humanitarian food security, nutrition and WASH assistance to the vulnerable 

and severely food insecure households having PLWs and children under five to avoid 

further deterioration of nutrition and food security statues. 

• Enhancement of health outreach through mobile teams specifically during the winter 

• To improve people awareness about hygiene and sanitation 

• To urge the health professionals about provision of equal services to both poor and rich 

people, regardless considering the relations 

• Increasing the greenhouses and vegetable cultivation in the province. The greenhouses 

can support the household nutrition and economy as well it can provide vegetables to local 
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markets. 

• Improve the quality of the health services, wash, sanitation and nutrition to avoid further 

deterioration of the situation. 

• Food assistance to the most vulnerable groups particularly for the prolonged IDPs, female 

headed households and disabled headed households. 

• Improve the quality health services, access to health facilities by the people residing in 

remote areas 

 

Mid-Term 
• Improved seeds distribution of staple crops (Wheat, potatoes, and pulses) can improve 

the local food production and has overall impact on food security. Along with improved 

agricultural inputs, it also important to build the farmers capacity on agronomic and pest 

management 

• NGOs to share all the good practices on nutrition and food security and livelihoods will 

help to avoid any un- successful efforts. 

• Provision of livelihoods assistant for enhanced food production and diversification in the 

targeted area 

• To strengthen the animal health services 

• WASH and nutrition awareness to the households and the diversified food production 

need to be enhanced at provincial level. 

Long-Term 
 

• CDCs interviewed have emphasized on sustainable water and land management and soil 

and water conservation as the key component for enhanced livelihoods and food 

production in the province 

• To improve the health services 

• Livestock interventions specifically poultry at household level. 

• Individual initiatives to protect rain-fed lands from flash floods: for instance, built low walls, 

trenches, watershed management and check dams to slow down the runoff. 

• Cash crops such as Saffron cultivation need to be enhanced in the province, according to 

PAIL a farmer got 120,000 AFN net income from half Jerib of land in 2017. 

• Improving irrigation infrastructures such as reservoirs, Karez, canals and springs, 

according to the PAIL information the mentioned resources are providing irrigation for 70% 

of population. 

• To enhance access to improved seeds of staple food and pulses in the province 

• To enhance the value chine of crops, livestock, fruit and local products. 

• Rehabilitation of pasture by plantation and introducing fodder crop of tolerant to shortage 

of water in upper catchment area. 

• Plantation of cash crop on upper parts of mountain like black cumin and Hing 

(assafoiteda). 

• Income generating activities need to be prioritized for women and it is important to design 

project aiming and diet diversity and access to vegetables. 

• Rehabilitation and building new roads to improve access to services, like market, school, 

health facilities, etc. 

 

THE END 


